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The Florida Native Plant Society was organized in 1980 to promote the preservation, conserva-
tion, and restoration of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida. For more 
information about the Florida Native Plant Society, please visit our web site: www.fnps.org 

SEPTEMBER CHAPTER MEETING 
At the Hillsborough County Extension Office 

Conserving a Remnant Population of Gopher Tortoises: Land 

Management Challenges at Boyd Hill Nature Preserve 
 Presented by George Heinrich   
 Wednesday, September 19 , 7 PM   

                
        

      
 

  Boyd Hill Nature Preserve is one of the last remaining natural areas in urban Pinellas County and is completely sur-

rounded by development.  The preserve’s diverse habitats support several imperiled species, including the gopher tor-

toise (Gopherus polyphemus), eastern diamondback rattlesnake (Crotalus adamanteus), and Nuttall’s rayless goldenrod 

(Bigelowia nuttalli).  A significant portion of the preserve (149.6 acres) consists of well-drained, sandy soils and suita-

ble forage species which support the largest remaining tortoise population in the southern Pinellas Peninsula.  This 

presentation will review recent gopher tortoise burrow surveys and ongoing habitat restoration and management efforts 

(e.g., prescribed fire, thinning of trees, and control of invasive non-native plant species), as well as discuss the challeng-

es of managing a natural area bordered by urban interface. 

 

Speaker Bio: 
 

 George L. Heinrich is a field biologist and environmental educator specializing in Florida reptiles. His company, Hein-

rich Ecological Services, is based in St. Petersburg, Florida, and conducts wildlife surveys and research, natural history 

programming, and nature-based tours. 

 

  Light refreshments are served and a native plant auction follows the presentation. 
 

           -  submitted by Virginia Overstreet 

Photo by John Pendygraft 
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UPCOMING SPEAKERS-  
 

October 17 - Ginny Stibolt - Ginny will speak about her new book ‘A Step-by-

Step Guide to a Florida Native Yard’ and how to ‘Nativize your Yard’.  She should 

have copies of this book and her other books for purchase. Ginny is an active 

FNPS member and has presented at past conferences. She has been a gardener 

all her life and earned an MS degree in Botany from the University of Maryland. 

This should be a great talk, mark your calendar and bring a friend!  

November 7  **Note meeting date **   John Lampkin - Bugs in Your Bloomers and we will vote 

on the 2019 board 

December 1 -  Holiday gathering at Brooker Creek Preserve (see page 6) 

   Thanks for helping with the Joint meeting  - 
  

    Everyone for bringing food for the July Joint meeting potluck 
  

   Special Thank Yous - 
 

  JoAnn Hoffman for being our extension liaison and making our meeting place possible. 

 

Come visit SNPS at the 2018 Fall Plant Festival at the USF Botanical Gardens,  
12210 USF Pine Dr., Tampa FL 33612 

 
Every Spring and Fall the Suncoast Native Plant Society sells hundreds of  native 

plants at the USF Botanical Gardens. SNPS will be there on Saturday October 13 from 10 
am to 4 pm and Sunday, October 14 from 10 am to 3 pm for the Fall Festival.  

Admission to the gardens is $5. If  you are a Gardens member, admission is free and there is 
a pre-sale at 9:30. Volunteers also get in free! 

 

Bring your wagon and load up on wildflowers, grasses, shrubs and trees that are ready-
made for Florida's unique climate and soils. Attract more birds and butterflies with native 

plants and create the look that is Florida's alone.   
 

  Come early so you don't miss our huge selection. We need many volunteers to make this 
sale a success. Please sign up for a 2, 3 or 4 hour shift. 
 
Help is needed: 
   Friday, October 12 from 9-11 am setting up tables, unloading plants and putting 
   out signs and tags 
  Saturday, October 13 starting at 8 am (final setup and sales) 
 Sunday, October 14, starting at 9 am and including break down in the afternoon 

 
Contact secretary, Tina Patterson.  

Call 813-621-7015 (leave a message) or email mablepatterson@hotmail.com   
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SNPS News 
 Don’t forget to send Tina any volunteer hours so that she can enter it on the FNPS website 

 We  need SNPS board members for 2019,  let Devon Higginbotham know if you are interested 

    SNPS Camping Trip : Silver Springs State Park  
  Saturday, Oct 27 – Monday , Oct 29 
 

Located near Ocala, in central Florida, Silver Springs State Park has been a 

tourist attraction since the 1870’s, renowned for one of the largest artesian 

springs in the world and for the Glass Bottom Boat tours which allow visitors 

to see the crystal springs and the aquatic life around them. The park also offers 

canoe rentals on the Silver River.  While less known for hiking and walking, it 

has miles of trails some of which we will explore during our stay. 
 

We have reserved two cabins for Saturday and Sunday nights. The cabins have both AC and heat (you never know in 

October) and sleep 4 to 6 people in two bedrooms. The cost for 4 people would be $62.73 each ($41.67 with 6).  

Camping reservations for RV or tent sites can be made on your own, but should be made soon. 
 

The park entrance, campground restrooms and cabin areas were landscaped with donations from FANN and feature 

an incredible display of garberia which we hope will be blooming when we are there. The park staff does a good job 

of burning the sandhill and an October visit gives us a great chance to see prolific fall wildflowers. 

Contact Tina Patterson, mablepatterson@hotmail.com for cabin reservations. 

 

 

mailto:mablepatterson@hotmail.com
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                      Mark Your Calendar  
 

September 22,  9 AM  Lettuce Lake Walk  

September 22 National Public Lands Day - volunteer or visit your nearby park! 

 

  --   OCTOBER is NATIVE PLANT MONTH  -- 

   October 13 and 14 USF Plant Sale 

  October 13 and 14 Tampa Bay Birding and Nature Festival  

  More Lettuce Lake walks 9 AM - October 27, November 24  

  December 1  Holiday gathering at Brooker Creek Preserve 

   FNPS News….                             From Shirley Denton 

  

From the August FNPS BOD meeting – 

  

For many years, FNPS went back and forth between having an Executive Director (ED) who was a contractor and no ED.  Enough 

money was always an important part of the decision between ED and no ED.  An ED who is a contractor has big challenges (doing 

what is needed) while meeting the legal constraints of a contract.  Giving a contractor enough leeway to be in control is a huge issue 

legally.  This past February, the ExComm and FNPS Board of Directors decided to look into hiring an ED.  This alleviates all of the 

legal issues.  The conclusion was that FNPS has enough money in reserve to take a chance on hiring an ED.  By reorganizing and 

eliminating contractors, there is a realistic chance of also hiring a second person. FNPS is in the process of doing both.   

  There is enough money to run the experiment for 2 years, after which, FNPS needs to be in a position to have enough money to 

continue this (think more members and/or more donations). 

  FNPS put out a job announcement for an ED in May.  It was broadly advertised.  3 candidates were interviewed, and one was 

chosen 

 As of July 1, Juliet Rynear is the ED for FNPS.  I’m suspecting that she is working beyond reasonable expectation .  

 A second person is in the process of being hired – a Director of Communications and Programming.   Three candidates have 

been shortlisted, and all three were interviewed.  Expect an announcement soon.  

  

At the Aug. 11 meeting, the Council and BOD got an introduction to the proposed accountability structure for FNPS.   In a nut-shell, 

contractors report to the ED.  

  

From the general sessions-  

  

These focused on FNPS structure, before and now.  Put the ED in the middle of the picture,  the ED is in charge.  This is very new. 

FNPS  will have 2 employees.  The second employee will be supporting.  The email for Juliet is executivedirector@fnps.org 

  

 Native Plant Month - October will be Florida Native Plant Month.  Andy Taylor made the 

first two native plant months a success. 

  

  FNPS is organizing the month to promote the FNPS mission and to make Florida’s leaders 

aware of the importance of native plants.  Major concepts are 

 Have our governor pronounce October to be Native Plant Month. 

 Investigate having the FL legislature declare October to be Native Plant Month every year 

 Use the events that the FNPS chapters already have planned to “push” native plant month – Suncoast has the USF plant sale and 

our monthly meeting.    

 Our adjacent counties have events, hopefully we can advertise theirs and they can advertise ours. 

 The FNPS calendar for native plant month can include our Suncoast events.  The calendar is on the FNPS website at https://

fnps.org/news/plantmonth.    

 Proclamations are being sought.  We have a strong history of Hillsborough County and Tampa endorsements (proclamations).    

  

From the Council of Chapters meeting- 
  

There was an inconclusive discussion on how to deal with filling an empty position in Council leadership. 

In short, the person that the council selected as its “head” was not selected by her chapter as its Council representative. 

Stay tuned for Council updates.   
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      2018 Field Trip schedule 
      

  October 27-29 - Silver Springs State Park camping, we have 2 cabins reserved -  $ 62.73 per person 

     (4 per cabin) Camping reservations for RV or tent sites can be made on your own,  

     but should be made soon. The park entrance, campground restrooms and cabin areas were landscaped  

     with donations from FANN and feature an incredible display of garberia which we hope will be blooming  

    when we are there. The park staff does a good job of burning the sandhill and an October visit gives us a  

    great chance to see prolific fall wildflowers.  

  Contact Tina Patterson, mablepatterson@hotmail.com for cabin reservations. 

     November 17 - Blackwater Creek Preserve - wagon ride - 9 am to approximately 12 pm 

 We have arranged a wagon tour with Hillsborough County. The cost is $5 per person and there is a maximum 

of 20 people on the wagon. You must reserve your space in advance. Contact Tina Patterson to reserve 

or for more information. 

          Lettuce Lake Update                         From Tina Patterson 
 

 

   Joel Jackson and I worked with 25 volunteers from Johnson & Johnson to re-

move invasive plants on July 12. The volunteers came from all over the country 

and it was great to share information about Florida native 

(and non-native) plants with them. After working, some of us went out on the boardwalk to 

look for alligators!  

 

The next walk at Lettuce Lake is September 22.   

The walk is free but there is a $2 per car entry fee.  See you there!    

        

 Fieldtrip September 22  

Boyd Hill Preserve,  Pinellas County 
             
  Where:   1101 Country Club Way South • St. Petersburg, Florida • 33705 

   When:     9:00 AM    
          

     Admission to the park, which opens at 7 am, is $3.   

 

  In conjunction with the September meeting topic, we will visit this 245-acre award-winning park with 6 miles of trails 

& boardwalks to see gopher tortoise habitat and hopefully some native plants. 

   

  We recommend wearing a hat, long pants and close-toed shoes. Don't forget drinking water, snacks and sunscreen.  

    

  

 

  Contact for trip -   Steve Dickman   

        813-597-5888       

 

 

More info at :    http://www.stpeteparksrec.org/boyd-hill-nature-preserve.html 
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   Join FNPS on-line - http://fnps.org/participate/membershipinfo 
 

When it comes time to renew, FNPS will send you an email with a link in it.  Your information will already be 

filled out, but you can edit it if it is out of date.  This link is unique to you and not to be shared with others.  

    Plant Profile  -   Saltmarsh mallow 
          Kosteletzkya pentacarpos (aka virginica) 
                Family  -     Malvaceae 
 
        
    The saltmarsh mallow along a roadside always makes me take a second look.  
It is on the FNPS regional landscape brochure in the wet, sun section. It is high-
ly salt tolerant and is a short lived perennial that is dormant in the winter.  It 

will grow 5-8 feet tall and produces lovely pink flowers.    
 

  Plants and seeds are available from Native Nurseries and Native Seed pro-
viders. 

 
  Plant Atlas link -  
     http://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/Plant.aspx?id=862 
 
  FNPS link -                 
      https://www.fnps.org/plants/plant/kosteletzkya-virginica 
 
 
 

                                                  ~Janet Bowers 

   

  While not  available to plant in your yard, September is Pine Lily month for me.  

SNPS has been to Bell Creek and Balm scrub preserves in the past to see pine lilies.  

I have also seen them at Kissimmee Prairie preserve and even at Hillsborough River 

State Park.   

 

  Lilium catesbaei  is always a special 

treat to behold.  I can understand why 

Walter Taylor picked it for the front of 

one of his Plant ID books.   

 

 I hope you get a chance to see one in 

person, it’s hard to believe that it’s a 

native that grows on its own in the 

wild.  Just a reminder that nature does 

fine without our interference. 
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Suncoast Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.            
P.O. Box 1158 
Seffner, FL  33583-1158  

    
 

 

Please deliver to: 
 

Newsletter Submissions 
Deadline for the next issue: 

October 1, 2018 

Please send articles and original 
artwork for The Suncoast Grapevine 
to Janet Bowers, by the deadline 
above-  jbowers27@yahoo.com 
 

SNPS Web Address 
http://www.SuncoastNPS.org 

 

We’re on Meet Up & Facebook 

 Activities & Committee Chairs 
 

Field Trips           (813) 
    Shirley Denton       625-5031  
    Stephen Dickman       597-5888 
Librarian 
    Vikki Sinclair                     989-2896 
Membership 
     Devon Higginbotham       478-1183   
Newsletter Editor 
     Janet Bowers                    759-2822 
     Mike Fite, Assistant          977-0892 
Publicity/Social media 
      Andy Taylor            
Outreach 
      Open  
USF Plant Sales  

Open           
USF Botanical Garden Liaison  
      Kim Hutton                     974-2329 
Chapter Representative   
      Virginia Overstreet 
Webmaster 
       Shirley Denton        625-5031         

 2018 Board of Directors 
 

President 
  Open 

  
  

Vice-president 
 Virginia Overstreet 
  vaoverstreet@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer 
 Niki Cribbs 
  cribbs813@gmail.com 
 
Secretary   
 Tina Patterson 
             mablepatterson@hotmail.com 

 

Board Members at Large 
Andy Taylor 

 andytaylor6@gmail.com 

Meetings are normally the 
third Wednesday of the month  

at 7 PM .  (no December meeting) 
 

DIRECTIONS TO:  
Hillsborough County Extension  

5339 County Road 579  
Seffner 

 

Take I-4 to Exit 10  
Go south on 579 for two blocks.  
Turn left on Old Hillsborough 

Ave and park on the North side of 
the office. 

http://www.SuncoastNPS.org

