Suncoast Native Plant Society, Board of Directors Meeting- Notes
November 8, 2021 – 7 pm, on Zoom
The meeting began at 7 pm: Virginia, Niki, Steve, Mike, Tina, Shirley and Janet attending. The meeting was held remotely
via Zoom.
1. Minutes: The October minutes were posted to the website.
2. Treasurer’s Report: Niki Cribbs
•
•

Niki sent the report to the board via email.
Niki noted that we have a large budget surplus this year.

3. Grants and Expenditures: Virginia Overstreet and Niki Cribbs
•
•
•
•
•
•

A motion was made and carried to give Troy a $200 gas gift card for transport and shopping for the plant sale.
No decision was made as to whether we replace the lost canopy. Troy would like to be involved in discussions.
Virginia suggested ordering tablecloths with our logo for at least 2 tables.
Niki will look into ordering featherflags to advertise our space at plant sales and events.
Niki will also look into costs to get a Zoom account to replace Go-to-Meeting when that expires in April. Shirley
suggested using techsoup.org.
The board agreed to raise our donation to FANN in order to get additional boxes of brochures.

4. PR Report:
•
•
•
•

Anita knows a t-shirt printer who could set up an account for us to order new t-shirts. Members would order
and pay for their own shirts. Shirley is sending the graphics to Virginia.
There was a discussion on Suncoast tabling at community events and whether that is a useful activity. Shirley
suggested using a tablet and personal wifi hotspot to sign up members at events.
Troy has given us additional FANN brochures. He says we should not put out the older versions.
Virginia has the “Welcome to the Neighborhood” handouts from FNPS.

5. Gardens and Outreach: Tina Patterson and Virginia Overstreet
•
•
•
•

Virginia will visit and take photos at the Lettuce Lake entrance and took suggestions on plants for that area.
New signs for Suncoast- maintained gardens will be reviewed by Shirley and Janet before printing.
Shirley suggested adding QR codes to new signs which will take viewers to the FNPS plant database.
Virginia will ask Kenny Gil to send recent photos of the Middleton native plant garden. Some changes or
additional maintenance may be needed to satisfy administration concerns.

6. Membership Meetings/Speakers: Virginia Overstreet and Shirley Denton
•
•
•
•

November 17- board elections, Ginny Stibolt, speaker
No December meeting or party. Members will be invited to sign up for the Camp Bayou planting on December 4.
There will be a garden workday on December 28.
For January and February-- we will try for Seminole Heights Library again for February ; January on Zoom.
Tina will invite Neal Halstead to speak one of the months and the other to be a member discussion on planting
situations. Members send photos and ask for help.

7. Field Trips/Campouts: Steve Dickman/Tina Patterson/Shirley Denton
•
•
•

November – Little Manatee River State Park – Steve and Tina.
No field trip in December.
Fall Camping Trips: Collier Seminole SP, December 10-13. We have 5 at CS and 8 people. A possible mangrove
tunnel kayak on the Turner River, not FNPS sponsored. Shirley will be there a week ahead and will report on
possible trips.

8. Plant Sale – April 8 – 10 (?) 2022
•
•
•
•

Virginia will write a newsletter article describing the work of a plant sale coordinator and asking for a volunteer
to take that position.
The board agreed to order no more than 4 tables for our space.
Niki sent payment to USF for the Fall Sale using the form from Spring 2020. She also sent her contact
information so that we receive timely notice on the Spring 2022 Sale. She has not heard back yet.
David Moore, USF event coordinator for the Botanical Gardens, grows Encyclia tampensis and is interested in
selling. Virginia will find out if we can get them for resale or if he is just offering them to individuals.

9. Nominating Committee and Elections –
•
•
•

Barbara Fite, Linda Steele-Green and Merrilee Wallbrunn
Janet does not want to serve on the board again. Everyone else is returning.
Elections to be held at the November meeting. New officers are elected by the board in December.

10. Newsletter: Shirley Denton
•
•
•

Submissions for the December newsletter should be sent by November 25.
Shirley will publish a short December newsletter.
We would like to solicit photos and stories about Gar from past and present members. Shirley will compile them
for the newsletter and we will send a copy to Eileen.

Action Items:
Virginia: Lettuce Lake entrance, Middleton, plant coordinator Shirley: Fakahatchee hikes, t-shirt graphics to Virginia
Anita: t-shirts Niki: Zoom, featherflags Tina: Neal Halstead, Camp Bayou Steve: LMRSP hike plan
The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm.
The next Board of Directors meeting is Tuesday, December 7 with the newly elected board of directors.
Thank you to Janet for her service on the board.
Tina (Mable C) Patterson, SNPS secretary

