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In Memory of

Gar Reed

The Suncoast Chapter lost a beloved former member in
November – Gar Reed.
Gar and his wife Eileen joined FNPS in 2012, and
almost immediately, Gar raised his hand at a business
meeting and volunteered to run for a board position in
the Suncoast Chapter. He then became our Treasurer,
and he was a very good one.
Gar and Eileen became active members. They took on
managing an abandoned native garden at the University
of Florida building on the Hillsborough Community
College campus in Plant City. Gar also came on many
field trips. We will remember Gar and Eileen joining
some of our earliest chapter camping trips.
Several years ago, Gar and Eileen moved to Bradenton,
but until recently they maintained membership in our
Suncoast Chapter.
We are dedicating this issue of our newsletter to Gar.

Photo provided by Donna Bollenbach

There is no December meeting. Please enjoy your holidays.
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Obituary
Provided by Eileen Reed
Edgar McCook Reed (b.1945 William Edgar Reed) born in
Philadelphia area of Pennsylvania. passed peacefully on November
9th. His loving wife Eileen “The Dream” was by his side. He
succumbed to MDS a blood disorder and was part of a clinical trial
at Moffit Cancer Center.
He is survived by his daughter Elizabeth and son Andrew; his
step- children Lena and Said; his sisters Margo and Louise. His
four grandchildren Maya, Lucas, Penny and Piper.
He served the Marine Corps 1962-68 working with NASA in
intelligence and radio communications. He received shrapnel
wounds but refused the purple heart. His second language was
Thai and was stationed in Thailand for part of his service with two
tours of Vietnam.
Professionally Gar Attended University of Pennsylvania, Temple
University and received master’s in economics from Rutgers
University. With this he worked in health care administration for
45 years and finished his career with wonderful people in Watson
Clinic in Lakeland, Florida.

Gar with Eileen atw Kissimmee Prairie State Park

He pursued an interest in the Martial arts that started with Judo training in the Marines. He studied other styles
throughout his life, becoming an instructor and achieved black belt level in Kung Fu. Gar’s other passion was
listening, playing and writing music. He loved blues and rock and roll and passed that love of music to his
family.
When he moved to Florida from the Pa-New Jersey he was known to chant “Go Bolts” being an avid hockey
enthusiast and attended many Lightning games.
Above all else his hobby was to spend time outdoors with Eileen enjoying the natural beauty of the world. They
became Florida Master Naturalists through the University of Florida program and helped to preserve natural
abitats. Their love of birding took them on many journeys though Central and South America. He will and is
missed by many especially for his quirky dry humor and quick wit..

Photos by Donna
Bollenbach
2013 holiday party and
Plant City Garden
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.Tributes
I remember the first day I got to know Gar at an SNPS meeting. Gar was a new member at the time and at that
meeting, Board of Director nominations were being presented to the membership. There was still an unfilled
position on the BOD, and Devon Higgenbotham, our President at the time, asked the membership if they would
like to nominate someone for the open position. Gar raised his hand, and said, “I would be happy to help”.
Someone officially nominated him, and from that day forward, Gar became a dedicated, hardworking, and longlasting Board Member. He rarely missed meetings doing one of the hardest and most important jobs performing
the duty of Treasurer.
Gar was a tall, strong man who served his country in the military as a well-trained and capable soldier serving
two tours in the Vietnam war. Despite his military background and imposing stature, Gar was one of the
kindest men I have known with a gentle demeanor. He was a loving husband to his wife Eileen, he loved
nature, always had a smile, and had a great sense of humor. Gar was also not afraid to work hard for what he
believed in, volunteering his time frequently to many environmental organizations.
I was fortunate enough to spend time with Gar and Eileen socially other than at SNPS activities. I can’t thank
you enough for the times we had during our friendship. Thank you for all the work you have done for SNPS,
and for all the time you invested in protecting Florida’s precious resources. Fly high my good friend. You will
not be forgotten, and you will truly be missed.
Troy Springer
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GAR was not only Treasurer of SNPS for many years, but he was a TREASURE to our chapter. He had the
biggest SMILE and the best sense of HUMOR. He could light up a room with that smile. As a board member,
he rarely missed a meeting. Even when he had his knee operation, he came wheeling in on his scooter., and, of
course, he was smiling. When he wasn't working his day job, he also volunteered at our Plant Sales and the
Plant City Gardens.
When Gar retired, I was so happy for him and Eileen. Even after Gar fell ill, they were very active and enjoyed
birding and traveling. I was so glad that Bob and I were able to meet up with them at Lake Chatuge in north
Georgia. They treated us to a pontoon boat ride around the reservoir. It was an absolutely beautiful day with a
beautiful couple.
Gar will be missed.
Donna Bollenbach
Gar was the treasurer when I was president and attended several field trips during the years that he was
active. We had a few board meetings at his house but I'm not sure I have the right words to honor his legacy, I
don't feel that I knew him very well. He was a good person to have in meetings and on trips as he was positive
thinking and willing to help. (I especially appreciated his willingness to volunteer at the plant sale and be SNPS
treasurer.)
Janet Bowers
I did not know Gar very well outside of his participation in our chapter. I rapidly came to enjoy his
competency, his wit, and his enthusiasm. He was very quiet and unassuming, but always and reliably there and
helpful. I well remember what I think was his first Suncoast camping adventure in their “new” van at
Johnathan-Dickinson State Park. He and Eileen were very keen to have the camper and were learning about its
quirks as well as hiking with our group throughout the park. I was amazed at his (and Eileen’s) adoption of the
old garden in Plant City, and the huge amount of energy that they put into making it nice.
Yes, he is missed.
Shirley Denton
I spent time last night going through old newsletters and
found 2 pictures of Gar.
Surprisingly, I could not find him in any of the plant
sale pictures even though he was there every day. That
is where I remember him best, especially how he could
fit everything but the stakes and canopy into his Prius!
He was treasurer from 2013 until March 2018 and plant
sale coordinator from 2015 until October 2017.
He will be remembered as a treasure.
Tina Patterson
Cockroach Bay. Photo by Joel Jackson
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License Plate Vouchers
Support native plants by buying a license plate voucher.
To order, go to FNPS License Plate Voucher | Florida Native
Plant Society to order: https://forms.fnps.org/license-platevoucher.
This plate is our opportunity to provide stable funding for
FNPS for many years to come. Yes, the plate may not have
your dream illustration on it, but we will be able to update it!
Please buy one or give one or more as gifts this holiday season.

Remembering the November Field Trip to Little Manatee River
State Park

Little Manatee River State Park Photos by Virginia
Overstreet
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More Little Manatee River State Park
Photos by John Lampkin

Habenaria floribunda

Greenfly orchis, Epidendrum conopseum

Lettuce Lake Work Day
There is a garden workday on
December 28.
Please contact Tina (Mable)
Patterson by email
mablepatterson@hotmail.com_(or
phone ( 305) 298-6381 , text or call
and leave name and message.

Whitebanded Fishing Spider - Dolomedes albineus

Croton sp.

a

Thelypteris reticulata sporangia
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Local Native Nurseries
Our local native nurseries are our fans, and they need our business. Call for retail days and hours.

Hillsborough County

Polk County

Little Red Wagon

The Nectary

4113 Henderson Blvd
Tampa, Florida 33629

1047 E Main St.
Lakeland, FL 33801
P

Phone: 813-755-9579
Website: http://www.littleredwagonnativenursery.com
Email:Info@ButterflyTampa.com

Phone: 863-937-7879
Website: http://thenectarylkid.com
Email: thenectarylkid@gmail.com

Manatee County
Sweet Bay Nursery

Green Seasons

10824 Erie Rd
Parrish, Florida 34219

12340 SR 62
Parrish, Florida 34219

Phone: 941-776-0501
Website: http://sweetbaynursery.com/
Email: sweetbaynursery@gmail.com

Phone: 941-776-1605
Website: http://www.greenseasonsnursery.com
Email: seaoater@gmail.com

Pinellas County
Twigs & Leaves
610 27th St S
St Petersburg, Florida 33712

Wilcox Nursery & Landscape
12501 Indian Rocks Rd
Largo, Florida 33774-3037

Phone:727-822-5400
Website: http://www.twigsnleaves.com
Email: twigsnleavessp@gmail.com

Phone: 727-595-2073
Website: http://www.wilcoxnursery.com
Email: Wilcox12501@gmail.com

Lake County
Green Isle Gardens
11303 SR 33
Groveland, FL 34736
Phone: 407-948-8980
Website: http://greenislegardens.com
Email: gignatives@gmail.com

State-wide
Florida Association of Native Nurseries (find a
nursery)
https://PlantRealFlorida.org

Wildflower seeds (Florida Wildflowers Growers
Cooperative)
https://floridawildflowers.com
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Newsletter Submissions

Officers and Board of Directors

Deadline for January Newsletter: Dec. 27
President –Virginia Overstreet
vaoverstreet@gmail.com
Vice President – Shirley Denton
ecotypes@outlook.com
Secretary - Tina (Mable) Patterson
mablepatterson@hotmail.com
Treasurer - Nikki Cribbs
cribbs813@gmail.com

Send contributions to Shirley Denton at ecotypes@outlook.com.
Contributions should be original, with references where appropriate.
Photographs and drawings should belong to the submitter or submitted along
with written permission from the owner and be of appropriate resolution for
printing (a width of 1000 pixels is generally adequate for this newsletter, but
err toward larger so that they pictures can be cropped if needed). All
submissions should be in formats standardly used in documents and readable
on Windows PCs.
Submissions will be reviewed for accuracy with preference for being
relevant to the FNPS mission and local environmental events.

Directors at Large
Mike Fite
fitemf@gmail.com
Steve Dickman
palmettobug13@yahoo.com
Anita Camacho
anita@butterflytampa.com

All content copyrighted by the Suncoast
Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society,
2021

Program Managers
Fieldtrips
Steve Dickman
palmettobug13@yahoo.com
Tina Patterson
mablepatterson@hotmail.com
305-298-6381

Suncoast Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 1158
Seffner, FL 33583-1158

Librarian
Vikki Sinclair, 989-2896
Newsletter
Shirley Denton - editor
ecotypes@outlook.com
813-625-5031
Mike Fite – chief assistant
fitemf@gmail.com

Please deliver to:

Social Media
Anna Janosik
annajano@protonmail.com
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