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                        Florida’s Champion Trees 
                        Presented by  Corey Walker 
                      Wednesday, September 16 2015,  7 PM   

    

      
  Corey Walker, the Cooperative Forestry Assistant for Hillsborough County, will 

talk about the Champion Tree Program created by the American Forests organiza-

tion in 1940 to recognize the largest known tree of each species in the United 

States. Florida now has the most national champions of any state.  

 

  On the left: This champion South Florida slash Pine of Florida made its debut on 

the list of American Forests Champion Trees in 2009, as it is the largest known 

tree of its species in the country. By recognizing these champions, we recognize 

the beauty and critical ecosystem services provided by our biggest and oldest trees.   
 

   American Forests publishes their National Register of Big Trees every two years. The 2012 edition of the Register 

includes 111 Florida species, many of which are only found in the tropical region of the state. The largest National 

Champion tree in Florida is a native Bald Cypress located in Hamilton County. This tree measures 557 inches in cir-

cumference, stands 84 feet tall, and carries a crown spread of 49 feet.  
 

   Corey Walker has a Bachelor of Science Degree in Forest Resources Management and Conservation from the Uni-

versity of Florida.  Previously, he was the state lands forester at the Lake Wales Ridge State Forest (LWRSF) for sev-

en years.  
 

      Our meetings include light refreshments and a native plant auction after the speaker.  Please come and join us. 
 

                               

      -  submitted by Donna Bollenbach  
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Fall USF Plant Sale - Looking for a Few Good Volunteers 
 

  As announced at our August meeting, Gar Reed has agreed to take over the USF plant sale coordinator 

position.  We got started on a sign up sheet but have plenty of openings still to fill.  Please come and help 

us at our major fund raising effort.  The plant sale can be a good time to meet new people and have fun. 

 

 Setup starts on Friday, October 9.   

 

 The Saturday shifts normally start at 7 for setup and 9 to provide 

support at our busiest time of the weekend.  We need cashiers, out-

reach and plant helpers for this peak time.   

 

 Sunday is a slower day, we need people for the morning, afternoon 

and breakdown at 3 PM. 

 

Please contact Gar Reed at  gar0426@yahoo.com or sign up at our September meeting. 

 

 

 

     Thanks for helping with the August meeting  - 
  

   Fred Mullholland, JoAnn Hoffman, Janet Bowers 
                       for providing plants for the silent auction 

 

                       Susan Watson for bringing snacks  

UPCOMING SPEAKERS-  
   
      Oct 21 -       Bobby Hattaway - Plant ID  - How to figure out what a plant is when the experts aren’t 

around. Robert Hattaway,  Ph. D. Botany, will give you basic tips to identifying plants in the wild. He will de-

scribe basic plant ID using the HIDAD method: Habitat, Illustration, Distribution, Abundance and Description. 

Dr Hattaway earned his doctorate in botany from Pennsylvania State University. He taught college level bota-

ny, microbiology and related subjects for over 30 years before retiring in 2013. He is currently living in Geor-

gia and very active in the Georgia Native Plant Society. He has also spoken at several Florida Native Plant Soci-

ety conferences and has won awards in plant identification contests in Georgia and Florida.  
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       Letter from the President             

Bugs! 
 

    When I was in school, maybe about 8th grade, we had to make an insect collection.  I 

think I used nail polish remover fumes to kill them and then I stuck them on a pin.  It is 

so much more entertaining to take macro digital pictures of them.  They get to live and I 

can see every feather like structure even on the small skippers.  I 

can watch their proboscis unroll into the flower center and then 

see it curled up.  I can see their eyes and antenna, it is thoroughly 

fascinating to me.  I think I need to get a bug book, my pollinator 

watching has given me a taste of the myriad possibilities existing 

right in my backyard.  There isn't just ‘a’ wasp, ‘a’ 

bee or ‘a’ beetle, there are hundreds of them -  some shiny, some 

striped, some noisy, some dull colored and others so beautiful you can't 

help but admire them.  
 

  One day I watched a wasp looking  

bug wrestle a huge cicada to submission and drag it over an aloe plant and up 

a tree (pic on left).  It was amazing. 

 

   The 3 weeks of rain made their activity much easier to monitor.  As soon as 

the rain let up, they all came out and buzzed around.  They were less wary 

than usual and I was able to get closer and ob-

serve more.  I look for patches of color now 

when I want to see pollinators and have plans to 

expand my 'one of each plant' landscaping approach to more of a ‘mass of color’ 

that will attract them even better.  

 

In parting, I hope to see everyone celebrating Florida Native Plant Month in 

October.  Please see Page 4 for some options.  What a great time of year to get 

outside, help with our plant sale and visit a local park to see native plants!  

   
 

    Respectfully,  Janet Bowers 

Bagworm moth hut 

Hovering bug 

Crab spider on  

   Dalea carnea 

See page 4 for some October events 
 

  GO TO:    suncoastnps.org/index.php?id=florida-native-plant-month   
                      www.fnps.org/news/plantmonth 
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  Mark Your Calendar  
 

   Sept 12 & Oct 10  Sweetwater Farm workdays - Caroline Garber -  813-887-4066  or 

                       education@sweetwater-organic.org . Please email her to RSVP.   

        Sept 26      Plant City garden fest - contact Donna Bollenbach to help  

        Sept 25-26 Florida Wildflower Foundation Symposium at Leu Gardens 

           Sept 29       Public Lands Day 

           ~~~~  OCTOBER -    Florida Native Plant Month  ~~~~ 

        October 13, 1:30 Hillsborough Co. proclamation 

        Oct 3         2nd Annual Fall Plant Walk with Roger Hammer & Craig Huegel at KPP 
        Oct 7 & 14 Conservation Landscaping Workshop, 7-9 PM at Extension office,    

            Oct 10-11   USF Fall Plant Sale 

        Oct 17        Heartland Chapter fieldtrip to the Green Swamp,  8 a.m. at the Polk City Rails to  

     Trails Trailhead, more info on their FB page. 

        Oct 23-25   Kissimmee Prairie Camping - Devon has some sites reserved! 

        Dec 2          Pinellas chapter - Brooker Creek Preserve - Holiday Conservation Celebration 

     Hike, silent auction, and Craig Huegel is speaking    

 

CONSERVATION LANDSCAPING WORKSHOP 

 
Planning and Management of Urban and Suburban Gardens 

For the Conservation of Native Plants and Wildlife 
 

October 7th and 14th, 7 -- 9 p.m. 
 

No Cost Registration: http://uflbackyardhabitat.eventbrite.com 
The complete workshop takes place over two evenings, Oct 7th and 14th. 

 

Workshop Description 
In many areas of our region there is little to no place left for native plants and wildlife except in our gardens, back-

yards and open space. Garden and backyard habitat restoration projects are now vital to the conservation of the diver-

sity of the Tampa Bay region’s plants and animals. This workshop will provide information and techniques for sustain-

ing native plant and wildlife habitat in our backyards, gardens and open spaces.  Specific examples will be  used to 

illustrate how to  organize and implement native habitat restoration and conservation within the region’s urban/

suburban yards and open spaces. 

 
 

Location: Hillsborough County Extension Service Conference Center 

5339 County Road 579 

Seffner,  FL 33578 

(813) 744--5519 x 54106 

 

Instructor 

 Robert Northrop (BS--Forestry/Wildlife and MS--Wildlife Ecology) is the extension forester for the University of  

Florida IFAS Extension in Hillsborough County.  Rob previously taught wildlife management at the University of 

Delaware for 14 years. 
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 Field Trip schedule  

     

    Oct 23-25 - Kissimmee Prairie campout (FNPS members only) - see Devon for camp sites 
 

    Nov 15 - Rhodine Scrub Preserve 

 

 Jan 20 - Lettuce Lake Park with Joel Jackson 

 

 April 1-3 - 2 nights of camping at Cayo Costa State Park - FNPS members only 

                 

         September 19 -     

                     Blackwater Creek Nature Preserve 
 

 Where:      2469 Patrinostro Rd, Plant City, FL 33565  
                          

   When :       8:15 AM       
      

   

 The Blackwater Creek Nature Preserve in Plant City promises to have a great display 

of fall wildflowers. Two SNPS members visited the preserve in July and the goldenrod, narrow-leaf sunflowers and 

paintbrush were already starting to bloom. The pristine habitats include pine flatwoods, palmetto prairie and riverine 

swamp, interspersed with oak hammock, cypress swamp, freshwater marsh and wet prairie. In addition to its diverse 

plant life, deer, wild turkey, Sherman's fox squirrel, and a variety of birds may be seen. 

  The loop is 4 miles, but there are cross trails to return sooner for those who prefer a shorter hike. For those who do the 

entire hike, expect to be in the preserve for at least 4 hours. But, you don't have to walk far to appreciate the beauty of 

this preserve. From the parking lot, the trail traverses a couple miles of pine flatwoods  filled with sweeping grasses and 

colorful wildflowers. Plants in the pine flatwoods include a dense understory of saw palmetto, gallberry, wax myrtle, 

wiregrass, and broomsedge. Drier areas contain sand live oak, paw paw, shiny blueberry, while wet areas are dotted 

with hat pins, gallberry, and St. John's wort. 

  Our halfway stop will be Blackwater Creek,  where we will stop for lunch while enjoying beautiful views of the water. 

This area of the preserve is also known for its diverse plant life. Canopy species include bald cypress, cabbage palm, 

American elm, pop ash, black gum, water oak, laurel oak, water hickory, red maple, and hackberry. Shrubs under the 

tree canopy include buttonbush, bumelia, swamp dogwood, shiny lyonia, wax myrtle, and wild coffee. 

wild petunia, and water grass may also be seen. 

  As usual, bring plenty of water, insect repellant and sunscreen. Also, if you plan to hike to the river, bring a lunch or 

snacks.      

Contact :   Donna Bollenbach         813-679-5597  

Ginny Stibolt’s New Book                   
 

  I recently read Ginny Stibolt's new book and enjoyed her perspective on creating and maintaining a 

native yard. I had a laugh out loud moment when I read 'your yard is not an arboretum' - don't plant 

single trees at random places in the middle of your yard.  I plead guilty to this crime.  I am also very 

guilty of  'planting 1 of everything' and started out with single trees at awkward mowing places in my 

yard.  One of my best lightbulb moments was when I finally saw how to group my tiny beds into one 

jumbo bed.  Then I started building 'trails’ behind them and it was like an adventure to come around the 

bend and see what was there.  (I recently sent ‘My garden’ info into the Tampa Tribune for their Sun-

day gardening spot, I was excited to see it in the paper on 9/6.) 
 

  Ginny shares tips on how to build on an existing single tree design, how to create a meadow and how to create a rain 

garden. She has a chapter on propagation and a lot of information on trees that was new to me.  She is currently travel-

ling around the state sharing her tips. 
 

  She will be speaking at the Hernando Chapter on October 5 and at the Tarflower Chapter on November 3.   
 

-submitted by Janet Bowers 
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USF Herbarium: Museum, Library and Center for Plant Research   
   
Submitted by Donna Bollenbach, images by Joel Jackson 

 

On August 22nd, Alan Franck, curator for the USF Herbarium, 
treated at least fifteen SNPS members to an up-close and per-
sonal look at the plant collections housed there.   
 
The USF Herbarium is the second largest collection in Flori-
da and the seventh largest in the Southeastern United states. 
It was established as a research and teaching collection in 
1958, two years after the founding of the University of South 
Florida. Originally the herbarium was housed in the original 
life sciences building on campus, but when that building was 
demolished, it was moved to the bottom floor of Multidisci-
plinary Complex on the Tampa USF campus. Today, over 
280,000 plant specimens are housed in the herbarium in 
tightly packed filing cabinets that reach from ceiling to floor.  

 
In sharing the history of the USF Herbarium, Alan pointed out that it may never have existed if not for an 
investment Banker named George Cooley; a self taught botanist saw this as a chance to develop a herbari-
um and an opportunity to help a new university. 
 
 Ceremoniously, a Calydorea carelestina, collected by John S. Allen, the first president of USF and friend 
of George Cooley, was the first plant specimen in the herbari-
um. Many provided invaluable service and contributions to 
the herbarium, including K. Burt-Utley, Edwin L. Bridges, B. 
F. Hansen, R.K. Godfrey, R. Kral, J. M. Kunzer, O. Lakela, R. 
W. Long, Steve L. Orzell, J. D. Ray, Jr., J. Utley and R. P. 
Wunderlin and other prolific and generous collectors.  
 
One question SNPS members asked of Alan was “What is the 
purpose of a herbarium?” After all, it is just a collection of 
dried-up plants. Not so, Alan would tell you that “The funda-
mental purpose of a herbarium is to understand plant diversi-
ty.”  The original word for herbarium referred to a room 
where herbs were dried for use as medicine or food. The me-
dicinal, religious and magical use of plants no doubt influ-
enced the first people to collect, dry and preserve plants specimens. But today a herbarium is so much 
more.  
 
A herbarium is like a museum and a library rolled in one. It houses real plants that can be looked at, ad-

mired and studied.  Each plant specimen is real proof of its existence and holds raw data of its identity as a 

unique species. The herbarium also houses a large collection of botanical books and papers.  

 

 

A few resource books 

    Photo- J Bowers 



The Suncoast Grapevine -  September 2015   Page 7 

 

 

A herbarium is the center of botanical information, research and studies, and like any library, the herbarium 
must be well organized. At the USF Herbarium, plants are organized in collections, then by family, genus and 
geography.   
 
Collections include over 255,000 vascular plants, 14,000 algae, 2,500 bryophytes 1000 lichens and 300 non-

lichenized fungi. Like a library, the Herbarium holdings may also be loaned out to other botanical institutions. 

Plants in the USF Herbarium, both native and non-native, are collected from the wild. Forty percent of its 

holdings are from Florida, 35% from North America, 15% from Latin America and the Caribbean, and 10% 

from the Eastern Hemisphere.  

A plant specimen is only as useful as the information provided, so each specimen must be meticulously collect-
ed, dried, mounted and labeled to be of most value. In addition to its taxonomical information, the specimens 
are labeled with the precise location where it was found (today GPS coordinates are common), the habitat or 
plant community, its frequency (population size), a description, name of collector and of course a collection 
number.  
 
The Herbarium is also responsible for the on-line “Atlas of Florida Vascular Plants” that is used by profession-

als and amateur botanists alike. The site is a joint effort by the Institute for Systematic Botany, the University 

of South Florida and the USF Water Institute to provide users with a comprehensive searchable database of 

vascular plants in the State of Florida. 

A recent acquisition from a Florida Southern College has left Alan with a backlog of plants to mount and cata-
log.  The Suncoast Chapter would like to help him with this important undertaking. We are looking for volun-
teers. While no experience is necessary, keep in mind the process is meticulous and repetitive.  
 

 

Below,  Alan shows us the backlog of specimens still to be mounted and describes the process for mounting specimens.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

 Overview of the Herbarium from 1971:  

http://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/documents/USF%20Herbarium%201971.pdf 

Overview from 2014: 

http://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/documents/USF%20Herbarium%202014.pdf 

 

http://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/Default.aspx
http://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/documents/USF%20Herbarium%201971.pdf
http://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/documents/USF%20Herbarium%202014.pdf
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SLEEPING AL FRESCO 
by Devon Higginbotham 

 

 

My parents never took us camping.  The closest I got as a child was when I joined the Girl Scouts, but we never went 

camping either.  About all we did was carve things out of a bar of soap and have meetings, but in Miami there weren’t a 

lot of places to really camp. 

 

The first time I camped was when I was 16 and my sister, a girlfriend and I went to the Great Smoky Mountains in in my 

sister’s yellow, stick-shift Mustang.   It was spring time and I remember the flush of new leaves were so translucent you 

could see the sunlight shine through them.  There was no spring flush in Miami and seeing it for the first time was a eu-

phoria moment. 

 

Since then I have never hesitate to pile my hiking boots, tent and sleeping bag in my car at a moment’s notice.  Is it the 

fresh air, challenge of the elements, something new to see or the smell of smoke and wet clothes?  Whatever it is, I love 

it! 

 

Two years ago, about 9 Suncoast chapter members took off for Kissimmee Prairie Preserve for a weekend of camping 

and hiking, with the goal of catching a glimpse of some incredible fall wildflowers, maybe the burrowing owls, the yip-

ping of Coyotes or even a star-lit night sky.  What we got was everything and more.  With hot showers, a buggy ride 

through the terrain, a personal park guide and super powered telescopes to view distant stars, there was no time for 

snoozing in the hammock.  

 

October 23rd and 24th (Friday and Saturday) we are venturing once again to Kissimmee Prairie Preserve to camp and hike 

amongst the spectacular wildflowers.   We plan an afternoon hike on Friday, another on Saturday and maybe one more 

Sunday morning before we all have to pack up and head back home.  Dinners consist of group pot lucks with everyone 

sharing.  Breakfast and lunch is whatever is in your cooler or backpack. 

 

If time doesn’t allow for an entire weekend, join us for a day hike on Saturday (no tent required).   

 

But if sleeping al fresco is your cup of tea, we’ve pre-reserved tent 

sites and one can be yours for a scant $35 for the weekend.    Email 

me at archiveproperties@gmail.com. 

 

But be a good scout and bring a bar of soap because there are none in 

the showers! 

 

 

 

 

Photo by Donna Bollenbach Photo by Janet Bowers 
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Membership in the Florida Native Plant Society enables you to receive their 

wonderful quarterly magazine The Palmetto. Joining the SNPS also entitles 

you to membership privileges in the Suncoast Native Plant Society and a 

subscription to their monthly newsletter The Suncoast Grapevine.  Contact 

the SNPS membership chair, Devon Higginbotham, at 478-1183. 

 Check pertinent category: 
 

 Individual/Renewal  $35      Business or non-       

 Full time student  $15                    profit  $150 

 Family or household  $50     Supporting $100 

 Patron  $250                          Gold  $500 

 Sustaining - $10 a month w/credit card 

         Visa    MC       Expiration __________ 

   Card # ________________________  Code ____ 

Make check payable to FNPS. 
Detach and mail to: 

FNPS 

P.O. Box 278 

Melbourne, FL  32902-0278  

   Join or Renew FNPS on-line - http://www.fnps.org/participate/membershipinfo 

Firebush 

 Hernando Chapter-  Fall Florida Native Plant Sale at Chinsegut Hill 

Sept 19, 2015    9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Chinsegut Hill Retreat, Brooksville 

Local native plant growers will offer a range of species for west central Florida landscapes. Fall is an excellent time to plant native 

perennials, shrubs, trees in our area. September's ample rainfall helps roots establish before we dry out for the winter, while cooler 

temperatures reduce stress on plants.  

Sale runs from 9:00 am - 2:00 pm – come early for the best selection. Plant and garden experts will be on hand with exhibits and 

advice. Tours of the grounds from 10:00 - 11:00 am; the newly restored Manor House will be open. Admission is free and open to 

the public.  

           Chinsegut Hill Retreat is located at at 22495 Chinsegut Hill Road, Brooksville, FL 34601, Phone: 352-799-5400. 

NATIVE PLANT TRAIL AT SWEETWATER ORGANIC FARM 
 

  The Native Plant Trail is almost complete! Volunteers at Sweetwater’s August 8th TLC-4-TNC day hauled many, 

many, buckets of gravel and laid some beautiful mosaic tile designs along the path. All that's left is getting the native 

plants in the ground! If you would like to help with planting or have any lovely FL native specimens you would like to 

donate please let Caroline know.  SNPS has given Sweetwater a grant for this trail and we are looking forward to helping 

with the work and seeing the results! 

 

Next work days:  Sept 12 and Oct 10   
 

Contact:   Caroline Garber -  813-887-4066  or 

                   education@sweetwater-organic.org  
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Suncoast Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.            
P.O. Box 1158 
Seffner, FL  33583-1158  

    
 

 

Please deliver to: 
 

Newsletter Submissions 
Deadline for the next issue: 

October 1, 2015 

Please send articles and original 
artwork for The Suncoast Grapevine 
to Janet Bowers, by the deadline 
above-  jbowers27@yahoo.com 
 

SNPS Web Address 
http://www.SuncoastNPS.org 

 
We’re on Meet Up & Facebook 

 Activities & Committee Chairs 
 

Field Trips          
    Shirley Denton       986-6485 
    Steve Dickman       597-5888 
Publications 
    Dick Wunderlin                 977-6484   
    George Kish                      920-0853 
Librarian 
    Vikki Sinclair                     989-2896 
Membership 
     Devon Higginbotham        478-1183   
Newsletter Editor 
     Janet Bowers                    759-2822 
     Mike Fite, Assistant          977-0892 
Programs  
     Donna Bollenbach        679-5597 
Publicity/Social media 
      Donna Bollenbach        679-5597      
Outreach 
      Open  
USF Plant Sales  

Gar Reed         323-0927  
USF Botanical Garden Liaison  
      Kim Hutton                     974-2329 
Chapter Representative 
      Donna Bollenbach         679-5597 
Webmaster 
      Donna Bollenbach         679-5597 

 2015 Board of Directors 
 

President 
 Janet Bowers 
 jbowers27@yahoo.com 
  

Vice-president 
 Donna Bollenbach 
            donna.bollenbach@gmail.com  

  

Secretary 
 Bunny Worth 

         msworth@tampabay.rr.com 
 

Treasurer 
 Gar Reed 
 gar0426@yahoo.com 

 

Board Members at Large 
 Devon Higginbotham 
 archiveproperties@gmail.com 

 

 Troy Springer 
        troy@springerenvironmental.com 

Meetings are normally the 
third Wednesday of the month  

at 7 PM .  (no December meeting) 
 

DIRECTIONS TO:  
Hillsborough County  

Extension  
5339 County Road 579  

Seffner 
 

Take I-4 to Exit 10 (just east of I-
75). Go south on 579 for two 

blocks.  Turn left on Old 

Regular meetings are in Seffner 

http://www.SuncoastNPS.org
mailto:archiveproperties@gmail.com

