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Program 
Reasons for Pollinator Decline 

by Miriam (Mimi) Jenkins 
 

Mimi Jenkins has a PhD in Wildlife Biology. In her doctoral work at Clemson University she researched the 
importance of honeybees versus native bees for South Carolina watermelon farmers. 

She currently teaches and does presentations on native pollinators and attracting native pollinators. She has a 
collection of bees from around the world.   

Some of what we anticipate hearing will be that loss of  habitat , ack of 
food resources, increased pests, parasites and pesticide use are 
contributing to pollinator decline.  We anticipate that she will talk 
about steps that can be taken to counteract at least some of these 
problems. 

 

 

Bumblebee on a meadow-beauty by John Lampkin. 

  

This is an online meeting.  We will send you a link the day before the meeting. 

We will be back with in-person meetings as soon as our venues are open and safe. 

October 21, 7:00 pm 
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Weekend Camping Trip 

Kissimmee Prairie Preserve State Park •  
 

Where:  Kissimmee Prairie Preserve State Park 

When:  Friday-Sunday, October 23-25, 2020. 

Reservations Required and Event Restricted to Suncoast Chapter Members:   

For more information, contact 

o Tina (Mable C) Patterson, Suncoasts Chapter secretary 
o mablepatterson@hotmail.com 
o 305-298-6381 , call or text (please leave name and  

About the Preserve:  

Did you know that vast prairies once domated parts of southern Florida 
extending from Three-Lakes Wildlife Management Area south to 
Okeechobee and west to Punta Gorda?  Only remnants remain with the 
biggest being at Kissimmee Prairie State Park. 

Kissimmee Prairie is a land dominated by big skies.  In some places you can 
stand looking across the prairie without seeing a single tree.  The preserve, 
part of the Everglades headwaters. It is shaped by cycles of flooding and 
fire. 

Many rare, threatened and endangered species inhabit this place, and the 
wide-open landscape means that birdwatchers and photographers have 
ample opportunity to catch sight of a grasshopper sparrow, crested caracara 
or burrowing owl.  We visit for incredible fall wildflowers and the 
pollinators they attract. 

The park is Internationally recognized for its lack of light pollution, the 
night sky above the prairie is inky black except for the moon, and  if we get 
away from the campground, we may be able to see the Milky Way.  

Things to know:  

Plan for several hours of a moderately paced 
enjoyment of field botany and butterflies each day. 
Expect full blazing sun and a possibility of flooded 
trails.   

Bring hat, sunscreen, long sleeves and trousers, 
close-toed & water-resistant boots.  Bring drinking 
water.   Bring your camping gear and meals. 

Social distancing is required, and masks are 
required in the office area and in our campsites if 
we cannot social distance. 

Pine Lily 

Image by Shirley Denton 

Tentative Schedule 

October 12- USF Fall Plant Festival 
CANCELLED 

 17 Field Trip:  Cockroach Greenway 
 21 Program: Pollinator Losses 
 22-

24 
Camping Trip:  Kissimmee Prairie 
State Park  

November 7 Field trip: Conner Preserve 
 14 Plant Sale – Suncoast Only – at 

USF Botanical Gardens – one day 
event 

 18 Elections & Program:  Anita 
Camacho, Butterflies of 
Hillsborough County 

December ? Holiday Party in a Park 
January 20 Member Sharing 
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Plant Sale 
We told you last month that the USF plant sale had been cancelled. 

Since then, we have been invited by the USF Botanical Gardens to 
have our own Suncoast Chapter plant sale at the botanical gardens. 

It is “in planning”, so hold the date:  November 14. 

Feature are 

 Suncoast will be the only vendor. 

 No entrance fee to the gardens will be charged.  

 Suncoast and the botanical gardens will require that masks be 
used.   

 If the sale area becomes crowded, we will ask people to take a 
walk around the gardens and return to the sale when crowding goes down.  We do have more room to 
spread out than we usually have. 

 The sale will not be held if USF cancels classes. 

 We will need volunteers to move the plants to the sale, set the sale up, and manage the sale. 

 We are responsible to advertising the sale ourselves. 

 Suggested hours for the sale are 10 am – 2 pm, but these have not been finalized. 

Put this on your calendar, and spread the word.  Take advantage of your friends on social media.  Invite them.   

 

Updated FNPS Website 
FNPS has just completed a major overhaul of its website.  Your Suncoast Chapter newsletter editor (me) is the 
primary creator of this new site, and I want to encourage you to visit and explore.  There is a lot on the site of 
interest to Suncoast members.  https://fnps.org. 

 Updated plant information pertinent to our chapter and county  
 Information on native plant communities 
 Many treasures new and old to download – articles, Sabal minor newsletter, old Palmetto Articles, etc. 
 FNPS contacts 
 FNPS news, action alerts (if any), and blog 
 Much, much more 

I like to visit this site from my computer, but it works well on  tablets and cell phones. 

This is a dynamic site,  let me know if you see things you would like us to improve 

----- Shirley Denton

 

Join FNPS to join our Suncoast Chapter, 
https://fnps.org/participate/membershipinfo 
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Chapter Elections Coming Up 

Under our by-laws, we hold chapter elections in November.  We were sadly late in 2019 and the elections did 
not happen until 2020, but we are hoping to et back on schedule. 

Any chapter members can run for office.  We vote for the board, and the board elects the officers. 

The nominating committee will announce its recommendations in November, so let them know if you would be 
interested in being on the board.  You can also nominate yourself at the November meeting before the vote. 

If you are interested in being on the board, please contact any member of the Nominating Committee. 

Barbara Fite -- bfite1@tampabay.rr.com 

Nanette O'Hara  -- nholland2@verizon.net 

Pat Lantis --  leapinglady13@gmail.com 

 

Join Us in Managing Our Chapter 
Tuesday, October  13, 7 pm: Board of Directors meets online. Contact any board member for information or to 
participate.  
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Field Trip 

Cockroach Creek Greenway Preserve •  
Hopefully the Rain will Cooperate! 

 
Where:  4110 Valroy Rd -Ruskin 33570 

When:  Saturday, October  17,  2020. 

Expected Start Time:  9:00 AM  

Expected duration: 3 to 4 hours 

Driving and Parking:  Intersection of Valroy Rd. and Hwy 41 is just 
north the Manatee County line. 

Public parking & access for the Cockroach Creek Greenway Preserve is 
located at 4110 Valroy Rd. (south side of Valroy Rd.), 2.5 miles east of 
Hwy 41.  

About the Preserve:  
Located in a predominantly rural landscape, Cockroach Creek Greenway 
Preserve protects in perpetuity 550 acres of mesic and  xeric long leaf 
pine flatwoods, ephemeral wetlands, oak hammock and a portion of the 
Cockroach Creek drainage basin. 

The Preserve is well managed with prescribed burning occurring over a 
mult-year period, promoting a diversity of plant and animal species 
adapted to frequent fires.  It also has lovely flatwoods ponds. 

Things to know:  

Plan for 3 to 4 hours of a moderately paced enjoyment of field botany and 
butterflies. Expect periods of full blazing sun, communing with saw 
palmetto (Serenoa repens) and distinct possibility of flooded trails (hat, 
sunscreen, long sleeves and trousers, close-toed & water resistant boots) 
Bring drinking water and field snacks. 
Social distancing is required. 

Contact:  
o Tina (Mable C) Patterson, SNPS secretary 
o mablepatterson@hotmail.com 
o 305-298-6381 , call or text (please leave name and  
o message) 

  

The Sierra Club and 
conservation in the Tampa 
Bay area and nationally 
have lost a beloved leader.  
W. Kent Bailey. 

Kent passed away on Sept. 
22 from a massive heart 
attack. 

. 

Kent has left giant shoes to 
fill. He was a tireless 
worker and had a huge 
heart.  Kent always placed 
the needs of others ahead 
of his own.  His heart was 
so big that it couldn’t keep 
pace with Kent’s brilliant 
mind and his drive and 
desire to help protect what 
is left of our fragile, 
sensitive environmental 
lands. 

 Environmental 
Advocate 

 Spearheaded Cone 
Ranch Conservation 

 Inspirational Speaker 
and Motivator 

W. Kent Bailey 
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Spiked Blazing Star, Gayfeather (Liatris spicata) 
By  Shirley Denton 
 

Family: Asteraceae (aster family 

Type of Plant: Perennial  

Size: Typically about 4-6 ft high.  May get so tall that it needs support from adjacent plants.  Height can be reduced 
by cutting the plant back in mid-summer. 

Leaves and stems: Linear leaves grow in a dense basal rosette about 1-ft tall.  Flower stalks extend will above with 
small leaves along it. 

Flowers: Rose to purple and 
blooming in mid-autumn. 

Habitat/distribution: Native to dry 
prairies and flatwoods.   

Soil:  Sandy, mesic to moderately 
well drained. 

Light: Full sun.  

Water: Thrives in mesic conditions 
but will tolerate some drought. Not 
recommended for extremely dry 
sites. 

Propagation: Easily grown from 
seed.  Best planted fairly soon after 
harvest. Seeds are available from the Florida 
Wildflower Growers Association. 

Availability: Potted plants are available from native plant nurseries.   

Wildlife uses:   A pollinator magnet.  It attracts butterflies, bees, and other insects..  

Native Range:  Eastern US and north into temperate parts of eastern Canada.  Florida USDA zones 8a-10b. 

KEY REFERENCES 

Florida Native Plant Society. 2020.  https://fnps.org/plants/plant/liatris-spicata. 

Florida Association of Native Nurseries.  2019.   https://www.plantrealflorida.org/plants/detail/liatris-spicata. 

Haehle, Robert G., and Joan Brookwell, 1999, Native Florida Plants: Gulf Publishing Company, Houston, Texas, 360 p.  

Nelson, Gil.  2003.  Florida’s Best Native Landscape Plants.  Florida Association of Native Nurseries. 

Osorio, Rufino, 2001, A Gardner’s Guide to Florida Native Plants. University Press of Florida, Gainesville, FL. 

Sweet Bay Nursery.  Parrish, FL.   https://sweetbaynursery.com/  

Landscape designed, planted, and maintained by Springer Environmental. 
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Steve Dickman Starred in the Latest 
Hillsborough County Trailblazer 

Text copied verbatim from the HC TrailBlazer blog. 

 

"Growing up in Florida, I developed an appreciation for the region’s 
natural areas early on. As a kid, I was fascinated with the habitats 
and animals and plants that called it home. That interest never 
diminished.  I was drawn to the spectacular array of plant diversity 

years before I began with the County. I learned to appreciate that diversity working as a landscaper and a 
horticulturalist for 3 or 4 years.    

Ever since this program started in 1987, I wanted to become involved in some way. It wasn’t until a decade later 
when I joined the local chapter (Suncoast) of the Florida Native Plant Society. Some of the FNPS members 
were also County employees who worked on and managed the County’s Nature Preserves!   It was known then 
as the County’s Resource Management Section of the Parks & Recreation Dept. I expressed to them an interest 
to work.  It wasn’t long before they informed me of an opening.      A full-time, temporary entry level position 
on the, wait for it…  Spray Crew!   I applied and was hired.  My first day was December 26th, 1996.  It was a 
Thursday.  

My new job brought new opportunities to learn about controlled burning & controlling exotic pest plants among 
the many aspects of the job. Lots of training!  It was evident this new job became my new career. It was an 
exciting time as well, as the program continued to grow with acres of quality habitat protected. 

Keeping me outside with the job assignments to different preserves. Frequently visiting the diverse habitats that 
are now protected in perpetuity: scrub, sandhill, long leaf pine flatwoods, dome swamps, flood plain hardwood 
forest & coastal barrens and witnessing the overwhelming variety of specialized/adapted native plants within 
each of these habitats.  

Frequent exposure to the plants, served to reinforce the learning process and hone identification skills and 
encouraged by staff (and my good friends of the FNPS).  Soon I learned of the USF Herbarium and the 
importance of documentation occurrences of plant species.  As more natural areas of habitat were protected, the 
more native and non-native plant species I learned to identify and were not documented as occurring in 
Hillsborough County.  As familiarity with the nature preserves increased, I felt confident enough to leading 
field trips for the Suncoast Chapter.   

After 20 something years of this… I’m still learning."  

This month, we [Hillsborough County Trail Blazer Blog] 
asked Stephen Dickman to give us a little insight into his 
position and what conservation means to him.  
 

Here is what he had to share! 
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Officers and Board of Directors 

President –Virginia Overstreet 
vaoverstreet@gmail.com 

 
Vice President – Shirley Denton 
      ecotypes@verizon.net\ 
 
Secretary - Tina (Mabel) Patterson 

mablepatterson@hotmail.com 
 
Treasurer - Nikki Cribbs 

cribbs813@gmail.com 

Directors at Large 
Mike Fite 

fitemf@gmail.com 
 
Steve Dickman 

palmettobug13@yahoo.com 

 

Program Managers 

Fieldtrips 

Steve Dickman 
palmettobug13@yahoo.com 

Tina Patterson 
mablepatterson@hotmail.com 
305-298-6381 

Librarian 
Vikki Sinclair 

989-2896 

Newsletter 
Shirley Denton - editor 

ecotypes@outlook.com 
813-625-5031 

Mike Fite – chief assistant  
fitemf@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Newsletter Submissions 

Deadline for November Newsletter:  Oct. 20 

Send contributions to Shirley Denton at ecotypes@outlook.com. 

Contributions should be original, with references where appropriate.  
Photographs and drawings should belong to the submitter or submitted along 
with written permission from the owner,  and be of appropriate resolution for 
printing (a width of 1000 pixels is generally adequate for this newsletter, but 
err toward larger so that they pictures can be cropped if needed).  All 
submissions should be in formats standardly used in documents and readable 
on Windows PCs. 

Submissions will be reviewed for accuracy with preference for being 
relevant to the FNPS mission and local environmental events. 

Suncoast Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.            
P.O. Box 1158 
Seffner, FL  33583-1158  

    
  

  

Please deliver to: 

  

All content copyrighted by the Suncoast 
Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society, 
2020 


