
The Suncoast Grapevine -  February 2015   Page 1 

 

 

Volume 32 Number 2                    February 2015 

 

The

Suncoast
Grapevine
Newsletter of the Suncoast Native Plant Society, Inc.

www.ficus.usf.edu/orgs/suncoast

 

www.suncoastnps.org  

The Florida Native Plant Society was organized in 1980 to promote the preservation, conserva-
tion, and restoration of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida. For more 
information about the Florida Native Plant Society, please visit our web site: www.fnps.org 

 

 

 Florida’s Forest Bats 
Presented by Shari Blisset-Clark 

Wednesday, February 18 2015,  7 PM 

   

 

      

Shari Blisset-Clark from Bat Belfrys Inc. and a longtime member of the Florida Bat 

Conservancy (www.floridabats.org) will present a fascinating program on Florida’s 

Forest Bats.  

  

  Not long ago Florida was adorned with old growth forests, clean waterways, and 

wide expanses of connected scrublands. These habitats supported the most diverse plant and animal communities in 

North America, each one closely dependent on the health of the other. One of the most significant players in habitat 

health, bats darkened the sky with their nightly emergence to hunt insects; no habitat was left untouched by these fast-

flying mammals who consume their own weight in bugs each night. These masters of the night sky kept insect popula-

tions in balance and contributed to the overall health of Florida’s landscapes. 

 

  Florida’s bats are fighting to survive but they are unjustly persecuted because of myth and misconception, poisoned by 

insecticides and pollutants, and left homeless by careless human disturbance to roosts. This program seeks to dispel the 

myths and share the fascinating facts about bats, their irreplaceable contribution to Florida’s habitats and their partner-

ship with native flora and fauna. 

 

Attendees will have the opportunity to meet live Florida bats and buy bat houses after the program. 

 

        Our meetings include light refreshments and a native plant auction after the speaker.  Please come and join us. 
 

                               
      -  submitted by Donna Bollenbach  
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          Thanks for helping with the January meeting  - 
 

         Fred Mulholland & Cliff Brown   
                                           for providing plants for the auction 
                                Kim Cox for bringing the refreshments! 

 

UPCOMING SPEAKERS-  
   
     March 18 -  Dr. Reed Noss - Provost’s Distinguished Research Professor at the University of  

Central Florida and President of the Florida Institute for Conservation Science. He will talk about  

Forgotten Grasslands of the South: Ecological History and Future. He is currently writing a book on 

the fire ecology of Florida and surroundings and a more general book on disturbance ecology.  

 

     April 15 -   Corey Walk -  Forester with Florida Forest Service, talking on Florida Champion Trees  

  freshfromflorida.com/Divisions-Offices/Florida-Forest-Service/Our-Forests/Florida-Champion-Trees 

 

     May  20 -   Open Mic - Members share information about their yard, favorite plants, questions.  Each  

   person will have 5-10 min to present their pictures or questions to the group. Always interesting and fun! 

  

     June 17 -   Tom Palmer - Lakeland Ledger columnist, Ridge Ranger, topic TBD 

 

     July  -   Joint meeting with Sierra and Audubon - more details to come  

SNPS Welcome New Members  (Sept - Jan) 
 
 
     Deanna Baily       Brittany Banko 
 Sharon Burnetti & John Palmer     Kimberly Cox 
 Sue Dangelmaier     Ann DeBaldo 
 Sharon DeBose     Julie Emerson 
 Jamie Frederick     Danielle Grenier 
 Candyce Halferty     Andrew Mahon 
 Angela Ann Marie-Furney     Benjamin Powell 
 Kai Rains     Catherine Regalla 
 Kristyn  Rodzinyak     Mark Rowell  
 Paul Ruben     Karen Stopford 
 Wes Tarr     Barbara Uzenoff 

Agustina Wright        

 
 Thanks for joining us, we’re looking forward to seeing you at meetings & fieldtrips! 
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           Letter from the President        

     

Almost Spring?   
 

 We had a record breaking crowd for Peggy Lantz’s 

Edibles talk to start off 2015 with a bang!  She was entertaining 

and educational.  There were some samples that were passed 

around and stories to hear.   We look forward to many more 

great speakers thanks to Donna Bollenbach’s hard work as 

VP.  

A cool, rainy and blustery morning greeted us on the Janu-

ary fieldtrip and 8 troopers still showed up for the hike.  Steve 

led us off trail over some rough ground to the deeply incised river.  We saw a lot of ferns, mosses and liver-

worts.  He pointed out a Japanese invader that looked similar to native ferns.  On the way back through a 

blackberry patch, we saw dried, lovely Andropogons, some leftover, browned orchid blooms and a crazy 

patch of narrow leaf sunflower that had a bud on it.  No matter what the conditions, if you take time to look 

around, there is always something to be seen and enjoyed.  As usual, we had a great group of people who got 

up early in the rain and had faith that the day would turn out well - we were rewarded with sun by the time we 

returned to the cars, tired and satisfied.   

  Many thanks to Steve and Shirley for their excellent efforts in lead-

ing our fieldtrips, we are so lucky to have them return for another 

year.  Their expertise makes it possible to see new plants and know 

what they are, I enjoy it much more I have a name to go with the pic-

tures.  We have some different places to visit this year including a 

garden in Largo, some great places recommended by Donna and 

then a return to Kissimmee Prairie to see it in its glory in the fall on a 

camping trip.   And yes, it seems like spring to me, leaves and flowers 

are popping out already! 
 

 

Respectfully,  

Janet Bowers 

     

Need a Speaker for your group or class? 
 

  Need a speaker for your civic group, gardening club or homeowner's association?   

The Suncoast Native Plant Society has speakers with a wide range of knowledge, eager 

to speak about the virtues of native plants.   

 

  Contact Devon Higginbotham (archiveproperties@gmail.com). 

Comparing the native fern with Japanese false spleenwort 

Photo from Joel Jackson 

Photo by Joel Jackson 

Photo by Joel Jackson 
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            Key Dates to Remember  
 

      February  Florida Hikes Month - get out and visit a State Park!       

       March 26-29  Camping at Suwannee River State Park 

        April 11-12    USF Spring Plant Sale 

        May 28-31     FNPS Conference in Tallahassee - ‘Born to Burn’     

     2015 FNPS Conference 

 
  The first conference I attended was in 2011 in Orlando.  I didn’t know anyone so I just drove over 

for the programs on Friday and Saturday and drove back home in the evenings.  Little did I know 

that I was missing some of the best parts…… 

 

  In 2012, Suncoast accepted the suggestion to host the conference along with the Hernando chapter and I accepted 

the invite to be in charge of vendors.  I had no idea what I was doing or getting myself into.  We struggled for 

months putting together the programs, speakers, fieldtrips, socials, vendors and caterers but when the date finally 

arrived it all fell together like magic. 

 

  We had so much fun at that conference that I’m hooked for life.  In 2013 we traveled to Jacksonville and in 2014 

we headed south to Ft Myers where we had 11 members from our chapter.  Every conference is a new experience 

and an opportunity to explore a new part of our wonderful state!   

 

  This May, we all have the opportunity to meet in Tallahassee for the 2015 conference and you can be certain the 

Suncoast chapter will make their presence known. We will be staying at The Aloft Hotel in the heart of downtown 

Tallahassee, a lovely contemporary hotel.  I challenge anyone to a game of billiards on the table in the lobby. 

The Friday social is on the 22nd floor of the state Capitol with 360 degree views of north Florida and all the way to 

Georgia.  Friday evening we travel to Wakulla Springs for our dinner and on Saturday it’s off to Tall Timbers. 

 

   Join us as we gather to plot a course for the next year and expand the focus of interest in Florida’s native plants.  

But don’t miss the fieldtrips and socials.   

 - submitted by Devon Higginbotham 

   
 

The Suncoast Chapter at the 2014 Conference in Ft Myers 



The Suncoast Grapevine -  February 2015   Page 5 

 

 

 

SUNDAY - February 22 -   Field trip to  Wolf Branch Preserve 
 

     Where:   Publix Super Market parking lot in Apollo Beach (6434 N. US Hwy 41) 

     When :   8:30 AM            
 

     At 8:45 we'll caravan south on Hwy 41 to Villemaire Rd. and turn right. Parking near the gate to the preserve in 

about a mile's drive, on the right/north side of the road. Parking area will be on the right near the gate. 
 

  At just over 1,100 acres, habitats of Wolf Branch Preserve includes mangrove swamp, salt barrens, freshwater and 

saltwater marsh lands, coastal hammock and the site name sake, Wolf Branch Creek. Most of the coastal uplands were 

cleared a long time ago and used for agriculture, pasture and shell mining. About 15 years ago, SWFWMD funded 

coastal and upland restoration projects. Much of the site is wetlands so be prepared for wet conditions!  Expect to spend 

about 3 to 4 hours. 
 

  As usual we recommend - a wide brim hat, sun-screen, sunglasses, close-toed shoes, snack and especially water! 
 

Contact person:  Stephen Dickman 813 326 0221 

2015 Field Trip schedule  
 

 

  March 26- 29 Suwannee River State Park  - Cabin and tent camping. We should see lots of plants that aren’t found 

in our area.  In addition to the Suwanee River SP, we expect to explore the nearby Peacock Spring State 

Park .  On the way home, we may stop at the Devil’s Millhopper to see the unique geological feature and ar-

ray of plants that grow there.  Our camping trips are a lot of fun, come join us. (FNPS Members only please.) 

 

  April  18 - Duette Preserve - tentative, arrangements are being made 

 

   May  24 (Sunday) -  Florida Botanical Garden in Largo - http://www.flbg.org/  More than 30 acres of cultivated 

gardens and 90 acres of natural areas.  Free admission, we will likely meet for carpooling. 

 

   June  20 - Possibly Peace River, more info to come 

 

   July 18 - Buying trip to a native plant nursery 

 

   August 22 - canoe trip from J.B. Sargeant 

 

   Sept  19 - Possibly pine lilies, more info to come 

 

   Oct 23-25 - Kissimmee Prairie campout (no cabins at this park) breathtaking at this time of the year. 

 

   Nov 15 - Rhodine Scrub Preserve - this was replaced by a camping trip last year, well worth a visit at this time of 

year.  The Nature Preserve was purchased to protect one of the largest populations of the Florida golden aster 

(Chrysopsis floridana). 

        Looking for Local Organic Produce? 

 
  Plant City has a weekly Farm Fresh Market in downtown McCall park from 4-8 PM on Wednesdays.  Our 

long time SNPS member, Debbie Butts is there with her delicious produce from Ecofarm.  Stop by and get 

some great spinach and lettuce this time of the year.  She is also at the Lakeland Saturday Market. 
 

  Another organic source of veggies on the other side of the county is Sweetwater Farm.  The SNPS board is research-

ing how we can build a partnership there.  They host many school fieldtrips and native plants would fit in nicely with 

their message. We will be visiting for a tour in February, look for more news on this in the coming months. 
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  Flowers are the reproductive 

structures of angiosperms, plants 

that bear seeds within an ovary.   

 
Flowers are complete when they include 

sepals, petals, stamens and pistils.  When 

they lack one or more of these four basic 

parts they are incomplete.  For example, 

Clematis baldwinii, pine hyacinth of the 

family Ranunculaceae, lacks petals.  What 

looks like petals are really petaloid or petal-

like sepals.    Also grasses, being wind-

pollinated, have no need of petals to attract 

insects.   It protects its ovary and develop-

ing grain by covering each of its florets 

with a series of bracts called lemma and 

palea. 

 
  Complete or not, if a flower is bisexual, having both the male stamens and female pistil, it is a perfect flower.  If 

a flower lacks stamens it is pistillate, imperfect and incomplete.  If it lacks pistils it is staminate, imperfect and 

incomplete.  If both female and male flowers are found together on the same plants, the adjective monoecious is 

used, a Greek word meaning “in one house”.  Several of our trees are monoecious, such as oaks and walnuts.  

When male and female flowers are on different plants the adjective dioecious is used to mean “in two houses”.  

And because there are always exceptions, Nature sometimes throws in a few perfect flowers into the mix.  Hollies 

and water locusts will often have this happen.   

 

  There are several ways that plants can reproduce.  They can clone themselves vegetatively.  Think of areas shad-

ed by a dozen or more live oak trees, all twins so to speak, from root suckering.  Some perfect flowers are able to 

self-pollinate and never open their flowers until ready to release seeds.  These flowers are called cleistogamous 

and you can find them on violets and toadflax.  But perhaps the best reproductive method is cross-pollination, 

deposition of pollen from the anther of  one flower to the stigma of another.  The joining of two different sets of  

chromosomes in the developing seed allows for variability in the resulting germinating plants.  

 

  So what can pollinate plants?  They could be pollinated by wind, water, insects of many kinds, snails and slugs, 

bats, birds and man.  Assuming that plants have evolved together with what pollinates them it is no wonder the 

number of flower forms.  To simplify they fall into two basic categories of regular and irregular.  All parts of a 

regular flower are similar in size and arranged in a series of circles from sepals to pistils like a wheel radially sym-

metrical, and are said to be actinomorphic.  Some examples are yellow stargrass, morning glories, and swamp ros-

es.  Irregular flowers are dissimilar in size or placement of their parts; if sliced vertically down the middle one side 

would be the mirror image of the other (bilaterally symmetrical) and the flower is said to be zygomorphic.  Exam-

ples are violets, cardinal flower, orchids and lupines.  

Drawing is from the book "The Budding Botanist"   
© AIMS Education Foundation 2009, used with permission.  www.aimsedu.org 

http://www.aimsedu.org/
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  To the right are drawings of familiar 

flower (Corolla) shapes. 

“Bilabiate” is more commonly re-

ferred to as 2-lipped.  Papilionaceous 

is one of 3 possible shapes of flowers 

of the pea family, Fabaceae.  Ligulate 

or ray flowers are found in composites 

or aster family flowers.  The genus 

Pinguicula, the butterworts, has flow-

ers with spurs. 

 
-Submitted by Carmel vanHoek   

 

 

 

 

Heartland Chapter Feb 17 Meeting - Nancy Bissett - Wildflowers 

 
 We hope you can join us at 6:30 on February 17th at the Circle B Bar Reserve for an 

evening of Wildflowers.  Nancy will be talking to us about some very easy Florida native 

wildflowers that we can grow and maintain in our home landscape.   
 

          Here is a brief bio for Nancy: 
 

 Nancy J. Bissett is a horticulturist, restoration ecologist, and botanist with The Natives, Inc., a 

firm offering services in consulting, ecological restoration, landscape architecture, and a native 

nursery.  Nancy has developed techniques for restoring many upland communities including scrub, sandhill, and flat-

woods that include site preparation, planting, direct-seeding native groundcovers, and weed control.  She has devel-

oped and enacted direct seeding projects for state agencies, water management districts, mitigation banks, mined 

lands, developers, and corporations.   As a botanist she has assisted with monitoring research projects for The Nature 

Conservancy, Florida Fish and Wildlife and others.  She has performed various rare plant and vegetation surveys, and 

also helped federal, state, and local authorities find and evaluate rare plant communities. As the developer of The Na-

tives nursery, Nancy has experimented with the propagation and growth of many natives plants, including grasses, 

wildflowers, and rare species. 

 

 The Circle B Bar is located at: 

  Circle B Bar Reserve 

  4399 Winter Lake Road 

  Lakeland, FL 33803 

 

If you have any questions, please contact our Secretary Ed Murawski at 863-393-4647. 

Funnelform 

Rotate 

Salverform Campanulate 

     (bell) 

Tubular 

Pedicel 

Bilabiate 
Papilionaceous 

(butterfly) 

Ligulate 

(ray) 

  

Spurred 
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Membership in the Florida Native Plant Society enables you to receive their 

wonderful quarterly magazine The Palmetto. Joining the SNPS also entitles 

you to membership privileges in the Suncoast Native Plant Society and a 

subscription to their monthly newsletter The Suncoast Grapevine.  Contact 

the SNPS membership chair, Devon Higginbotham, at 478-1183. 

 Check pertinent category: 

 

 Individual/Renewal  $35          Not-for-profit 

 Full time student  $15                   organization $50 

 Library subscription  $15        Business or 

 Family or household  $50            corporate  $125 

 Contributing  $75      Supporting $100 

 Life $1,000    Donor  $250 

Make check payable to FNPS. 
Detach and mail to: 

FNPS 

P.O. Box 278 

Melbourne, FL  32902-0278  

       Join or Renew FNPS on-line - http://www.fnps.org/participate/membershipinfo 

      

   Some West Central Florida Native Plant Nurseries  

 

For more retail plant information  - www.PlantRealFlorida.org 

Florida Association of Native Nurseries 

Green Isle Gardens Native Plant Nursery     Sweet Bay Nursery 

www.greenislegardens.com       www.sweetbaynursery.com 

321-436-4932         941-776-0501 
See website for retail hours        See website for retail hours 
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Suncoast Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.            
P.O. Box 1158 
Seffner, FL  33583-1158  

    
 

 

Please deliver to: 
 

Newsletter Submissions 
Deadline for the next issue: 

March 2, 2015 

Please send articles and original 
artwork for The Suncoast Grapevine 
to Janet Bowers, by the deadline 
above-  jbowers27@yahoo.com 
 

SNPS Web Address 
http://www.SuncoastNPS.org 

 
We’re on Meet Up & Facebook 

 Activities & Committee Chairs 
 

Field Trips          
    Shirley Denton       986-6485 
    Steve Dickman       326-0221 
Publications 
    Dick Wunderlin                 977-6484   
    George Kish                      920-0853 
Librarian 
    Vikki Sinclair                     989-2896 
Membership 
     Devon Higginbotham        478-1183   
Newsletter Editor 
     Janet Bowers                    759-2822 
     Mike Fite, Assistant          977-0892 
Programs  
     Donna Bollenbach        679-5597 
Publicity/Social media 
      Donna Bollenbach        679-5597      
Outreach 
      Open  
USF Plant Sales - need volunteer 

Troy Springer        967-4538 
USF Botanical Garden Liaison  
      Kim Hutton                     974-2329 
Chapter Representative 
      Janet Bowers        759-2822   
Webmasters 
      Ron Huston          951-0946 
      Donna Bollenbach         679-5597 

 2015 Board of Directors 
President 
 Janet Bowers 
 jbowers27@yahoo.com 
  
Vice-president 
 Donna Bollenbach 
            donna.bollenbach@gmail.com  

  
Secretary 
 Bunny Worth 

         msworth@tampabay.rr.com 
 
Treasurer 
 Gar Reed 
 gar0426@yahoo.com 

 
Board Members at Large 
 Devon Higginbotham 
 archiveproperties@gmail.com 

 Troy Springer 
        troy@springerenvironmental.com 

Meetings are normally the 
third Wednesday of the month  

at 7 PM .  (no December meeting) 
 

DIRECTIONS TO:  
Hillsborough County  

Extension  
5339 County Road 579  

Seffner 
 

Take I-4 to Exit 10 (just east of I-
75). Go south on 579 for two 

blocks.  Turn left on Old 
Hillsborough Ave and park on the 

North side of the office. 

http://www.SuncoastNPS.org
mailto:archiveproperties@gmail.com

