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Caladesi Memories 
Presented by Terry Fortner 

Wednesday, November 18, 2009 @ 7pm 
Myrtle Scharrer Betz (1895-1992) experienced pioneer life first hand growing up on her family’s 156-acre  

homestead on Caladesi Island.  The home the Scharrers made on Caladesi was an early tourist destination; 
hundreds of photos document the steady stream of visitors who arrived by boat to visit and to enjoy 

Henry's (Myrtles’ father) guided tour of island landmarks. 

 

When Myrtle reached the age of 87 she took the time to write about her memories of growing up on 
Caladesi Island.  These memoirs became Yesteryear I Lived in Paradise, published in a revised 

third edition by University of Tampa Press. “Told with compelling honesty and humanity, this 
tale by the only child ever born on Caladesi Island captures the natural wonders, discomforts, 
challenges, and joys of pioneer life on a Florida West Coast barrier island, spanning the time 
from when Henry first arrived from Switzerland in 1883 until his death in 1934 . . .  more than 
130 historic illustrations provide a visual legacy to complement Myrtle’s narrative.” 

 

At 7:00 p.m. on  November 18, 2009, Myrtle’s granddaughter, Terry Fortner, will present  
Caladesi Memories, to the Suncoast Native Plant Society.  The talk will be accompanied by  

projected images of the authentic island homestead photos.  The book Yesteryear I Lived in Paradise 
will be available for sale, $20 paperback, $30 hardcover. Proceeds from the sale of the book benefit 
the Henry Scharrer Memorial Fund which supports preservation, education and conservation  

activities at Caladesi Island State Park.   
 For more information on Caladesi Memories visit the website at www.caladesimemories.com 

 
 - Submitted by Bob Upcavage 

The Florida Native Plant Society was organized in 1980 to promote the 
preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native plants and native 
plant communities of Florida. For more information about the Florida Native 
Plant Society, please visit our web site: www.fnps.org  
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USF Plant Sale Update 
 
The USF Fall Plant Sale was held on October 15th and 16th, and I would like to say that it was a hit!  We put together a pretty 
good team, and everyone worked very hard to help set it up, and run the sale.  The most anticipated part of the sale was the 
fact that we débuted our new canopy.  Many people commented on how wonderful it looks, and it may have brought more 
people to our booth.  Also, our plant suppliers brought a very nice selection of high quality plants, and our quantity was high 
enough to still have plenty of plants for Sunday. 
 
Friday we set up all the tables and began setting up plants and signs.  It went very well, for we had plenty of help.  Mike 
Fite, Harriett Wright, James Wheeler, Troy Springer and Bunny Worth consisted of the Friday crew.  I was pleased 
with how fast and stress free it was that day. 
 
The next day was not so stress free!  I learned the hard way how little details took much longer to get done than anticipated.  
Then the shoppers came in, and it was a little overwhelming.  The Saturday volunteers really worked together to get the  
details done, help shoppers with questions, and get them checked out.  That was the 
biggest rush I have ever seen in a Fall Sale.  The Saturday volunteers were Merrilee 
Wallbrun, Troy Springer, Kim Frieland, Daphne Lambright, Jane Halil, James 
Wheeler, Ilka Baker, Carmel van Hoek, Harriett Wright, and Devon 
Higginbotham. 
 
Sunday was much more relaxed however, sales were still very good.  Having the sur-
plus of plants really seemed to boost sales for Sunday.  Books and seed sales were  
actually better on Sunday than on Saturday.  Our Sunday volunteers were Kristina 
Herz, Harriett Wright, Debbie Butts, Ron Huston, Troy Springer, Daphne  
Lambright, Joan Hoffman, and Bunny Worth. 
 
Our gross plant sales were approximately $3,300.00. We had a gross of approximately 
$3,900.00 with plants, seeds, books, and memberships combined.  I want to give a  
special thank you to James Wheeler for the fantastic job at selling plants, to Kristina 
Herz for supplying lunches to all our volunteers, to Daphne Lambright for all the  
details she handled that I would have overlooked, and to Sally Sun for all the years of 
her service to the sales, and for the development that she has put into making the sale 
what it is today. 
 
-Submitted by Troy Springer   

A PROFUSION OF RICHES (FOR SQUIRRELS) 
 

If you have oak trees you will be aware that  this year they have produced a superabundance of acorns. The reason?  This is a 
“mast year” for oaks, at least for Laurel Oaks and Live Oaks, the kind in my neighborhood. After a number of years of limited 
acorn production, a mast year comes along, and we are suddenly ankle deep in acorns. 
 

What’s the result of a mast year, at least from the point of view of an Oak tree? Since 
baby squirrels and the young of other acorn eaters are made out of acorns, small crops 
keep seed-predator populations low. Then, during a mast year, many seeds will escape 
predation. Masting also has other, more complex ecological effects. 
 

To learn a lot more about masting in trees, follow this link to a 2005 article in American 
Scientist:  http://www.hastingsreserve.org/OakStory/AmerSciMastKoenig_05.pdf  (To 
get to the article on my computer I had to hold down the control key while clicking on 
the link, then go to page two of the article, since page one was blank.) 

- Submitted by Harriett Wright 
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Field Trip Review 
A sturdy group met in October to visit the Citrus Tract of Withlacoochee State For-
est.  We walked a short section of the Florida trail looking for wildflowers, birds, spi-
ders, and other wonderful Florida natives.  A highlight was finding an old turpentine 
tree that still had the sap guides in the cat face.  When we reached the zenith of our 
trip, the wildflowers gave us a show.  Blooming calamint, goldenasters, garberia, and 
lots of other good stuff.  We spent lots of time watching butterflies flit from one 
garberia inflorescence to another.  I think we all agreed that this was a well spent 
Sunday morning!         -Submission and photos, Shirley Denton 

THANK YOU! 
October plant donors…. 
Mary Miller 
Bob Upcavage 
Harriett Wright 
James Wheeler 
Rick Krikorian 

Refreshments: Mike & Barbara Fite 
Ink Jet Cartridges: Susan Watson 

CYPRESS CREEK FIELD TRIP 
This week, three SNPS members, Gail Parsons, Dan Duerr and myself enjoyed  
Cypress Creek, a  SWFWMD recreation area located in south central Pasco County. 
We used the Parkway Boulevard access where there is ample parking. 
 

In November, this part of Cypress Creek has many fields of goldenrod dispersed 
among the pines and palmettos. The blazing star was also very showy. In addition to 
the pine flatwoods, there are many wetlands that have been enhanced for flood  
control in prior years. 
 

Another  interesting feature of Cypress Creek is its very dry floodplain.  The group 
walked a high earthen berm overlooking the creek bed. Speculation was that the berm 
could have been an old logging tram because many old cypress tree stumps could still 
be seen.                                                                - photo and submission, Mike Fite 
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Suncoast Calendar 
To submit information to the Calendar, email Bob Upcavage: eco@upcavage.cnc.net   

Programs for 2009 

 January 21—George Kish: 
Plant Phenology and Climate Change 
 February 17—Juliet Rynear: 
The Rare Plant Conservation Program at Bok Tow-
ers 
 March 18—Don Roberts: 
The Coastal Conservation Association 
 April 15—Troy Springer: 
The Native Landscaping Trade 
 May 20—Cliff Brown: 
Plants for Attracting Native Hummingbirds 
 June 17—Craig Huegel: 
Designing a Landscape for Wildlife 
 July 15—Karina Veaudry: 
The Status of Conservation in Florida 
 August 19—Prem Subrahmanyam: 
Florida Orchids 
 September 16—SNPS Membership: 
Garden Tips, Tricks, Trips and Trials 
 October 21—Jerry Upcavage: 
The General Principals of Pruning 
 November 18—Terry Fortner: 
Caladesi Memories 

Field Trip: Caladesi Island 
November 22nd 

 

Carmel Van Hoek has volunteered to lead our November Field Trip.  We plan to visit Caladesi  
Island.  Caladesi is off the Pinellas County coast, so we get there by going to Honeymoon Island State Park 

and taking a ferry over to the island.  The first ferry leaves at 10 am.  We want to be there early so that we 
can all be on the first boat out.  We can only stay on the island 4 hours, so we’ll use it to explore and 

botanize.  People can bring lunch or snack and there is a food near the ferry dock.  The park  
entrance fee is  $4/person or $8/a car with 2-8 people.  The ferry costs $10.   

 

 Caladesi has been named award winning beach several times and is most always in 
 the top ten named.  Less known is the interior which has dunes supporting coastal 

 pine forests.  Wading birds can be abundant if the wind is favorable.  When we 
 come back to Honeymoon, people may want to spend the rest of the day visiting  
 the north end of the island (there is an eagle’s nest and several osprey nests) or 
 visiting the Visitor’s Center (good views). 

 
Please contact Shirley Denton (ecotypes@myrapidsys.com or 813-625-5031) if you plan to come. 
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Make check payable to FNPS. 
Detach and mail to: 
FNPS 
P.O. Box 278 
Melbourne, FL  32902-0278  

 

Membership in the Florida Native Plant Society enables you to receive their 
wonderful quarterly magazine The Palmetto. Joining the SNPS also entitles 
you to membership privileges in the Suncoast Native Plant Society and a 
subscription to their monthly newsletter The Suncoast Grapevine.  Contact 
the membership chair, Shirley Denton, at 986-6485. 

 

 Check pertinent category: 
 
 New Member/Gift $25  
 Individual/Renewal  $35          Not-for-profit 
 Full time student  $15                   organization $50 
 Library subscription  $15        Business or 
 Family or household  $50            corporate  $125 
 Contributing  $75      Supporting $100 
 Life $1,000   Donor  $250 

Florida Native Plant Society Membership Application 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 New Member   Renewal 
 

Name _______________________________________________________ 
        
Business name or  organization _______________________________________ 
                        
Address _____________________________________________________        
 

City, State and Zip _______________________________________________ 
        
Home phone ____________________  Email  _________________________ 
 

PLANT PROFILE 
Common name: Bushy bluestem 
Botanical name: Andropogon glomeratus var. pumilus (Vasey) Vasey ex L.H. Dewey 
Family: Poaceae 
Zone: 5 to 11 
Plant Habit: Clumping or colony-forming perennial 
Habitat: Wet Flatwoods, meadows, pastures, ditches 
Size: 3-5 feet (h); 1 ft (w) 
Leaves: 6-24 inches long blades; 0.25-0.5 in. wide 
Stems:  Erect and straight culms 
Bloom: Dense, bushy, silvery white changing to tan 
Flowering time: Summer to fall 
Distribution: Statewide 
Growing conditions 
Light: Full to part sun 
Water:  Wet to moist, may adapt to dry conditions 
Soil: Sandy, well-drained to organic 
Propagation: Seed 
Motility: Slowly by self-sown seeds 
Maintenance: Annual pruning to ground in late winter 
Availability: Native plant nurseries 
Comments: Common along roadside ditches; three other varieties are less common: Andropogon glomeratus var. 

glomeratus, Andropogon glomeratus var. glaucopsis, and Andropogon glomeratus var. hirsutior 

  
References: 
Taylor, Walter K., 2009, A guide to Florida grasses: University Press of Florida, Gainesville, Florida, 361 p. 
Wunderlin, R.P. and B.F. Hansen, 2003, Guide to Vascular Plants of Florida, 2nd ed., University Press of Florida, Gainesville, Florida, 787 p. 
Wunderlin, R.P. and B.F. Hansen, 2008, Atlas of Florida Vascular Plants: University of South Florida, Institute of Systematic Botany  
(http://plantatlas.usf.edu/) 
Yarlett, L.L., 1996, Common grasses of Florida and the Southeast: Florida Native Plant Society, Spring Hill, Florida, 167 p. 
Information compiled by George R. Kish 
Photos by Bob Upcavage, Dennis Gerard 
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Suncoast Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.            
P.O. Box 1158 
Seffner, FL  33583-1158  
    
                                  

  
 
 

 Please deliver to: 
 

Newsletter Submissions 
Deadline for the next issue: 

DEC 2 

Please send articles and original 
artwork for The Suncoast Grapevine 

to Shawna Everidge, by the deadline 
of this month. Text should be in MS 

Word; graphics should be in a 
standard graphic format (.jpg, .bmp, 
.gif). Previously published artwork 

should be accompanied by a letter of 
permission from the original 

publisher. 
Email… 

severidge@plantcitygov.com 

Meeting Locations 
 

Suncoast Native Plant Society, 
Inc. meets the third Wednesday 
of the month at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Hillsborough Extension office 

in Seffner. 
 

SNPS Web Address: 
http://www.SuncoastNPS.org 

 
DIRECTIONS TO:  

Hillsborough County  
Extension  

5339 County Road 579,  
Seffner. 

 
Take I-4 to Exit 10 (just East 

of I-75). Go South for two 
blocks.  The office is at the 
corner of Old Hillsborough 
Road, and County Road 

579.  

Activities & Committee Chairs 
 

Field Trips         
       Shirley Denton               986-6485 
Publications 

Dick Wunderlin             977-6484 
George Kish                   920-0853 

Librarian 
       Vikki Sinclair                989-2896 
Membership 
       Shirley Denton               986-6485 
Newsletter Editor 
      Shawna Everidge            659-4289 
      Mike Fite, Assistant        977-0892 
Programs and Publicity 
      Bob Upcavage                  
Outreach 
       Troy Springer                967-4538 
USF Plant Sale 
        Vacant  
USF Botanical Garden Liaison  
        Kim Hutton        974-2329 
Chapter Representative 
        Kristina Herz 
Webmaster 
       Shirley Denton               986-6485 
Conservation 
       Ron Chicone          

Officers &  
Board of Directors 

 

President 
 Troy Springer  

 

Vice-president 
 Bob Upcavage                 

 

Secretary 
 Kristina Herz                  
Treasurer 
 Daphne Lambright 

 

Board Members 
 Shirley Denton         
 Ron Chicone 
  
The SNPS BOD meets regularly at a variety of  
locations. If you are interested in attending a 
BOD meeting, please check the location at a 

monthly membership meeting or call Troy 
Springer at 813-967-4538. 


