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By Lynda Davis

October 19, 7:00 pm
Hillsborough County Extension Service
5339 South CR-579 (we meet in the back, park off of Old Hillsborough Ave.)
Seffner, FL 33584
Lynda Davis is the new FNPS Executive Director. We are
privileged to have her in our chapter. She will be speaking to us
about her vision for the Society and for the Chapters.
She has been working with non-profit organizations in a
management capacity for over 20 years.
She hails from Cheddar, England and comes to us with a charming
British accent.
Lynda started working for FNPS in June and has been working
hard to improve our membership protocols and forms, bring
organization back to FNPS after about 9 months of chaos due to
losing our previous ED, and learning the peculiarities of a multichapter, membership-driven organization in Florida. Lynda is not a
botanist, but she comes to us with a love of nature and appreciation
for conservation, plus boundless energy.
She will be talking about her vision for FNPS.
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A Well-Deserved Honor
Joel Jackson has received a very fitting honor. The visitor’s center at Lettuce Lake has been named for him.
On Wednesday, August 31, Hillsborough County officials, members of the Florida Native Plant Society, local
Audubon Society and others gathered to dedicate the Joel E. Jackson Nature Center at Lettuce Lake
Conservation Park. Lettuce Lake is one of
the most popular parks in the county.
Naming it, after Joel Jackson was a small
token of appreciation for his half-century and counting - of work as a fierce
environmental advocate.
"His legacy is forever here,'' said Jack Berlin,
a member of the County's Parks, Recreation
and Conservation Board. "What he's done for
Hillsborough County conservation and the
regional parks is permanent. It will be here
for our kids, our grandkids, our grandkids'
grandkids.''
Jackson recounted for the audience the work
that went into creating the park that now
houses a nature center named in his honor.
"We wanted it to be a genuine example of
what Hillsborough County and this area of
Florida looked like traditionally,
historically,'' he said.

Photo by Tina Patterson

Excerpted from Hillsborough County
Newsroom. Copy and paste link below for
the full story.

Photos by Virginia Overstreet
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Volunteer Opportunities
Help with the plant sale at the USF Botanical Garden in October.
Put the sale on your calendar. We will need lots of volunteers.
It is also your opportunity to enjoy the sale for free – volunteers do not pay the entry fee.
Help with acquiring and setting up (Oct. 6-7).
Help with the sale (Oct. 8-9).
To volunteer, contact Tina (Mable C) Patterson, email mablepatterson@hotmail.com or phone ( 305) 2986381, text or call and leave name and message.

Native Plant Garden Maintenance
Our chapter coordinates with the Hillsborough County Parks to maintain native plant gardens at Lettuce
Lake, Morris Bridge, Flatwoods, and Trout Creek parks.
To volunteer, contact the lead green thumbs for the gardens as follows:
Lettuce Lake: Workday every 4th Tuesday. Tina (Mable C) Patterson, email
mablepatterson@hotmail.com or phone ( 305) 298-6381 , text or call and leave name and message.
Morris Bridge: Mike Fite, email fitemf@gmail.com.
Flatwoods Park: Mary Miller, email limpkin1945@verizon.net
Trout Creek: Mike Fite, email fitemf@gmail.com.
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Volunteer Opportunities (continued)
Seeking One or Two People
To help man our table at the Florida Birding and Nature Festival, Oct. 21-22, in Apollo
We will be handing out native plant information and inviting Festival-goers to join
the Florida Native Plant Society. There is no charge for the information and
vendor area.

Beach.

To volunteer, contact Virginia Overstreet, vaoverstreet@gmail.com.
If you opt to participate in the festival, program days are Friday and Saturday,
with field trips and other events on Thursday and Sunday. Admission is $100.

Nominating Committee Needed
Each year, we elect our Board of Directors. To do this, we need three people willing to serve as
nominating committee.

a

We need 5 to 9 people on the Board. Nine is better than 5 since these are the people who really make our
chapter run. Elections are in November.
This year, this should not be a difficult task given that all members of the current Board have agreed to serve for
another term.
Please step up an do your part to make our chapter a success. Volunteer to be on the crucial committee. Our
chapter cannot function without volunteers.

Social Media Volunteer Needed
Suncoast needs a Facebook Manager.
Please contact Virginia Overstreet if you can assist.
vaoverstreet@gmail.com
This position is very flexible. No specific time
requirements. You only need to post chapter events,
though we encourage you to enjoy doing more.

Board Meeting: October 10,
7::00pm
All members are welcome. You can propose
agenda items. Contact Tina Patterson
(mablepatterson@hotmail.com, 305-298-6381)
for more information. This will be an online
meeting.

Suncoast relies on our volunteers.
Without you, we can’t function.

Book/Podcast/Documentary Reviews
Have you read a book, listened to a Podcast, or watched a documentary recently on conservation, wildlife, or
gardening that you found interesting and enlightening? We would like to hear from you. Please consider
submitting a short review for our newsletter. It’s fun to recommend books!
Call Virginia if you have any questions. Submit your review to the editor.
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Resources for our Ocklockonee River State Park Camping
Weekend

It is getting close!. This is one of the great natural diversity areas of the Southeastern United States. We are
currently planning to arrive at our camping area at the State Park on Friday.
The park is coastal and features extensive marshes and coastal flatwoods. It has several rare species which
should be blooming including Liatris provencalis and Pityopsis flexuosa.
For a list of species in the park, see
https://floridadep.gov/sites/default/files/12.12.08%20Ochlockonee%20River%20Approved%20Plan.pdf.
Appendix A-4 has a plant list in it. Unfortunately, the document is protected in a manner that won’t let you
print the plant list. Saturday, we plan to go to the Dwarf Cypress, a large swamp of midget cypress trees in
Tate’s Hell. If we have time we may also visit a nature trail , also in Tate’s Hell, that
wanders along a beach ridge.
Sunday will see us join the Sarracenia Chapter. They were still scouting a preferred
location as late as today, but the idea is to go to one of the savanna and flatwoods
areas near Sumatra in the Apalachicola National Forest. The species list for any of
these savannas will blow your mind away. The link to iNaturalist gives a nice
overview. https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/plants-of-apalachicola-nationalforest?tab=species as does this FNPS video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WKSMr-W0s7I.

Fall in Tate’s Hell and Apalachicola NF photos by Shirley Denton
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Florida Pitcher Plants (Sarracenia spp.))
Text and Photos by Shirley Denton
Distribution: Florida
except extreme south
Florida and the keys. Some
species ranges extend north
and/or west of Florida. In
Florida, most are found in
the panhandle and extreme
north Florida.
Habitats: West, acidic, low
nutrient, peaty and/or sandy
soils. Characteristicly found
in bogs and savannas with
some found on stream banks
or on floating mats.

Counterclockwise
a. S. flava
b. S. rubra
c. S. psitticina
d. S. minor
e. S. rosea
f. S. leucophylla
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Local Native Nurseries
Our local native nurseries are our fans, and they need our business. Call for retail days and hours.

Hillsborough County

Polk County

Little Red Wagon

The Nectary

1047 E Main St.
Lakeland, FL 33801

4113 Henderson Blvd
Tampa, Florida 33629
Phone: 813-755-9579
Website: http://www.littleredwagonnativenursery.com
Email:Info@ButterflyTampa.com

Phone: 863-937-7879
Website: http://thenectarylkid.com
Email: thenectarylkid@gmail.com

Manatee County
Sweet Bay Nursery

Green Seasons
12340 FL-62

10824 Erie Rd
Parrish, Florida 34219

Parrish, Florida 34219

Phone: 941-776-0501
Website: http://sweetbaynursery.com/
Email: sweetbaynursery@gmail.com

Phone: 941-776-1605
Website: http://www.greenseasonsnursery.com
Email: seaoater@gmail.com

Pinellas County
Twigs & Leaves
Wilcox Nursery & Landscape

12501 Indian Rocks Rd
Largo, Florida 33774-3037

Phone: 727-595-2073
Website: http://www.wilcoxnursery.com
Email: Wilcox12501@gmail.com

Lake County
Green Isle Gardens
11303 SR 33
Groveland, FL 34736

Phone: 407-948-8980
Website: http://greenislegardens.com
Email: gignatives@gmail.com

610 27th St S
St Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone:727-822-5400
Website: http://www.twigsnleaves.com
Email: twigsnleavessp@gmail.com

State-wide
Florida Association of Native Nurseries (find a
nursery)
https://PlantRealFlorida.org

Wildflower seeds (Florida Wildflowers Growers
Cooperative)
https://floridawildflowers.com
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Officers and Board of Directors

Newsletter Submissions
Deadline for November Newsletter: October 25

President –Virginia Overstreet
vaoverstreet@gmail.com
Vice President – Shirley Denton
ecotypes@outlook.com
Secretary - Tina (Mable) Patterson
mablepatterson@hotmail.com
Treasurer - Niki Cribbs
cribbs813@gmail.com
Directors at Large
Mike Fite
fitemf@gmail.com
Steve Dickman
palmettobug13@yahoo.com
Anita Camacho
anita@butterflytampa.com

Send contributions to Shirley Denton at ecotypes@outlook.com.
Contributions should be original, with references where appropriate.
Photographs and drawings should belong to the submitter or submitted along
with written permission from the owner and be of appropriate resolution for
printing (a width of 1000 pixels is generally adequate for this newsletter, but
err toward larger so that they pictures can be cropped if needed). All
submissions should be in formats standardly used in documents and readable
on Windows PCs.
Submissions will be reviewed for accuracy with preference for being
relevant to the FNPS mission and local environmental events.

All content copyrighted by the Suncoast
Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society,
2022

Program Managers
Fieldtrips
Steve Dickman
palmettobug13@yahoo.com
Tina Patterson
mablepatterson@hotmail.com
305-298-6381
Librarian
Vikki Sinclair, 989-2896
Newsletter
Shirley Denton - editor
ecotypes@outlook.com
813-625-5031
Mike Fite – chief assistant
fitemf@gmail.com
Social Media
Open

“Wildness is the preservation of the
World.”
― Henry David Thoreau, Walking
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