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Newsletter of the Suncoast Native Plant Society, Inc.

www.ficus.usf.edu/orgs/suncoastwww.suncoastnps.org  

The Florida Native Plant Society was organized in 1980 to promote the 
preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native plants and    
native plant communities of Florida. For more information about the 
Florida Native Plant Society, please visit our web site: www.fnps.org  

Chrysopsis floridana Restoration Efforts: 
Bok Tower Gardens, a National Historic Landmark 

Presented by Cindy Campbell 
Wednesday, May 18 @ 7pm 

Hillsborough County Extension Service 
 

Ms. Cindy Campbell will be talking about the work her team at Bok Tower Gardens has done  
reintroducing one of the most interesting rare endemics that is found right here in central Florida,  
Chrysopsis floridana. This native  plant is a beautiful aster with frosty white hairs on its foliage that 
gives it protection from the harsh conditions of the white sand scrubs it is found in.   
 

While working at Bok Tower Gardens , Cindy has learned very much about the growing  
characteristics of Chrysopsis floridana as well as many other species of endangered plants in  
Florida.  Her team has pioneered many growing techniques and plant reestablishment techniques 
of rare plants.  Her work will ensure that the population of these beautiful plants will continue to 
improve. 
 

Cindy organized efforts along with our Suncoast chapter and numerous other groups to plant 
over 1,000 Chrysopsis floridana plants at SWFWMD’s Southfork Tract in Manatee County.  Later, 
our chapter participated in monitoring the condition of the restoration.  Detailed data of health, 
failure rate, and size were recorded.  This monitoring program is to continue for five years. 
 

Cindy is currently the rare plant curator at Bok Tower Gardens in Lake Wales.  Previously, she 
has worked at the Disney Preserve and at The Nature Conservancy Preserve in Kentucky.   
 

Come find out some of the exciting new information she has learned about rare plants that are 
found only in Florida! 

- Submitted by Troy Springer        
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 Bok Tower Rare Plant Conservation Program 

  
Bok Tower Gardens (Bok) is one of 36 gardens working with the Center for Plant Conservation (CPC) to 
ensure that germ plasm is stored for plants in danger of becoming extinct. There are only two facilities in 
Florida participating in the CPC work, so Bok has responsibility for plants from the panhandle as well as 
more local scrub species. Many Lake Wales Ridge plants are endangered because they only exist on the 
ridge and construction has eliminated their habitat. Bok scientists had major success with the Ziziphus 
plant (Ziziphus celata), which had no reproducing populations in the wild. Three of the known populations 
were brought to Bok and successfully cross-pollinated to produce the first viable seed in many years.  The 
plants have since been reintroduced back into the wild on protected land.   
 
Unfortunately, for every success there are many plants that become extinct due to the lack of resources, 
money, and the shrinking amount of places that the plants can exist in the wild. Dependent on grants and 
the help of volunteers, the Bok biologists work hard to conserve and study plants that they are funded 
for.  They often travel to areas where the last populations of plants are and collect plants or seeds before 
the plants get “bulldozed” or paved over. The Endangered Plant Garden is in a public area at Bok to  
display some of the plants that are being studied, while the scientific work occurs behind the scenes in 
areas that are not open to the public. 
 

Cheryl Peterson, the Conservation Section program manager and 
biologist, gave the SNPS members a tour of the endangered plant 
collection, including the seed storage area and the beds where 
some of the plants are propagated on our February field trip.  
Scientists from around the world come to Bok to collect plant  
material from the rare plants in the beds! There are also two 
greenhouse tables with research plants. Special care is given to 
these rare plants; there are buckets of sand and soil collected from 
various sites where either plants have been collected, or plants 
will be introduced so that they have the best chance for survival.  
 

One of Cheryl Peterson's specialties is the McFarlin's Lupine (Lupinus aridorum). She told us a couple of 
times that if anyone runs across a pink flowering lupine, to let her know! They are hard to propagate and 
transplant, and the known populations are shrinking.  She was on the front page of the Lakeland Ledger a 
few years back when a large one at Bok was flowering. Some SNPS members helped her with collecting 
seeds from the Brooksville Bellflower (Campanula robinsiae). More info on their projects can be found at 
http://boktowergardens.org/the-gardens/conservation/endangered-plants/recent-efforts/. 
 
I am looking forward to this month’s SNPS meeting, as Cindy Campbell will be our speaker! Several 
of our members have worked with Cindy on her Florida Goldenaster (Chrysopsis floridana) project at 
the Cordell site (Little Manatee river area in Manatee county), Weedon Island, and another site in  
Largo. She will also be giving a presentation at the FNPS conference this year, also in May! 
 

- Submitted by Janet Bowers, photo by Troy Springer 

 
Thank you to all of our volunteers who helped make the April USF Spring Plant Sale a success for our chapter! 

Full event details will be included in an article found in next month’s Grapevine.  
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Archbold Biological Station  
SNPS Field Trip Recap 

April 23, 2011 
 

Dr. Mark Deyrup, and Entomologist, led our field trip for eleven participants to the Archbold scrub  
habitat.  Earlier that week, Mark was our enthusiastic speaker for April’s SNPS meeting during which 
he talked about native Florida pollinators.  
 

We walked the Scrub Discovery Nature Trail and saw most of 
the scrub oaks, scrub hickory and silk bay. Also, the gopher 
apple, flag paw-paw and gallberry were in bloom. Mark  
described the role of some of the scrub’s pollinators for these 
plants during the trip. We also saw a beautiful corn snake; 
several banded scrub jays, a common nighthawk (which was 
sleeping on a slash pine tree branch), and other birds. The 
participants watched Mark collect several insect samples to 
study, photograph and release.  
 

The group then returned to the historic field station. This 
was formally part of the Roebling family’s Red Hills  
estate (1929-1941) before its remake into the Archbold 
Station. The building’s charming architecture dates back 
to the 1930's period. The Roebling family had also  
donated land for the nearby Highlands Hammock State 
Park.  
 

Once inside the research center, Mark showed us his  
filing cabinets which contained a vast collection of scrub 
insect and butterfly specimens.  Mark's original 'bug' 
drawings covered the outside of the cabinet's doors.  

 

After the excellent field trip, the group ate lunch on 
shaded picnic tables outside the Station, where we were 
scolded by a downy woodpecker. Afterwards, there 
were optional self-guided trips to the Frances and Page 
Hufty Tract, Lake June in Winter State Park and  
Highland Hammock State Park.  

- Submitted by Mike Fite,  
photos pages 3—5 by Joel Jackson & Mike Fite 

For more information on Archbold Biological  
Station, please visit their website at:  
http://www.archbold-station.org/ . Please click 
here to directly view Dr. Mark Deyrup’s page for  
Entomology: http://www.archbold-station.org/
station/html/research/entom/entom.html 
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Quarterly Membership Information 
Dec 2010- Feb 2011 

Thank you for your support! 
 
New 
 Ryan and Tiffany Horstman 

Norma Rogers 
Jennifer Rumel 

 Jeanna Whiting 
 
Renewed or Rejoined 
 Kathy A. Beck 

Michele Booth 
 Richard & Sydney Brown 
 Bonnie Dyson 
 Mike & Barbara Fite 
 Kim Friedland 
 Yvette Killian 
 George R. Kish 
 Kenneth P.C. Kwo 
 Marilyn Lewis 
 Jean Mitchell 
 Virginia Payne 
 Mariella Smith 
 Edward H Stein 
 Michael Sutton and Alyssa Getzoff 
 Robert & Cindy Upcavage 
 James Wheeler 
 Marci Wilcox 
 Jeanne S. Willis 
 Richard & Trevetta Wunderlin 
 David Zaparanick 
  
Moved into our Chapter 
 Charlotte Vincent & James Edmiston   
 

- Information compiled by Janet Bowers 
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WINE & CHEESE PARTY 
 

The Mulhollands 
15410 Stonecreek Lane 

Tampa, FL  33613 
 
 

Sunday, May 22, 2011 
From 1:00 PM  

to 5:00 PM 
 

 There are more than 150 species of native plants in the yard.  
An identification list will be provided that shows what and 
where they are located. 
 

FREE POTTED PLANTS 
  
It’s a party, mostly outdoors, rain or shine, so dress casually.  
There is seating outside under a canopy and also under shade 
trees. If you need more information call: (813) 962-7020 
 

SEE NATIVE PLANTS IN SUBURBIA:   
ONE WAY TO DO IT WITHOUT A LAWN 
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Upcoming Events & Announcements 
 

May Field Trip – We will not have a field trip for May. Instead, there will be numerous field 
trips during the FNPS annual conference in Maitland, FL. You can select from one or more field 
trips on Thursday, May 19th and on Sunday, May 22nd. There are more than 20 different trips to 
pick from, so you should be able to find one or two that will fit your interests! Advanced  
registration is required for all conference field trips. Register online on the Florida Native Plant 
Society website: http://www.fnps.org/pages/conference/index.php 
 
June Field Trip – This will be a joint field trip with the Lake Beautyberry chapter on June 18, 
with Suncoast being the “host” chapter. We will be going to the Withlacoochee River Park in 
northeast Pasco County, owned by SWFWMD and managed by Pasco County Parks &  
Recreation Department. Our leader will be Daphne Lambright. More details will be available 
next month! 
 
Tentative plans for upcoming field trips – Subject to Change: 

July Field Trip – We are planning to visit a native plant nursery for a buying trip so you can 
buy some new plants to take home for your yard! July, with usually reliable rainfall, is an 
excellent time to plant! Start looking at your lawn now and brainstorming! 

 

August Field Trip – A canoe/kayak excursion.  
 

September Field Trip – Bell Creek Nature Preserve. 

October Field Trip – Joint Field trip with Lake Beautyberry chapter. Lake Beautyberry 
chapter will be hosting this trip and will pick the destination in their area. It is expected to 
be in a location where there will be lots of fall flowers. 

November Field Trip –Shirley Denton is planning to lead this trip. Starkey Wilderness Park 
is a possible location for this outing. 

December Party – Location is TBD 

 

A big THANK YOU to those who donated plants at our 

April meeting: Fred & Barbara Mulholland, Harriett Wright, 

Mary Miller, Joel Jackson, Troy Springer.  

 

Also, thanks to Rose Porter for taking care of the refreshments!  
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PLANT PROFILE 
Common name: Atlantic St. John’s-Wort 
Botanical name: Hypericum tenuifolium  Pursh 
Family: Clusiaceae 
Synonym: Hypericum reductum 
Zone: 7 - 10 
Plant Habit: Bushy, low-growing, woody shrub 
Habitat: Sandhills and Scrub 
Size: 1 ft. (h) x 3 ft. (w) 
Leaves: Opposite, simple, needle-like, dark green 
Bloom: Small, yellow, 5 petals, 5 sepals 
Flowering time: Late spring to summer 
Fruit: Small, cylindrical capsule 
Distribution: Western Panhandle and mid to lower  
 peninsula 
Growing conditions  
Light: Full sun 
Water: Dry 
Soil: Prefers sandy, well-drained  
Propagation: Seed 
Motility: None 
Maintenance: None 
Availability: Native plant nurseries 
Comments: Leaves contain oil glands – aromatic odor when crushed; excellent ground cover for sunny, well-drained 

sandy soil. 
 
References: 

Nelson, Gil, 1996, The Shrubs and Woody Vines of Florida: Pineapple Press, Inc., Sarasota, Florida, 391 p. 
Osorio, R. 2001. A Gardener’s Guide to Florida’s Native Plants. University Press of Florida, Gainesville, FL. 
Wunderlin, R.P. 2003. Guide to Vascular Plants of Florida, Second Edition. University Press of Florida, 

Gainesville, FL. 
Wunderlin, R.P. and B.F. Hansen. 2011. Atlas of Florida Vascular Plants http://plantatlas.usf.edu/ 

Information compiled by George Kish 
Photo by Shirley Denton 

Membership in the Florida Native Plant Society enables you to receive their 
wonderful quarterly magazine The Palmetto. Joining the SNPS also entitles 
you to membership privileges in the Suncoast Native Plant Society and a 
subscription to their monthly newsletter The Suncoast Grapevine.  Contact 
the membership chair, Shirley Denton, at 986-6485. 

 Check pertinent category: 
 
 Individual/Renewal  $35          Not-for-profit 
 Full time student  $15                   organization $50 
 Library subscription  $15        Business or 
 Family or household  $50            corporate  $125 
 Contributing  $75      Supporting $100 
 Life $1,000   Donor  $250 

Make check payable to FNPS. 
Detach and mail to: 
FNPS 
P.O. Box 278 
Melbourne, FL  32902-0278  
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Suncoast Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.            
P.O. Box 1158 
Seffner, FL  33583-1158  

    
                                  

  
 
 
 

Photo by Shirley Denton  
 
Please deliver to: 
 

Newsletter Submissions 
Deadline for the next issue: 

JUNE 1 

Please send articles and original 
artwork for The Suncoast Grapevine 

to Shawna Everidge, by the 
deadline of this month. Text should 
be in MS Word; graphics should be 
in a standard graphic format (.jpg, 

.bmp, .gif). Previously published 
artwork should be accompanied by a 
letter of permission from the original 

publisher. 
Email… 

severidge@plantcitygov.com  

Meeting Location 
 

The Suncoast Native Plant 
Society, Inc. meets the third 
Wednesday of the month @ 
7pm @ the Hillsborough 
County Extension Service 
office in Seffner. 
 

SNPS Web Address 
http://www.SuncoastNPS.org 

 

DIRECTIONS TO:  
Hillsborough County  

Extension  
5339 County Road 579  

Seffner 
 
Take I-4 to Exit 10 (just east of I-

75). Go south for two blocks.  
The office is at the corner of 
Old Hillsborough Road and 

County Road 579.  

Activities & Committee Chairs 
 

Field Trips          
       Ron Huston                     951-0946 
Publications 

Dick Wunderlin             977-6484  
George Kish                  920-0853 

Librarian 
       Vikki Sinclair                   989-2896 
Membership 
       Janet Bowers                   759-2822 
Newsletter Editor 
      Shawna Everidge              659-4298 
      Mike Fite, Assistant          977-0892 
Programs  
      Troy Springer         967-4538 
Publicity 
      Shawna Everidge         659-4298 
Outreach 
        Ron Chicone  803-603-8912 
USF Plant Sales 
        Troy Springer         967-4538 
USF Botanical Garden Liaison  
        Kim Hutton         974-2329 
Chapter Representative 
        Troy Springer            967-4538 
Webmaster 
       Shirley Denton                986-6485 
Conservation 
       Open 

Board of Directors 
President 
 Shirley Denton 
president@suncoastnps.org   

 
Vice-president 
 Troy Springer 
troy@springerenvironmental.com  

 
Secretary 
 Devon Higgenbotham 
archiveproperties@comcast.net   
Treasurer 
 Daphne Lambright 
daphne.lambright@verizon.net  

 
Board Members 
 Ron Huston 
RonLHuston@cs.com  
 Ron Chicone 
rchicone@yahoo.com  
 Janet Bowers 
 jbowers27@yahoo.com  


