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Chapter Meeting, February 19, 7:00 pm 
Seminole Heights Branch Library 

4711 Central Ave. 

Tampa, Florida 33603 

Program 
Florida Geology and Its Influence on Florida Native Plants 

by John Miller 
 

John Miller will talk about Florida’s geology and how it has influenced native plant communities.  Expect to 
hear about limestone, karst, sand dunes, and sea level states, and how they have combined with time and history 
to influence where plants grow today. 

John Miller is a retired groundwater geologist. During his almost 40 
years as a geologist he focused on groundwater supplies and 
contamination assessments, monitoring, and cleanup. He is fluent in 
Spanish, having served in the US Peace Corps in the Dominican 
Republic from 1962-64 under John F. Kennedy’s presidency, and has 8 
years professional geological experience in Latin America.   

Since retiring, John as spent many hours mapping karst features in 
central Florida especially in Hernando and Citrus counties.  

John is a past board member and past officer of the Suncoast Chapter of 
FNPS and has spent many hours making our chapter run smoothly.   

John also writes speculative fiction -- time-travel emphasizing Florida 
history, as well as parallel universe novels and collections of short 
stories and poems. He has published six books which you can buy from 
Amazon.  
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Field Trip 

Pam Callahan Nature Preserve 
 

Where:  5750 Memorial Highway. Tampa,  FL 33598 

When:  Saturday February 22st 2020. 

Expected Start Time:  9:00 AM  

Expected duration: 2 to 3 hours 

Parking:  Parking is next to the preserve in a parking lot behind a two story 
office building at 5700 Memorial Hwy. 

There is a very short walk from the parking to the walkthrough for the 
preserve. 

About the Preserve:  
This preserve is a 200-acre remnant of rare coastal upland habitats on the 
north shore of Tampa Bay.  It has pine flatwoods and mesic sabal palmetto 
hammock.  Expect to see salt barren (saltern) and black needle rush mash if 
the tide is low. 

The preserve is named after Pam Callahand who spearheaded a community 
effort to prevent this site from becoming developed. She fought for almost 3 
years and never gave up. She did not live to see the ELAPP purchase, but is 
named after her for her determined mission to save this site. 

Things to know:  

The preserve has an easy trail, less than a mile long.  We will be on- and off- trail where it may be wet and 
muddy.  Dress appropriately.  Insect repellent is recommended.  Don’t forget your water bottle. 

 

Contact:  
o Tina (Mable C) Patterson, SNPS secretary 
o mablepatterson@hotmail.com 
o 305-298-6381 , call or text (please leave name and 

message)  

Sign with Address 

Image from Yelp.com 

Upcoming Events 

Lettuce Lake Native Plant Walk – Feb. 1 

Meeting – Feb. 19   

Field Trip – Feb. 22  

USF Plant Sale – Apr. 12-13 

FNPS Conference – May 14-17   
 

Join FNPS to join our Suncoast Chapter, 
https://fnps.org/participate/membershipinfo 
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Garden Report: 
by Tina Patterson 
 

Gardens at Flatwoods Park, Morris Bridge Park, Trout Creek Park and Lettuce Lake Park are looking good 
thanks to Mike Fite,  Mary Miller, Tina Patterson, and Joel Jackson. 

Keying Workshop 
At our January meeting we substituted a workshop on keying out plants instead of having our usual speaker 
presentation.  Many thanks to Luanna Prevost for leading the workshop. 

Lots of lessons were learned by all, including the need to learn a new vocabulary to even begin navigating a 
detailed taxonomic key, the need to have the plants to be in a reproductive state to follow the key, and the 
necessity (for most of us) to have a magnifying glass. 

Our favorite macro photographer (John Lampkin) documented one of the plants that used in our exercise 
(Peruvian primrose-willow).  We certainly did not feel guilty about tearing apart this non-native pest plant! 

Opening bud                                           Stamens and pistil                            Anthers and stigma 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        Way too many seeds in that capsule!          Thrips found in the capsule. 
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Suncoast Business 
Our February 19 meeting will be our annual meeting of the membership.  We have two important items that we 
need to vote on:  by laws changes and election of our board.   

Candidates for Board of Directors as provided by the Nomination Committee: 

 Virginia Overstreet 
 Mable (Tina) Patterson 
 Nicole (Niki) Cribbs 
 Mike Fite 
 Shirley Denton 
 Stephen Dickman 

There will be a call for additional nominees from the floor at the meeting.  If you would like to be on the Board, 
please speak up.  Self nomination is the norm, and no one can be voted in without the approval of the nominee.  
Assuming that the proposed by-laws changes are approved, this board will then elect the officers from amongst 
those elected to the Board of Directors.  If they don’t pass, we’ll have to do an election at the meeting! 

Two versions of the by-laws are posted on our website: 

 Track changes showing what will change 
 Final version showing what the by-laws will be assuming that you approve them. 

The major change is to undo a change made about 8 years ago.  I’m (Shirley Denton) the guilty party that 
suggested it.  The norm among FNPS chapters is for the chapter to elect its officers.  Suncoast was different – it 
elected its board and the board elected the officers.  Well, electing our officers has not worked, we’ve now had 
several years without having a full compliment of officers.  By contrast,  electing the board and having the 
board elect the officers has a 30+ year track record of working.  So the big by-laws change is to have the 
chapter elect its board, and the board elect the officers. 

There are several other changes making things that are already so consistent with the by-laws: 

1. The Chapter name is the Suncoast Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.  We were the 
Suncoast Native Plant Society, Inc.  That was determined several years ago to not be an acceptable 
name.  We officially change the name to The Suncoast Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society 
several years ago.  This just has our by-laws match reality. 

2. If the chapter goes belly up, any money that survive goes to the Florida Native Plant Society.  This is in 
accordance with the by-laws of the Florida Native Plant Society and is consistent with the articles of 
incorporation of the Suncoast chapter. 

3. The election cycle has been shifted slightly from 
what was in the by-laws.  Specifically, vote for the 
board in November.  The Board will then vote for 
the officers in December.  This takes some of the 
pressure off that has been causing difficulty – 
namely getting everything done just before 
Thanksgiving.  The new Board gets a month to 
choose officers before you learn who they are in 
January 

Board Meeting: 
Feb. 19, 5:00pm 

All members are welcome.  You can propose 
agenda items. 

Contact Tina Patterson for more information and 
meeting location. 
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Federal Elections 
As I’m sure you know, the Suncoast Chapter is a 501(c)(3) charity.  As such, we cannot and do not campaign 
for any party or candidate.  We can, however, encourage each of you to participate in the process of choosing 
our next president.   

Upcoming things to do – 

 Make sure you are registered to vote in Florida.  You can register on-line at www.votehillsborough.org 
 The deadline to vote in the 2020 Presidential Preference Primary is February 18. 

We don’t at this time know if there will be Florida constitutional amendments on the final ballot.  For proposed 
amendments related to our mission (preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native plants and native 
plants of Florida), we can and will speak out if appropriate.   

 
Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh, 
Scotland 
By Mike Fite 
 

Mike and Barbara Fite visited in September, 2019.  The botanical 
garden is on 70 landscaped acres located in urban Edinburgh with 
10 glasshouses each featuring different climate zones. The first 
glasshouse was built in 1834. The tallest house at 75 feet high is 
the Temperate Palm House built in 1858. The Royal Botanic 
Garden shares its science and educational research with the global 
community. Online at www.rbge.org.uk. 

Temperate Palm House.  Image supplied by Mike Fite. 

January  Field Trip to 
Lettuce Lake 
By Shirley Denton 
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Fighting over Front Yard Gardens, Native Plants, and You  
Abbreviated and Updated from the FNPS blog, by Valerie Anderson,  November 27, 2018  

You may recall the fight between two gardeners and the Village of Miami Shores in 2016. The two gardeners 
were growing vegetables in their front yards which violated the Village's zoning code Sec. 536 (5): "Vegetable 
gardens are permitted in rear yards only." 

The case almost made it to the Florida Supreme Court, but the justices refused to hear it. Florida State Senator 
Rob Bradley (R-Fleming Island) took up their cause, proposing state legislation (SB 82: Vegetable Gardens) to 
allow gardens in front yards.  This bill was approved overwhelmingly by both houses of the legislature and 
signed by the governor in June, 2019. 

Relevance to Native Plant Enthusiasts 
Ordinances restricting gardens in front yards reflect a reliance on outdated standards of landscaping that favor 
manicured green lawns that are ecologically sterile and provide little habitat for native bees, butterflies, and 
birds.  Ordinances and zoning codes restricting ecologically or nutritionally beneficial landscaping are often 
justified by "aesthetics", intimating that growing plants in your front yard for anything other than their 
ornamental value can be restricted by overzealous local governments. 

Many FNPS members grow native plants in their front yards to benefit native pollinators and birds as we, the 
Xerces Society[1], and National Audubon Society[2] recommend to address our worldwide invertebrate decline[3]. 
Restricting the cultivation of plants in front of a house to those that serve no purpose other than to decorate 
enforces harmful norms that equate high property values with expensive, lifeless lawns that provide no food for 
people or pollinators. 

Further research 
Most food crops grown in Florida are not native, however, there are numerous wild plant species that are 
foraged for food, fiber, medicine, and decoration here in Florida and throughout the US and the world[4] 

Growing heirloom vegetables and herbs contributes to crop biodiversity. Additionally, growing native plants 
that are the wild relatives of crop plants maintains that important biodiversity that is highly sought-out when 
breeding disease resistance into domesticated food crops. 

Conclusion 
By approving this legislation, Florida government has taken an important step toward maintaining crop 
biodiversity, and an even more important step toward acknowledging that home landscapes should not be 
required to be green grass monocultures 

Selected References 
 
[1] Xerces Society. Bring Back the Pollinators Campaign. Accessed 2018-11-27. 
[2] Krupp, Lexi. 2018. Yards With Non-Native Plants Create 'Food Deserts' for Bugs and Birds. National 
Audubon Society. 
[3] Schwagerl, Christian. 2016. What's Causing the Sharp Decline in Insects, and Why It Matters. Yale 
Environment 360. 
[4] Mattson, Sean. 2018. Wild coffee plants, Christmas trees and chocolate's tree are surprisingly poorly 
protected. CIAT.  
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Rainlily (Zepyranthes atamasca var. treatiae) 
Profile by Carmel vanHoek, with Updates by Shirley Denton 
 

Family: Amaryllidaceae 

Distribution:   Predominantly west-central peninsular 
Florida, northeast Florida extending north into southern 
Georgia. 

Zones:  (8 and 9 in Florida) 

Plant Habit: Perennial herb growing from a bulb. 

Natural Habitat: Moist flatwoods, floodplain forests and 
roadsides 

Size: Flowering stalk app. 6-10 inches 

Leaves: Grass-like, about the length of the flowering stalk.  

Bloom: Six-parted, white, sometime tinged with pink, 
solitary and terminal on each stalk. 

Flowering time: Spring to early summer or after rains. 

Fruit: Three-lobed capsule 

Soil: Sandy to loamy 

Water: Moist to moderately dry but not highly drought 
tolerant 

Light: Full sun to moderate shade 

Propagation: Seed and division of clumps (bulbs) 

Availability:   Some Florida native nurseries and native 
plant sales  

Landscape uses: Edges of flower beds, planted in masses as a ground-cover, scattered in informal lawns and in 
woodland settings 

Status:  Listed as Threatened in Florida 

KEY REFERENCES 

Florida Native Plant Society. 2019.  https://fnps.org/plants/plant/zephyranthes-atamasca. 

Florida Association of Native Nurseries.  2019.   https://www.plantrealflorida.org/plants/detail/zephyranthes-atamasca-
var-treatiae. 

Haehle, Robert G., and Joan Brookwell, 1999, Native Florida Plants: Gulf Publishing Company, Houston, Texas, 360 p.  

Huegel, Craig.  2012.  Native Wildflowers and other Ground Covers for Florida Landscapes.  University Press of Florida. 

Nelson, Gil.  2003.  Florida’s Best Native Landscape Plants.  Florida Association of Native Nurseries. 

Osorio, Rufino, 2001, A Gardner’s Guide to Florida Native Plants:University Press of Florida, Gainesville, FL. 

Sweet Bay Nursery.  Parrish, FL.   https://sweetbaynursery.com/  

Zephyranthes atamasca var. treatiae 
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Officers and Board of Directors 

President –open 

Vice President –Virginia Overstreet 
vaoverstreet@gmail.com 

 
Secretary - Tina Patterson 

mablepatterson@hotmail.com 
 
Treasurer - Nikki Cribbs 

cribbs813@gmail.com 

Directors at Large 
Mike Fite 

fitemf@gmail.com 
 
Shirley Denton 

ecotypes@outlook.com 
 

Steve Dickman 
palmettobug13@yahoo.com 

Program Managers 

Fieldtrips 
Shirley Denton 

ecotypes@outlook.com 
813-625-5031 

Steve Dickman 
palmettobug13@yahoo.com 

Tina Patterson 
mablepatterson@hotmail.com 
305-298-6381 

Librarian 
Vikki Sinclair 

989-2896 

Newsletter 
Shirley Denton - editor 

ecotypes@outlook.com 
813-625-5031 

Mike Fite – chief assistant  
fitemf@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Newsletter Submissions 
Deadline for March Newsletter:  Feb.. 20 

Send contributions to Shirley Denton at ecotypes@outlook.com. 

Contributions should be original, with references where appropriate.  
Photographs and drawings should belong to the submitter or submitted along 
with written permission from the owner,  and be of appropriate resolution for 
printing (a width of 1000 pixels is generally adequate for this newsletter, but 
err toward larger so that they pictures can be cropped if needed).  All 
submissions should be in formats standardly used in documents and readable 
on Windows PCs. 

Submissions will be reviewed for accuracy with preference for being 
relevant to the FNPS mission and local environmental events. 

Suncoast Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.            
P.O. Box 1158 
Seffner, FL  33583-1158  

    
  

  

Please deliver to: 

  

All content copyrighted by the Suncoast 
Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society, 
2019 


