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FLORIDA SCRUB JAYS: SEPTEMBER CHAPTER MEETING

R e clsc In the world At the Hillsborough County Extension Office

Florida Scrub-Jays: Nowhere else in the world
Presented by Marianne Korosky
Wednesday, September 21, 7 PM

by Marianne Korosy

How is Florida’s only endemic bird species faring across the state?

Find out where they are thriving and why and how you can get involved in mon-
: \ itoring and protecting Florida Scrub-Jays and helping restore their unique habitat.

4

Scrub-jays inhabit sand pine and xeric oak scrub, and scrubby flatwoods. The primary threat to the Florida scrub-jay is
habitat destruction and fragmentation. Keeping a scrub ecosystem healthy requires a good management plan and then the
plan needs to be executed. As more land is developed, there is less available for the scrub-jays. Scrub-jays may be seen
in Golden Aster Preserve and Balm Boyette Scrub Preserve in Hillsborough County, and Moody Branch Preserve in
Manatee county (see our field trip information on page 5).

Marianne Korosy began working for Audubon Florida in 2009. Her work is focused on shorebird and seabird conserva-
tion in addition to coordinating the statewide Jay Watch program. Jay watch citizen science volunteers conduct surveys
that measure annual nesting success and count the total number of Florida Scrub-Jays at more than 50 sites in 19 coun-
ties. Marianne has a master’s degree in geology from FSU and a PhD in conservation biology from the University of
Central Florida. Her doctoral research focused on winter ecology of Grasshopper, Henslow’s, and Bachman’s sparrows

at Kissimmee Prairie Preserve State Park.

Light refreshments are served and a native plant auction follows the presentation.

- submitted by Donna Bollenbach & Janet Bowers

D e e e e e R e e R e e e e e e s
The Florida Native Plant Society was organized in 1980 to promote the preservation, conserva-
tion, and restoration of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida. For more
" : / information about the Florida Native Plant Society, please visit our web site: www.fnps.org
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ﬁ USF Fall Plant Sale, October 8-9

R

SNPS has been doing Native Plants at the USF sale for many years and
we continue to provide quality plants to the public at the Spring and Fall
sales. We depend on these for funds to support our projects and to find
new members. Please help us with our biggest fundraiser.

» X

We need people to help set up -
n Friday, Oct 7 and even more people for October 8 and 9.

If you are willing to help out, please let Gar Reed know at
gar0426(@yahoo.com or signup at a meeting.

We can’t do it without your help!

SALE HOURS

Saturday October 8 - 10 AM to 4 PM %’gw

-

Sunday, October 9 - 10 AM to 3 PM

There will be gardening talks and a great selection of native plants for Your Yard.

USF Botanical Garden, 12210 USF Pine Dr. - on the southwest corner of the USF Tampa campus,
at Pine and Alumni drives, off of Bruce B. Downs Boulevard, just north of East Fowler Avenue.

UPCOMING SPEAKERS-

Oct 19 - Dr. Alan Franck - Florida Fungi - Find out more about fascinating fungi, Dr. Franck
is the curator of the USF herbarium and an SNPS member. He has been our speaker in the past
and we are happy to have him back to talk about this important life form.

Nov 16 - Ross Dickerson - Hillsborough County Environmental Lands

Dec 3- Joint holiday event with other local chapters at Brooker Creek Preserve. Craig Huegel
will be speaking about Plant Roots and Bruce Turley will talk about Landscape Design.

JoAnn Hoffman, Bunny Worth, Janet Bowers
for providing plants for the plant auction

Bunny Worth for bringing snacks

Joel Jackson for auctioning the plants
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

The Florida Native Plant Society is once again asking our county commissioners throughout the state to declare Octo-
ber “Florida Native Plant Month”. Hillsborough County has already scheduled a proclamation for September 8th.

Florida Native Plant Month is a great way to introduce the public to the benefits of native plants, but it also provides us
an opportunity to promote the FNPS mission to preserve, conserve and restore native plant communities to our local

and state elected officials and our community. By allowing us to reach more people, we can boost membership and
donations to the society.

SNPS is celebrating Florida Native Plant Month with more events than ever before:

¥ October 1 we kickoff the celebration with a Wagon Tour of Blackwater Creek Nature Preserve, an excellent ex-
ample of natural lands maintained by preservation and prescribed fire in eastern Hillsborough County.

¥ October 7-9 is our Fall Plant Sale. This is our greatest opportunity to educate the public about the benefits of
planting and protecting natives to benefit our wildlife, our environment and our own well-being.

Y October 14-16 is the Florida Birding & Nature Festival in Ruskin. SNPS is one of many environmental organiza-
tions that are sponsoring speakers and fieldtrips. In addition to events that are of interest to native plant and
bird enthusiasts, there are activities for children and families. This will be heavily advertised to the public, and
will be a second opportunity for us to reach like-minded individuals and “newbies.”

¥ October 19 is the SNPS Chapter Meeting. This month Dr. Alan Franck will return to talk to us about Mushroom:s,

and other fungi. The relationship of fungi and other plants ranges from harmful to beneficial, and it is a hot top-
ic right now in botanical research.

¥ October 22 is our second Lettuce Lake Plant Walk of the Fall. These walks have all been well attended and pro-

vide an opportunity for SNPS to show members or our community the beauty of native plants in the wild and in
the native garden we maintain at the park.

¥ October 27-30 is time celebrate our accomplishments. A four-day, three-night cabin stay at Jonathan Dickinson
Park in Hobe Sound will give us time to rest, enjoy the outdoors and socialize.

While attending SNPS meetings and monthly fieldtrips are fun, if you really want to get the most out of your member-
ship, and contribute to the society, | encourage you to attend and/or volunteer to help at one of these events. At the
very least, don’t forget to thank those board members and volunteers that work to make our monthly meetings and all
our events meaningful and worthwhile: Janet Bowers, Gar Reed, Shirley Denton and Steve Dickman, Eileen Reed, Tina

Patterson, Carmel vanHoek, Devon Higginbotham, Joel Jackson, Troy Springer, Kim Hutton at USF, Mike Fite , Bunny
Worth and Vicki Sinclair.

Donna
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The venue for the 2017 FNPS conference (May 17-21, 2017) Native plants bring life to this landscape.
was unveiled and approved by the board, and the winner is
Westgate River Ranch Resort & Rodeo. In a secluded location
just south of US Hwy 60 on the Kissimmee River, Westgate
River Ranch is centrally located between the Atlantic and Gulf
beaches within Polk County, Florida. Lodging options include
everything from rustic lodge suites with full or partial kitchens,

We have some great signs for sale. $20 can get you a

FNPS News....
sign for your yard to show your neighbors why all the

FNPS Meets the Wild West lovely butterflies and birds come to your yard!

Get yours at a

to glamping (completely furnished air-conditioned tents) to RV membershlp
and tent camping. There are also more expensive options, such meeting or the
as luxury teepees, cottages and cabins, but these are not part of USF plant sale.
the FNPS block or rooms. This secluded resort is surrounded by It can easily be put
conservation lands and state parks for excellent fieldtrip oppor- on a short stake.
tunities. The lodging rates will be good for 3 days before and 3

days after the conference, so our members can take advantage ~Janet

of the venue’s other activities, such as airboat rides, fishing,
horseback riding, hayrides, swamp buggy rides and more. Reg-
istration will start early for this conference, so mark your calen-

dars and dust off your cowboy boots!

Lettuce Lake Plant Walks resume on September 24th

We are resuming our public guided plant walks at Lettuce Lake Park on September 24th. At 9:30.
SNPS members are encouraged to participate. Prior to each walk we do some maintenance in the
garden, and we need both leaders and weeders, but even if you just come as a participant, it shows
support for our mission. One to two hour walks start in the native plant garden at the Visitor’s
Center, then on to the boardwalk to see what grows naturally in the hardwood swamp. This is our
chance to educate people about native plants. Walks are FREE, but there is a $2 entrance fee per
vehicle (up to 8 people) to get into the park.

4 Mark Your Calendar

(6 Sept 8 9 AM Hillsborough County proclamation of Native Plant Month - downtown Tampa
Sept 10 Bok Tower Gardens Grand Opening of new areas featuring natives, free admission
Sept 17 Coastal Cleanup - see page 6 for more info
Sept 23-24 Florida Wildflower Symposium in Ocala- speakers include Roger Hammer, Jaret Dan
iels, Craig Huegel and many more- flawildflowers.org/events/2016-wildflower-symposium.html
Sept 24 National Public Lands day - lots of parks are having clean up efforts
Sept 24 9 - 3, Plant City Garden Fest , SNPS will have a table, stop by and check it out!

Sept 24 Lettuce Lake walks resume at 9:30, come early to help weed the garden

October Florida Native Plant Month

October 8-9 USF Fall plant sale - contact Gar Reed to help, we need lots of volunteers for
our big fund raiser

October 14-16 Florida Birding and Nature Festival in Ruskin, we are partnering with Audubon,
SNPS will be sponsoring talks and fieldtrips, Volunteers earn a free day, contact Donna
Bollenbach to help, Registration Price increases Sept 16, (see page 7 for info)

October 27-30 Camping! See page 5 for more info
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SUNDAY - September 25 Fieldtrip

Moody Branch Preserve
Where: Little Manatee River Southfork Tract, 29401 SR 62, Duette FL 33834
When: 9:00 AM

¢ We will car pool from the meeting place to the parking area/public access for Moody Brach

‘i Preserve. From the parking area, we’ll traverse a ~ 2.3 mile loop trail through pine flatwoods and
oak scrub. We will cross Moody Branch on a low water crossing that will hopefully be dry.

It is the oak scrub where we will encounter family groups of the Florida Scrub-jay. On the way to the scrub we will be
treated to an excellent wildflower display including species of Carphephorus, Liatris, Rhexia, Polygala, Polygonella
and native grasses. We will keep our eyes open for pine lilies.

Majority of trail is in FULL SUN. Be prepared with a wide brimmed hat, sunscreen, sunglasses and drinking water.
The scrub portion of the trial ( about 1 mile) is through deep, well-draining sand. Good hiking shoes/boots are recom-
mended.

From Tampa: On [-75 drive south to Exit 22 for Parrish & Moccasin Wallow Rd. (CR 683). Turn left and drive east
~ 5 miles to Hwy 301 in Parrish. Turn right on 301 driving 0.4 miles to SR 62 and turn left. Drive ~11.7 miles to South-
fork Tract parking area on the left. (From Southfork, we drive east ~2.7 miles to Bunker Hill Rd. and turn left, drive 1
mile and turn left again. Parking/public access for Moody Branch is 3.5 miles on the left.)

After the field trip, we will pay a visit to Bunker Hill Vineyard & Winery at 8905 Bunker Hill Rd.! This is a very
special winery — almost all of their wines are old Florida specialties — such as blackberry, lime, muscadine grape and
some really unique treats such as tomato, sweet onion, and sweet potato. They also sell “matching” jellies. They are
also unique in their use of recycled wine bottles, you may want to donate a few (please make sure they have been
rinsed).

Shirley Denton is the contact 813 625-5031

i e Jonathan Dickinson State Park -
’ - Camping Trip, October 27-30

The Suncoast chapter will be traveling to Jonathan
Dickinson State Park for our fall camping trip this year.

We have reserved 3 cabins (complete with kitchens)
and some of our members are tent/RV camping. We
would like to invite you to join us, either for a day hike or
for the entire weekend.
At present, we have room available in the cabins but
this will fill quickly. The cabins are $109/pp for the three
nights and you will be sharing the cabins with other members. If you are interested in fent camping
or have an RV, you can make separate reservations at reserveamerica.com

Our plans are to hike the trails in the park searching for wildflowers, enjoy some social tfime in the
evenings, maybe a bonfire and share a few meails.

If you would like to join us, contact Devon Higginbotham at archiveproperties@gmail.com

2016 Field Trip schedule

Oct 1 8:30 Wagon trip at Blackwater Creek with Andy Fairbanks, $5, Donna Bollenbach is collecting money
Oct 27-30 Fall camping at Jonathan Dickinson State Park, join us in one of the three cabins we’ve reserved
for $109/pp. Each cabin has a kitchen and bath. We plan to hike some of the 11,500 acres, socialize and enjoy
one of the most beautiful state parks in Florida. If interested, contact Devon at archiveproperties@gmail.com, or
reserve you own site at reserveamerica.com.

November 19 - Aripeka - sandhill area that SNPS has not been to before

Dec 3, 9-3 Joint holiday event with Pinellas, Citrus, Heartland and Nature Coast chapters at

Brooker Creek Preserve, there will be speakers, hikes and other activities plus food !
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REGISTRATION IS OPEN for the Joint Holiday Celebration
with Suncoast, Pinellas, Citrus and Hernando Chapters

\ Native Plant Holiday Mini Workshop
A Full Day of Botanical Fun at the Beautiful Brooker Creek Preserve
There will be presentations, hikes, workshops, a Pot Lunch and more.
Saturday, December 3, 2016, 9 am to 2 pm

Open to Evervone. Free Admission. REGISTRATION REQUIRED*. To register, please visit Eventbrite
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/native-plant-holiday-celebration-tickets-26568804008
9 am - Saturday Hike, limit 20
10:00 am — 11:30 am
Introduction to Plant Identification with James Stevenson, hike following
Using Native Plants in the Landscape, by Bruce Turley Wilcox Nursery

11:30 am - 12:30: Lunch
Holiday Potluck Lunch: Whole Turkey & Spiral Ham will be provided, bring a side dish, salad or
dessert to share. Mix, mingle and enjoy.

12:30 pm — 2 pm
How Roots Work - Dr. Craig Huegel — hike following
Designing Your Natural Landscape, a Hands-on Primer limit 20. RSVP 727-726-1455
Grapevine Wreath Workshop- The Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve
Free for members, $15.00 for non-members
*SNPS members, if you are unable to register on-line, please let Donna know at a chapter meeting and she will register for you.

g Twenty lucky people will be climbing aboard
#¥ the county wagon for a tour of Black Water
g Creek Nature Preserve on Saturday, Octo-
¥ ber 1st. Led by Environmental Outreach Coor-
L8 dinator, Andy Fairbanks, on our way to the

i creek we will pass through beautiful fall foli-
age, including carphephorus, liatris, goldenrod,
agalinus, Eupatorium, and bluestem and lopsid-
ed indian grasses.

There is a small cost of $5.00 per person to
join this special field trip. Ten people have al-
ready reserved, so there are 10 spots left.

Don't miss it. RSVP today
to fnps.online@gmail.com and bring your
money to the next meeting.

Coastal Cleanup with Tampa Bay Sierra Club & Tampa Audubon Society
Sept 17 8:30 AM-11:00 AM

Westshore Audubon Sanctuary. The mangrove sanctuary is located on W. San Jose St., west
of its intersection with Westshore Blvd. Wear closed toed shoes. Site captain: Bev Griffiths
bevgriffiths@verizon.net or cell: §13.210.4850
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Florida Birding and Nature Festival 2016

Celebrating the Centennial Year of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act

When: October 13-16, 2016
Where: Hillsborough Community College’s LEED-Gold Certified
South Shore campus, 551 24™ St. NE, Ruskin, FL (Tampa)

Highlighting Wildlife Corridors and Migrating Birds

THE MISSION OF THE FLORIDA BIRDING AND NATURE FESTIVAL IS TO
PROMOTE APPRECIATION AND CONSERVATION OF FLORIDA’S BIRDS AND
THEIR HABITATS THROUGH RESPONSIBLE NATURE-BASED TOURISM AND
PUBLIC AWARENESS.

FLORIDA BIRDING
& NATURE FESTIVAL

Internationally known keynote speakers:

David H. Johnson, MS, Director of the Global Owl Project (GLOW), a long-term, worldwide project to advance
foundational aspects of science and conservation for the world’s owls.

Carlton Ward, Jr., environmental photographer and an eighth generation Floridian, co-founded the Florida
Wildlife Corridor initiative and led two National Geographic supported expeditions that trekked over 2,000 miles to
advocate for conservation of the corridor.

Birds, Butterflies, Herps, Land Conservation Successes and More!

From Roseate Spoonbills, American Oystercatchers, Black Skimmers, Limpkins, and Purple Gallinules to ‘Gators and
Cooters! Half day field trips to coastal and inland destinations in the five-county region — Celery Fields, Emerson
Point, Alafia Bank Bird Sanctuary, Egmont Key National Wildlife Refuge, Ft. De Soto County Park and Circle B Bar
Ranch. See the successes of major land restoration projects in all counties. Departures from Hillsbhorough
Community College’s South Shore campus by car-pools or chartered bus.

More than 25 on-campus seminars include offerings for bird and butterfly enthusiasts, photographers, and nature
lovers young and old. Festival-goers can bone up on owls, alligators, turtles, and bird identification; using Florida
native plants in gardens; feast on the stunning imagery of renowned nature photographers, and explore the
spectacular open spaces and back country of Tampa Bay and beyond.

Registration Opens August 1. Early registration discount!
The 2016 Florida Birding and Nature Festival at Hillsborough Community College, South Shore Campus, October
13-16, 2016, is hosted by Hillsborough Community College, South Shore, Hillsborough County’s Conservation and

Environmental Lands Management Department, and our local Audubon Society chapters.

For more information on being a sponsor, vendor, or for registration contact: Melanie Higgins, 813-642-0799,
melanie@questecology.com, or check our website: http://www.floridabirdingandnaturefestival.org/

Sept 10 Kitchen Bot hltChen .
e itchen Botan
10:30 /I%)M @ Brooker CreelZIPre- B Ot a ng 5 .

. . at Brooker Creek Preserve
serve: kitchenbotany.eventbrite.com

Saturday, September 10th @ IO 50am

http://kitchenbotany.eventbrite.com
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What’s in a Name? ~Janet Bowers

So who are these people that had a lot of plants named for them? Several botany pioneers from the 1800’s live on as
part of our Florida native plants. A few names that stuck in my head over the years made me curious enough to look
for more information about them and jot down a few facts.

There are a lot of ‘Chapmanii’ plants, I ran across one recently - Liatris chapmanii - at Bok Tower
| Gardens. It is a lovely liatris, shorter and bushier than some other species. There is also an rhododen-
~ dron, oak, orchid and a hypericum. If you do a search for ‘chapmanii’ on the USF plant atlas, you

# and there is a garden named after him there as well as a couple of schools. His book, Flora of the
& Southern States, published in 1890 was an important reference of the time and many
plants were named in his honor.

Botanist William T. Feay (1803-1879) has a milkweed, palafloxia and dalea named after him. We
saw a whole field of the milkweed at Triple Creek on a fieldtrip. He collected plants in the south and
took refuge in Florida during the Civil War. Like some other botanists, he was a physician and studied
plants as a hobby.

Roger Hammer’s recent book, Central Florida Wildflowers, mentions Allen Hiram Curtis (1845-
1907), another Florida botanist. He also has a milkweed named after him and 4 other plants. The
milkweed (Asclepias curtisii) is found in the scrub, mostly blooming in the summer and is lovely
with shades of pink, mauve and white.

I was recently given a copy of an old SNPS article by Rita and Jim Lassiter about John Kunkel
Small (1869-1938). He is more well known than my first 3 botanists, I found some basic info on
Wikipedia. He was the first Curator of Museums at The New York Botanical Garden and his first
trip to Florida was in 1901. Dr. Small wrote many books and articles, many of which are in the
USF Herbarium’s library. He has a polygala or milkwort named after him as well as a few other
plants. According to Roger Hammer’s Central Florida Wildflowers, Small’s milkwort
(Polygala smallii) is endangered and occurs in southeastern Florida. (photo from Shirley Denton)

§ There are 10 plants listed on the USF plant atlas for ‘Michauxii’. One of them is the gopher
apple (Licania michauxii) and another is a milkweed (which I have not seen yet).

I can appreciate remembering an important scientist by naming a species after them but personally, I like it when the
plant is named for a characteristic that is helpful in remembering the name, such as its color or size. Words like mul-
tiflorus (many flowered), gigantea (giant), fragrans (fragrant) or purpurea (purple) are much easier for my old brain to
match with a plant than a person’s name (unless maybe it was my name).

One famous botanist that I didn’t look up is William Bartram (1739 —1823), many books have been published about
what he saw on his travels and we were treated to an actor portrayal of him at the 2016 FNPS conference. Feel free to
checkout a book of his at the library and send me your report for the next newsletter!
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Coming up in the next 2 months -

September 2016 October 2016

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
] 2 3 1
BWC
Wagon
Tour
4 5 6 7 8 e} 10 2 3 4 5 e} 7 USF- 8 USF-
Bl Couniy, Plant Plant
Laor Eg;?g Sale Sale
Day Plant Sef-up
Month
Proclamar-
fion
1M 12 13 14 15 16 17 @ USF 10 I 12 13 14 15
Plant BOD Floridal Florida
BOB Sale Mesting |Brding & | Bircling &
Meeting 9 Nature Nature
Fest Fest
18 10 20 21 22 23 24 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
SNPS Plant City | | Floridla Meeting Leftuce
Meeting | FWE Sym- carden || Brgling & Funai Loke
Scrub posium Festival ot g Plont
Jays 22.24 Leftuce ure Dr Alan Walk
poke Plant | | Fest Franck
alk
25 26 27 28 20 30 23 24 25 26 27 28 29
SNPS IDSP JDSP JDSP
Fieldirip 30 31 Campout | Campout | Campout
Moody
Branch JDSP ut

See the Current issue of the Grapevine or suncoast.fnpschapters.org for details on each event.

Join or Renew FNPS on-line - http://www.fnps.org/participate/membershipinfo

Florida Native Plant Society Membership Application

Membership in the Florida Native Plant Society enables you to receive their

. . . Check pertinent category:
wonderful quarterly magazine The Palmetto. Joining the SNPS also entitles

you to membership privileges in the Suncoast Native Plant Society and a a Indiv1:dual $35 U Business or non-
subscription to their monthly newsletter The Suncoast Grapevine. Contact U Full time student $15 profit $150
the SNPS membership chair, Devon Higginbotham, at 478-1183. O Family or household $50 U Supporting $100
U Patron $250 4 Gold $500
i Hew: Member EFRenewal U Sustaining - $10 a month w/credit card
Nasae O Visa UMC  Expiration
Card # Code

Business name or organization

Mabke check payable to FNPS.

Address Detach and mail to:
City, State and Zip FNPS

) P.O. Box 278
Home phone Email

Melbourne, FL. 32902-0278
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Activities & Committee Chairs

Newsletter Submissions
Deadline for the next issue:

Oct 1, 2016

Please send articles and original
artwork for The Suncoast Grapevine
to Janet Bowers, by the deadline
above- jbowers27@yahoo.com

SNPS Web Address

http://www.SuncoastNPS.org

We’re on Meet Up & Facebook

Regular meetings are in Seffner

N 1
ORTH L 4

99!
579 | o1 Hillsborough Ave

i,  We =
$iJ ave

Exit 260|

Parsons Ave

Field Trips (813)
Shitley Denton 625-5031
Stephen Dickman 597-5888

Librarian
Vikki Sinclair 989-2896

Membership

Devon Higginbotham ~ 478-1183

Newsletter Editor
Janet Bowers 759-2822
Mike Fite, Assistant 977-0892

Programs
Janet Bowers 759-2822

Publicity/ Social media

Donna Bollenbach 679-5597

Outreach

Open
USF Plant Sales
Gar Reed 323-0927
USF Botanical Garden 1.iaison
Kim Hutton 974-2329
Chapter Representative
Donna Bollenbach 679-5597
Webmaster
Donna Bollenbach 679-5597
2016 Board of Directors
President
Donna Bollenbach
donna.bollenbach@gmail.com

Co Vice-president
Stephen Dickman
palmettobugl3@yahoo.com

Secretary & Co Vice-president
Janet Bowers
jbowers27(@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Gar Reed
221r0426(@yahoo.com

Board Members at Large
Shirley Denton
ecotypes(@verizon.net

574 .
Vel M. L. King Blvd _ @Bank
Ll 574
ExgggoA Church Brandoen
“East
Mango

Meetings are normally the
third Wednesday of the month
at7PM. (no December meeti118)

DIRECTIONS TO:
Hillsborough County
Extension
5339 County Road 579
Seffner

Take I-4 to Exit 10 (just east of I-
75). Go south on 579 for two
blocks. Turn left on Old
Hillsborough Ave and park on the
North side of the office.

Suncoast Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.

P.O. Box 1158
Seffner, FL 33583-1158

SO
\

Please deliver to:
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