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The Florida Native Plant Society was organized in 1980 to promote the preservation, conserva-
tion, and restoration of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida. For more 
information about the Florida Native Plant Society, please visit our web site: www.fnps.org 

MARCH CHAPTER MEETING 
At the Hillsborough County Extension Office  

From Click to Pic 
 

Presented by John Lampkin 
 Wednesday, March 20 at 7 PM   

 
 

The three ingredients for creating successful images involve your camera, 

your software and your brain. John Lampkin will share open secrets about all 

three elements, helping you to improve your skills of capturing those special 

moments in Nature’s gardens.  

 

Bring your camera and manual. Better yet, actually read it or at least pretend to read it before the meeting! If you have 

an image of your own you’d like to have John apply post-processing to at the meeting, send a high-res jpg or camera 

raw image to JohnLampkin@JohnLampkin.com and he will pick several to “develop” at the meeting. 

 
About the Speaker:    John is an avid citizen naturalist, busy photo-documenting the flora 

and fauna of the Sun City Center Nature Trails which he stewards. He writes a monthly nature 

column for the local press and his images adorn many newsletters, blogs, websites, scientific 

books and journals. His contemporary classical music has won several international prizes and 

his crossword puzzles are frequently published in the NY Times and the LA Times. He obses-

sion with photographing plants and bugs makes him quirky but harmless.             

    
 

Light refreshments are served and a native plant auction follows the presentation. 

. 
 

      -  submitted by Virginia Overstreet 
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UPCOMING SPEAKERS-  

 

April 17 -   TBD 

   Thanks for helping with the February meeting  - 
  

   Virginia Overstreet, Nanette O'Hara, Cliff Brown and Tina Patterson.    
    for bringing plants   

 

     A special thank you to Joel Jackson for being our ‘auctioneer’                   

       
         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 13th 10AM-4PM 

April 14th 10AM-3PM  

 

The USF Plant Sale is SNPS’s biggest fundraiser, and is the most important 

outreach effort we do.  We are counting on you to help us continue this great 

event.  Thanks for your continued support. 

    

In addition to the sale, we have setup time needed on April 12, 9 - 12. 
 

 Jobs available include unloading plants, moving and setting up tables, looking 

up signs, pricing and sales. Whatever your talents, we have work for you. It is es-

pecially important to have people on Saturday morning to give friendly advice 

and assist customers in plant selection.  
 

Set aside 2 or more hours of this weekend to help our 

organization fund its activities and to create interest in 

growing natives! 
 

If you are available to help, please let Tina know at 

mablepatterson@hotmail.com,  text 305-298-6381 or 

phone 813-621-7015.     
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 My Last Newsletter…. 

 
Thanks for reading,  I appreciate all the submissions, feedback and sugges-

tions over the years.  I started with a primitive knowledge of PC software to 

produce the newsletter and evolved over the years to at least a minimal level 

of the software and capabilities.  I have enjoyed having a place to write and 

hope that maybe I influenced someone to read a book, attend an event or plant 

a native plant.  I have been challenged over the years to go past my comfort 

zone and expand my horizons.  Looking back, I even enjoyed talking about 

my yard makeover in January.  I hope to contribute articles to the newsletter 

and help SNPS continue to be meaningful to our community.   

 

Don’t forget that many past SNPS newsletters are available on our website  www.suncoastnps.org/newsletters/ 

Key topics are listed by the newsletter, there are people, plant and event articles among others.  ‘Places to see natives’ 

are often topics, I got many ideas of places to go from past field trips. Some articles are meatier than others, for exam-

ple - October 2014 through February 2015 when Carmel vanHoek helped us learn about plant identification.  There is 

even a summary of our past at  www.suncoastnps.org/contacts/snps-history/.  In 2013 we had our 30 year anniversary 

and I was lucky enough to be involved and do some digging into SNPS history. 

 

As a side note, there is lots of good information on the FNPS website about 

plants to plant in your location, events nearby, Sabal minor newsletters, maps 

of the best native plant gardens, hot spots for diversity and much more.  Check 

it out!  (www.fnps.org) 

 

 

  Get involved, attend the conference, find us on Meetup and Facebook. 

 
Thank you, Janet Bowers 

 

    

   Join FNPS on-line - http://fnps.org/participate/membershipinfo 
 

When it comes time to renew, FNPS will send you an email with a link in it.  Your information will already be 

filled out, but you can edit it if it is out of date.  This link is unique to you and not to be shared with others.  

 SNPS MAKES A HOUSE CALL       Virginia Overstreet  
 

  Our Chapter received a request from a couple who have bought property in Lutz.   They were interested in 

identifying the native plants on the site and getting suggestions on which plants to retain and which to re-

move.   The site is on Lake Commiston in Lutz.   On Saturday March 2nd, Stephen Dickman, Mike Fite and I 

met with the couple.   The 1.5 acre site had Cogon grass, Camphor trees, 

Coral Ardesia and red passion vine.   It wasn’t all bad news.   The site 

also had Longleaf pine, a variety of oaks, Red Bay, Wax Myrtle, Hyperi-

cum, American Beautyberry, Elephant’s Foot, and a Swamp Chestnut 

that caught Stephen’s eye.    

  We enjoyed the opportunity to assist these future homeowners get off to 

the right start.   They are dedicated to getting rid of the invasives and 

keeping the native plants.   Stephen has already given them advice on 

handling the Cogon grass.  They are going to document this incredible 

project and hopefully we will get to see a presentation on their success.    
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                      Mark Your Calendar  
 

  Suncoast events at  http://www.suncoastnps.org 
March 9 - Spring Obsession at Lakeland Munn Park, Heartland Chapter  native plant sale  

  March 23 - Wonders of Wildlife Festival at  E G Simmons Park, Ruskin, FL  

  April 13-14 USF Plant Sale  SNPS will be selling native plants 

  May 16-19 FNPS Conference, Crystal River 

  October is FLORIDA NATIVE PLANT MONTH 

   FNPS News…. 
         

     The Florida Native Plant Society's 39th Annu-

al Conference "Transitions" will be May 16-19, 2019 at the 

Plantation on Crystal River, 9301 West Fort Island Trail, Crystal River, 

FL 34429  Information at www.fnps.org/conference/2019 

SNPS News 
 Don’t forget to send Tina any volunteer hours so 

that she can enter it on the FNPS website 

 Last year, FNPS logged about 25,000 chapter vol-

unteer hours. Of those, Suncoast contributed 2700. 

Good job!  

 Thank you to  Linda Steele-Green and Ken Green 

for representing SNPS at  "Fueling Awareness: 

Prescribed Fire Field Day" on Feb. 2 at Medard 

Park. 

 

Conference Registration is Open! 
 

 Don’t delay -  

Reserve your spot on the fieldtrips and the 

special pricing on lodging.  

 fnps.org/conference/2019 
 

See you there! 

    

 The Suncoast Chapter’s Board of Directors slate was voted on and  

 approved at the February meeting: 

 
 
       President 

               Open 

 

        Vice-president 

               Virginia Overstreet 

               vaoverstreet@gmail.com 

 

         Board Members at Large: 

           Mike Fite             fitemf@gmail.com 

           Shirley Denton  ecotypes@outlook.com 

           Steve Dickman palmettobug13@yahoo.com 

                  

  

   Treasurer  

                Niki Cribbs 

                cribbs813@gmail.com 

    Secretary 

                 Tina Patterson 

                 mablepatterson@hotmail.com 
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2019 Field Trip schedule 

      

     March 10 - 3190 Saffold Rd.  Wimauma, 33598  Upper Little Manatee River - more info to come 

        April 20 -  TBD 

       May 16-19 -  FNPS conference has lots of fieldtrips and workshops 

     

        

    March 23  Fieldtrip to Fishhawk Creek ELAPP 

   North Central section 

   Where:   Parking - near Goddard School ,14106 Spector Rd. Lithia 33547         

    When:   9:00 AM    

    We have never visited this part of the Fishhawk Preserve lands. Our ad-
venture begins when we park on the south side of Fishhawk Blvd. The pre-
serve entrance is on the north side of the road under the powerline. We can 
meet at the “Now Open” sign on Fishhawk Blvd in front of Goddard school at 

8:45 am.  There is also parking available along Circa Fishhawk Blvd.  
Carefully crossing Fishhawk Blvd (there is a median) we will enter through the fenceline and walk 
east down the powerline right-of-way where the Florida golden aster is growing (not in bloom). We 
plan to take an old ranch road back to a former Boy Scout camp right on Fishhawk Creek. The 
creek is very close to its junction with the Alafia River at this point and is a lovely spot to sit beside 
an American hornbeam  (Carpinus caroliniana) and admire the creek and the eroded roots of a 
large pine.  
Expect to see lots of sparkleberry and other species of Vaccinium, as well as shiny and rusty lyo-
nia. Our exact route will depend on the interest and energy of the participants.  
Long pants, sunhat, closed-toe shoes, water and sunscreen are advised. There are no facilities. 
Snacks are always welcome. Please contact one of us if you plan to attend. 
     
          Leader: Shirley Denton, 813-625-5031    
 Contact: Tina (Mable C) Patterson , 305-298-6381, mablepatterson@hotmail.com 

 

Lettuce Lake Update  
From Tina Patterson 

 

      Joel and Tina have averaged 18 visitors per month on the plant walks so far this 

year. March 2, two FNPS members from Brooksville joined us for the walk and went 

to the cypress dome to view the floating yellow bladderwort 

and Itea virginica in bloom. The county sent an invasive removal 

team to set up a display and look at Japanese climbing fern and 

other exotic troublemakers.  
 

The garden is finally getting spring sunshine and the coral bean is blooming. There are 

monarch caterpillars on the milkweed. 
 

  Our next walk is April 6, it is always great to have our members attend. The walk is 

free, there is a $2 fee to enter the park.    
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Suncoast Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.            
P.O. Box 1158 
Seffner, FL  33583-1158  

    
 

 

Please deliver to: 
 

Newsletter Submissions 
Deadline for the next issue: 

April 1, 2019 

Please send articles and original 
artwork for The Suncoast Grapevine 
to Shirley Denton, by the deadline 
above-   
 

SNPS Web Address 
http://www.SuncoastNPS.org 

 

We’re on Meet Up & Facebook 

 Activities & Committee Chairs 
 

Field Trips           (813) 
    Shirley Denton       625-5031  
    Steve Dickman       597-5888 
 Librarian 
    Vikki Sinclair                     989-2896 
Membership 
     Devon Higginbotham       478-1183   
Newsletter Editor 
     Shirley Denton - next month                      
     Mike Fite, Assistant          285-3705 
Publicity/Social media 
       Open          
Outreach 
      Open  
USF Plant Sales  

Open           
USF Botanical Garden Liaison  
      Kim Hutton                     974-2329 
Chapter Representative   
      Virginia Overstreet 
Webmaster 
       Shirley Denton        625-5031         

 2019 Board of Directors 
 

President 
  Open 

  
  

Vice-president 
 Virginia Overstreet 
  voverstr@tampabay.rr.com 
 

Treasurer 
 Niki Cribbs 
 cribbs813@gmail.com   
 
Secretary   
 Tina Patterson 
             mablepatterson@hotmail.com 

 

Board Members at Large 
  Mike Fite 
 fitemf@gmail.com 
  
 Shirley Denton 
 ecotypes@outlook.com  
 
 Steve Dickman 
 palmettobug13@yahoo.com 

Meetings are normally the 
third Wednesday of the month  

at 7 PM .  (no December meeting) 
 

DIRECTIONS TO:  
Hillsborough County Extension  

5339 County Road 579  
Seffner 

 

Take I-4 to Exit 10  
Go south on 579 for two blocks.  
Turn left on Old Hillsborough 

Ave and park on the North side of 
the office. 

http://www.SuncoastNPS.org

