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The Florida Native Plant Society was organized in 1980 to promote the 

preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native plants and    

native plant communities of Florida. For more information about the 

Florida Native Plant Society, please visit our web site: www.fnps.org  

Meet the new FNPS Executive DirectorMeet the new FNPS Executive DirectorMeet the new FNPS Executive DirectorMeet the new FNPS Executive Director    
Presented by Kellie Westervelt 
Wednesday, March 21 @ 7pm 

Hillsborough County Extension Service 
 
When I heard FNPS had a new Executive Director, I was naturally curious.  
What were her goals for the future and where were we headed?  She’s kind 
of like the conductor of a train.  There are tracks to follow but it’s up to the 
conductor to choose how fast we proceed, what side tracks we take and 
whether we ultimately reach our destination. 
 
To a great extent, Kellie will determine what role FNPS will play in the  
upcoming years.  How do we spread the word that “promoting native 
plants and native plant communities” is important?  Can we look forward 
to a point in time when all neighborhoods and roadways are primarily   
native plants?  How do we teach and engage the youth of our state so they 
can carry on our work long after we have moved on?   And,  how do we 
reach those goals and have fun along the way? 
 
On March 21st, Kellie Westervelt will be our guest speaker.   Think about 

your own goals for FNPS and be ready to share them with her. 

- Submitted by Devon Higginbotham 

Turn to page 2 to read Kellie’s full bio.—Ed. 
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Kellie Westervelt, a brief BiographyKellie Westervelt, a brief BiographyKellie Westervelt, a brief BiographyKellie Westervelt, a brief Biography    
 

Kellie Westervelt joins the Florida Native Plant Society after serving over 20 years in the non-profit  
conservation community. She has worked at the local, regional, national, and international scales and is 
now looking forward to returning to the statewide level to help protect Florida’s natural heritage. 
Throughout her career, Kellie has focused on biodiversity conservation. Her experience ranges from 
fundraising, strategic planning, and program development to restoration and resource management. 
 
Kellie began her career with the Florida Park Service as a District Program Development Specialist in 
Miami and the Florida Keys where she developed volunteer programs for 14 state parks and raised over 
1.2 million dollars for natural resource management and historic preservation. When Hurricane Andrew 
leveled one of the parks in her district, she joined the American Littoral Society to launch the Cape  
Florida Project.  

 
The Cape Florida Project was an ambitious restoration of Bill Baggs 
Cape Florida State Park on Key Biscayne. Although the project was born 
from a natural disaster, the park had been an ecological disaster long 
before the storm. It had been overrun by invasive Australian-pines. In 
one fell swoop, Hurricane Andrew accomplished what resource  
managers had tried for years. The storm removed over 98% of the 
park’s exotic tree canopy and set the stage for restoration on a scale  
unprecedented in the history of Florida state parks. 
 
As Director of the Cape Florida Project, Kellie helped establish  
restoration guidelines and oversaw the volunteer-driven effort aimed at 
restoring native plant communities to the 436-acre site. Working within 
Miami’s multicultural community, Kellie developed the fundraising, 
educational, and volunteer programs that sustained the project for over 
a decade. Thousands of people participated and tens of thousands of 
volunteer hours were committed to exotic plant control, nursery  
operations, and planting native species. Today, Cape Florida remains 
one of the more storied community-based restoration projects, 
acknowledged in three books and numerous articles. 
 

Kellie went on to become the Habitat Director for the tri-state Delaware Estuary Program where she 
worked with stakeholders across multiple jurisdictions to promote growth management, land  
acquisition, and ecological restoration. She then worked for the Wildlands Network, an international 
organization dedicated to averting species extinction through landscape connectivity. She has served on 
numerous boards including the Society for Ecological Restoration International and the Environmental 
Fund for Florida. Some of her publications have included educational curricula such as Plant-A-Seed, 
reference material such as A Guide to the Natural Communities of the Delaware Estuary, and most  
recently “From Adversity to Diversity,” a chapter in The Human Dimensions of Ecological Restoration 
published by Island Press.  
 
In her new role as Executive Director for the Florida Native Plant Society, Kellie is looking forward to 

helping the Society grow its capacity, synthesize its programs, and position itself to achieve its important 

mission “to promote the preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native plants and native 

plant communities of Florida.”  

- submitted by Devon Higginbotham 

The Human Dimensions of Ecological Restoration can be purchased online off of Amazon.com; check it out by clicking the  
following link: http://www.amazon.com/Human-Dimensions-Ecological-Restoration-Integrating/dp/1597266906  -Ed.   
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VOLUNTEERS STILL NEEDED!VOLUNTEERS STILL NEEDED!VOLUNTEERS STILL NEEDED!VOLUNTEERS STILL NEEDED!    
    

We will have a booth at the 2012 Hillsborough County Neighborhoods Conference. Ms. Devon  
Higginbotham has already offered to volunteer, but we would really like to send her with some  
company. The conference will be held on Saturday, March 24 from 8am—2:30pm, and a series of  
workshops and other information will be available for those who attend. If you are interested in helping 
our chapter perform some outreach on that day, please email Devon at archiveproperties@gmail.com . 
For more information on the conference, log on to http://www.hillsboroughcounty.org/onr/
conference/ .  

Book Review: 
Bringing Nature Home: How You can Sustain Wildlife with Native Plants 

by Doug Tallamy 
 

By paving miles of roads and creating acres of sterile turf lawns, humans have interfered with natural ecosystems 
and left very little untouched areas. Doug Tallamy proposes that gardeners and home owners can help restore       
biodiversity and preserve wildlife that would otherwise become extinct. Like many gardeners (including me),        
Tallamy went through a phase of growing exotic ornamental plants.  Even while studying entomology and  
understanding the co-dependency of native plants and insects, he did not see that growing exotic plants could cause 
a problem for all the native insects and wildlife that he wanted to study. 
 
Hopefully, as members of the Suncoast Native Plant Society, you already have some idea of why natives belong in 
your yard - but it is inspiring and interesting to read Doug’s explanation about the need for biodiversity. The first 
third of the book is a discussion of the problem, reasons diversity is important, and why natives need to be in our 
yard.   Native plants are required for insects and other native wildlife to survive.  Native plants have adapted to  
particular areas in conjunction with wildlife and they are dependent on each other. To restore habitats, it is  
necessary for us to make a change in our landscaping patterns so that natives are included.   
 
There are wonderful photos of insects in the book and a lot of information on tree families.  I skimmed some of the 
plant and insect specifics as it was more detail than I wanted, but it is good reference material that I will come back 
to when I have questions about insects or plants. 
 
Doug Tallamy is a professor in Delaware and lives in Pennsylvania, but his message is global.  His colleague, Rick 

Darke, gave a keynote speech at the FNPS conference last year and wrote the forward for the book.  Doug will be Doug will be Doug will be Doug will be 
the keynote speaker on May 19th at the 2012 FNPS conference in Plant City.the keynote speaker on May 19th at the 2012 FNPS conference in Plant City.the keynote speaker on May 19th at the 2012 FNPS conference in Plant City.the keynote speaker on May 19th at the 2012 FNPS conference in Plant City.  Come and be inspired by him!  
I greatly enjoyed the book and am looking forward to hearing him talk.  SNPS has this book and a DVD of a previous 
talk in our library; please take the time to check them out.  We also have copies of the book for sale if you would like 
to buy it. 
 

- submitted by Janet Bowers 

Silent Auction Items NeededSilent Auction Items NeededSilent Auction Items NeededSilent Auction Items Needed    
 

It’s getting closer and closer! We’re in need of items for the Silent Auction at the State Conference. Do 
you, or someone you know, create artwork? Own a business that could provide a desirable product or  
service for this type of event? Do you have anything of value that you feel would be in line with the values of 
other conference go-ers, that would attract a fair price?  Let us know! All donations are tax-deductible. We 
will set a minimum starting bid to ensure that your item doesn’t go for a nonequivalent amount. Please  
contact the Silent Auction chair, Harriet Wright at hw@tampabay.rr.com , or her assistant, Shawna  
Everidge at severidge@plantcitygov.com. Please keep us in mind if you go to a great local restaurant or 
event with vendors—they may want to give for the advertisement value! And don’t forget, we do need 
items that are affordable for people as well; even a $10 gift card can bring in $7 for the FNPS! 
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Upcoming Events & AnnouncementsUpcoming Events & AnnouncementsUpcoming Events & AnnouncementsUpcoming Events & Announcements    
    

� Feelin’ Lucky? We’ll be selling raffle tickets at the March meeting. Participate in the raffle, and 
you could win tickets to the upcoming FNPS State Conference in Plant City! We will be selling    
raffle tickets through April. You’ll have a chance to win 2 free tickets for 2 days of the upcoming 
May FNPS conference and one evening social (your choice).  Tickets will sell for $5 each or 5 for 
$20.  Each of the winning tickets is worth more than $200 in conference registration fees.  

       The winning drawing will be held at our April meeting. 
 

� The Spring Plant Sale at the USF Botanical Gardens will be held on April 14 & 15. We need  
       volunteers! Please sign up at the next meeting, or contact Janet Bowers at   
       janetbowers27@yahoo.com  or 813-759-2822. 
 

� We need volunteers for the State Conference also. There’s a lot of work left to do, and even the 
smallest contribution can go a very long way! Please offer to help with the conference by contacting 
Troy Springer at troy@springerenvironmental.com , or call him at 813-967-4538. He will get you in 
the loop for the upcoming meetings. 

 

� The SNPS is planning on having some representation at the next USF Botanical Gardens  
       Butterfly, Herb & Native plant fair on June 9th and 10th. We’ll need volunteers for that also! 
 

� We would like to thank Devon Higginbotham Devon Higginbotham Devon Higginbotham Devon Higginbotham and Fred Mulholland Fred Mulholland Fred Mulholland Fred Mulholland for the plants for the  
       February Meeting auction. And we also want to thank Barbara Mulholland Barbara Mulholland Barbara Mulholland Barbara Mulholland for providing the   

       refreshments for the meeting. Thank you, Mary MillerMary MillerMary MillerMary Miller, for January’s refreshments! 
 

� Shawna Everidge Shawna Everidge Shawna Everidge Shawna Everidge stumbled upon almost a million ink cartridges, so we will be fine at least for the 
remainder of this year. We would like to thank Carmel van Hoek Carmel van Hoek Carmel van Hoek Carmel van Hoek and Janet Bowers Janet Bowers Janet Bowers Janet Bowers for  

       contributing ink cartridges over the past few months, when we were most in need! 
 

� I apologize for falling behind on giving thanks where it is properly due! Some months it slips by 
me, or I simply don’t have room. We all owe thanks to Mike Fite, Mike Fite, Mike Fite, Mike Fite, who dutifully emails me each 
month and lets me know who brought refreshments, who contributed plants, etc. It is important 
that we recognize those who contribute so much to our Chapter, and I am so glad that Mike realizes 
this as well and always makes the effort to send me an email. Mike, you are wonderful!Mike, you are wonderful!Mike, you are wonderful!Mike, you are wonderful!––––Ed. 

Sunday Morning in the PreserveSunday Morning in the PreserveSunday Morning in the PreserveSunday Morning in the Preserve    
Field Trip to Flynn Lake / Violet Cury Nature Preserve 

Sunday, March 25 @ 9am 
 

 

Join other SNPS members for a spring walk in the woods 
and explore the shoreline of Flynn Lake! 

 
 

This month’s field trip is to the Violet Cury Nature  
Preserve 1802 Sinclair Hills Road, Lutz 33549. The 
ELAPP site is very easy to walk. Carmel vanHoek  
(813-480-0292) and Bunny Worth (813-503-6150) can 
help members with plant identification. I will provide 
“logistical support” -whatever that means. 
 

Bring water and other personal comfort items.  
There are no restroom facilities. 
 

- photo and text submitted by Mike Fite 
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Plant ProfilePlant ProfilePlant ProfilePlant Profile    
Common name: Marlberry 
Botanical name: Ardisia escallonioides Schiede & Deppe ex Schltdl. & Cham. 
Synonyms: Marble-berry 
Family: Myrsinaceae 
Zone: 9A - 11 
Plant Habit: Shrub or small tree; evergreen 
Habitat: Understory shrub in hammocks 
Size: 3 to 20 feet (h) 
Leaves: Alternate, dark, lustrous green 
Bloom: Small, fragrant, white flowers in dense  
clusters near tips of branches 
Flowering time: Mostly year-round 
Fruit: Shiny, small, black single-seeded berries 
Bark: Grayish 
 

Growing conditions 
Light: Part sun to full shade 
Water: Drought-tolerant, supplemental irrigation not usually required 
Soil: Thin, fertile soils of hammocks; salt tolerant 
Propagation: Seed 
Motility: Self-sown seedlings under parent plant 
Maintenance: None 
Availability: Commonly available from native plant nurseries 
Comments: Use as hedge, foundation or specimen plant 
 

References: 
Nelson, G. 2003. Florida’s Best Native Landscape Plants. University Press of Florida, Gainesville, FL. 
Osorio, R. 2001. A Gardener’s Guide to Florida’s Native Plants. University Press of Florida, Gainesville, FL. 
Wunderlin, R.P. 2003. Guide to Vascular Plants of Florida, Second Edition. University Press of Florida, Gainesville, FL. 
Wunderlin, R.P. and B.F. Hansen. 2005. Atlas of Florida Vascular Plants (http://plantatlas.usf.edu/ ). 
 

Information compiled by George R. Kish c. 2007 
Photos by Shirley Denton 

Membership in the Florida Native Plant Society enables you to receive their 
wonderful quarterly magazine The Palmetto. Joining the SNPS also entitles 
you to membership privileges in the Suncoast Native Plant Society and a 
subscription to their monthly newsletter The Suncoast Grapevine.  Contact 

the membership chair, Shirley Denton, at 986-6485. 

 Check pertinent category: 

 
� Individual/Renewal  $35         � Not-for-profit 
� Full time student  $15                   organization $50 
� Library subscription  $15       � Business or 
� Family or household  $50            corporate  $125 
� Contributing  $75     � Supporting $100 
� Life $1,000   � Donor  $250 

Make check payable to FNPS. 
Detach and mail to: 

FNPS 

P.O. Box 278 

Melbourne, FL  32902-0278  
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Suncoast Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.            
P.O. Box 1158 

Seffner, FL  33583-1158  
    
                                 

  
 
 
 

Please deliver to:Please deliver to:Please deliver to:Please deliver to: 
 

Newsletter SubmissionsNewsletter SubmissionsNewsletter SubmissionsNewsletter Submissions 
Deadline for the next issue: 

April 1 

Please send articles and original 
artwork for The Suncoast Grapevine 

to Shawna Everidge, by the 
deadline of this month. Text should 
be in MS Word; graphics should be 
in a standard graphic format (.jpg, 

.bmp, .gif). Previously published 
artwork should be accompanied by a 
letter of permission from the original 

publisher. 
Email… 

severidge@plantcitygov.com  

Meeting LocationMeeting LocationMeeting LocationMeeting Location    
 

The Suncoast Native Plant 
Society, Inc. meets the third 
Wednesday of the month @ 
7pm @ the Hillsborough 
County Extension Service 
office in Seffner. 
 

SNPS Web AddressSNPS Web AddressSNPS Web AddressSNPS Web Address    
http://www.SuncoastNPS.org 

 

DIRECTIONS TO:  
Hillsborough County  

Extension  
5339 County Road 579  

Seffner 
 

Take I-4 to Exit 10 (just east 
of I-75). Go south for two 
blocks.  The office is at the 
corner of Old Hillsborough 
Road and County Road 579.  

Activities & Committee ChairsActivities & Committee ChairsActivities & Committee ChairsActivities & Committee Chairs    
 

Field Trips          
       Board of Directors 
Publications 

Dick Wunderlin             977-6484  
George Kish                  920-0853 

Librarian 
       Vikki Sinclair                   989-2896 
Membership 
       Janet Bowers                   759-2822 
Newsletter Editor 
      Shawna Everidge              659-4298 
      Mike Fite, Assistant          977-0892 
Programs  
      Devon Higginbotham 
Publicity 
      Shawna Everidge         659-4298 
Outreach 
      Troy Springer                   967-4538         
      Ron Chicone             803-603-8912 
USF Plant Sales 
      Troy Springer         967-4538 
USF Botanical Garden Liaison  
      Kim Hutton                      974-2329 
Chapter Representative 
      Shirley Denton                 986-6485 
Webmaster 
      Ron Huston 
 

Board of DirectorsBoard of DirectorsBoard of DirectorsBoard of Directors    
President 
 Shirley Denton 
president@suncoastnps.org   

 
Vice-president 
 Devon Higginbotham 
archiveproperties@gmail.com   
  
Secretary 
 Janet Bowers 
 jbowers27@yahoo.com  
 
Treasurer 
 Daphne Lambright 
daphne.lambright@verizon.net  

 
Board Members 
 Ron Huston 
RonLHuston@cs.com  
 Ron Chicone 
rchicone@yahoo.com  
  


