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"What Should I Plant Here?" 
This on-line meeting will feature members who have a problem area in their yards and want advice on what 
native plants to use.  

Typical questions to get you thinking about it – (these questions are not real unless you ask them) 

1.  My neighbors like military-dress neatness.  How can I manage my yard to that they don’t complain? 
2. I have an open, very dry, property.  Are there any ferns that I can grow?  Other groundcovers? 

Submit questions and photographs to Virginia Overstreet., vaoverstreet@gmail.com. Photos should relate 
directly to your question.  We will use them to build an outline for the program. 

Board Meeting:  January 10, 7::00pm 

All members are welcome.  You can propose agenda items. Contact Tina Patterson for more information. This 
will be an online meeting. 

In Memory of  

Gar Reed 

This is an online meeting.   

We will post the link on our website and send a reminder to members the week before 

the meeting.  

January 19, 7:00 pm 
 
 

mailto:vaoverstreet@gmail.com
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January Field Trip 
January 29.  10am – 1pm 

 

Join other Suncoast members for a visit to TECO’s Manatee Viewing Center (MVC) Coastal Habitat Trail. The 
shell, boardwalk and paved trail begins at the southwest corner of the MVC lot and connects to the TECO Clean 
Energy Center, the 50-foot-high observation tower and the FWC/Florida Aquarium conservation campus. The 
trail features a variety of upland and coastal habitats and their native plants. 

The walk is less than 2 miles total, and we can loop back at several points. Bring water and sun protection. 
The entry sign warns about mosquitoes, but I don’t think that either Tina or I met any flying biters.  The area 
features many birds and butterflies, so binoculars are recommended. Benches and tables along the path allow 
for rest or snack stops and there are restrooms at two points. After completing the trail, we can tour the Manatee 
Viewing Center. Masks are required indoors and requested in outdoor areas at the Manatee Viewing 
Center.  They are not needed on the Coastal Habitat Trail. 

If you are participating in Hillsborough County’s hiking spree, this trail should be on your list. 

To sign up, contact Tina Patterson, mablepatterson@hotmail.com or (305)-298-6381, leave name and 
message. Limited to 10 participants who must be FNPS members. The parking lot is likely to be very full on 
a Saturday morning, and the overflow lot is not close to the main parking lot.  Try to be there promptly by 10am 
to be sure that you get a space.  

mailto:mablepatterson@hotmail.com
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2022 Tentative Schedule 
January 8 Lettuce Lake walk for the general public 

 9 Field Trip – Nature Coast Field trip to Lettuce Lake – Suncoast members are invited– led 
by Joel Jackson  

 19 On-line meeting – What Should I Plant Here? 

 29 Field Trip – Big Bend TECO Education center and manatee viewing area 

February 5 Lettuce Lake walk for the general public 

 16 Meeting 

 TBD Field Trip 

March 5 Lettuce Lake walk for the general public 

 16 Meeting 

 TBD Field Trip 

April 2 Lettuce Lake walk for the general public 

 9-10 Plant Sale – USF Botanical Gardens Spring Festival or Suncoast Chapter Plant Sale 

 20 Meeting” 

 TBD Field Trip: –  

May 7 Lettuce Lake walk for the general public 

 18  Meeting 

 19-22 FNPS Conference – Jacksonville - virtual and in person 

 TBD Field Trip 

June 4 Lettuce Lake walk for the general public 

 15 Meeting 

 18 Field Trip 

July TBD Joint meeting with Sierra and Audubon  

 TBD Field Trip 

August 17 Meeting k 

 TBD No field trip (too hot) 

September NATIVE PLANT MONTH 

 3 Lettuce Lake walk for the general public 

 21 Meeting 

 TBD Field Trip 

October TBD Plant Sale – USF Botanical Gardens Fall Festival or Suncoast Chapter Plant Sale 

 19 Meeting : 

 TBD Camping Trip? – Johnathan Dickinson or Ochlochonee SP 

November 16 Meeting topic:  Elections, program TBD 

 TBD Field Trip 

December TBD No meeting – Holiday Party 
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Volunteer Opportunities in January 

If you would like to meet fellow members of the Suncoast Chapter of 
FNPS and/or share your love for native plants with the public, we will 
have many opportunities this year. Your efforts will increase awareness on 
the importance of native plants and will help people find resources to 
improve their properties with natives. 

 
Lettuce Lake Work Day 
There is a garden workday on the 4th Tuesday of each month at 8 am.  

Please contact Tina (Mable) Patterson by email 
mablepatterson@hotmail.com_(or phone ( 305) 298-6381 , text or call and 
leave name and message. 

 

Reminder – Report Your Suncoast Volunteer Hours,  
By Tina Patterson as Modified by Shirley Denton for 2022 
At the last FNPS Board meeting, we have a presentation on the importance of reporting volunteer yours.  These 
are important as they provide “matching hours” that help FNPS get grants for conservation efforts.  Every hour 
counts. 

Volunteer hours are unpaid work that you do as a member of Suncoast to promote the use of native plants, to 
preserve natural ecosystems and to educate the public about the benefits of natives. 

Every month Tina reports volunteer hours to FNPS for our chapter, Tina  counts meetings and field trip 
attendance, planning and preparation for plant sales and other club activities, speaking to organizations about 
native plants and maintaining community gardens featuring native plants. Some other volunteer activities are 
participation in research projects and surveys or in land management plan reviews.  

Since Tina began reporting in 2017, SNPS has logged over 10,000 hours of volunteer time. We grew from 1400 
in 2017 to almost 4000 in 2019. The closures, restrictions and postponements of the past year dropped us back 
significantly to 2000 hours reported. That is still a lot considering we had no USF Spring Plant Festival and 
parks were closed for up to 3 months. 

We hope we can increase our volunteer hours for 2022 back to record levels. We encourage everyone to 
participate in raising awareness of Florida native plants and then REPORT your activities to Tina!  

 

 

 

 

Volunteer-managed garden at Flatwoods Park.  Photo by Tina Patterson 

 
  

mailto:mablepatterson@hotmail.com?subject=Volunteer%20for%20Suncoast%20Chapter
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Remembering the December Field Trip to Fakahatchee State Park 

We gathered at Collier-Seminole State Park campground keeping our fingers crossed that we’d survive the 
dreaded mosquitoes.  Then when we did our Friday dusk walk at the park, we slathered on repellant, and walked 
the nature trail through a subtropical hammock. 

On Saturday, we headed for Fakahatchee Strand State Park.  We took a compass course into the swamp with 
Shirley carrying the compass and Steve heading us further and further into the swamp.  When someone got 
around to looking at Google Maps, we were further south than Shirley’s desired due-reconning east heading.  
But we chanced upon deep swamp heaven and that really make the trip special.  Orchids, peperomias, 
bromeliads galore. 

We beat our way back out on a northwest compass direction and not only made it back intact, but muddy happy. 

Sunday, we adjourned and individually went kayaking or canoeing on the Turner River.  We thoroughly enjoy 
the low mangroves dripping with bromeliads, and we got back on time to return the rental boats. 
 

Good Company = Great Adventures. 
 

Pictures above by Louise Ratterman (left: wading; right: clam shell orchid). .                                                                                      
Pictures below by Shirley Denton (left, ribbon orchid; center: Tina Patterson; right: Louise Ratterman)  
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Remembering Our Trip to Little Manatee River State Park 

 

 
Photos by Virginia Overstreet 

 

 

 

 

 

License Plate Vouchers 

Selling 3000 vouchers by October is incredibly important to FNPS as, if 
successful, it will provide long-term funding for the organization and its 
conservation efforts.  And yes, it will benefit our chapter.   

 Support native plants by buying a license plate voucher.    

To order, go to FNPS License Plate Voucher | Florida Native Plant 
Society to order:  https://forms.fnps.org/license-plate-voucher. 

Buying a voucher is a no-risk proposition.  If we don’t get enough vouchers for Florida to print the plate, you 
will be given the option to have a different plate or a refund. 

Please buy one or give one or more as a gift.  

 

FNPS 2022 Conference 

The Ixia Chapter is hosting the 2022 FNPS Conference.  This will be a hybrid conference with an option for on-
line only and a second option for in-person meetings and field trips.  It will be simplified from past in-person 
conferences, but will still have the basics which we have all come to love.  For me, these are the field trips and 
the opportunity to enjoy FNPS friends from all over Florida.   

Watch https://fnps.org/conference/2022 for more details.  The official announcment and openng of registration 
will likely be in mid-February. 

A few highlights: 

• “Adventures of a Transplanted Gardener”:  Improving efforts to create 
gardens that benefit pollinators 

• Cutting-edge research – the results of your donations toward native 
plant research especially as they benefit college and graduate students.  

• “Enhancing Landscapes with Native Plants to Attract Wildlife”  
• Why and how restoration matters  

https://forms.fnps.org/license-plate-voucher
https://forms.fnps.org/license-plate-voucher
https://forms.fnps.org/license-plate-voucher
https://fnps.org/conference
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Hillsborough County Polk County 
 
Little Red Wagon 
4113 Henderson Blvd  

Tampa, Florida 33629 

 
Phone: 813-755-9579 
Website: http://www.littleredwagonnativenursery.com 
Email:Info@ButterflyTampa.com 

 
The Nectary 
1047 E Main St. 
Lakeland, FL 33801 
P 

 
Phone: 863-937-7879 
Website: http://thenectarylkid.com 
Email: thenectarylkid@gmail.com 

Manatee County 

Sweet Bay Nursery 
10824 Erie Rd  
Parrish, Florida 34219 
 
Phone: 941-776-0501 
Website: http://sweetbaynursery.com/ 
Email: sweetbaynursery@gmail.com 

Green Seasons  
12340 SR 62  
Parrish, Florida 34219 
 
Phone: 941-776-1605 
Website: http://www.greenseasonsnursery.com 
Email: seaoater@gmail.com 

Pinellas County 
 
 
 
           Wilcox Nursery & Landscape 
             12501 Indian Rocks Rd  
             Largo, Florida 33774-3037  
 
Phone: 727-595-2073 
Website: http://www.wilcoxnursery.com 
Email: Wilcox12501@gmail.com 
 

 
Twigs & Leaves 
610 27th St S  
St Petersburg, Florida 33712 
 
Phone:727-822-5400 
Website: http://www.twigsnleaves.com 
Email: twigsnleavessp@gmail.com 

Lake County State-wide 

Green Isle Gardens 
11303 SR 33 
Groveland, FL 34736 

 
Phone: 407-948-8980 
Website: http://greenislegardens.com 
Email: gignatives@gmail.com 

 

Florida Association of Native Nurseries (find a 
nursery) 
https://PlantRealFlorida.org 

Wildflower seeds (Florida Wildflowers Growers 
Cooperative) 
https://floridawildflowers.com 

Local Native Nurseries 

Our local native nurseries are our fans, and they need our business.  Call for retail days and hours. 

 

 

 

                                                                            Whitebanded Fishing Spider - Dolomedes albineus 

http://www.littleredwagonnativenursery.com/
mailto:Info@ButterflyTampa.com
http://sweetbaynursery.com/
mailto:sweetbaynursery@gmail.com
mailto:seaoater@gmail.com
http://www.wilcoxnursery.com/
mailto:Wilcox12501@gmail.com
http://www.twigsnleaves.com/
mailto:twigsnleavessp@gmail.com
https://plantrealflorida.org/
https://floridawildflowers.com/
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Officers and Board of Directors 

President –Virginia Overstreet 
vaoverstreet@gmail.com 

 
Vice President – Shirley Denton 
      ecotypes@outlook.com 
 
Secretary - Tina (Mable) Patterson 

mablepatterson@hotmail.com 
 
Treasurer - Nikki Cribbs 

cribbs813@gmail.com 
 
Directors at Large 

Mike Fite 
fitemf@gmail.com 

Steve Dickman 
palmettobug13@yahoo.com 

Anita Camacho 
anita@butterflytampa.com 

 

Program Managers 

Fieldtrips 
Steve Dickman 

palmettobug13@yahoo.com 
Tina Patterson 

mablepatterson@hotmail.com 
305-298-6381 

Librarian 
Vikki Sinclair, 989-2896 

Newsletter 
Shirley Denton - editor 

ecotypes@outlook.com 
813-625-5031 

Mike Fite – chief assistant  
fitemf@gmail.com 

Social Media 

Anna Janosik 
annajano@protonmail.com 

 

 

Suncoast Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.            

P.O. Box 1158 

Seffner, FL  33583-1158  

     

 Please deliver to: 
  

All content copyrighted by the Suncoast 
Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society, 
2022 

 

Newsletter Submissions 

Deadline for February Newsletter:  Jan. 25 

Send contributions to Shirley Denton at ecotypes@outlook.com. 

Contributions should be original, with references where appropriate.  
Photographs and drawings should belong to the submitter or submitted along 
with written permission from the owner and be of appropriate resolution for 
printing (a width of 1000 pixels is generally adequate for this newsletter, but 
err toward larger so that they pictures can be cropped if needed).  All 
submissions should be in formats standardly used in documents and readable 
on Windows PCs. 

Submissions will be reviewed for accuracy with preference for being 
relevant to the FNPS mission and local environmental events. 

mailto:vaoverstreet@gmail.com
mailto:ecotypes@outlook.com
mailto:mablepatterson@hotmail.com
mailto:cribbs813@gmail.com
mailto:%20fitemf@gmail.com
mailto:palmettobug13@yahoo.com
mailto:anita@butterflytampa.com
mailto:palmettobug13@yahoo.com
mailto:mablepatterson@hotmail.com
mailto:ecotypes@outlook.com
mailto:fitemf@gmail.com
mailto:ecotypes@outlook.com
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