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January  2023  Volume 40, Number 1 

What Should I Plant Here? 
January 18, 2023, 7 pm

ZOOM Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88125571667?pwd=N0YyZE1lREpJWUxWblNLVkxrVWdUQT09 

Meeting ID: 881 2557 1667 
Passcode: 090416 

This meeting will feature members who have a problem area(s)  in their yards and would like  advice on what 
native plants to use.  

Typical questions to get you thinking about it – (these questions are not real unless you ask them) 

1. My neighbors like military-dress neatness. How can I manage my yard to that they don’t complain?
2. I have an open, very dry, property. Are there any ferns that I can grow? Other groundcovers?

Submit questions and photographs to Virginia 
Overstreet, vaoverstreet@gmail.com. Photos should relate 
directly to your question. We will use them to build an outline 
for the program. Please respond by January 11. 
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The mission of the Florida Native Plant Society is to preserve, conserve, and restore the native 
plants and native plant communities of Florida 

Message from Our President 

Happy New Year! 
I hope that you are enjoying your membership in the Suncoast Chapter of FNPS.  We are excited to resume our 
in person meetings and hope that you will join us for meetings and field trips.   

As your Chapter President, I am always looking for ways to decrease our expenses.  We continue to provide 
grants for native gardens and we recently purchased a new laptop computer to better serve our needs when 
providing presentations at monthly meetings and public events.  Our costs of printing and mailing our monthly 
newsletter, the Grapevine, have increased and we would like your help in decreasing these costs. 

Please let me know if you would like to stop receiving a hardcopy of the Grapevine.   Your choice to receive the 
Grapevine as an email attachment will help us decrease these costs.   If you do not have an email account and 
wish to continue receiving a hardcopy, you do not need to worry.  We will be happy to continue mailing it to 
you. 

Virginia Overstreet 
813-541-3187
Honoring Our Members

Volunteer Opportunities 

Native Plant Garden Maintenance 

Our chapter coordinates with the Hillsborough County Parks to 
maintain native plant gardens at Lettuce Lake, Morris Bridge, 
Flatwoods, and Trout Creek parks. 

To volunteer, contact the lead green thumbs for the gardens as 
follows: 

Lettuce Lake:   Workday every 4th Tuesday.  Tina (Mable C) 
Patterson, email  mablepatterson@hotmail.com or phone ( 305) 298-
6381 , text or call and leave name and message.   

Morris Bridge:  Mike Fite, email fitemf@gmail.com. 

Flatwoods Park:  Mary Miller, email limpkin1945@verizon.net 

Trout Creek:  Mike Fite, email fitemf@gmail.com. 
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Field Trip -January 21, 9:30 am. 

We’re heading into western Polk County for our January field trip.  Polk County has a county preserve system 
similar to Hillsborough County’s ELAPP preserves.  Gator Creek, just north of Lakeland,  is one of their 
preserves. 

This preserve includes the upper limits of Gator 
Creek where it is becoming a stream fed by 
multiple cypress swamps.  There is also 
flatwoods.  The walking easy since the trails are 
old wood roads.  If you stay on the trails, your 
feet will likely stay dry.  Your fearless leader 
may take you into the swamps, so no promises. 

It is winter, so few things will be blooming, but 
you may see Florida’s fall colors (as in new red 
winter growth). 

Contact Tina Patterson  for more information and 
to register for the trip. 

 mablepatterson@hotmail.com 

305-298-6381

Honoring Our Members 
By Virginia Overstreet 

Tina Patterson and Steve Dickman received Green Palmetto Awards 
for Outstanding Service at the 2022 FNPS State Conference.   Steve 
contributed many hours organizing field trips, coordinating locations 
based on what plants were in bloom and the county’s prescribed burn 
schedule.  Tina organized camping trips, plant sales, garden work 
days, maintained chapter records, and supported of our chapter in 
many other areas.   We are so grateful for their hard work! 

Photos by Shirley Denton.  Photo to the left is 
Gaylussacia frondosa, wooly huckleberry 



4 

Native Garden Visits 

By Susan Early 

Hi there, FNPS Suncoast Chapter members. How would you like to visit local FNPS members’ native gardens? 
I bet many of us scroll through Facebook posts of native landscapes wishing we could walk through the yard, 
discuss the native plants—the ones you love, ones you’ve wondered about and ones you’ve never seen—asking 
the gardener questions, simply enjoying the beauty of someone else’s commitment and love of Florida’s native 
plants.  

The Suncoast Chapter would like to set up a tour of our members’ native gardens, and you can help make that 
happen by volunteering your yard. All we need to plan this tour is 3-4 volunteers located within a single area, 
and we’ll set up the tour for chapter members to join us in an enjoyable day outside focused on “real” native 
gardens.  

Consider the advantages of volunteering your garden: 

You’ll have an opportunity to talk about your yard, why you plant native plants, your successes with people 
who are actually interested in the same topic.  

You’ll be able to share your unique native gardening experiences with FNPS members new to gardening with 
native plants in addition to those who have been “going native” forever!  

Sharing with other native gardeners introduces all of us to different viewpoints about our shared passion for 
planting native.  

To volunteer, send an email to Tina, mablepatterson@hotmail.com In addition to telling her you’re willing to 
volunteer your yard, please include your name, contact information and the area where you live.  

We will contact you to discuss times, days, parking and other details. 

 Library Books 

Thank you, Vikki, for managing the Suncoast Library! 

We will be holding the books at a storage location and only bringing 
requested volumes.  

To check out books from the library: 

Review the list of books available in the library 
(https://suncoast.fnpschapters.org/data/uploads/pdfs/suncoast-
library.pdf).  Select a book from the link below and contact 
mablepatterson@hotmail.com . You must be a current member on 
file in our data base. The book will be brought to the next in- person 
meeting or workday and you will need to sign the checkout form. 
Books must be returned at the next in- person meeting. The 2 
reference-only volumes can be viewed at meetings by request. 
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Looking Back 

Holiday Party and Plant Swap 

We enjoyed a plant swap and shared pot pot luck foods at the home of Shirley Denton in early December.  The 
event was casual, and I doubt that anyone left without eating enough, taking home a few plants, or learning that 
Lake Thonotosassa is a real place. 

Kudos to people who came and parked on “my” side of the driveway.  My neighbor was home and happy. 

2023 Officers 

We elected our Board of Directors for 2023 at our 
November meeting.  The nominating committee included 
Steve Dickman., Barbara Fite and Merrilee Wallbrunn.    

The upcoming board consists of Virginia Overstreet, Tina 
Patterson, Shirley Denton, Mike Fite, Anita Camacho and 
Niki Cribbs, Linda Steele-Green and Susan Heyer. 

Officers will be selected on Jan 10. 

Every one of these directors would like your inputs on 
what you would like for programs and events, and 
anything that we can contribute to preserving, conserving 
and restoring native plants in Hillsborough County. 

Join FNPS to join our Suncoast Chapter, 
https://fnps.org/participate/membershipinfo 
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Board Meeting 

January 10, 7:00pm 

All members are welcome.  You can propose agenda items. Contact Tina Patterson 
(mablepatterson@hotmail.com, 305-298-6381) for more information. This will be an online meeting. 

We will be selecting officers for 2023. 
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The mission of the Florida Native Plant Society is to preserve, conserve, and restore the native 
plants and native plant communities of Florida 

 By Carmel Van Hoek (reprinted from November 2014 Grapevine)

Leaves are virtually mechanical and chemical machines that, for the most part, provide food for plants and trees. 
Sunlight combines with the chlorophyll in the leaves and is stored as light energy; water is transported from the 
plant roots to change light energy to chemical energy; carbon dioxide from the air enters the leaf through stoma 
(microscopic pores found usually on the leaf undersides) and adds itself to the mix to form a liquid sugar that is 
stored in plant cells for the use of the plant as well as for insects, animals and people. This surely explains the 
voracious appetite of butterfly caterpillars that can strip a host plant of all its leaves in a matter of hours! 
Beyond the above process of photosynthesis, leaves have been modified to benefit the plant they adorn, and for 
our purposes their descriptions are a big help in identification especially of plants that are not in flower or fruit. 

Placement of leaves on the stem is an important characteristic to notice. Basal leaves are close to the ground and 
usually larger than the leaves further up the stem, for example many of the Liatris and goldenrod species. When 
the basal leaves lie flat on the ground radiating from the center stem it is called a basal rosette, as in some 
species of Elephantfoot. Leaves along the stem can be placed opposite each other, that is 2 leaves paired at each 
leaf node (point of leaf attachment on the stem) as on Milkweeds; alternately with only a single leaf to a node as 
on Hollies; or whorled with 3 or more leaves to a node as on Buttonbush. Leaves can be attached to the stem by 
leaf stalks called petioles, and are referred to as being petiolate, or they can be attached directly onto the stem 
and are referred to as being sessile.  

Leaves come in a large variety of shapes and sizes. They can be simple as Hog Plum, lobed like Frostweed, or 

compound like Hickories having several separate leaflets per leaf. Hickory leaves are pinnately compound with 
leaflets placed feather-like on opposite sides of the mid-vein. 

Leaflets attached at a common point and spread fan-like as fingers on a hand are palmately compound as 
Virginia Creeper. Leaf surfaces can be softly pubescent as Lupine, harshly scabrid as Narrowleaf Sunflower or 
smooth and hairless as glabrous Carolina Jessamine. They can be covered in tiny glands as the golden dots on 
the undersurface of Huckleberry leaves or corrugated in a variety of vein patterns. Leaf edges can be smooth or 
entire, toothed or wavy-edged.  
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 And, lastly, some leaves have characteristic odors when crushed such as leaves of Red Bay and Sassafras of the 
Laurel Family and the spicy fragrance of Mints. 

Hillsborough County 

Little Red Wagon 
4113 Henderson Blvd 
Tampa, Florida 33629 

Phone: 813-755-9579 
Website: http://www.littleredwagonnativenursery.com 
Email:Info@ButterflyTampa.com 

Springer Environmental 
5926 US92, Plant city, FL 33566 

Retail:   
M-F 9:00-4:00,
Sat. by appt.
Phone:  813-659-0370
Website: http://springerenvironmental.com 
Email:  troy@springerenvironmental.com 

Manatee County 

Sweet Bay Nursery 
10824 Erie Rd, Parrish, Florida 34219 

Phone: 941-776-0501 
Website: http://sweetbaynursery.com/ 
Email: sweetbaynursery@gmail.com 

Green Seasons 
12340 FL-62  
Parrish, Florida 34219 

Phone: 941-776-1605 
Website: http://www.greenseasonsnursery.com 
Email: seaoater@gmail.com 

Pinellas County 

 Wilcox Nursery & Landscape 
 12501 Indian Rocks Rd 

      Largo, Florida 33774-3037 

Phone: 727-595-2073 
Website: http://www.wilcoxnursery.com 
Email: Wilcox12501@gmail.com 

Twigs & Leaves 
610 27th St S 
St Petersburg, Florida 33712 

Phone:727-822-5400 
Website: http://www.twigsnleaves.com 
Email: twigsnleavessp@gmail.com 

Lake County Polk County 
Green Isle Gardens 
11303 SR 33 
Groveland, FL 34736 

Phone: 407-948-8980 
Website: http://greenislegardens.com 
Email: gignatives@gmail.com 

The Nectary 
1047 E Main St. 
Lakeland, FL 33801 

Phone: 863-937-7879 
Website: http://thenectarylkid.com 
Email: thenectarylkid@gmail.com 

Local Native Nurseries 

Our local native nurseries are our fans, and they need our business.  Call for retail days and hours. 



Officers and Board of Directors 

President –Virginia Overstreet 
vaoverstreet@gmail.com 

Vice President – Shirley Denton 
 ecotypes@outlook.com 

Secretary - Tina (Mable) Patterson 
mablepatterson@hotmail.com 

Treasurer - Niki Cribbs 
cribbs813@gmail.com 

Directors at Large 
 Mike Fite 
 fitemf@gmail.com 

Linda Steele-Green 
 mfg452004@yahoo.com 

 Susan Heyer 
 susanheyerkp@gmail.com 

Newsletter Submissions 

Deadline for February Newsletter:  January 25 

Send contributions to Shirley Denton at ecotypes@outlook.com. 

Contributions should be original, with references where appropriate.  
Photographs and drawings should belong to the submitter or submitted along 
with written permission from the owner and be of appropriate resolution for 
printing (a width of 1000 pixels is generally adequate for this newsletter, but 
err toward larger so that they pictures can be cropped if needed).  All 
submissions should be in formats standardly used in documents and readable 
on Windows PCs. 

Submissions will be reviewed for accuracy with preference for being relevant 

to the FNPS mission and local environmental events. 

All content copyrighted by the Suncoast 
Chapter of the Florida Native Plant 
Society, 2022

Program Managers 

Fieldtrips 
 Steve Dickman 
 palmettobug13@yahoo.com 

 Tina Patterson 
 mablepatterson@hotmail.com 

305-298-6381

Newsletter 
 Shirley Denton - editor 
 ecotypes@outlook.com 

813-625-5031

 Mike Fite – chief assistant 
 fitemf@gmail.com 

Social Media 
 Kathryn “Kat” Jones 
 k4fryn@gmail.com 




