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This is an online meeting. We will send you a link the day before the meeting.
We will be back with in-person meetings as soon as our venues are open and safe.

June 16, 7:00 pm

Program
USF Forest Preserve
By Jeannie Mounger
Located north of Fletcher Ave, the USF Forest Preserve protects over 600 acres
of imperiled sandhill and wetland ecosystems and nearly a dozen endangered or
threatened plant species. More than 400 native plant species can be found within
the preserve, along with and estimated 194 bird species, 31 reptile species,
bobcats, otters, fox squirrels, white-tailed deer, and countless other wildlife. For
decades, the Preserve has functioned as a core research facility and natural classroom for many departments in
the College of Arts and Sciences. The entire property also serves as a critical link in a wildlife corridor that
joins the Cypress Creek floodplain to the Green Swamp.
This talk will explore the variety of habitat types and floristic diversity found within the USF Forest Preserve,
highlighting several endemics and species of conservation concern. It will also detail the current threats facing
the future of biodiversity in the preserve.
Jeannie Mounger is a PhD candidate and teaching assistant in the Integrative Biology department at the
University of South Florida where she studies epigenomics and transcriptomics of coastal and invasive plant
species. Her work primarily focuses on Spartina alterniflora, Rhizophora mangle, and the Reynoutria japonica
species complex. She has taught courses in Field Botany, Biodiversity, and Ecology. She is also an 8thgeneration Floridian with a passion for Florida's native flora. Recently, she co-founded the grassroots initiative
Save the USF Forest Preserve, which is seeking to prevent the destruction the preserve.
1

Field Trip 1 – USF Forest Preserve
Saturday, June 19, 9:00 am
Contact Tina to reserve your spot and get directions to the site:
FNPS Members Only (Max 15)

305-298-6381

We will be visiting the USF Forest Preserve. We will get to explore the preserve guided by our June speaker,
Jeannie Mounger. You will get to see why this preserve is ecologically valuable and get to discuss potential
pros and cons of different long term protection and funding opportunities with the people who are leading the
charge to protect the preserve.
The preserve is large and diverse. Expect a walk of about 2 miles, mostly on easy trails. Be prepared for some
off-trail wandering.

Cypress Creek floodplain in the USF
Forest Preserve. Photo by Jeannie
Mounger

Field Trip 2 – Upper Tampa Bay Park
Saturday, June 26, 9:00 am
We will meet at the Welcome Center at 9:00 am. At this time
the trip is fluid, but this is a varied place with coastal flatwoods,
a trail to a boardwalk, and a trail to a saltern as options. The
latter is one of the best salterns (hyper saline marshes) in the
Tampa Bay Area. Come explore with us.

Board Meeting: June 11, 7::00pm
All members are welcome. You can propose agenda items.
Contact Tina Patterson for more information. This will be
an online meeting.

Join FNPS to join our Suncoast Chapter,
https://fnps.org/participate/membershipinfo
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Local Native Nurseries
Our local native nurseries are our fans, and they need our business. Call for retail days and hours.

Hillsborough County

Polk County

Little Red Wagon

The Nectary

4113 Henderson Blvd
Tampa, Florida 33629

1047 E Main St.
Lakeland, FL 33801
P

Phone: 813-755-9579
Website: http://www.littleredwagonnativenursery.com
Email:Info@ButterflyTampa.com

Phone: 863-937-7879
Website: http://thenectarylkid.com
Email: thenectarylkid@gmail.com

Manatee County
Sweet Bay Nursery

Green Seasons

10824 Erie Rd
Parrish, Florida 34219

12340 SR 62
Parrish, Florida 34219

Phone: 941-776-0501
Website: http://sweetbaynursery.com/
Email: sweetbaynursery@gmail.com

Phone: 941-776-1605
Website: http://www.greenseasonsnursery.com
Email: seaoater@gmail.com

Pinellas County
Twigs & Leaves
610 27th St S
St Petersburg, Florida 33712

Wilcox Nursery & Landscape
12501 Indian Rocks Rd
Largo, Florida 33774-3037

Phone:727-822-5400
Website: http://www.twigsnleaves.com
Email: twigsnleavessp@gmail.com

Phone: 727-595-2073
Website: http://www.wilcoxnursery.com
Email: Wilcox12501@gmail.com

Lake County
Green Isle Gardens
11303 SR 33
Groveland, FL 34736
Phone: 407-948-8980
Website: http://greenislegardens.com
Email: gignatives@gmail.com

Information provided by the
Suncoast Chapter, Florida Native Plant Society
5-29-2021
To join: https://fnps.org/join
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Garden Update
By Tina Patterson
The Lettuce Lake garden is growing! A path realignment
has expanded the garden on the north side of the Visitor
Center by almost 300 square feet. Right now the area is
dirt, sand and mulch from the old path, but, together with
Tampa Audubon, we are planning improvements.
The sunnier parts will be planted with flowers like tickseed,
rosinweed, goldenrod and salvia to increase butterfly
activity in the garden. We also hope to add at least one
seating area, small paths so that people can see the bird feeders and signs, and another birdbath. I have already
accumulated a plant wish list but any suggestions are welcome
What can you do to help? Glad you asked! If anyone is upgrading their water feature and has a birdbath to
donate, that would be great. We will also be asking for plant donations later this summer. And finally, all of this
new space will require occasional care. I want to make the fourth Tuesday of each month a designated workday
at the garden and will put this on our calendar starting June 22 at 8 am for an hour or two of weeding, planting,
mulching or trimming. Hope to see you there.

License Plate Vouchers
The license plate vouchers are now on sale.
FNPS must secure 3,000 voucher sales before the state of Florida will begin printing the plates. FNPS will then
receive $25 for each plate sold. The cost of a voucher, including the contribution and state fees is $34.
You can order plates for yourself or as gifts for friends and family.
Prepare before you order. You, the buyer, must provide your driver’s license number. If you are buying this
for yourself you should also know the license tag on your car. If buying for someone else, you don’t need their
driver’s license number, but you do need to be able to provide their name, email, and phone number and a
description of their car (with plate number if you have it).
To order, go to FNPS License Plate Voucher | Florida Native Plant Society to order:
https://forms.fnps.org/license-plate-voucher.
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Tentative Schedule
June

July

16

Meeting Topic: USF Natural Area – Jeannie Mounger

19

Field Trip - USF Forest Preserve – members only

22

Lettuce Lake Work Day – 8:00 am, 1 to 1.5 hours

26

Field Trip - Upper Tampa Bay Park

14

Joint meeting with Sierra and Audubon – Audubon is the host – it will be virtual

TBD

Field Trip

August

Meeting Topic: Council of Chapters – I’d like one of the Council leaders to speak
1 or 8

September

Buying trip to Little Red Wagon nursery
Meeting Topic: TBD
Field Trip– TBD

October

10-11

Plant Sale – USF
Meeting Topic: TBD

22-24
November

Camping Trip– Highlands Hammock
Meeting topic: Elections, program TBD
Field Trip– TBD

December

TBD

No meeting – Holiday Party

9-13

Camping Trip – Collier-Seminole & Fakahatchee Strand

Social Media
Stephen Hesterberg has volunteered to be our new Facebook manager. You can contact him using the
information on the last page of this newsletter.
.

The mission of the Florida Native Plant Society is to preserve, conserve, and restore the native
plants and native plant communities of Florida.
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Camping Trips
We have several camping trips planned this year.
1. Highlands Hammock – October 22-24.
Visit primeval live oak forest, walk the boardwalk, and
visit an ancient Lake Wales Ridge scrub filled with rare
plants. We arrive Friday evening and depart Sunday
around 1 pm. The park is varied and the walking is easy.
2. Collier-Seminole State Park and Fakahatchee

Strand – December 9-13.
Plan on camping in a semi-topical setting and going on a
compass wade into Fakahatchee Strand. We will arrive
Thursday evening and depart Sunday morning giving
ourselves 2 full days in the woods. Plan on wading in deep
water and mud.

Giant old live oak at Highlands Hammock State Park.
Photo by Shirley Denton

We recommend that you make reservations for the two state
parks now. Tina has reserved several sites – contact her for
information (we can put 2 tents and up to 8 people on each
site).

Save the Date
The joint meeting in July is on the 14th, earlier than our normal date. It will be virtual. Details next month.
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Events in Review

Green lynx on Sacoila lanceolata

Flatid planthopper on Virginia Creeper

Baldwin's eryngo, Eryngium baldwinii

Brittle maidenhair, Adiantum tenerum

Dwarf bristle fern, Trichomanes petersii
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Split Oak Field Trip, May 8, 2021
We were 9 people strong with Valerie Anderson joining us for the start of the trip.

Split Oak sign. Photo by Virginia Overstreet..

A split oak (there were several). Photo by Virginia Overstreet.
Our leader, and transport. Photo by Steve Dickman.

Calapogon multiflorus.
Photo by Virginia
Overstreet.

`
Pitcher plant, Sarracenia minor. Photo by Shirley Denton.

Stare-down between
Virginia and sandhill
crane at Moss Park.
Photo by Merrilee
Wallbrunn.

Typical flatwoods. Photo by Virginia Overstreet.
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Buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis)
By Shirley Denton
Family: Rubiaceae
Type of Plant: Long-lived shrub or small tree, 8 to 15+ ft tall by 6 to 10
ft wide.
Leaves: Simple, opposite to whirled.
Flowers: White, born in tight “balls” that resemble the early Soviet
sputnik satellites.
Fruits: Small nutlets born in a dense head. The common name of the
plant originates from the head of fruit that resembles an old fashioned
button.
Habitat: Found in wetlands especially flatwoods marshes and ponds and
along streams, cypress domes, and baygalls(seepage swamps).
Soil: Typically, mucky or alluvial.
Light: Full sun to light shade.
Water: Thrives in wet, often inundated settings but can be planted in
moist uplands.
Propagation: Easily grown from seed.
Landscape Uses: Good for a wetland garden or a rain garden.
Availability: Available from native nurseries especially ones
specializing in plants for wetland restoration.
Wildlife uses: This is an insect magnet. Native bees and flies, and
nectaring butterflies love this plant. Waterfowl and shore birds
consume the seeds.
Native Range: Eastern North America up to the taiga zone in Canada,
west into the eastern plains, and south into Mexico and central America,
also found (less commonly) in Arizona and California.
KEY REFERENCES
https://www.fnps.org/plant/cephalanthus-occidentalis
Wunderlin, R. P., B. F. Hansen, A. R. Franck, and F. B. Essig. 2021.
Atlas of Florida Plants (http://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/), Institute
for Systematic Botany, University of South Florida, Tampa.
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Newsletter Submissions

Officers and Board of Directors

Deadline for July Newsletter: June 25
President –Virginia Overstreet
vaoverstreet@gmail.com
Vice President – Shirley Denton
ecotypes@verizon.net
Secretary - Tina (Mable) Patterson
mablepatterson@hotmail.com
Treasurer - Nikki Cribbs
cribbs813@gmail.com

Send contributions to Shirley Denton at ecotypes@outlook.com.
Contributions should be original, with references where appropriate.
Photographs and drawings should belong to the submitter or submitted along
with written permission from the owner and be of appropriate resolution for
printing (a width of 1000 pixels is generally adequate for this newsletter, but
err toward larger so that they pictures can be cropped if needed). All
submissions should be in formats standardly used in documents and readable
on Windows PCs.
Submissions will be reviewed for accuracy with preference for being
relevant to the FNPS mission and local environmental events.

Directors at Large
Mike Fite
fitemf@gmail.com
Steve Dickman
palmettobug13@yahoo.com
Anita Camacho
anita@butterflytampa.com
Janet Bowers

All content copyrighted by the Suncoast
Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society,
2021

jbowers27@yahoo.com

Program Managers
Fieldtrips
Steve Dickman
palmettobug13@yahoo.com
Tina Patterson
mablepatterson@hotmail.com
305-298-6381

Suncoast Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 1158
Seffner, FL 33583-1158

Librarian
Vikki Sinclair, 989-2896
Newsletter

Please deliver to:

Shirley Denton - editor
ecotypes@outlook.com
813-625-5031
Mike Fite – chief assistant
fitemf@gmail.com
Social Media
Stephen Hesterberg
hesterberg@usf.edu
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