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July 15, 7:00 pm 

Saving Split Oak Forest 
by Valerie Anderson 

Split Oak Forest Wildlife and Environmental Area is a shining example of the 
successes of Florida’s Preservation 2000 land protection program. Restored via 
mitigation funding and managed by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission for twenty-six years, Split Oak Forest boasts a wide palette of native 
plants, including endemics such as Rugel’s Hoarypea, Tephrosia rugellii, and Florida 
Feathershank, Schoenocaulon dubium, and enough scrub to support a population of 
Florida Scrub Jays. Its scrubby flatwoods are so good, they’re an FNAI reference site. 
 
The property is layered over with conservation easements, has received hundreds of 
gopher tortoises from development sites, and is protected by the grant 
award agreement deed restrictions held by the Florida Communities 
Trust, a division of the Department of Environmental Protection. 
 
Its  backwoods-style trails in the midst of booming development attract 
loads of hikers, botanizers, birders, horseback riders, and geocachers. The 
parking lot overflows every weekend with cars and the pandemic has only 
increased its popularity. 
 
What is a haven for FNPS members is also the perfect target for a new 
toll road. Learn from our mistakes and successes in our long-term battle 
to protect already-protected county-owned and state-managed 
conservation land as y’all face the spectre of M-CORES. 
 
Valerie Anderson is the President of Friends of Split Oak Forest and the 
Director of Communications and Programming of the Florida Native 
Plant Society. She has a degree in horticulture and a degree in maps. Her 
main life goal is to prevent the Central Florida Expressway Authority 
from building a new toll road in her thesis site, Split Oak Forest. In her 
very minimal spare time she botanizes, swims, does yoga, and argues 
with people on facebook. 

This is an online meeting.  We 

will send you a link the day 

before the meeting.  It will also 

be posted on our website:   

http://suncoast.fnpschapters.org.  

We will be back with in-person 

meetings as soon as our venues 

are open and safe. 

July 15, 7:00 pm 

 

 

                 Valerie Anderson    
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Introducing the Nectary 
1047 E. Main St. 

Lakeland, FL 33801 
 

I first learned about The Nectary from my friend Janet. She said they have all these amazing Florida native plants 
and they are located in the middle of Lakeland.   

Two women, Michell and Kathryn, with an entrepreneurial spirit & shared enthusiasm for Florida native plants 
joined forces and created The Nectary.  They found a suitable location on Main Street in Lakeland’s industrial area, a 
small building with ample parking in front and enough space to set up plants (plus a shade-providing Live Oak) in 
the back. Prefect for a small, independent nursery.   

My first impression was they have an impressive display of native plant diversity in their inventory of annual & 
perennial wildflowers, ferns, shrubs, trees and vines, highlighting plants for butterfly larva and pollinators. As you 
explore the rows of tempting FL native plants, you’ll 
encounter the unique hanging baskets of Phylla nodiflora 
and Passiflora suberosa.   

Something else unexpected:  Michell & Kathryn restore and 
make available antique wrought iron garden furniture: table 
& chairs and Shepard’s hooks.  

Please join us in supporting Michell & Kathryn and The 
Nectary on Saturday July 18th 10AM to 3PM. 

See you there … 

Steve Dickman,  
Suncoast Chapter Field Trip Coordinator 

Buying Trip!   

Saturday Jul 18  10:00 am – 3:00 pm 

This buying trip is in lieu of a field trip.  Come 
on your own, enjoy visiting and supporting 
this new native nursery. 

Do bring water.  Feel free to bring friends.   

Please practice social distancing. 

 



3 

 

Garden Report 
By Tina Patterson 
 

By the time you read this, we expect Lettuce Lake 
Park to be open though some facilities may still be 
closed. Right now, the boardwalk is one way with the 
north section blocked off. We do not yet know when 
the plant and bird walks will resume but you can 
come on your own and enjoy the river and shade. 

Mary Miller, Sherry Keller and Pat Lantis helped trim 
and pull weeds in the garden. 

 

  

Program suggestions?  Contact Shirley Denton, 
ecotypes@verizon.net 
 
Field trip suggestions?  Contact Steve Dickman, 
palmettobug13@yahoo.com 

Tentative Schedule 

July 15 Online – Valerie Anderson will speak about her experiences trying to 
stop a road through a preserve 

 18 Buying Trip to The Nectary, a nearby, new, native nursery 
August --- Online meeting TBD, no Field Trip 
September 16 Program: Troy Springer- Lessons Learned 
 19 Field Trip:  
October 12-13 USF Plant Sale 
 21 Program: TBD 
 22-24 Camping Trip:  Kissimmee Prairie State Park –contact Tina for camping 

info 
November 7 Field trip: Conner Preserve 
 18 Program:  Member Sharing & Elections 
December ? Holiday Party in a Park 

 

 

Join FNPS to join our Suncoast Chapter, 
https://fnps.org/participate/membershipinfo 
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LICHENS – A TAPESTRY OF LIFE 
Originating from an FNPS blog article, June 21, 2016, by Donna Bollenbach and 

Revised by Shirley Denton.  All photographs by Donna Bollenback 
 

PIONEERS 

Most of us learned in high school that  lichens are pioneers 
that come in after major disturbances – on volcanic islands 
newly rising out of the sea, on bare rock just barely behind 
the remnant ice of retreating glaciers, and so on.  They 
survive in extreme deserts and high mountain peaks where 
conditions are inhospitable to most plants.  As such, they 
are known as pioneer species.  But they are also found on 
tree trunks, on soils, on bark, on walls, etc.  in almost all 
climates. 

But did you know? They are not species as we usually 
define them, and they are not plants. 

A lichen is a composite organism that arises from algae or 
cyanobacteria living among filaments of fungal species in a 
mutualistic relationship.  Lichens have different properties 
from those of its component organisms. Lichens come in 
many colors, sizes, and forms and sometimes look plant-
like, but again, lichens are not plants.    

Some lichens include cyanobacteria, or blue-green algae, 
produce their own nitrogen, so they are able to grow on 
nitrogen-poor substrates. They form colonies on the surface 
of the rocks and bare soil.  

The chemicals in lichens can seep into the substrate and 
break down rock. As the lichens die the debris becomes 
thicker and nitrogen rich. Mosses began to grow. The 
decay of the mosses and lichens make the soil even richer, 
allowing other vegetation to take hold and a new habitat 
evolves.  For this reason, lichens and mosses are considered 
pioneers of succession.  

They are also an important source of food for animals in 
those extreme climates where other vegetation is scarce. 

Lichen, a symbiosis of several organisms, and  neither plant 
nor animal, is one of nature’s true tapestries.  A fungus and 
a suitable green alga or cyanobacteria (blue-green alga), 
intricately woven together in a symbiotic union, lichens 
carpet trees, rocks, soil and other substrates with their rich 
colors and textures. 

Christmas Lichen on a fallen tree, Florida.  

 

Lichens on a rock in Yellowstone National Park.  

The tiny moss has been the theme of many a 
gifted poet; and even the despised mushroom 
has called forth classic works in its praise. 
But the Lichens, which stain every rock, and 
clothe every tree, which form: 

               Nature’s livery o’er the globe 

where’er her wonders range, have been 
almost universally neglected, nay despised. 

Lauder Lindsay, 1856, A Popular History of  
British Lichens 
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There are over 19,400 species of lichens living 
in nearly every habitat in the world. In 
addition to rocks, lichens grow on an array of 
natural and manmade substrates, including 
bark, stone, wood, soil, leaves, moss, bone, 
human artifacts and even some living 
creatures. Like the pioneer lichens that break 
down rocks, lichens found on living substrates 
are not parasitic, they simply use the host as a 
place to live. 

Noted ;lichenologist, Trevor Goward, describe 
lichens as “fungi that have discovered 
agriculture.” 

The task of defining and classifying lichens is 
a daunting one.   

Lichens are classified by one of four general growth forms:  

 Foliose (leafy, lobed and most often with an upper and 
lower cortex).  The foliose lichens have a leaf-like form. 
They have many lobes., often curling slightly inward and 
layered on top of each other. 

 Fruticose (hairy, tubular, multi-branching strands or lacey 
balls with a single cortex).  The Fruticose lichens are highly 
branched. They can be thin and stringy, or round, lacy and 
soft in appearance. Some of the Fruticose lichens found in 
the scrub look like puffy greenish gray clouds. 

 Crustose (crusty, flat patches that can be somewhat smooth 
or thick and bumpy). The Crustose lichens are flat, often 
forming circular patches tightly adhered to their substrate. 
Colorful fruiting bodies adorn their cortex.  

 Squamulose (an intermediate between the Crustose and 
Foliose, with thick, scaly shingles). 

 
While these scientific terms suggest the general character of the 
lichen classes, they do little justice to the lichen’s true beauty. 
 

 

 

 

Foliose lichen on a tree. 

 

Fruticose lichen in Florida scrub

FORM & BEAUTY 

Yet lovely was its pleasant shade; 

Lovely the trunk will moss inlaid; 

Lovely the long-haired lichens grey; 

Lovely its pride and its decay. 

Mary Russell Mitford 
 

TAPESTRY 

From the Greek word tapis for carpet:  a fabric with a 
woven design resembling tapestry, varied entwined and 
intricate (i.e. the tapestry of life). 
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While we think of lichens as white or gray,, many are 
bright red, yellow or orange. Even a green or gray 
lichen may be adorned with a bright red fruiting body. 
Some of the fruiting bodies are mere dots, while 
others are more like little mushrooms. The 
combination of color and texture in lichens are as varied as the substrates they live on, and have given many a 
painter or photographer a reason to pause and admire nature's finest fabric. 

If you also love lichens, check out this great book: "Lichens of North America" by Brodo, Sharnoff & 
Sharnoff.  It is rather expensive, but it is nearly 800 pages of fascinating information and beautiful color 
images.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foliose lichen (British soldiers) with an earth star (fungus) in the center 

  

 

Fruticose lichen in Florida scrub 

 

Crustose lichen 
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Partridge Pea 

(Chamaecrista fasciculata) 
Information compiled  by George Kish with updates by 
Shirley Denton 
 

Family: Fabaceae (pea family 

Type of Plant: Annual or short-lived, upright perennial 

Size: Variable from 1-4 ft (height).   

Leaves:  Alternate, compound, feathery. 

Flowers: Yellow with reddish spots at base, summer. 

Fruit: A dark brown, flattened pod. 

Habitat/distribution: Sandhills, open hammocks, flatwoods, 
dunes, and disturbed areas.  Found throughout Florida and 
throughout much of the eastern and central United States. 

Soil:  Not picky.  In our area, usually sandy.  

Light: Light shade to full sun. 

Water: Average to moist conditions, but quite drought tolerant. 

Propagation: Seed.  Once planted, can be expected to self-seed 
for years.  

Availability: Seed available from the Florida Wildflower 
Cooperative.   

Wildlife uses:   Flowers attractsa wide variety of pollinators. 
Larval host for cloudless sulfur (Phoebis senna), gray hairstreak 
(Strymon melinus), orange sulphur (Colias eurytheme), sleepy 
orange (Abaeis nicippe), little yellow (Eurema lisa) and 
ceraunus blue (Hemiargus ceraunus) butterflies. Birds and other 
wildlife consume seed.  

Chamaecrista fasciculata 

Flower.  Image by Shirley Denton 

 

BONAP Range map. 

KEY REFERENCES 

FNPS website.  https://fnps.org/plants/plant/chamaecrista-fasciculata 

Osorio, Rufino, 2001, A Gardener’s Guide to Florida’s Native Plants: University Press of Florida, Gainesville, Florida, 345 p. 

Taylor, Walter Kingsley, 1998, Florida Wildflowers in Their Natural Communities: University Press of Florida, Gainesville, Florida, 370 p. 

Wunderlin, R.P. and B.F. Hansen, 2003, Guide to Vascular Plants of Florida, second edition, University Press of Florida, Gainesville, Florida, 787 p. 

Wunderlin, R.P. and B.F. Hansen, 2011, Atlas of Florida Vascular Plants: University of South Florida, Institute of Systematic Botany 
(http://plantatlas.usf.edu /) 
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Officers and Board of Directors 

 
President –Virginia Overstreet 

vaoverstreet@gmail.com 
 
Vice President – Shirley Denton 

ecotypes@outlook.com 
 
Secretary - Tina Patterson 

mablepatterson@hotmail.com 
 
Treasurer - Niki Cribbs 

cribbs813@gmail.com 

Directors at Large 
Mike Fite 

fitemf@gmail.com 
 
Steve Dickman 

palmettobug13@yahoo.com 
 

Program Managers 

Fieldtrips 

Steve Dickman 
palmettobug13@yahoo.com 

Tina Patterson 
mablepatterson@hotmail.com 
305-298-6381 

Librarian 
Vikki Sinclair 

989-2896 

Newsletter 
Shirley Denton - editor 

ecotypes@outlook.com 
813-625-5031 

Mike Fite – chief assistant  
fitemf@gmail.com 
813-285-3705 

 

Newsletter Submissions 

Deadline for May Newsletter:  July 25 

Send contributions to Shirley Denton at ecotypes@outlook.com. 

Contributions should be original, with references where appropriate.  
Photographs and drawings should belong to the submitter or submitted along 
with written permission from the owner,  and be of appropriate resolution for 
printing (a width of 1000 pixels is generally adequate for this newsletter, but 
err toward larger so that they pictures can be cropped if needed).  All 
submissions should be in formats standardly used in documents and readable 
on Windows PCs. 

Submissions will be reviewed for accuracy with preference for being 
relevant to the FNPS mission and local environmental events. 

Suncoast Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.            
P.O. Box 1158 
Seffner, FL  33583-1158  

    
  

  

Please deliver to: 

  

All content copyrighted by the Suncoast Chapter 
of the Florida Native Plant Society, 2020 

 


