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Chapter Meeting, April 17, 7:00 pm 
Seminole Heights Branch Library 
4711 Central Ave. 
Tampa, Florida 33603-3905 
 

 
Program 

Importance of Macrofungi and Common Species in Our Area 
by Arian Farid 

 

Fungi are an incredibly diverse group of organisms, but little is known about them. There are an estimated 2 
million species of fungi, yet only eight percent described. In this talk, I will discuss a broad overview of fungi 
(particularly the macrofungi), and their ecological importance. The latter portion of this talk will be selected 
species that are common to our area, and the traits that help to identify them. 

Arian Farid is a PhD student in the 
Department of Cell Biology, 
Microbiology and Molecular Biology 
at the University of South Florida. 
Arian received his B.S. in 
Environmental Science in 2013, and 
his M.S. in 2018. His current 
research is a continuation of his 
previous work on the systematics and 
taxonomy of the boletes of Florida. 
In addition to his research, Arian is 
currently the curator at the USF 
Herbarium.  A few Florida fungi for our speaker to ID ! 
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Field Trip, April 28, Sunday, 9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Green Swamp West 
We will walk through a shady area of the Southwest Florida Water Management District’s Green Swamp West 
Tract.  This will be a walk of about 2.5 miles over relatively easy terrain and should take 2-3 hours.  The walk 
will be through a pine flatwoods and upland hammock. The Green Swamp has a large diversity of plants and 
insects.  There is something to see in every month on this trail.  Blueberries and huckleberries abound, and they 
should be ripe in April.  Blackeyed susan, Coreopsis, Piriqueta, Clematis baldwinii, Polygalas and other 
wildflowers are expected. 

Janet Bowers will be the informal leader, she has visited many times since May 2018 when she went on a 
Heartland Chapter field trip there.   

Here is a link to the website for the Green Swamp West Track.  This is an area we have not visited as a chapter 
so it will be something new to see.  A SWFWMD map for Green Swamp West can be downloaded from 
https://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/recreation/green-swamp-west-tract. 

We will meet at the McNeil entrance located off SR 471.  To find it from northern Hillsborough County, go east 
from Zephyrhills on CR. 54 and then south on US 98, or from southern Hillsborough, head over to Lakeland via 
I-4 and go north on US 98.  SR 471 goes north from US 98.  On SR 471, Pass Colt Creek State Park (east side 
of road) and cross the Withlacoochee River.  Parking is on the left right after the bridge and the welcome to 
Sumter County sign. 

Wear long pants and close-toed shoes.  Insect spray is recommended for deterrence of ticks and flying 
annoyances.  Bring water.  Hat and sunscreen are recommended.  No bathroom facilities.   

Contact :  

o Tina (Mable C) Patterson, SNPS secretary 
o mablepatterson@hotmail.com 
o 305-298-6381 , call or text (please leave name and message) 

 

Board Meeting:  April 17, 5:00 
All members are welcome.  You can propose agenda items. 
Contact Tina Patterson for more information and meeting 
location (see above). 

 

Join FNPS to join our Suncoast Chapter, 
https://fnps.org/participate/membershipinfo 

mailto:mablepatterson@hotmail.com
mailto:mablepatterson@hotmail.com
https://fnps.org/participate/membershipinfo
https://fnps.org/participate/membershipinfo
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The mission of the Florida Native Plant Society is to preserve, conserve, and restore the native 
plants and native plant communities of Florida 

 

 

SNPS Field Trips Are Fun and Informative. 
By Tina Patterson 
 

If you haven’t been on a field trip with us recently, it’s time to get moving and join in!  

We have already held 5 field trips in 2019, visiting Alafia Scrub Preserve twice on short weekday walks, 
Golden Aster Scrub on a longer but interesting plant id hike and Upper Little Manatee River and Fishhawk 
Creek to marvel at the beauty of spring in Florida. 

SNPS also hosts a Native Plant Walk on the first Saturday of the month at Lettuce Lake. The walks are about 2 
hours, kid-friendly and accessible, and feature a PowerPoint presentation by Joel Jackson on native plants and 
the park. There is always something new to see and learn. 

I have been fortunate to be at every one of our events so far and can say that they were all “the best”. At Alafia 
Scrub we discussed the best conditions for Florida golden 
aster, searched for and found Arisaema triphyllum and 
saw the first leaf buds on the swamp azalea. This 
preserve has so much variety in a small area. 

Golden Aster was warmer, more open and a longer walk 
but the pine trees provided shade when we needed it and 
there were many new plants to identify and study. With 
the help of John Lampkin and Shirley Denton, we came 
away with a better understanding of the plants and insects 
there. 

Those feeling more adventurous enjoyed the March 10 
hike in the Upper Little Manatee Corridor. Knee-high 
water covering the trail meant wet shoes and pants, but 
also guaranteed we would see spectacular blooms from iris, Styrax (snowbells), and fringe trees (Chionanthus 
virginicus and C. pygmaeus). We also encountered an extremely cooperative (for photos) corn snake and saw 
coral honeysuckle growing near the Little Manatee River. SweetBay Native Nursery was just a short drive from 
the trailhead and made a perfect ending to the trip. It was hard to pick just a few plants out from all they have 
available. 

On March 23, we visited the northern part of FishHawk Preserve. We explored the creek banks, took lots of 
pictures and learned some of the history and geology of the property. The sparkleberry refused to open on time 
for our trip but we were thrilled to see lots of other blooms including false indigo (Amorpha fruticosa) and coral 
bean. And more fringe trees and snowbells! 

Don’t miss out on an opportunity to get outside and meet native plants in their natural habitat! We advertise our 
trips in The Grapevine, on our website, suncoastnps.org, and on MeetUp and Facebook. If you are not confident 
about your stamina or fitness, call or email the trip leader to ask what to expect. One thing you can be sure of is 
that “plant people” will take plenty of time to stop and look around.  

Sparkleberry, Vaccinium arboreum,  at Fishhawk 

Photograph by Nanette O’Hara 

http://suncoastnps.org/
http://suncoastnps.org/
http://suncoastnps.org/
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Red rat snake, Little Manatee ELAPP site by 

Shirley Denton. 

Field Trip Photos  
Lots of people carried cameras on the March field trips.  And the results are wonderful.   

  

Inspecting basswood at Fishhawk ELAPP site by Joel Jackson. 

Fishhawk ELAPP site field crew by Joel Jackson. 

 

Pygmy fringetree, Little Manatee ELAPP site by Shirley 

Denton. 

 

Closeup of Erythrina herbacea by John Lampkin. 

Buckeye at Fishhawk ELAPP site 
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FNPS Conference 
Register now for 4 days of field trips, seminars, and social events 

https://fnps.org/conference 

 

 

Thank Yous 
Thanks to all who made the March meeting a success.   

Thank you to Janet Bowers, Cliff Brown, Grayson McCormick and Nanette O’Hara for providing plants for the 
auction and to Joel Jackson for being the auctioneer. 

Thank you to Linda Steele-Green for providng refreshments and JoAnn Hoffman, who as always, hosted us at 
the Extension Office. 

 

A very special, very huge THANK YOU to 
 to Janet Bowers who was our newsletter editor from 

November 2012 to March 2019. 
 

  

https://fnps.org/conference
https://fnps.org/conference
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False Indigobush (Amorpha fruticosa L.) 
Profile by Carmel Vanhoek and Shirley Denton  
 

Family: Fabaceae (Pea)  

Type of Plant: A large bushy shrub  

Size: 5 to 12 feet high, with the crown about as wide  

Leaves: Deciduous, alternate, made up of 13 to 23 leaflets 
(odd-pinnately compound)  

Flowers: Spike-like racemes of dark purple flowers with 
contrasting bright yellow-orange anthers at the ends of the 
branches (terminal).  

Flowering time: Spring-summer 

Fruit: 1 to 2-seeded,small, curved pods dotted with glands  

Habitat/distribution: Hammocks and stream banks 
throughout the state.  It can also do well on open lakeshores. 

Soil: Sandy, somewhat calcareous  

Light: Light to moderate shade.  

Water: Prefers moist soils.  Somewhat drought-tolerant, but 
will supplemental water if planted in full sun. 

Propagation: Scarification of seed. In moist sites, it can self 
seed prolifically. 

Availability: Some native plant nurseries. 

Wildlife uses:  A nectar plant for butterflies. Larval host for 
southern dogface (Zerene cesonia), gray hairstreak (Strymon 
melinus), and silver-spotted skipper (Epargyreus clarus).  
Sometimes used by hummingbirds 

Natural Range:  Eastern North America from south Florida 
north to southern Canada. 

Amorpha is valued for its purple flower spikes with contrasting purple petals and bright orange anthers. 

It has a relatively long bloom season which in our area extends from mid-March into June  It can be easy to 
grow, but note its size – it gets big.  In some areas, it can become a pest. 

 KEY REFERENCES 

Florida Native Plant Society. 2019.  https://fnps.org/plants/plant/amorpha-fruticosa  

Florida Association of Native Nursersies.  2019.  https://www.plantrealflorida.org/plants/detail/amorpha-fruticosa. 

Amorpha fruticosa 

This plant was observed on our March 

fieldtrip to Fishhawk Creek.  Photo by John 

Lampkin. 

https://fnps.org/plants/plant/amorpha-fruticosa
https://fnps.org/plants/plant/amorpha-fruticosa
https://www.plantrealflorida.org/plants/detail/amorpha-fruticosa
https://www.plantrealflorida.org/plants/detail/amorpha-fruticosa
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Garden Report 
By Tina Patterson 
 

Janet Bowers, Mike Fite and Tina Patterson did a final clean up at HCC Plant City Community Garden on 
March 17. SNPS will no longer maintain the native area there.  We feel that there is better return for our effort 
at county parks 

Lettuce Lake has spring flowers on the coral bean and coral honeysuckle and the hummingbirds are back. Our 
next Native Plant Walk is Saturday, April 6. 

 

USF Botanical Garden Plant Sale 
It’s that time again.  Pull out those wagons.  Come on out and support the chapter by buying plants. 

 

April 13th 10AM-4PM 
April 14th 10AM-3PM 

The USF Plant Sale is SNPS’s biggest fundraiser, and is the most 
important outreach effort we do.  We are counting on you to help us 

continue this great event.  Thanks for your continued support. 
 

In addition to the sale, we have setup time needed on April 12, 9 - 12. 

Jobs available include unloading plants, moving and setting up tables, looking up signs, pricing and sales. 
Whatever your talents, we have work for you. It is especially important to have people on Saturday morning 

to give friendly advice and assist customers in plant selection. 

Set aside 2 or more hours of this weekend to help our organization fund its activities and to create interest in 
growing natives! 

If you are available to help, please let Tina know at mailto:mablepatterson@hotmail.com,  text 305-298-
6381 or phone 813-621-7015. 

mailto:mablepatterson@hotmail.com
mailto:mablepatterson@hotmail.com
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Officers and Board of Directors 

President –open 

Vice President –Virginia Overstreet 
vaoverstreet@gmail.com 

 
Secretary - Tina Patterson 

mablepatterson@hotmail.com 
 
Treasurer - Nikki Cribbs 

cribbs813@gmail.com 

Directors at Large 
Mike Fite 

fitemf@gmail.com 
 
Shirley Denton 

ecotypes@outlook.com 
 

Steve Dickman 
palmettobug13@yahoo.com 

 

Program Managers 

Fieldtrips 
Shirley Denton 

ecotypes@outlook.com 
813-625-5031 

Steve Dickman 
palmettobug13@yahoo.com 

Tina Patterson 
mablepatterson@hotmail.com 
305-298-6381 

Librarian 
Vikki Sinclair 

989-2896 

Newsletter 
Shirley Denton - editor 

ecotypes@outlook.com 
813-625-5031 

Mike Fite – chief assistant  
fitemf@gmail.com 
813-285-3705 
 

 

 

Newsletter Submissions 

Deadline for May Newsletter:  April 25 

Send contributions to Shirley Denton at ecotypes@outlook.com. 

Contributions should be original, with references where appropriate.  
Photographs and drawings should belong to the submitter or submitted along 
with written permission from the owner,  and be of appropriate resolution for 
printing (a width of 1000 pixels is generally adequate for this newsletter, but 
err toward larger so that they pictures can be cropped if needed).  All 
submissions should be in formats standardly used in documents and readable 
on Windows PCs. 

Submissions will be reviewed for accuracy with preference for being 
relevant to the FNPS mission and local environmental events. 

Suncoast Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.            
P.O. Box 1158 
Seffner, FL  33583-1158  

    
  

  

Please deliver to: 
  

All content copyrighted by the Suncoast 
Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society, 
2019 

 

mailto:vaoverstreet@gmail.com
mailto:mablepatterson@hotmail.com
mailto:cribbs813@gmail.com
mailto:%20fitemf@gmail.com
mailto:ecotypes@outlook.com
mailto:palmettobug13@yahoo.com
mailto:ecotypes@outlook.com
mailto:ecotypes@outlook.com
mailto:palmettobug13@yahoo.com
mailto:palmettobug13@yahoo.com
mailto:mablepatterson@hotmail.com
mailto:mablepatterson@hotmail.com
mailto:ecotypes@outlook.com
mailto:ecotypes@outlook.com
mailto:fitemf@gmail.com
mailto:fitemf@gmail.com
mailto:ecotypes@outlook.com

	April 2019                                                                     Volume 36, Number 4
	April 2019                                                                     Volume 36, Number 4
	Chapter Meeting, April 17, 7:00 pm
	Chapter Meeting, April 17, 7:00 pm
	Seminole Heights Branch Library
	Seminole Heights Branch Library
	4711 Central Ave.
	4711 Central Ave.
	Tampa, Florida 33603-3905
	Tampa, Florida 33603-3905
	Program
	Program
	Importance of Macrofungi and Common Species in Our Area
	Importance of Macrofungi and Common Species in Our Area
	by Arian Farid
	by Arian Farid


	Field Trip, April 28, Sunday, 9:00 am – 12:00 pm
	Green Swamp West

	Field Trip, April 28, Sunday, 9:00 am – 12:00 pm
	Field Trip, April 28, Sunday, 9:00 am – 12:00 pm
	Green Swamp West

	SNPS Field Trips Are Fun and Informative.
	SNPS Field Trips Are Fun and Informative.
	By Tina Patterson
	By Tina Patterson

	Field Trip Photos
	Field Trip Photos
	Field Trip Photos
	FNPS Conference
	FNPS Conference
	Register now for 4 days of field trips, seminars, and social events
	Register now for 4 days of field trips, seminars, and social events

	Thank Yous
	Thank Yous
	A very special, very huge THANK YOU to
	A very special, very huge THANK YOU to
	to Janet Bowers who was our newsletter editor from November 2012 to March 2019.
	to Janet Bowers who was our newsletter editor from November 2012 to March 2019.

	False Indigobush (Amorpha fruticosa L.)
	False Indigobush (Amorpha fruticosa L.)
	Profile by Carmel Vanhoek and Shirley Denton
	Profile by Carmel Vanhoek and Shirley Denton

	Garden Report
	By Tina Patterson

	Garden Report
	Garden Report
	Garden Report
	By Tina Patterson
	By Tina Patterson

	USF Botanical Garden Plant Sale
	USF Botanical Garden Plant Sale
	USF Botanical Garden Plant Sale
	USF Botanical Garden Plant Sale

	April 13th 10AM-4PM April 14th 10AM-3PM
	April 13th 10AM-4PM April 14th 10AM-3PM
	The USF Plant Sale is SNPS’s biggest fundraiser, and is the most important outreach effort we do.  We are counting on you to help us continue this great event.  Thanks for your continued support.
	The USF Plant Sale is SNPS’s biggest fundraiser, and is the most important outreach effort we do.  We are counting on you to help us continue this great event.  Thanks for your continued support.
	Newsletter Submissions
	Deadline for May Newsletter:  April 25


	Newsletter Submissions
	Deadline for May Newsletter:  April 25


