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The Florida Native Plant Society was organized in 1980 to promote the preservation, conserva-
tion, and restoration of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida. For more 
information about the Florida Native Plant Society, please visit our web site: www.fnps.org 

                    AUGUST CHAPTER MEETING 
               At the Hillsborough County Extension Office 
 

   Wild Orchids of Florida 
            

    Presented by  Wally Wilder 
   Wednesday, August 17,  7 PM   

                

        

  Wally Wilder, a self-educated horticulturalist, is an expert on Florida orchids and is sought 

after by people such as Roger Hammer when they want to know where to find orchids. Wilder 

will discuss his wild orchid adventures and share more than 60 photographs of orchids, ranging 

from common varieties, such as the SNPS logo orchid, Encyclia tampensis, to those that are 

more rare, including one he discovered in the Ocala National Forest last year. 

 

  Florida is home to 110 native orchid species, and Wilder seen 80 or 90 of them. He is highly regarded as a leading ex-

pert on orchids by horticulturalists throughout the world. 

 

  Wally became interested in orchids when he went rambling in the woods where he was raised in  Apopka, Florida. Dis-

covering unusual plants – especially orchids – “gave me something to look at instead of just walking,”  he said. He re-

calls discovering his first orchid in the mid-1970s, and he hasn't stopped. 

 

  In Florida, Wilder has worked with the Fakahatchee Strand Preserve in its efforts to restore native orchid species. He is 

also providing equipment to the Soroa Botanical Gardens in Cuba to enable them to grow orchids 

from seed. 

 

Light refreshments are served and a native plant auction follows the presentation.   
 

                              

      -  submitted by Donna Bollenbach & Janet Bowers 
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UPCOMING SPEAKERS-  
   

 Sept 21 - Marianne Korosy - Florida Scrub-Jays: Nowhere else in the world - found only in 

Florida, the curious scrub jays often lead to close encounters with people.  Marianne began 

working for Audubon Florida in 2009. Her work is focused on shorebird and seabird conserva-

tion in addition to coordinating the statewide Jay Watch program.  

Oct 19 -  TBD 

Nov 16 - Ross Dickerson Hillsborough County Environmental Lands   

Dec 3- Joint event with other local chapters at Brooker Creek Preserve.  Craig Huegel will be 

speaking about Plant Roots and Bruce Turley will talk about Landscape Design. 

    

   My First SNPS Buying Trip                              ~ Donna Bollenbach 
 

On Saturday, July 23rd, Bob and I joined a small group of mostly new members who braved the heat to 

shop for native plants at Sweetbay Nursery in Parrish. We were so glad we did.  
 

The hard part about visiting a native plant nursery is not going overboard with your purchases, espe-

cially in the summer, when the flowering plants are all so attractive, that is, until you have to go out in 

the 95-degree heat to put them in the ground. It is so easy to let them sit in the pots while waiting for 

that cool moment that never comes. But I found a great solution: I let my husband pick the plants out, 

because the rule is “You pick’em, you plant’em!”  
 

Sweetbay recently put in some demonstration gardens. The butterfly garden has a collection of easy-to-

grow plants for average to dry soil and, as owner Tom Heitzman points out, there are both host plants 

and nectar plants, which is very important to attract all kinds of pollinators.   
 

There is also a garden with plants that grow in moist areas. The tall scarlet hibiscus 

and the trailing blue water hyssop had me asking Bob if we could convert our 

swimming pool to a backyard pond so I could have a wetland garden. He gave me 

that look…the one that says “Seriously? Otherwise I got no reply.  

Tom and co-owner, Richard Beaupre, were very accommodating. They showed us around the grounds and 

answered all our questions. When I asked Richard what he would recommend I plant in the area where I am 

growing a mock-orange tree, he gave me a few options based on location and color. “The flowers of the mock-

orange are white, so perhaps you would want a ground cover with blue flowers?” he suggested. The artist in 

me liked that he suggested contrasting colors.  
 

When Bob decided on what plants he wanted, it turned out we didn’t have anything with flowers, at least not 

yet. We have a sunny area where we wanted to plant grasses and liatris for fall color, so Bob picked out some 

muhly grass, lopsided Indian grass and liatris. The only flower we purchased was a passionflower vine for the native garden at Flat-

woods park. It was a beautiful specimen with a small wood trellis in the pot. It has several buds, one of which opened up in all its 

purple splendor on our way home.  
 

Besides the SNPS members, there were numerous others filling their wagons with new plants. The prices at Sweet Bay nursery are 

very reasonable, plus they give FNPS members 10% off, all the more reason to come back again. I know Bob and I will.        

USF Fall Plant Sale, October 8-9 
 

  If you missed our buying trip, mark your calendar for October 8 & 9, part 2 of our Biggest Fundraiser 
takes place.  SNPS has been doing Native Plants at the USF sale for many years and we continue to pro-
vide quality plants to the public at the Spring and Fall sales.  We depend on these for funds to support our 
projects and to find new members.  Please join us in this effort. 
 

  If you are willing to help out, please let Gar Reed know at a meeting or at gar0426@yahoo.com.   
We need people to help set up on Oct 7 and many people for October 8 and 9.   

We can’t do it without your help! 
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 

Jump in my DeLorean time machine and let’s take a trip to the future. We’ll 

dial in July 2050. As we come to a sliding stop in the middle of town square 

the first thing we notice are all the native plants around the courthouse. 

There are no Bottle Brush trees, but instead native Firebush; no Mexican 

Petunias, but Wild Petunia.  The hedges around the buildings are rows of 

Walter’s Viburnum, and the sidewalks are lined with red maple. Best of all 

there are no grassy lawns, but the grounds are covered with sunshine mimosa 

and frog-fruit. We are ecstatic, but we wonder, “When did they finally get 

the message, and more importantly, “How?”  

 

Let’s dial it back a notch to 2017, the year YOU decided to volunteer for the Suncoast Native Plant Society (SNPS). The 

year YOU went to the junior high classroom and talked to the students about the benefits of native plant. The year YOU 

worked at the native plant sale and told people which native alternatives to non-native plants would work best in their 

yard. The year YOU became an SNPS board member and influenced the choice of programs, fieldtrips and outreach pro-

grams that will make a difference in our community and to our future. In other words, YOU did it…YOU made the dif-

ference.   

 

In 2017, a number of our existing board members are stepping down, and we need YOU to step up to keep our chapter 

alive. So, what are you going to do when a member of the 2017 nomination committee asks you to consider being a 

board member of SNPS in 2017? You’ve seen the future, and YOU are a part of it, so in the words of Andrew Carnegie, 

“Do your duty, and the future will take care of itself. “  

 

So, it’s time to return to the present. You’ve seen the future, and YOU are a part of it, and the future begins NOW.  

October, Florida Native Plant Month, is right around the corner, and there are so many opportunities to make a differ-

ence:  

 

 On September 8 at 9 am, the Hillsborough County board of commissioners will once again proclaim October 

as Florida Native Plant Month. You are invited to stand with your fellow SNPS members and accept the 

proclamation.   

 October 8-9 is our fall plant sale at the USF Botanical Garden. As a volunteer you will talk about native 

plants all day and take home a free plant after your shift.   

 October 14-16 is Florida Birding and Nature Festival in Ruskin. You can volunteer to man our outreach 

booth to educate and solicit memberships from our birder friends.  

 October 22 is our second fall plant walk at Lettuce Lake, be a leader or a participant. Either way, you can 

share your knowledge and passion for native plants with a willing audience.  

 Finally, October 27-30 is the SNPS Camping Trip to Jonathan Dickinson State Park in Hobe Sound, Florida. 

This your time to learn and exchange ideas with like-minded people.  You can eat, hike and relax by the 

campfire each day.  

 

 

Great Scott!  
Don’t wait: Start your engines and race to a better future.  
 

Donna    
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                      Mark Your Calendar  
 

Aug 6   Circle B Bar - Heartland Chapter is planting natives at 9, come and help! 

Aug 7   How to do Florida TV show on ABC - ‘Flip a Florida Yard’ - Natives are installed 

Aug 27 10:30 AM to noon, Introduction to Mushroom Identification  

        Brooker Creek Preserve Environmental Education Center 

Sept 8   9 AM  Hillsborough County proclamation of Native Plant Month - downtown Tampa 

Sept 10  Bok Tower Gardens Grand Opening of new areas, free admission 

Sept 23-24 Florida Wildflower Symposium in Ocala- speakers include Roger Hammer, Jaret Dan 

  iels, Craig Huegel and many more- flawildflowers.org/events/2016-wildflower-symposium.html 

Sept 24  9 - 3, Plant City Garden Fest  

Sept 24   Lettuce Lake walks resume at 9:30   

            October  Florida Native Plant Month      

     October 8-9   USF Fall plant sale - contact Gar Reed to help, we need lots of volunteers for  

         our big fund raiser 
     October 14-16 Florida Birding and Nature Festival in Ruskin, we are partnering with Audubon,  

         SNPS will be sponsoring talks and fieldtrips, contact Donna Bollenbach to help 

          Registration Opens August 8 and keynote speakers include Carlton Ward, Jr. 

     October 27-30 Camping!  See page 5 for more info  

    

FNPS News…. 
 

  
  2017 Conference details are still be worked out, stay 

tuned…  August 13 is the next FNPS Board and Council 

of Chapter meeting in Haines City. 
 

  Available 24/7 is our fnps.org website.  Check it out for 

the on-going Blog articles, native plant information and 

FNPS chapter activities.  Under RESOURCES, you can 

search for old Palmetto articles or download the latest Sa-

bal Minor newsletter.  There is lots to explore here! 
 

  Under the CHAPTERS tab, you can connect to other 

local chapter websites and see what they are doing, read 

their newsletters and see what fieldtrips are coming up.  

Pinellas and Nature Coast have Meetups like we do.  If 

you sign up for the groups then you get emails about up-

coming events (just make sure you sign up for our Meetup 

first!  https://www.meetup.com/Suncoast-Native-Plant-

Society/).  Meetup is free and after a fieldtrip you can load 

photos into the website or look at other people’s photos.  

It is an easy way to connect with like minded people in 

your area. 
 

  Another way to connect is to ‘like’ us on 

Facebook.  FNPS has a FB page and SNPS 

does too.  We often post pictures of current 

blooms and upcoming events.   

 AMENDMENT 4 ON THE AUGUST 30  
PRIMARY BALLOT 

 
 Amendment 4 to the Florida Constitution pro-
poses tax exemption for renewable energy de-
vices used on commercial properties. These 
devices are currently tax exempt for devices 
used on residential properties.  
 
 Additional information: 
http://bereadytovote.org/guide-to-florida-
amendments/ 

   submitted by Mike Fite 

Third Annual Florida Wildflower Foundation  

Photography Contest   

 

  Could your Florida wildflower photo be a winner? 

Enter the "Land of Flowers" contest between now and 

Aug. 12 and find out!  Catego-

ries include - Close up, land-

scape and pollinators. 

 

https://

flawildflowers.wufoo.com/

forms/r1qqupcm0ndiho2/ 

 

http://bereadytovote.org/guide-to-florida-amendments/
http://bereadytovote.org/guide-to-florida-amendments/
https://www.facebook.com/suncoast.fnps
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       2016 Field Trip schedule      

      

 September 17 (Note Date Change) - Moody Branch- hopefully we will see scrub jays  

  Oct 27-30 Fall camping at Jonathan Dickinson State Park, join us in one of the three cabins we’ve reserved 

for $109/pp.  Each cabin has a kitchen and bath.  We plan to hike some of the 11,500 acres, socialize and 

enjoy one of the most beautiful state parks in Florida.  If interested, contact Devon at archiveproper-

ties@gmail.com, or reserve you own site at reserveamerica.com. 

     November 19 - Aripeka 

    Dec 3,  9-3 Joint event with Pinellas, Citrus, Heartland and Nature Coast chapters at Brooker Creek Preserve,   

   there will be speakers, hikes and other activities plus food ! 

Rouge plant 

                               August 20 Fieldtrip    

        Tour of Plant City Community Garden     

               Where:  2001 E Cherry St, Plant City, FL  

                When:   9:00 AM    

 
         
  The Suncoast Native Plant Society has adopted the native plant garden at the new 

home of the Plant City Community Garden and Teaching Garden. This is an amaz-

ing place with so much potential for the community both as a botanical showcase 

and educational center for sustainable food and landscaping. 
 

  SNPS members Gar and Eileen Reed have been maintaining the garden since we adopted it earlier this year, but we 

want to get more members involved so we can expand the native areas. Personally, I believe this site could be the first 

true “Botanical Garden” in Hillsborough County, and surpass other botanical gardens as an educational hub for envi-

ronmental education. 

 

  Due to the summer heat, we will meet at the Gardens at 9 am, and plan to be there only 1 hour, then we will head over 

to the Corner Store for “brunch.” The Corner Store in Plant City offers a variety of fresh, healthy food and many vege-

tarian options. 
 

  Presently the site consists of a variety of “gardens” representing native and non-native flora, as well as a common area 

where individuals grow their own food. There is also a large green house and outside meeting space. This combination 

of resources will provide the public the opportunity to see the plants, to learn about the benefits of eco-friendly land-

scaping and how to grow their own food.   
       

  Karen Elizabeth of the Plant City Community Gardens, will also be on hand to give a short talk on the food and gar-

den plots. Community Gardens share many of the core values of the native plant society, such as encouraging diversity, 

protecting the environment, and strengthening the community by creating a green economy. Furthermore, they 

“prioritize the use of Florida native plants for ornamental plantings as the best plant material for conserving Florida’s 

unique ecosystem.” 
 

 Please RSVP for this tour on our Meetup page or email donna.bollenbach@gmail.com so we have an idea of how 

many to plan for lunch.           

          - Donna Bollenbach        

St Joseph Peninsula State Park - Camping Trip, April 26-30, 2017 
 

  We have 1 cabin reserved but all the spaces are taken already.  Go online and reserve a camping 

spot so you don’t  miss out on our trip to this diverse area.  (FNPS members only please.) It is also 

a great place to see the stars! 
 

  It’s a long drive from Hillsborough County, so we plan to stop on the way up to see some plants.  St. Marks National 

Wildlife Refuge and Tate’s Hell are in the area.  The wonderful roadside flowers between Hosford and Sumatra are 

beckoning me for a return visit.  Hope to see you there.                           ~  Janet Bowers 
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 Local Burning Promises Great Flowers to Come   ~Janet Bowers 
 

  If you have been on a hike with me, you already know that I am pretty obsessed with flowers.  I 

have been checking a few local spots to see what’s blooming on a regular basis and 2 of them got 

some good burning this year.   

 

  I have to admit that when I went to Blackwater Creek Preserve (off 39, north of Plant City) in 

early July, I was very sad to see it black and crispy because my anticipated flower pictures did 

not happen that day.  (I actually went twice and the first time, the front part was burnt and the 

second time a couple weeks later, the second part was burnt.)  

 

  However, burning is an investment in the future and an im-

portant land management tool so I was hopeful that the next 

trip I made would be better.  Third time was the charm and 

in late July it was definitely more colorful and the land is full 

of fall promise.   

 

  Already blooming and with some pollinator action is Caro-

lina redroot (Lachnanthes caroliana)  and False sunflower 

(Phoebanthus grandifloras).  We also saw Florida scrub 

roseling  (Callisia ornata) and a lot of whitetop aster 

(Sericocarpus tortifolius) mixed in with fleabane. 

 

  There were some lovely American bluehearts (Buchnera 

Americana) and several coastalplain milkworts (Polygala setacea). 

 

 

   The second place that I go back to pretty often is Hills-

borough River State Park and it also had a large area burned 

earlier this year.  With all the underbrush gone, it was easier to 

see splashes of color in the distance.  

 

       A lot of twin flower popped up along the road and pigeon 

wings were also common and easily seen. 

 

 

  Liatris and goldenrod is popping up in both parks and should be beautiful in the fall.  We 

also saw carphephorus, another lovely purple fall bloomer.  Look for liatris along the park 

entrance road at Hillsborough River State Park, there are clumps of it coming up now.  

 

 

  I also saw a couple pine lilies at HRSP last year and will be looking 

for them again in late September.  Mark your calendar to visit one or 

both parks in late September through October to enjoy the fall flowers. 

 

      We do have seasons and Fall is one of our most colorful ones! 

Large clump of young Liatris 

Twinflower 

Bluehearts 

Redroot 

Zebra swallowtail  
on phoebanthus 

     Milkweed 

Last year’s Carphephorus at 
Blackwater Creek 
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Membership in the Florida Native Plant Society enables you to receive their 

wonderful quarterly magazine The Palmetto. Joining the SNPS also entitles 

you to membership privileges in the Suncoast Native Plant Society and a 

subscription to their monthly newsletter The Suncoast Grapevine.  Contact 

the SNPS membership chair, Devon Higginbotham, at 478-1183. 

 Check pertinent category: 
 

 Individual  $35         Business or non-       

 Full time student  $15                    profit  $150 

 Family or household  $50     Supporting $100 

 Patron  $250                          Gold  $500 

 Sustaining - $10 a month w/credit card 

         Visa    MC       Expiration __________ 

   Card # ________________________  Code ____ 

Make check payable to FNPS. 
Detach and mail to: 

FNPS 

P.O. Box 278 

Melbourne, FL  32902-0278  

   Join or Renew FNPS on-line - http://www.fnps.org/participate/membershipinfo 

Coming up in the next 2 months - 
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Suncoast Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.            
P.O. Box 1158 
Seffner, FL  33583-1158  

    
 

 

Please deliver to: 
 

Newsletter Submissions 
Deadline for the next issue: 

Sept 1, 2016 

Please send articles and original 
artwork for The Suncoast Grapevine 
to Janet Bowers, by the deadline 
above-  jbowers27@yahoo.com 
 

SNPS Web Address 
http://www.SuncoastNPS.org 

 

We’re on Meet Up & Facebook 

 Activities & Committee Chairs 
 

Field Trips           (813) 
    Shirley Denton       625-5031  
    Stephen Dickman       597-5888 
Librarian 
    Vikki Sinclair                     989-2896 
Membership 
     Devon Higginbotham       478-1183   
Newsletter Editor 
     Janet Bowers                    759-2822 
     Mike Fite, Assistant          977-0892 
Programs  
     Janet Bowers         759-2822 
Publicity/Social media 
      Donna Bollenbach        679-5597      
Outreach 
      Open  
USF Plant Sales  

Gar Reed         323-0927  
USF Botanical Garden Liaison  
      Kim Hutton                     974-2329 
Chapter Representative 
      Donna Bollenbach        679-5597 
Webmaster 
      Donna Bollenbach        679-5597 

 2016 Board of Directors 
 

President 
  Donna Bollenbach 
            donna.bollenbach@gmail.com  

  

Co Vice-president 
 Stephen Dickman 
 palmettobug13@yahoo.com 
 

Secretary & Co Vice-president 
 Janet Bowers 

 jbowers27@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer 
 Gar Reed 
 gar0426@yahoo.com 

 

Board Members at Large 
Shirley Denton 

 ecotypes@verizon.net  

Meetings are normally the 
third Wednesday of the month  

at 7 PM .  (no December meeting) 
 

DIRECTIONS TO:  
Hillsborough County  

Extension  
5339 County Road 579  

Seffner 
 

Take I-4 to Exit 10 (just east of I-
75). Go south on 579 for two 

blocks.  Turn left on Old 
Hillsborough Ave and park on the 

North side of the office. Regular meetings are in Seffner 

http://www.SuncoastNPS.org

