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This is an online meeting. We will send you a link the day before the meeting.
We will be back with in-person meetings as soon as our venues are open and safe.

November 18, 7:00 pm

Program
Butterflies of Hillsborough County
by Anita Camacho
Anita Camacho will be talking about the butterflies of
Hillsborough County, their host plants and the habitats in which
they are typically seen. She will also discuss what can be
attracted to garden landscapes versus wild or disturbed
landscapes.

Zebra longwing on
shiny wild-coffee in a
home landscape by
Shirley Denton.

Red-spotted purple
butterfly in a
Hillsborough County
preserve by Stephen
Dickman
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Plant Sale – Our Suncoast Chapter Is the Only Vendor!

We are going to focus on flowering herbaceous plants and small shrubs. Please pass the word to your
gardening friends and contacts. Use the power of social media and other organizations to which you
belong.
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Chapter Elections Coming Up
Under our by-laws, we hold chapter elections in November. We
elect the Board, and then the Board will appoint the officers from
members of the Board.
The following people have been nominated by the nominating
committee (listed alphabetically by last name)









Janet Bowers
Anita Camacho
Niki Cribbs
Shirley Denton
Steve Dickman
Mike Fite
Virginia Overstreet
Tina (Mable) Patterson

Join FNPS to join our Suncoast Chapter,
https://fnps.org/participate/membershipinfo

The nominating committee consisted of Barbara Fite, Nanette O’Hara, and Pat Lantis.
Nominations from the floor will be accepted – The person being nominated must agree to the nomination.
Members of the nominating committee are not eligible.

Join Us in Managing Our Chapter
Tuesday, November 10, 7 pm: Board of Directors meets online. Contact any board member for information or
to participate.

Cockroach Creek Preserve Pics
By Virginia Overstreet
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Mystery Field Trip
Saturday November 21, 9 AM
Both Steve Dickman and I (Shirley Denton) went to our intended field
trip destination, and we went to three different entrances into the
property. It failed our independent reviews.
So, we’re starting over and postponing the trip until Nov. 21 to give
ourselves time to do it.
The field will be in northern Hillsborough or south-to-central Pasco
County. Some potentials are the SWFWMD Cypress Creek Property,
the Serenova Tract of the Starkey Wilderness Preserve, the
Blackwater Creek ELAPP property, and the Dead River Tract of the
Lower Hillsborough River SWFWMD property. Or maybe something
not yet mentioned.
The trip is limited to 10 participants who should be FNPS members.
To sign up, contact Tina (Mable C) Patterson at mablepatterson@hotmail.com or call (305) 298-6381 (leave
name and message).
Tina will contact people who sign up to let them know the details.
Tentative Schedule
November

7
14
18

December
January

16
20

Field trip: Conner Preserve
Plant Sale – Suncoast Only – at
USF Botanical Gardens – one day
event
Elections & Program: Anita
Camacho, Butterflies of
Hillsborough County
Member sharing
Program TBD.

Bee References
These are a companion to last month’s talk on pollinators by Mimi
Jenkins.

Meadowlark at Kissimmee Prairie State
Park. Photo by Janet Bowers.







Xerces Society www.xerces.org
•Pollinator Partnership www.Pollinator.org
•Beyond pesticides www.beyondpesticides.org
•Facebook page: Florida native bees
•USGS Native Bee Monitoring and Inventory Lab https://www.usgs.gov/labs/biml



•Bee Informed Partnership www.beeinformed.org
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Bio – Anita Camacho
Anita Camacho is a member of our Suncoast Chapter of FNPS and our November speaker. She provided this
wonderful bio of herself, and rather than cut is down to fit on the first page of this newsletter, the entire bio is
here.

Anita Camacho is President and Founder of Tampa Bay Butterfly Foundation,
Inc, and North American Butterfly Association - Tampa Bay chapter. These
groups work together at the state and/or local level to conserve butterflies,
pollinators and their habitats as well as educate the public about the importance
of the Florida ecosystem for pollinators.
Anita recently started operating Little Red Wagon Native Nursery in South
Tampa in April with pop up plant sales and now has opened an official location
in South Tampa with limited hours during each Friday afternoon and on
Saturdays. She is planning for an official grand opening in late October and the
nursery is the only native plant nursery currently in Hillsborough county and a
member of FANN.
Anita is native to the Tampa Bay area, married to Marc Camacho and together
they are raising 4 adults (teenagers). She considers herself an amateur
Lepidopterist. She has participated with four different Universities on studies for
advancement of science on the Monarch butterfly and its host plants. She has traveled all over the US, Canada
and Africa to further her education on Lepidoptera. An avid gardener for over 40 years (since she was a young
child) and specifically gardening for butterflies, pollinators and roses but also gardens for edibles throughout
her landscape. She has served on the executive board and treasurer of Tampa Federation of Garden Club
Circles-and a member of two of Tampa’s Garden Club Circles – Rose and Moonlight, currently the treasurer for
Tampa Green Fest and the committee chair for Kids in the Garden Summer Camp at Tampa Garden Club. She
is an active member of International Association of Butterfly Exhibitors & Suppliers (IABES), International
Butterfly Breeders Association (IBBA), Lepidopterists' Society, Southern Lepidopterists’ Society, Florida
Native Plant Society-Suncoast Chapter, Xerces Society, Audubon Society – Tampa, USF Botanical
Gardens, Florida State and Tampa Bay Beekeepers Associations, Tampa Rose Society, and American Rose
Society. Her home gardens were on the Rose Circle annual garden tour in South Tampa with record attendance
of over 900 visitors in 2016. For more fun, she became a Beekeeper through the USF program in 2018. She
has been an accredited American Society consulting rosarian for more than 15 years and was a certified rose
show judge. She is a graduate from Land O’ Lakes High School and earned her undergraduate degree at The
University of Tampa. Professionally, she has worked as a CPA in
Tampa for over 25 years and has had her own accounting firm for
over 10 years. Accounting is NOT her passion, but it helps pave
the way for conservation!
Anita offers education, outreach and butterfly talks for numerous
groups of all ages such around Florida and internationally to raise
awareness of the plight of our environment that starts with plants
and insects.
Front of nursery
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Garberia (Garberia heterophylla)
By Shirley Denton
Family: Asteraceae (aster family

Type of Plant: Perennial shrub
Size: Typically, about 4-5 ft high with reports of plants reaching 8-ft.
Leaves and stems: Oval gray-green leaves. Flower stalks above the foliage.

Flowers: Lavender, blooming in mid-to-late autumn. Seed heads are showy and make the floral display period
considerably longer than just the blooms alone.
Habitat/distribution: Sandhills and scrubs.
Soil: Sands.
Light: Full sun to partial shade.
Water: Thrives in dry conditions
including those that are extremely
dry.
Propagation: Easily grown from
seed.
Availability: Seed and native
nurseries
Wildlife uses: A pollinator magnet.
It attracts butterflies, moths, bees,
and other insects.
Native Range: This is a Florida
endemic species whose range
includes most of central peninsular
Florida including Hillsborough
County.

Seedheads on garberia at Silver Spring State Park on a Suncoast Chapter camping
weekend. Landscaping at one of the campground cabins landscaped by the Florida
Association of Native Nurseries. Photo by Shirley Denton

KEY REFERENCES
Florida Native Plant Society. 2020. https://www.fnps.org/plant/garberia-heterophylla.
Florida Association of Native Nurseries. 2019. https://www.plantrealflorida.org/plants/detail/garberia-heterophylla.

Green Isle Gardens, Groveland, FL.

http://www.greenislegardens.com.

Nelson, Gil. 2003. Florida’s Best Native Landscape Plants. Florida Association of Native Nurseries.
Osorio, Rufino, 2001, A Gardner’s Guide to Florida Native Plants. University Press of Florida, Gainesville, FL.
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Garden Update
By Mike Fite.
Morris Bridge Park Preserve Native Plant Garden
13630 Morris Bridge Road, Thonotosassa, Fl 33592
After nearly 2 years of design and installation work done by Hillsborough County Park Ranger Swampy Jared
the native plant garden is now a park feature to be enjoyed by all.
A garden is never really finished so look for future
changes but enjoy the beautiful garden now.

Park Ranger Swampy Jared at Morris Bridge Park. Photo by
Mike Fite.

Kissimmee Prairie
Weekend
A success by all measures. Good
botanizing, good company, a bit of mud,
and lots of wildflowers.

Photo by Virginia Overstreet
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Officers and Board of Directors

Newsletter Submissions
Deadline for December Newsletter: Nov. 20

President –Virginia Overstreet
vaoverstreet@gmail.com
Vice President – Shirley Denton
ecotypes@verizon.net\
Secretary - Tina (Mabel) Patterson
mablepatterson@hotmail.com
Treasurer - Nikki Cribbs
cribbs813@gmail.com

Send contributions to Shirley Denton at ecotypes@outlook.com.
Contributions should be original, with references where appropriate.
Photographs and drawings should belong to the submitter or submitted along
with written permission from the owner, and be of appropriate resolution for
printing (a width of 1000 pixels is generally adequate for this newsletter, but
err toward larger so that they pictures can be cropped if needed). All
submissions should be in formats standardly used in documents and readable
on Windows PCs.
Submissions will be reviewed for accuracy with preference for being
relevant to the FNPS mission and local environmental events.

Directors at Large
Mike Fite
fitemf@gmail.com

All content copyrighted by the Suncoast
Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society,
2020

Steve Dickman
palmettobug13@yahoo.com

Program Managers
Fieldtrips
Steve Dickman
palmettobug13@yahoo.com
Tina Patterson
mablepatterson@hotmail.com
305-298-6381

Suncoast Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 1158
Seffner, FL 33583-1158

Librarian
Vikki Sinclair
989-2896
Newsletter
Shirley Denton - editor
ecotypes@outlook.com
813-625-5031

Please deliver to:

Mike Fite – chief assistant
fitemf@gmail.com
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