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February  2023  Volume 40, Number 2 

Are We at War with Nature? 

Speaker:  Joel Jackson 

February 15, 2023, 7 pm 

Jimmie B. Keel Regional Library 
2902 W. Bearss Ave. 

Tampa, Florida 33618 

Florida’s wildlife populations are stressed and declining. Unfortunately, many things that are commonly done 
by well-intentioned homeowners are not helping. We will address what homeowners can do to better support 
our wildlife by being more aware of how critical our natural ecosystems are to wildlife. 

Joel is a founding member of the Suncoast 
Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society 
chapter and is currently a member of both the 
Suncoast and Nature Coast chapters. In 2016 he 
was honored with a well deserved FNPS Green 
Palmetto award for service.  He is well known in 
our chapter as a driving force in the creation of 
our regional, nature-based, county parks 
including Lettuce Lake Park. 

Food and drinks, except water bottles with lids, are not allowed in the library meeting rooms.
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The mission of the Florida Native Plant Society is to preserve, conserve, and restore the native 
plants and native plant communities of Florida 

 

Field Trip -Fred & Ida Shultz Nature Preserve 

February 18, 9:00 am. 

The preserve includes 134 acres of restored mangrove shoreline, coastal & freshwater marshes, coastal dunes 
and upland habitats.   

It is winter, so few things will be blooming, but you may see Florida’s fall colors (as in new red winter growth). 

Contact Tina Patterson  for more information and to register for the trip. 

     mablepatterson@hotmail.com 

     305-298-6381 

 

Reserve Your Gopher Tortoise License Plate Today! 

Each purchase supports gopher tortoise conservation 

The gopher tortoise (Gopherus polyphemus) is a threatened species in the state of Florida, primarily due to loss 
of upland habitat. To bring awareness to the plight of the gopher tortoise, Wildlands Conservation has created 

this specialty license plate and will use the generated 
funds for gopher tortoise habitat conservation, habitat 
management, education, and research. 

 The gopher tortoise plate, with artwork by Matt Patterson, 
will be produced as soon as 3,000 vouchers have been 
purchased. Vouchers cost $33 each, of which $25 will 
directly go towards gopher 
tortoise conservation. 

If you hold a valid Florida 
Driver’s License or have a Florida-registered vehicle, you are eligible to purchase 
vouchers for your car, truck, trailer and RV! 

Vouchers can be purchased at any time–you do not need to wait until your registration 
renewal date to order one. 

Scan the QR code or visit https://wildlandsconservation.org/gopher-tortoise-license-plate/ to sign up and learn 
more: 
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Looking Back  

January Fieldtrip 

We went to Gator Creek Reserve in Polk County and had a lovely walk out to the creek and along some very 
damp woodsy roads.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Picture above provided by Merrilee Wallbrunn.  
Picture to right provided by Steve Dickman. 

Board Meeting 

February 6, 7:00pm 

All members are welcome.  You can propose 
agenda items.  

Contact Tina (305-298-6381 
(mablepatterson@hotmail.com) for more 
information. This will be an online meeting. 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Native Plant Garden Maintenance 

Our chapter coordinates with the Hillsborough County 
Parks to maintain native plant gardens at Lettuce Lake, 
Morris Bridge, Flatwoods, and Trout Creek parks. 

To volunteer, contact the lead green thumbs for the 
gardens as follows: 

Lettuce Lake:   Workday every 4th Tuesday.  Tina 
(Mable C) Patterson, email  
mablepatterson@hotmail.com or phone ( 305) 298-
6381 , text or call and leave name and message.   

Morris Bridge:  Mike Fite, email fitemf@gmail.com. 

Flatwoods Park:  Mary Miller, email 
limpkin1945@verizon.net 

Trout Creek:  Mike Fite, email fitemf@gmail.com. 
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Library Books  

Books are being kept at our storage location and we will only be bringing requested volumes to meetings.  

To check out books from the library:  

Review the list of books available in the library and available at 
https://suncoast.fnpschapters.org/data/uploads/pdfs/suncoast-library.pdf.   

Select a book from the link below and contact mablepatterson@hotmail.com . You 
must be a current member on file in our data base. The book will be brought to the 
next in- person meeting or workday and you will need to sign the checkout form. 
Books must be returned at the next in- person meeting. The 2 reference-only volumes 
can be viewed at meetings by request.  
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By Carmel Van Hoek (reprinted from February 2015 Grapevine, minor edits and                            
additional pictures by Shirley Denton) 

 

 FLOWERS ARE THE REPRODUCTIVE 

STRUCTURES OF ANGIOSPERMS, PLANTS 

THAT BEAR SEEDS WITHIN AN OVARY.  

Flowers are complete when they include 
sepals, petals, stamens and pistils. When 
they lack one or more of these four basic 
parts they are incomplete. For example, 
Clematis baldwinii, pine hyacinth of the 
family Ranunculaceae, lacks petals. What 
looks like petals are really petaloid or petal 
like sepals. Also grasses, being wind-
pollinated, have no need of petals to attract 
insects. A grass protects its ovary and 
developing grain by covering each of its 
florets with a series of bracts called lemmas 
and paleas. 

Complete or not, if a flower is bisexual, 
having both the male stamens and female 

pistil, it is a perfect flower. If a flower lacks stamens it is 
pistillate, imperfect and incomplete. If it lacks pistils, it is 
staminate, imperfect and incomplete. If both female and male 
flowers are found together on the same plants, the adjective 
monoecious is used, a Greek word meaning “in one house”. The 
hypericum shown on the left is monoecious.  Several of our trees 
are monoecious, such as oaks and walnuts. When male and 
female flowers are on different plants the adjective dioecious is 
used to mean “in two houses”. And because there are always 
exceptions, Nature sometimes throws in a few perfect flowers 

into the mix. Hollies and water locusts will often have this happen.  

There are several ways that plants can reproduce. They can clone themselves vegetatively. Think of areas 
shaded by a dozen or more live oak trees, all twins so to speak, from root suckering. Some perfect flowers are 
able to self-pollinate and never open their flowers until ready to release seeds. These flowers are called 
cleistogamous and you can find them on violets and toadflax. But perhaps the best reproductive method is 
cross-pollination, deposition of pollen from the anther of one flower to the stigma of another. The joining of two 
different sets of chromosomes in the developing seed allows for variability in the resulting germinating plants.  

Dioecious, Morella 
cerifera, wax myrtle 
female. 

Monoecious, regular, 
Hypericum spp. 
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So what can pollinate plants? They could be pollinated by wind, water, insects  of many 
kinds, snails and slugs, bats, birds and man. Assuming that plants have evolved together 
with what pollinates them it is no wonder the number of flower forms. To simplify, they 
fall into two basic categories of regular and irregular. All parts of a regular flower are 
similar in size and arranged in a series of circles from sepals to pistils like a wheel 
radially symmetrical and are said to be actinomorphic. Some examples are yellow 
star-grass, morning glories, swamp roses, and the Hypericum shown above.  

Irregular flowers are dissimilar in size or placement of their parts; if sliced vertically 
down the middle one side would be the mirror image of the other (bilaterally 

symmetrical) and the flower is said 
to be zygomorphic. Examples are 
violets, cardinal flower, orchids 
and lupines. 

Below are drawings of familiar 
flower (Corolla) shapes.  

 Bilabiate is commonly referred 
to as 2-lipped.  (has and upper 
and lower lip) 

Papilionaceous is one of 3 possible shapes of flowers of 
the pea family, Fabaceae.   

 

 

 

 

 

Composites (the aster family) form heads composed of tubular disk flowers and ligulate or ray flowers .  Some 
species have both (sunflowers) and some have all disk flowers or all ray flowers.  

 

 

 

 

 

The genus Pinguicula, the butterworts, has flowers with spurs. Some orchids and 
some bladderworts have spurs.  Spurs are typically filled with nectar and are 
associated with pollinator specificity. 

Pinguicula lutea with 
showing spur 

Lygodesmia aphylla  with 
ray flowers only  

Palafoxia integrifolia  
with disk flowers only  

Heleniuim pinnatifidus 
with disk and ray flowers.  

Irregular and bilabiate, 
Calamintha spp.  

Irregular, zygomorphic 
Cercium spp. (redbud). 

Irregular and papipionaceous, 
Centrosema  spp.  
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Native Garden Visits 

By Susan Early 
 

Hi there, FNPS Suncoast Chapter members. How would you like to visit local FNPS members’ native gardens? 
I bet many of us scroll through Facebook posts of native landscapes wishing we could walk through the yard, 
discuss the native plants—the ones you love, ones you’ve wondered about and ones you’ve never seen—asking 
the gardener questions, simply enjoying the beauty of someone else’s commitment and love of Florida’s native 
plants.  

The Suncoast Chapter would like to set up a tour of our members’ native gardens, and you can help make that 
happen by volunteering your yard. All we need to plan this tour is 3-4 volunteers located within a single area, 
and we’ll set up the tour for chapter members to join us in an enjoyable day outside focused on “real” native 
gardens.  

Consider the advantages of volunteering your garden:  

You’ll have an opportunity to talk about your yard, why you plant native plants, your successes with people 
who are actually interested in the same topic.  

You’ll be able to share your unique native gardening experiences with FNPS members new to gardening with 
native plants in addition to those who have been “going native” forever!  

Sharing with other native gardeners introduces all of us to different viewpoints about our shared passion for 
planting native.  

To volunteer, send an email to Tina, mablepatterson@hotmail.com In addition to telling her you’re willing to 
volunteer your yard, please include your name, contact information and the area where you live.  

We will contact you to discuss times, days, parking and other details.  

 

USF Spring Plant Sale 

The Botanical Gardens will be moving its spring plant 
festival this year so that it does not conflict with Easter.  It 
will be on April 15-16.  We will need volunteers for 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday.  Put this weekend on your 
calendar, and contact Tina to let her know that you can 
volunteer. 

 

Make Your Plans Now. 
Mike Ross Gold Head Branch State Park.  Fall camping 
Thurs. night Oct. 19 departing on Sun. Oct. 22.  Some 
cabin and tent sites are available (contact Tina) or reserve 
your own.  It should be the height of fall wildflowers. 

 

Join FNPS to join our Suncoast Chapter, 
https://fnps.org/participate/membershipinfo 
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Hillsborough County 

Little Red Wagon 
4113 Henderson Blvd  
Tampa, Florida 33629 
 
Phone: 813-755-9579 
Website: http://www.littleredwagonnativenursery.com 
Email:Info@ButterflyTampa.com 

Springer Environmental 
5926 US92, Plant city, FL 33566  
 
Retail:   
M-F 9:00-4:00, 
Sat. by appt. 
Phone:  813-659-0370 
Website: http://springerenvironmental.com 
Email:  troy@springerenvironmental.com 

Manatee County 

Sweet Bay Nursery 
10824 Erie Rd, Parrish, Florida 34219 
 

Phone: 941-776-0501 
Website: http://sweetbaynursery.com/ 
Email: sweetbaynursery@gmail.com 

Green Seasons  
12340 FL-62  
Parrish, Florida 34219 
 
Phone: 941-776-1605 
Website: http://www.greenseasonsnursery.com 
Email: seaoater@gmail.com 

Pinellas County 
 
 
 
           Wilcox Nursery & Landscape 
             12501 Indian Rocks Rd  
             Largo, Florida 33774-3037  
 
Phone: 727-595-2073 
Website: http://www.wilcoxnursery.com 
Email: Wilcox12501@gmail.com 
 

 
Twigs & Leaves 
610 27th St S  
St Petersburg, Florida 33712 
 

Phone:727-822-5400 
Website: http://www.twigsnleaves.com 
Email: twigsnleavessp@gmail.com 

Lake County Polk County 
Green Isle Gardens 
11303 SR 33 
Groveland, FL 34736 
 
Phone: 407-948-8980 
Website: http://greenislegardens.com 
Email: gignatives@gmail.com 

 

The Nectary 
1047 E Main St. 
Lakeland, FL 33801 
 
 
Phone: 863-937-7879 
Website: http://thenectarylkid.com 
Email: thenectarylkid@gmail.com 

Local Native Nurseries 

Our local native nurseries are our fans, and they need our business.  Call for retail days and hours. 



 

Officers and Board of Directors 

President –Virginia Overstreet 
vaoverstreet@gmail.com 

Vice President – Shirley Denton 
 ecotypes@outlook.com 

Secretary - Tina (Mable) Patterson 
mablepatterson@hotmail.com 

Treasurer - Niki Cribbs 
cribbs813@gmail.com 

Directors at Large 
 Mike Fite 
 fitemf@gmail.com 

Linda Steele-Green 
 mfg452004@yahoo.com 

 Susan Heyer 
 susanheyerkp@gmail.com 

Newsletter Submissions 

Deadline for March Newsletter:  February 25 

Send contributions to Shirley Denton at ecotypes@outlook.com. 

Contributions should be original, with references where appropriate.  
Photographs and drawings should belong to the submitter or submitted along 
with written permission from the owner and be of appropriate resolution for 
printing (a width of 1000 pixels is generally adequate for this newsletter, but 
err toward larger so that they pictures can be cropped if needed).  All 
submissions should be in formats standardly used in documents and readable 
on Windows PCs. 

Submissions will be reviewed for accuracy with preference for being relevant 

to the FNPS mission and local environmental events. 

All content copyrighted by the Suncoast 
Chapter of the Florida Native Plant 
Society, 2022 

Program Managers 

Fieldtrips 
 Steve Dickman 
 palmettobug13@yahoo.com 

 Tina Patterson 
 mablepatterson@hotmail.com 

305-298-6381

Newsletter 
 Shirley Denton - editor 
 ecotypes@outlook.com 

813-625-5031

 Mike Fite – chief assistant 
 fitemf@gmail.com 

Social Media 
 Kathryn “Kat” Jones 
 k4fryn@gmail.com 


