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This is an online meeting.

July 14, 7:00 pm
https://zoom.us/j/94423934097?pwd=RXBiZG5zMWpnNFp4VjRKZ21OV29Hdz09
Meeting ID: 944 2393 4097 Passcode: 497961

Joint Meeting withTampa Bay Audubon, Tampa Bay Sierra
Club
Tampa Electric Company’s Commitment to
Environmental Stewardship
By Stan Kroh

Stan Kroh is the Manager of Land and Stewardship Programs in the Environmental Services Department at Tampa
Electric Company. As part of his duties, he manages the Manatee Viewing Center and the Florida Conservation and
Technology Center. Prior to coming to Tampa Electric, he worked for the Environmental Protection Commission of
Hillsborough County in the Wetlands Management Division. He is active in the local environmental community and
serves as President of the Keep Tampa Bay Beautiful Board of Trustees, is immediate past chair of the Hillsborough
Greenways Committee, is Vice President of the Learning Gate Community School Board of Directors, and is on the
Board of Directors of the Florida Birding and Nature Festival. He is the 2019 recipient of the Keep America Beautiful
Iron Eyes Cody award, the highest national award given to a male volunteer for his dedication to environmental clean‐
ups and restoration around the Tampa Bay area.
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Nursery Tour and Buying
Opportunity -- Little Red
Wagon Native Nursery
Sunday, July 18, 10:00 am
We will be visiting the Little Red Wagon, the only
all-native nursery in Hillsborough County. Our
host is Anita Camacho, a member of our Suncoast
board of directors, and an expert on providing
habitat for butterflies. We will have a tour before
the nursery opens, and then we will have the
opportunity to shop – and snacks courtesy of our host.

Garden Update
By Tina Patterson
Gardeners are needed. We will have scheduled maintenance days at Lettuce Lake on the 4th Tuesday of each
month. The next one will be July 27 at 8 am.
We had our first volunteer day and cleared out some grass and planted Florida green eyes. The volunteer days
are each 4th Tuesday.
Please contact Tina Patterson for more information including how to access the park as a volunteer.
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License Plate Vouchers
The license plate vouchers are on sale.
FNPS must secure 3,000 voucher sales before the state of Florida will begin printing the plates. FNPS will then
receive $25 for each plate sold. The cost of a voucher, including the contribution and state fees is $34.
You can order plates for yourself or as gifts for friends and family.
Prepare before you order. You, the buyer, must provide your driver’s license number. If you are buying this for
yourself you should also know the license tag on your car. If buying for someone else, you don’t need their
driver’s license number, but you do need to be able to provide their name, email, and phone number and a
description of their car (with plate number if you have it).
To order, go to FNPS License Plate Voucher | Florida Native Plant Society to order:
https://forms.fnps.org/license-plate-voucher.

Tentative Schedule
July

14

Joint meeting with Sierra and Audubon – Audubon is the host – it will be virtual

18

Tour and buying trip to Little Red Wagon nursery

August

Meeting Topic: Council of Chapters – I’d like one of the Council leaders to speak
10

Board Meeting
No field trip – too hot!

September

Meeting Topic: TBD
Field Trip– TBD

October

10-11

Plant Sale – USF Botanical Gardens - tentative – we will have a plant sale even if the
Gardens cannot have their big event.
Meeting Topic: TBD

22-24
November

Camping Trip– Highlands Hammock
Meeting topic: Elections, program TBD
Field Trip– TBD

December

TBD

No meeting – Holiday Party

9-13

Camping Trip – Collier-Seminole & Fakahatchee Strand
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Social Media
We need a social media aficionado to manage
our Suncoast Facebook page. The task is easy,
just keep it up to date with content relevant to the
chapter. Post our chapter events. Post other
events of interest to members. You do not need
to be an expert.
Please contact Virginia Overstreet,
vaoverstreet@gmail.com, to volunteer..

Camping Trips
We have several camping trips planned later this year.

We recommend that you make
reservations for the two state parks now.

Highlands Hammock – October 22-24.

Hotels are available in Sebring for
Highlands Hammock. For CollierSeminole/Fakahatchee, a good hotel
would be at Port-of-the-Islands, and
there are options in Everglades City.

Visit primeval live oak forest, walk the boardwalk, and visit an
ancient Lake Wales Ridge scrub filled with rare plants. We arrive
Friday evening and depart Sunday around 1 pm. The park is
varied and the walking is easy.

Collier-Seminole State Park and Fakahatchee
Strand – December 10-13.
Plan on camping in a semi-topical setting and going on a compass
wade into Fakahatchee Strand. We will arrive Friday evening and
depart Monday morning giving ourselves 2 full days in the woods
(Saturday and Sunday). If you arrive early on Friday, walking the
nature trail is recommended. On Saturday (Fakahatchee), plan on
wading in deep water and mud though we will try for most of the
trip to be easy walking.
We will have an option to do a paddle on the Turner River on
Sunday. This will be on-our own, but we will provide a contact to
rent a boat if needed. The Turner River has a mangrove tunnel
where the mangroves are covered with bromeliads, and orchids
are fairly common. When I paddled it in 2020, there was a night
scented orchid in full bloom at boat level. This is an easy paddle.

Tina has reserved several campsites at
each park – contact her for information
(we can put 2 tents and up to 8 people on
each site).

Turner River mangrove tunnel.

The mission of the Florida Native Plant Society is to preserve, conserve, and restore the native
plants and native plant communities of Florida.
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Middleton High School FFA – Your Donations at Work
By Kenny Gil
The Middleton High School FFA Would like to
say thank you to the Suncoast Chapter of the
Florida Native Plant Society for awarding a grant
to our growing inner-city chapter during the
2020-2021 school year. Your grant helped
students learn about installing and maintaining
Florida Natives and their importance, but it has
done much more than that. The garden has
become a place for students and faculty visit to
take a quick mental break, to reconnect with
nature, to enjoy the flowers and pollinators. It has
also given the students a sense of pride; knowing
each time they pass by that their hands were
responsible for the creation of something
beautiful and beneficial. We were able to collect
seeds from a few of the plants and have some
small starts growing that we are going to plant in
another area of the school. We are looking
forward to what the 2021-2022 school year has to
offer and wish everyone at the SNPS well.

Redroot, Lachnanthes caroliniana

Join FNPS to join our Suncoast Chapter,
https://fnps.org/participate/membershipinfo

Board Meeting: August 10, 7::00pm (no July meeting)
All members are welcome. You can propose agenda items. Contact Tina
Patterson for more information. This will be an online meeting.
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Events in Review USF Forest Preserve
Images by John Lampkin and Virginia Overstreet and Jeannie
Mounger. Many thanks to Jeannie Mounger for leading the trip

Photo by Virginia Overstreet

Spiney pod, Matelea pubeflora

Whorled milkweed, Adiantum tenerum
Queen’s delight, Stillingia sylvatica
Butterfly orchid, Encyclia
tampensis, by Virginia
Overstreet

Cypress swamp by Jeannie
Mounger

Dwarf bristle fern, Trichomanes petersii
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Soft Rush (Juncus effusus)
By Shirley Denton
Family: Juncaceae
Type of Plant: Long-lived herbaceous perennial, typically about 3 ft tall by 23 ft tall by 2-4 ft wide.
Stems: The plant has green leaf-like stems which are round in cross-section.
These stems are what make the plant interesting in the landscape.
Flowers: Greenish-white, borne in clusters near the top of the stems.
Fruits: Brown capsules
Habitat: Found in wetlands especially flatwoods marshes and edges of ponds.
Frequently found in wetlands that have been grazed.
Soil: Typically, mucky or wet sands
Light: Full sun to light shade.
Water: Thrives in wet, often periodically inundated settings but can be
planted in moist uplands.
Propagation: Easy to grow by division of clumps. Can also be grown from
seed.
Landscape Uses: Good for a wetland garden or a rain garden.
Availability: Available from nurseries that specialize in plants for wetland
restoration. Sometimes sold by native retail nurseries.
Wildlife uses: Used by water birds for nesting and shelter. Also makes
habitat for small reptiles, amphibians, crustaceans, and insects many of which
are then preyed upon by birds. Muskrats eat the roots. Deer resistant.
Native Range: Wide-spread in North America where there are marshes and
seasonal ponds. Found throughout Florida with the exception of extreme SE
Florida and the Keys.

KEY REFERENCES
https://www.fnps.org/plant/juncus-effusus
Wunderlin, R. P., B. F. Hansen, A. R. Franck, and F. B. Essig. 2021.
Atlas of Florida Plants (http://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/), Institute
for Systematic Botany, University of South Florida, Tampa.
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Local Native Nurseries
Our local native nurseries are our fans, and they need our business. Call for retail days and hours.

Hillsborough County

Polk County

Little Red Wagon

The Nectary

Tampa, Florida 33629

1047 E Main St.
Lakeland, FL 33801
P

Phone: 813-755-9579
Website: http://www.littleredwagonnativenursery.com
Email:Info@ButterflyTampa.com

Phone: 863-937-7879
Website: http://thenectarylkid.com
Email: thenectarylkid@gmail.com

4113 Henderson Blvd

Manatee County
Sweet Bay Nursery

Green Seasons

Phone: 941-776-0501
Website: http://sweetbaynursery.com/
Email: sweetbaynursery@gmail.com

Phone: 941-776-1605
Website: http://www.greenseasonsnursery.com
Email: seaoater@gmail.com

10824 Erie Rd
Parrish, Florida 34219

12340 SR 62
Parrish, Florida 34219

Pinellas County
Twigs & Leaves
Wilcox Nursery & Landscape

12501 Indian Rocks Rd
Largo, Florida 33774-3037

610 27th St S
St Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone:727-822-5400
Website: http://www.twigsnleaves.com
Email: twigsnleavessp@gmail.com

Phone: 727-595-2073
Website: http://www.wilcoxnursery.com
Email: Wilcox12501@gmail.com

Lake County
Green Isle Gardens
11303 SR 33
Groveland, FL 34736

Phone: 407-948-8980
Website: http://greenislegardens.com
Email: gignatives@gmail.com

State-wide
Florida Association of Native Nurseries (find a
nursery)
https://PlantRealFlorida.org

Wildflower seeds (Florida Wildflowers Growers
Cooperative)
https://floridawildflowers.com
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Officers and Board of Directors
President –Virginia Overstreet
vaoverstreet@gmail.com
Vice President – Shirley Denton
ecotypes@verizon.net
Secretary - Tina (Mable) Patterson
mablepatterson@hotmail.com
Treasurer - Nikki Cribbs
cribbs813@gmail.com

Newsletter Submissions
Deadline for August Newsletter: July 25
Send contributions to Shirley Denton at ecotypes@outlook.com.
Contributions should be original, with references where appropriate.
Photographs and drawings should belong to the submitter or submitted along
with written permission from the owner and be of appropriate resolution for
printing (a width of 1000 pixels is generally adequate for this newsletter, but
err toward larger so that they pictures can be cropped if needed). All
submissions should be in formats standardly used in documents and readable
on Windows PCs.
Submissions will be reviewed for accuracy with preference for being
relevant to the FNPS mission and local environmental events.

Directors at Large
Mike Fite
fitemf@gmail.com
Steve Dickman
palmettobug13@yahoo.com
Anita Camacho
anita@butterflytampa.com
Janet Bowers
jbowers27@yahoo.com

All content copyrighted by the Suncoast
Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society,
2021

Program Managers
Fieldtrips
Steve Dickman
palmettobug13@yahoo.com
Tina Patterson
mablepatterson@hotmail.com
305-298-6381

Suncoast Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 1158
Seffner, FL 33583-1158

Librarian
Vikki Sinclair, 989-2896
Newsletter
Shirley Denton - editor
ecotypes@outlook.com
813-625-5031
Mike Fite – chief assistant
fitemf@gmail.com

Please deliver to:

Social Media
Vacant
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