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Our program this month will be one of the FNPS Lunch and Learn 
programs coupled with a discussion of blue curls near us. 

In this program, we will learn about the beautiful diversity of Florida 
bluecurls (Genus: Trichostema, Family: Lamiaceae) from the researcher 
currently doing taxonomic work on this genus, Kevan McClelland!  He 
will give an overview of the genus including a newly recognized species 
T. suffrutescens (Florida scrub blue curls).  The speaker thinks there may 
be 5 additional identities (maybe subspecies) in Florida. 

This will be followed by a discussion on where to find the two Florida 
Trichostema species:  T. dichotomum (forked blue curls) and T. setaceum 
(narrowleaf blue curls), both of which occur in Hillsborough County.  
This discussion will be led by Steve Dickman. 

This is an online meeting.  Check the website (Suncoast.fnpschapters.org) for the 

GoToMeeting link.. 

We will be back with in-person meetings as soon as our venues are open and safe. 

September 15, 7:00 pm 
 

Board Meeting:  October 5, 7::00pm 

All members are welcome.  You can propose agenda items. Contact Tina Patterson for more 
information. This will be an online meeting. 
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Plant Swap 
We are having our second plant swap on September 11.  This is your chance to 
bring plants from you garden and receive plants from others.  No money is 
involved. 

Plants or seeds should include a card or envelope with the scientific name, water 
and light requirements and mature size. You can also include information like 
common name, value to wildlife, pest or disease problems etc. 

Package seeds in envelopes or bags (each seed does NOT count as one plant!). If 
we have extras, we’ll have a “grab what’s left” at the end. 

Please plan to social distance and wear a mask. This is also a great outdoor event 
where we can see each other and share our gardening experiences.  This event is for FNPS members. 

Location: Lettuce Lake Conservation Park, 6920 E Fletcher Ave, Tampa 33637 

Directions: Park pass or $2 park entrance fee at the ranger station (Virginia says she can reimburse). At the end 
of the entrance road is a T-junction and stop sign. Turn right and follow signs for picnic pavilion 10 (but we are 
NOT using that pavilion). Park on the south side of the parking area and we will set up at one of the open picnic 
tables on the south side of the lot. There are restrooms nearby. Bring your own water and snacks. And plants! 

Contact: Tina Patterson, mailto:mablepatterson@hotmail.com or call or text 305-298-6381 (leave name and 
message) 

  

 

entative Schedule 
 

Schedule 
September 4, 9am Lettuce Lake Plant Walk 

 11, 9 am Plant Swap at Lettuce Lake Park 

 15, 7 pm Meeting Topic:  TBD 

 18 Field Trip– TBD 

October 10-11 Plant Sale – USF  Botanical Gardens - tentative – we will have a plant sale or plant 
swap even if the Gardens cannot have their big event. 

  Meeting Topic:  TBD 

  Plant Swap 

 22-24 Camping Trip– Highlands Hammock 

November  Meeting topic:  Suncoast elections, program TBD 

  Field Trip– TBD 

December TBD No meeting – Holiday Party 

 9-13 Camping Trip – Collier-Seminole & Fakahatchee Strand 

 

Plant swap photos by Janet Bowers (top) 
and Anita Camacho (left) 

mailto:mablepatterson@hotmail.com
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FNPS and the Florida Wildflower Foundation Formalize Their 
Longtime Partnership 

-- text and photo from  FWF blog 
 

 
 

The Florida Wildflower Foundation (FWF) and Florida Native Plant Society (FNPS) formalized their longtime 
partnership by signing an agreement on June 6 to work in tandem for the good of native, natural Florida. The 
organizations will continue to pursue their own goals while collaborating on projects compatible with their 
missions. 

FWF protects, connects and expands native habitat corridors across Florida through education, planting, 
conservation and research projects. FNPS preserves, conserves and restores native plants and native plant 
communities. 

The organizations will assess opportunities to team up on such initiatives as native plant surveys, monitoring 
and seeding, as well as the promotion of native plant conservation and restoration along roadsides and within 
utility corridors. 

“Putting this agreement in place is an exciting step,” said FWF Executive Director Lisa Roberts. “Our 
organization has worked with individual FNPS chapters for years to provide educational opportunities, 
demonstration gardens and guidance on preserving roadside wildflowers. Now we will join with FNPS’ state 
leadership to pursue projects that are within both of our missions. It’s a win-win for native, natural Florida.” 

“This Memorandum of Understanding acknowledges the long-standing partnership of the Florida Native Plant 
Society and the Florida Wildflower Foundation. FNPS and FWF have worked to save Florida native plants from 
the bulldozers as roads and other development are bearing down on native plant habitat; we’ve worked to help 
local governments write and approve resolutions aimed at protecting Florida native plants found on roadsides 
from over-mowing. FNPS is pleased to expand this relationship even further to enable us to preserve, conserve 
and restore Florida native plants and plant communities,” said Juliet Rynear, FNPS Executive Director. 
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Turner River mangrove tunnel. 

 Seeking Social Media Coordinator  
What is it about this that has no one volunteered to 
manage our Suncoast Facebook?  The task is easy, 
just keep it up to date with content relevant to the 
chapter.  Post our chapter events.  Post other events 
of interest to members.  You do not need to be an 
expert.  Out chapter relies on our volunteeers 

Please contact Virginia Overstreet, 
vaoverstreet@gmail.com, to volunteer.. 

 

Camping Trips 
We have several camping trips planned later this year.  

 

Highlands Hammock – October 22-24.   

Visit primeval live oak forest, walk the boardwalk, and visit an 
ancient Lake Wales Ridge scrub filled with rare plants.  We arrive 
Friday evening and depart Sunday around 1 pm.  The park is 
varied and the walking is easy. 

Collier-Seminole State Park and Fakahatchee            
Strand – December 10-13.   

Plan on camping in a semi-topical setting and going on a compass 
wade into Fakahatchee Strand.  We will arrive Friday evening and 
depart Monday morning giving ourselves 2 full days in the woods 
(Saturday and Sunday).  If you arrive early on Friday, walking the 
nature trail is recommended.  On Saturday (Fakahatchee), plan on 
wading in deep water and mud though we will try for most of the 
trip to be easy walking. 

We will have an option to do a paddle on the Turner River on 
Sunday.  This will be on-our own, but we will provide a contact to 
rent a boat if needed.  The Turner River has a mangrove tunnel 
where the mangroves are covered with bromeliads, and orchids 
are fairly common.  When I paddled it in 2020, there was a night 
scented orchid in full bloom at boat level.  This is an easy paddle. 

  

We recommend that you make 
reservations for the two state parks now.   
 
Hotels are available in Sebring for 
Highlands Hammock.  For Collier-
Seminole/Fakahatchee, a good hotel 
would be at Port-of-the-Islands, and 
there are options in Everglades City.   
 
Tina has reserved several campsites at 
each park – contact her for information 
(we can put 2 tents and up to 8 people on 
each site).   
 
 
 

 

The mission of the Florida Native Plant Society is to preserve, conserve, and restore the native 
plants and native plant communities of Florida. 

 

 

mailto:vaoverstreet@gmail.com
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FNPS Seeks a New Executive Director 
Juliet Rynear, our current Executive Director is leaving the state and leaving FNPS. 

As a result, the Florida Native Plant Society (FNPS) is seeking  an energetic Executive Director to lead our non-
profit membership-based organization of over 5000 members statewide.  If you or someone you know would be 
interested in this position, a full job description and application can be found at 
https://www.fnps.org/assets/pdf/news/FNPS_ED_Search_Announcement_September2021.pdf 

 

Upcoming FNPS Lunch and Learns: 

• 9/10 Florida’s Carnivorous Plants with Lilly Anderson-Messec 
• 10/29 The Dicerandras of Florida with Andre Naranjo 
• 1/14/22 The Caterpillar Connection with Deborah Green 

Look in the news on the FNPS website for more information including instructions on how to see the program. 

 

Bad News on Global Climate 
In late August, the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change issued  its sixth assessment of global 
climate.  The take-home is that  humans are “unequivocally” causing climate change.  A 1.5°C (2.7 °F) of 
temperature rise is expected to be irreversible, and a  two-foot rise in sea levels by the end of the century is 
likely.  The report does say that further increases can be limited, but only if governments take the changes 
seriously and humans quickly stops relying on fossil fuels. You can find a summary of key points at 
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_WGI_Headline_Statements.pdf or access the 
full report at https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_WGI_Full_Report.pdf. 
 

License Plate Vouchers 
Support native plants by buying a license plate voucher.    

Prepare before you order.  You, the buyer, must provide your driver’s license number.  If you are buying this for 
yourself you should also know the license tag on your car.  If buying for someone else, you don’t need their 
driver’s license number, but you do need to be able to provide their name, email, and phone number and a 
description of their car (with plate number if you have it). 

To order, go to FNPS License Plate Voucher | Florida Native Plant Society to order:  
https://forms.fnps.org/license-plate-voucher. 
  

https://www.fnps.org/assets/pdf/news/FNPS_ED_Search_Announcement_September2021.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_WGI_Headline_Statements.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_WGI_Full_Report.pdf
https://forms.fnps.org/license-plate-voucher
https://forms.fnps.org/license-plate-voucher
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Forked Bluecurls (Trichostema dichotomum) 
By Shirley Denton 
 

 

Family: Lamiaceae (mint family). 

Type of Plant: Annual or occasionally, short-lived perennial. 

Sems and leaves: Leaves are opposite, with entire margins.  

Flowers:  Blue to purple-blue (occasionally white) with curling stamens and styles. 

Fruits: Fruit is a nutlet.  

Soil:  Sands to sandy loams.  Well drained to very well drained. 

Light:  Full sun to light shade.  

Propagation: Self seeds. 

Landscape Uses:  12-18 inches tall but can grow to over 3 feet in optimal conditions.  

Availability: Usually grown from seed and will reseed. Sometimes found at native nurseries. 

Wildlife uses:   Attracts bees.   

Native Range:  Found natively throughout eastern and central North America north to the Canadian border and 
south through the Florida peninsula.  Not found in the Keys 

KEY REFERENCES 

https://www.fnps.org/plant/trichostema-dichotomum. 

Wunderlin, R. P., B. F. Hansen, A. R. Franck, and F. B. Essig. 2021. Atlas of Florida Plants 
(http://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/), Institute for Systematic Botany, University of South Florida, Tampa. 

https://www.fnps.org/plant/trichostema-dichotomum
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Hillsborough County Polk County 
 
Little Red Wagon 
4113 Henderson Blvd  

Tampa, Florida 33629 

 
Phone: 813-755-9579 
Website: http://www.littleredwagonnativenursery.com 
Email:Info@ButterflyTampa.com 

 
The Nectary 
1047 E Main St. 
Lakeland, FL 33801 
P 

 
Phone: 863-937-7879 
Website: http://thenectarylkid.com 
Email: thenectarylkid@gmail.com 

Manatee County 

Sweet Bay Nursery 
10824 Erie Rd  
Parrish, Florida 34219 
 
Phone: 941-776-0501 
Website: http://sweetbaynursery.com/ 
Email: sweetbaynursery@gmail.com 

Green Seasons  
12340 SR 62  
Parrish, Florida 34219 
 
Phone: 941-776-1605 
Website: http://www.greenseasonsnursery.com 
Email: seaoater@gmail.com 

Pinellas County 
 
 
 
           Wilcox Nursery & Landscape 
             12501 Indian Rocks Rd  
             Largo, Florida 33774-3037  
 
Phone: 727-595-2073 
Website: http://www.wilcoxnursery.com 
Email: Wilcox12501@gmail.com 
 

 
Twigs & Leaves 
610 27th St S  
St Petersburg, Florida 33712 
 
Phone:727-822-5400 
Website: http://www.twigsnleaves.com 
Email: twigsnleavessp@gmail.com 

Lake County State-wide 

Green Isle Gardens 
11303 SR 33 
Groveland, FL 34736 

 
Phone: 407-948-8980 
Website: http://greenislegardens.com 
Email: gignatives@gmail.com 

 

Florida Association of Native Nurseries (find a 
nursery) 
https://PlantRealFlorida.org 

Wildflower seeds (Florida Wildflowers Growers 
Cooperative) 
https://floridawildflowers.com 

Local Native Nurseries 
Our local native nurseries are our fans, and they need our business.  Call for retail days and hours. 

 

Local Native Nurseries 
Our local native nurseries are our fans, and they need our business.  Call for retail days and hours. 

 

http://www.littleredwagonnativenursery.com/
mailto:Info@ButterflyTampa.com
http://sweetbaynursery.com/
mailto:sweetbaynursery@gmail.com
mailto:seaoater@gmail.com
http://www.wilcoxnursery.com/
mailto:Wilcox12501@gmail.com
http://www.twigsnleaves.com/
mailto:twigsnleavessp@gmail.com
https://plantrealflorida.org/
https://floridawildflowers.com/
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Officers and Board of Directors 

President –Virginia Overstreet 
vaoverstreet@gmail.com 

 
Vice President – Shirley Denton 
      ecotypes@outlook.com 
 
Secretary - Tina (Mable) Patterson 

mablepatterson@hotmail.com 
 
Treasurer - Nikki Cribbs 

cribbs813@gmail.com 
 
Directors at Large 

Mike Fite 
fitemf@gmail.com 

Steve Dickman 
palmettobug13@yahoo.com 

Anita Camacho 
anita@butterflytampa.com 

Janet Bowers 
jbowers27@yahoo.com 

 

Program Managers 

Fieldtrips 
Steve Dickman 

palmettobug13@yahoo.com 
Tina Patterson 

mablepatterson@hotmail.com 
305-298-6381 

Librarian 
Vikki Sinclair, 989-2896 

Newsletter 
Shirley Denton - editor 

ecotypes@outlook.com 
813-625-5031 

Mike Fite – chief assistant  
fitemf@gmail.com 

Social Media 

Vacant 

Newsletter Submissions 

Deadline for October Newsletter:  Sept. 25 

Send contributions to Shirley Denton at ecotypes@outlook.com. 

Contributions should be original, with references where appropriate.  
Photographs and drawings should belong to the submitter or submitted along 
with written permission from the owner and be of appropriate resolution for 
printing (a width of 1000 pixels is generally adequate for this newsletter, but 
err toward larger so that they pictures can be cropped if needed).  All 
submissions should be in formats standardly used in documents and readable 
on Windows PCs. 

Submissions will be reviewed for accuracy with preference for being 
relevant to the FNPS mission and local environmental events. 

 

Suncoast Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.            

P.O. Box 1158 

Seffner, FL  33583-1158  

    
  

 Please deliver to: 
  

All content copyrighted by the Suncoast 
Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society, 
2021 

 

mailto:vaoverstreet@gmail.com
mailto:ecotypes@outlook.com
mailto:mablepatterson@hotmail.com
mailto:cribbs813@gmail.com
mailto:%20fitemf@gmail.com
mailto:palmettobug13@yahoo.com
mailto:anita@butterflytampa.com
mailto:jbowers27@yahoo.com
mailto:palmettobug13@yahoo.com
mailto:mablepatterson@hotmail.com
mailto:ecotypes@outlook.com
mailto:fitemf@gmail.com
mailto:ecotypes@outlook.com
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