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Can I Grow it? / Should I Grow it Here? 
Implications of Moving Species Outside of Their Natural Ranges 

by Shirley Denton 
 

“Native” is a relative term. Moving native species outside their ecological ranges can cause problems such as 
hybridization, loss of genetic diversity, and horticultural issues. Shirley Denton, PhD, plant ecologist, Suncoast 
Chapter member, a former president of FNPS, and your current newsletter editor will speak on "Can I Grow It 
Here? The implications of growing native plants outside their natural ranges.”  Expect some disruptions to your 
assumptions.  Expect to ponder questions that you may not have considered. 

Did you know? 

According to a recent article in the Washington Post, the number of places 
known to support bumblebees has plummeted by 46% in the US and Canada as 
a result of extreme temperatures.  The long-term prognosis for these important 
pollinators is unknown.  Washington Post, Feb. 20, 2020 by Chris Mooney 

Bumblebee sleeping on a flower by John Lampkin.  Males never return to the nest once they 
leave. This could be a male or a female that got caught in the cold. Pic was shot 11/8/16 at 7:35 
in the morning so it could have been chilly. Evidently this one flew into a spider web! 

This is an online meeting.  We will send you a link the day before the meeting. 

We will be back with in-person meetings and field trips as soon as it is safe to do so. 

April 15, 7:00 pm 
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Botanical Travels 
By Shirley Denton 
 

This past month, your editor disappeared into her van and drove west, staying for nearly a month and putting 
over 5000 miles on the vehicle, meeting her objective of finding the desert in bloom.  She found it in the 
mountains of northwestern Arizona and across the river in eastern California.  There had been lots of rain in the 
preceding month, and based on elevation, there were many different wildflower and desert vistas. 

Please enjoy a sample from my visit. 

Mohave Valley, AZ.  Brittlebush                                        Wash north of Needles, CA, Aho lily 

Growing Now In Our Florida Gardens 
 

Coral Bean, Erythrina herbacea 

Photo by Mike Fite 

 

  

 

Join FNPS to join our Suncoast Chapter, 
https://fnps.org/participate/membershipinfo 
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Pricklypoppy (Argemone albiflora and A. mexicana) 
Profile by Shirley Denton  
 

Family: Papaveraceae (Poppy)  

Type of Plant: An annual (sometimes biennial) herbaceous 
flowering plant.  

Size: Typically about 1.5-2.5 ft with white pricklypoppy (A. 
albiflora) typically being larger and bushier than the yellow (A. 
mexicana).  

Leaves: Alternate, decidedly prickly.  

Flowers: Large, 4-to-6 petalled flowers.  White or yellow.  

Flowering time: Mostly in spring but sporadic flowering in other 
warm months. 

Fruit: A prickly capsule with many seeds.  

Habitat/distribution: Disturbed areas. 

Soil:  Sandy.  

Light: Full sun to very light shade.  

Water: Thrives in dry soils.  Very drought tolerant. 

Propagation: Seed.  Seed sown by scattering fresh seed will 
produce some plants shortly after sowing and watering.     Once 
established in the garden, it will readily reseed. 

Availability: Collect fresh seeds (be sure you have landowner 
permission).   

Wildlife uses:  Bees and beetles are attracted to the plant as 
pollinators but, at least for yellow pricklypoppy, self-pollination is 
important.   

Considerations:  Prickly, so not fun to thin.  Has both toxic and 
medicinal properties. 

Natural Range:  Both are native to the Southeastern US from 
Virginia to Texas to Florida.  Naturalized to the north.  A. 
mexicana has a range that extends into the Caribbean and Central 
America down to tropical South America  A. albiflora is also 
known from a disjunct area in the southern high desert in 
California. 

KEY REFERENCES 

Florida Native Plant Society. 2019. https://fnps.org/plants/plant/argemone-albiflora and https://fnps.org/plants/plant/argemone-mexicana.  

Wunderlin, R. P., B. F. Hansen, A. R. Franck, and F. B. Essig. 2020. Atlas of Florida Plants (http://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/). [S. M. Landry and K. 
N. Campbell (application development), USF Water Institute.] Institute for Systematic Botany, University of South Florida, Tampa. 

Argemone spp. 

White pricklypoppy.  A. albiflora.. 

 

Yellow pricklypoppy.  A. mexicana. 
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Newsletter Submissions 
Deadline for May Newsletter:  April 25 

Send contributions to Shirley Denton at ecotypes@outlook.com. 

Contributions should be original, with references where appropriate.  
Photographs and drawings should belong to the submitter or submitted along 
with written permission from the owner,  and be of appropriate resolution for 
printing (a width of 1000 pixels is generally adequate for this newsletter, but 
err toward larger so that they pictures can be cropped if needed).  All 
submissions should be in formats standardly used in documents and readable 
on Windows PCs. 

Submissions will be reviewed for accuracy with preference for being 
relevant to the FNPS mission and local environmental events. 

Suncoast Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.            
P.O. Box 1158 
Seffner, FL  33583-1158  

    
  

  

Please deliver to: 

  

All content copyrighted by the Suncoast 
Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society, 
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