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www.suncoastnps.org  

The Florida Native Plant Society was organized in 1980 to promote the 

preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native plants and    na-

tive plant communities of Florida. For more information about the Florida 

Native Plant Society, please visit our web site: www.fnps.org 

 
Hillsborough River Watershed  

Presented by John Walkinshaw 
Wednesday, April 17, 2013 @ 7PM 

Hillsborough County Extension Service 

  
 

  The health of the watershed can impact our quality of life. Water pollution 

continues to be a major problem in central Florida. The days of single-source 

pollution such as factories or sewage treatment plants have past. Today, non-

point pollution or when storm water runs over the land and picks up pollution is the primary source.  The presentation 

provides an overview of the Tampa Bay watershed, the important connection between Florida’s environment and econo-

my, what people can do to help, and where they can get help. The slide program is presented by the Hillsborough River 

Watershed Alliance (HRWA), a non-profit environmental organization that provides for education, research, and com-

munity forums since 1992.  

 

  John Walkinshaw is the Executive Director of the HRWA. He has over 25 years of experience in water resources man-

agement. John manages projects that involve water quality, water supply, and watershed management. He has presented 

at numerous national and regional conferences on water supply and water quality topics. In addition to the HRWA, John 

works as an environmental consultant and a communication/marketing project manager. He consults on various environ-

mental regulatory programs and conducts public outreach throughout Florida. John is a board member on several 

statewide environmental organizations. He has an undergraduate degree in Communications and a Master’s degree in 

Communication Management. 

           
           - Submitted by Cliff Brown 
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  Read any good books lately? 

 

   
  Check out something from our library, Vikki brings the whole collection to all the monthly meetings.  We have 

great books about natives and some DVDs also.   

 

     Here are a few about wildflowers- 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Note from the Editor 

 

  We have more great field trips coming up and a wonderful state conference is planned for May.  This is a good time 

of the year to get outside and see some natives. Visit your favorite place or try a new one then send me some words 

or pictures to share in the newsletter.  I recently stopped at the Morris Bridge Park and found a native 

plant garden planted by SNPS years ago (it may be time to go back and do a little maintenance on it).  I 

also stopped by Lettuce Lake to see how our grant was spent and it looks great. 

  I’ll see you at the USF Plant Sale—bring your money and take home some new plants! 
        

    - Janet Bowers, Grapevine editor 

Thanks for helping with the March meeting to - 
 

Devon Higginbotham for bringing the refreshments. 
Fred Mulholland for providing plants for the auction. 

 

Vikki, Joanne, Joel and Gar for your usual duties, we appreciate you every month! 

 

 USF Spring Plant Sale      April 13 & 14   
     See you there! 

 
 

Troy is the Plant Sale Coordinator—please let him know if you can help! 
(813 967-4538)    

Volunteers get a free 1 gallon plant to take home 

TITLE AUTHOR TYPE 

Newcomb's Wildflower Guide  Newcomb  HB book 

Florida Wild Flowers in Their Natural Communities  Taylor  PB 

Florida Wild Flowers and Roadside Plants  Bell/Taylor  PB 

Guide to Florida Wildflowers  Taylor  HB book 

the Guide to Florida Wildflowers  Anderson  Pamphlet 

Stokes Guide to Enjoying Wildflowers  Stokes/Stokes  PB 

Audubon Field Guide to North American Wildflowers   Nierring/Olmstead  PB 

Wildflowers of Florida and the Southeast  Hall, Weber, Byrd  HB book 

Florida Wildflowers  Florida Wildflower Foundation  DVD 

Native Florida Wildflowers  Fl dept Agriculture and Consumer Svc  DVD 
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                    Letter from the President                                           April 2013 

 

  April is proving to be a very busy month!  The 13th and 14th are our bi-annual USF Plant Sale which is our 

biggest fund raiser of the year.  Troy Springer is coordinating this event as he has so ably done for many years.  

Thanks to all who volunteer to help.  If you are new to SNPS and want to learn more about native plants, volun-

teering for the sale is a great way to increase your knowledge. 

 

  I missed the fieldtrip to the Upper Little Manatee Preserve because I was giving a talk to the East Lake Park 

Community on native plants.  East Lake Park is near the Hard Rock Casino, adjacent to I-4.  Hal Hart, one of 

our members, applied for and received a grant from the Tampa Bay Estuary Program to educate the residents 

about the importance of protecting water bodies from run-off and contamination. Hal is doing an excellent job 

and has a second workshop scheduled for April 20th.  If you would like to speak at this workshop, let me know. 

 

  If you didn’t make Fred and Barbara Mulholland’s social at their lovely home in Tampa, you missed a treat.  

Not only did I take home a dozen native plants, but met some of the Mulholland’s flyer friends and got an intro-

duction to model plane flying competitions.   Turns out, Barbara is a national award winning flyer herself and 

the Will Rogers photo in the hall is an historic treasure.  Thanks to Fred and Barbara for all the native plants 

they donate every month to our auction.  

 

  Last week I was given the pleasure of speaking to the Terrace Community Middle School about the im-

portance of native plants.  The students had just finished reading “The Gardener” a sci-fi novel about cultivating 

people that can photosynthesize sunlight to enable them to live without food or water.  The kids proved to be a 

great audience and I loved their school.  SNPS left all the plants from the Mulholland open house to add to their 

memory garden. 

 

  Coming in May on the 16th through the 19th is our annual conference in Jacksonville.  I am registered, have 

my hotel reservation and am eagerly anticipating the programs, field trips and socials.  But most of all, I look 

forward to mingling with other members that share my interest in native plants.  It seems each of us comes from 

a different background but all with a common interest.  I admit being a little prejudiced about the 2012 confer-

ence being the best ever but will try to leave my opinions open to 2013.  If you want to go but need a ride or 

roommate, let me know. 

 

Thanks to all of you for all you do to promote the preservation, conservation and restoration of Florida’s native 

plants and native plant communities! 

 

Devon Higginbotham 

 

  Plant Identification Workshop 
 

  On May 6th, 2013, the Hernando Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society will sponsor a hands-on plant Identifica-
tion workshop. The workshop will include indoor and outdoor ID stations. Participants will learn to use user friendly 
plant keys and learn to identify everything from Florida pines and oaks to wildflowers. Local botany experts, Sid Taylor 
and Colleen Werner, will assist in learning the identification process.  
 

  Our regular monthly meetings are held at 7:00 PM, on the first Monday of the month at the Hernando County Mining 
Association Enrichment Center, 800 John Gary Grubs Blvd., Brooksville, FL 34601. Come as early as 6:30 for a bite to 
eat and a bit of socializing. 

- Submitted  by Mark Hutchinson 
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Dec 2012 – Feb 2013 Suncoast Members – New and Renewals 
 

New 

 Kimberly Hatley  

Reed Venrick 

 

Moved to the Suncoast chapter 

 

 Jay Sockriter  

 

Renewal/rejoin 

 

Michele Booth 

Richard and Sydney Brown  

Joel P Cleveland  

Burns Creighton 

Bonnie Dyson  

Environmental Consultants LLC 

Mike and Barbara Fite 

Kim Friedland 

Bev Griffiths  

Eileen Hart 

Kenneth P.C. Kwo  

Rita Lassiter 

Jabari Lee  

Mary MacArthur 

Mariella Smith  

Cy and Joanne Spurlino 

Candace Stanlake 

Mary M. Stevenson  

Susan Watson 

MarciI Wilcox 

Jeanne S. Willis  

Harriett Wright  

Richard and Trevetta Wunderlin  

 
 

  FNPS has a new membership database system so we aren’t getting the renewal reports anymore.  I 

have attempted to figure out who has renewed, please forgive me if I missed anyone or have the wrong 

information here.  We appreciate all your support over the years, there would be no FNPS without the 

members! 
 

           Thanks, Janet 

    (Janet Bowers, interim membership chair) 

  
 Bok Tower has opened a new section of the Pine Ridge Trail.  Among the young pine trees planted years ago, some other 
natives have been planted (lots of grasses) on the knoll before you get to the parking lot. Not a great trail for a hot, sunny 
day, it is still a good addition to the small loop they already had.  The endangered plant garden continues to mature- the 
coral bean and mints being the main bloomers in early April.  Bok Tower continues to be a great place to take out of town 
visitors for lunch, a stroll and some souvenir shopping. 
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More Fieldtrips  
 

 

May 11  A buying trip to a local native nursery.   
 

May 16-19   See you at the FNPS conference !  Check out the great fieldtrips near Jacksonville. 
 

June 22   Colt Creek State Park. Green Swamp east of Zephyrhills. We will visit a hammock with cabbage palms and 

ancient live oaks. This is a very easy walk (approximately half mile) on groomed trail with an opportunity to extend the 

walk several miles along trails through a variety of habitats (trail condition variable). Picnic area and restrooms availa-

ble. Entry fee ($4.00/car)                                   

    

July 20   Cypress Creek Preserve. There are several good options available to us at this preserve located in North Tampa. 

We will choose the specific location depending on weather and site condition. Both options are shady 
 

Aug 24  Upper Tampa Bay Park with a potential extension to an adjacent Hillsborough County Preserve. We will walk a 

trail that leads through coastal hammock out to a boardwalk through salt marsh. Expect a 2.5 mile walk. Restrooms and 

picnic area available. 
  

Sept 21 Bell Creek Preserve. We will be looking for blooming pine lilies. We will also keep our eyes open for early fall 

bloomers. Florida golden aster is found at this site and there is the potential that a few may be in bloom (primary bloom 

time is October). 
      
Oct 19  Lake Dan. There are excellent xeric uplands on this site as well as Lake Dan. This is a new addition to the Hills-

borough County preserve system. 
 

Nov 2-3  Overnight Camping Kissimmee Prairie State Park Camping. Reservations required. This weekend was chosen 

both for anticipated fall wildflowers and for dark skies. The park is noted for being a wonderful place for stars, and we 

are planning to be there at the new moon. The park features a broad expanse of dry prairie. Please contact Shirley Den-

ton and let her know if  you are interested. 
 

Nov 16   Green Swamp— Fall wildflowers should be at their best. We will plan the specific location based on where 

recent burns have been conducted.  This trip is a week earlier than usual to avoid Thanksgiving week. 

  April 20 -  Field trip: Brooker Creek Headwaters Nature Preserve  

 
Address:  18102 Ramblewood Rd. Lutz, 33558 

Time: We’ll be meeting at 9:00 AM in the parking lot,  

 expected duration is 3 to 4 hours.  Steve’s phone - 326-0221 
 

  Ramblewood Road is located approximately .4 mile west of the Suncoast Parkway and 1 ¼ miles east of 

Gunn Highway on the north side of Van Dyke Road. A public parking lot is located approximately ½ mile 

north of Van Dyke Road, on the west side of Ramblewood Road. There are no facilities available, so plan ac-

cordingly. 

 

  Hiking trail length is 5.5 miles through oak/holly hammock, mesic flatwoods, Cypress swamp, and pastures 

of Andropogon. We may see the hooded picture plant (Sarracenia minor) in flower. The trail is mostly open to 

sun exposure and has little tree canopy. We’ll stray to wetlands and extensive cypress strands, where condi-

tions may be wet and temperatures will be cooler.  
 

This trip was rated as “Difficult” for the 2012 FNPS Conference.  

Plan for: getting wet, periods of full sun exposure, insects and ticks!     Submitted  by Steve Dickman 
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Field Trip to Little Manatee River preserve—Spanjers parcel   March 23  

 
  Seven people joined Steve for the field trip on the 23rd.  As promised, we saw both types of fringe trees blooming and 

lots more.  We even had a non-member who saw the info on-line come for the walk.  The weather was a little humid but 

not too bad, the variety of  water/soil combinations at the site allowed us to see 

many species in a relatively small area.  There were many Styrax in one area—

ranging from small to about 20 feet high and all in bloom. We stayed on the 

path for a while and then took the cross-

country ‘path less travelled’ through the 

palmettos.        

 

 

There were many different lichens- 

 

 
 

 A few drops of blood were lost, but none  

   of the hikers!                          

   

             

 

                     Several Paw paws were in  

                                  bloom by the path -      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

We saw mimosa, pennyroyal, white topped aster (above left picture), bog buttons, blueberries, deerberry, shiny lyonia 

(about 7 ft tall and blooming), Polygana nana, Hypoxis, twin flower and several different Hypericum species. 

 

 

  During the trip we came upon a large snake and a few but-

terflies.  We wandered down by the river for a short time, 

nearby there were some crinums and a couple butterweeds 

with their odd cutout leaves. 

Corrections to the plant list from Gator Creek 

 
  Photina pyrifolia (red chokeberry) --- this is the current name  Carex verrucosa   (warty sedge) 

  Lyonia fruticosa       Taxodium ascendens  (cypress) 
 

      Thanks to Shirley 
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Plant Profile 

Common name : Starry Rosinweed 

Botanical name: Silphium asteriscus L. 

Synonyms: S. dentatum Elliott; S. gracile A. Gray; S. simpsonii 

Greene 

Family: Asteraceae 

Zone: 8-9 

Habitat: Sandhills, pine flatwoods 

Size: 2’ - 4’ tall 

Plant Habit: Coarse, stout, erect perennial herb 

Leaves: Alternate and opposite, rough to the touch,  

leaf margins toothed 

Inflorescence: Showy, yellow daisy-like heads, solitary or few 

flowered 

Flowering time: Early summer through early fall 

Growing conditions: Well-drained soil 

Light: Full sun to part shade 

Propagation: Seeds; division 

Motility: Rarely spreading by seed, if grown in large numbers 

Maintenance: Annual pruning to the ground to remove old stems and flower stalks 

Availability: Specialty native plant nurseries, FNPS chapter sales. 

 Distribution: Panhandle south along the west coast to Lee County 

Comments: Slow to establish. A related, larger species with larger, mostly basal leaves occurs in northern 

Florida south to Pasco County. 
 

References: 

Osorio, Rufino, 2001. A Gardener’s Guide to Florida’s Native 

Plants. University Press of Florida, Gainesville, FL 

Wunderlin, R.P. and B.F. Hansen. 2003. Guide to the Vascular 

Plants of Florida. University Press of Florida, Gainesville, FL. 

Wunderlin, R.P. and B.F. Hansen. 2005. Atlas of Florida Vascular 

Plants (http://plantatlas.usf.edu/). 
 

Information compiled by Shirley Brown and Dick Wunderlin  

Membership in the Florida Native Plant Society enables you to receive their 

wonderful quarterly magazine The Palmetto. Joining the SNPS also entitles 

you to membership privileges in the Suncoast Native Plant Society and a 

subscription to their monthly newsletter The Suncoast Grapevine.  Contact 

the membership chair, Shirley Denton, at 986-6485. 

 Check pertinent category: 

 

 Individual/Renewal  $35          Not-for-profit 

 Full time student  $15                   organization $50 

 Library subscription  $15        Business or 

 Family or household  $50            corporate  $125 

 Contributing  $75      Supporting $100 

 Life $1,000    Donor  $250 

Make check payable to FNPS. 
Detach and mail to: 

FNPS 

P.O. Box 278 

Melbourne, FL  32902-0278  
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Suncoast Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.            
P.O. Box 1158 
Seffner, FL  33583-1158  

    
 

 

Please deliver to: 
 

Newsletter Submissions 
Deadline for the next issue: 

May 1 2013 

Please send articles and original 
artwork for The Suncoast Grapevine 

to Janet Bowers, by the deadline 
above. Text should be in MS Word; 
graphics should be in a standard 
graphic format (.jpg, .bmp, .gif). 
Previously published artwork should 

be accompanied by a letter of 
permission from the original 

publisher. 
Email- 

jbowers27@yahoo.com 

Meeting Location 
 

The Suncoast Native Plant Society, 
Inc. meets the third Wednesday of 
the month @ 7pm @ the 
Hillsborough County Extension 
Service office in Seffner. 
 

SNPS Web Address 
http://www.SuncoastNPS.org 

 
 

  

 

DIRECTIONS TO:  
Hillsborough County  

Extension  
5339 County Road 579  

Seffner 
 

Take I-4 to Exit 10 (just east 
of I-75). Go south for two 
blocks.  The office is at the 
corner of Old Hillsborough 
Road and County Road 579.  

Activities & Committee Chairs 
 

Field Trips          
       Shirley Denton         986-6485 
       Steve Dickman         326-0221 
Publications 

Dick Wunderlin              977-6484  
George Kish                   920-0853 

Librarian 
Vikki Sinclair                   989-2896 

Membership 
      TBD   
Newsletter Editor 
      Janet Bowers        759-2822 
      Mike Fite, Assistant          977-0892 
Programs  
      Cliff Brown          810-3211 
Publicity/social media 
      Jabari Lee            
Outreach 
      TBD   
USF Plant Sales 

Troy Springer         967-4538 
USF Botanical Garden Liaison  
      Kim Hutton                      974-2329 
Chapter Representative 
      Devon Higginbotham       478-1183   
Webmaster 
      Ron Huston          951-0946 
 

Board of Directors 
President 
 Devon Higginbotham 
 archiveproperties@gmail.com
  
Vice-president 
 Cliff Brown 
 Cliffbr@Tampabay.rr.com 
  
Secretary 
 Janet Bowers 
  jbowers27@yahoo.com  
 
Treasurer 
 Gar Reed 
 gar0426@yahoo.com 

 
Board Members 
 Debbie Butts 
  debbutts1@verizon.net 
 
 Daphne Lambright  
 daphne.lambright@verizon.net  

http://www.SuncoastNPS.org
mailto:archiveproperties@gmail.com
mailto:jbowers27@yahoo.com
mailto:daphne.lambright@verizon.net

