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The Florida Native Plant Society was organized in 1980 to promote the preservation, conserva-
tion, and restoration of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida. For more 
information about the Florida Native Plant Society, please visit our web site: www.fnps.org 

JANUARY CHAPTER MEETING 
At the Hillsborough County Extension Office 

    Transforming an Old Pool into a Native Garden 
Presented by Janet Bowers  

 Wednesday, January 16, 7 PM   
  

             

   Pools are great when you have kids that like to swim and don’t mind keeping it 

clean, my pool had long been neglected and needed a makeover.  I finally got up the 

nerve to have it demoed and ended up with a blank slate to plant some of my favor-

ite native plants in.   
 

  Over the past 14 years I have listened to many speakers, read many books and done 

trial and error planting in other parts of my yard.  I am not a landscaper but I have 

been a gardener since I was young and natives just make it better.  Bringing differ-

ent insects into close proximity, seeing plants go from babies to their full glory and 

watching the birds attracted to my bird feeder (and the plants like elderberry) has 

been wonderful!  The creation of a new area was very entertaining for me and I hope 

to share a tip or 2 that will help you create a Native Plant Wonderland in your yard.     

      
About the Speaker: 
 

   Janet is a plant lover from way back and progressed from Master Gardener talk attendee to Native plant fan in 2004.  

She has a BS in Biology (from way back) but has mostly been a mainframe computer programmer for the past 30 years. 

Janet has had many SNPS jobs - secretary, VP, plant sale volunteer, newsletter contributor and editor, FNPS chapter 

rep, registration desk at a FNPS conference and yes, even SNPS president. 

 

Light refreshments are served and a native plant auction follows the presentation. 

 

      -  submitted by Janet Bowers 
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UPCOMING SPEAKERS-  

 

February 20 – Chris Hanni, “Dispersion and Impacts of Texas Phoenix Palm decline on Sabal pal-

metto at the Golden Aster Preserve”.  Chris is a graduate student at the school of GeoSciences  

University of South Florida.  His goal is to increase awareness of the disease and how it’s im-

pacting the Sabal palmetto (our state tree). (This meeting may be at an alternate location, infor-

mation will be sent out after final details are worked out.) 

 

March 20 - TBD  

   Thanks for helping with the November meeting  - 
  

    Virginia Overstreet for bringing snacks 
   Janet Bowers, JoAnn Hoffman and others for bringing plants for the auction 

 

     A special thank you to Joel Jackson for being our auctioneer                   

 

 

 
 

SNPS Board for 2019 
 

President - Open 

Vice President  - Virginia Overstreet  

Treasurer - Niki Cribbs  

Secretary - Tina Patterson   

At Large -  Shirley Denton  

At Large -  Mike Fite   

 
Thanks very much to the people returning as officers and  

some long time members returning to the Board. 

 
We’re still looking for a couple more people, please join us! 
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Monarchs and Milkweeds, 2018-2019 

 
Two days before Christmas, I met up with Tonya VanHook and local volunteer Deva in 

a ditch next to Morris Bridge Road. Fortunately, Tonya had borrowed a pair of waders 

because the water was around 2 feet deep in places. Tonya was measuring heights, 

counting stems and looking for eggs or caterpillars on Asclepias perennis growing in the 

ditch. Deva recorded her observations and I kept a lookout for the plants, many of 

which were completely submerged. A number of plants showed feeding damage but 

there was little other evidence of monarch activity. We did find a stranded 4th instar 

caterpillar and Tonya collected a male monarch that was hit by a car as we watched. 

Tonya VanHook is an entomologist and researcher who lives in Tennessee. She is com-

paring the tropical (non-native)milkweed Asclepias curassavica and the native milk-

weed which also grows year-round, Asclepias perennis to see if the monarchs use these 

two plants in different ways and whether they pose increased risk for the parasite 

Ophryocystis elektroscirrha (OE). Because she can only be here a few times a year, she 

has enlisted volunteers to monitor and record observations.  
 

Tonya is still looking for people to help with the 

Morris Bridge site and she would like to find a sec-

ond site in the county, preferably on public land. 

We are looking into Lettuce Lake as a possibility 

but if anyone knows of an area where A. perennis is 

plentiful, we would be interested in that infor-

mation. 
 

Tonya would also like to find people who are 

growing A. perennis in a garden setting. If you 

have the native aquatic milkweed in your garden, 

she would like to enlist you or get your permission 

to have a volunteer take observations in your yard 

once a month.  
 

Monarch populations are in serious decline. The overwintering of monarch butterflies in Florida and the OE parasite 

problem with tropical milkweed are only a small part of that picture, but one that should be researched. No one knows 

what changes this amazing species will encounter in the coming decades.  
 

If you would like to volunteer your time or offer access to your native milkweed 

patch, or if you know of a site for a second wild plant study, Tonya would like to 

hear from you. I am also looking for someone to help me record observations at 

Lettuce Lake and am flexible on times or days if you want to join me there.  Email 

me, Tina Patterson, at mablepatterson@hotmail.com to get in touch. I will send 

you more information on the study and help you get set up with Tonya.  
 

Tina Patterson 

SNPS secretary 

Websites for more info- 
•Monarchwatch.org 

•Plantatlas.usf.edu 

•Plantmilkweed.org 

•PFAF.org 

•monarchinitiative.org 

 

Facebook:  

        Monarch-Milkweed Initiative @ St. Marks NWR 

 

Email:  

 Monarchmilkweedinitiative@gmail.com 

 



  Page 4    The Suncoast Grapevine -  January 2019 

 

 

                      Mark Your Calendar  
 

Jan 5 9:00   Lettuce Lake Walk, meet by the Audubon Resource Center building 

Jan 19  Florida Arbor Day - plant a native tree or two!   

            Feb 9, 10:30  Introduction to Plant ID at Brooker Creek Preserve www.brookercreekpreserve.org  

   FNPS News…. 
         
     The Florida Native Plant Society's 39th Annual 

Conference "Transitions" will be May 16-19, 2019 at the Planta-

tion on Crystal River, 9301 West Fort Island Trail, Crystal River, 

FL 34429  Information at www.fnps.org/conference/2019 

SNPS News 
 Don’t forget to send Tina any volunteer hours so that 

she can enter it on the FNPS website 

 We  need new Board members  - please let Tina or Vir-

ginia know if you can help. 

 If you are interested in attending a Board meeting please 

check with Tina or Virginia to get more info. The next 

board meeting will be at Bob Evans, Seffner, at I-4 and 

CR 579 (11720 Gateway Blvd) at 5:00 pm on January 16, 

2019.  

 SNPS donated $250 to FNPS for the Warea land acquisi-

tion project . 

 The board is investigating alternative meeting sites that 

might appeal to more members, let them know if you 

have suggestions. 

 SNPS still needs a volunteer to lead the maintenance of 

the native plant part of  the HCC Plant City garden. 

 

  Blackwater Creek Wagon Tour, 11/17/18. 

  It was a chilly day but we had good attendance on our November wagon 

trip.  We went all the way to the creek and had several opportunities to get 

out and  see the plants 

close up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is a short video from Chris Kiddy on the Blackwater Creek Wagon Tour, 11/17/18. 

  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ibdXM72jgYc&feature=youtu.be 
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2019 Field Trip schedule - tentative    

      

Feb 23- Golden Aster Preserve - in conjunction with the February speaker 

March 23- Balm Boyette Scrub Preserve - maybe a wagon trip  

    May 16-19 -  FNPS conference 

     

        

 January  15      
            Alafia Scrub Nature Preserve 
 

    Where:   10243 Elbow Bend Rd, Riverview, FL 33578 

    When:   9:30 AM    

          
 
Here's another short weekday field trip to an often overlooked place. Alafia 
Scrub Preserve sits on the lower Alafia River. The 80-acre preserve was ac-
quired in 1998 through the ELAPP program. The varied habitats include ham-

mock, scrub, creeks, ravines and tidal marsh. Prickly pear cactus, golden aster and gopher apple in 
the upland section give way to swamp azalea, giant leather fern and jack-in-the-pulpit near the riv-
er. There are plenty of skinks and snakes as well. 
 
Please wear long pants, closed-toe shoes and a hat.  Bring water, sunscreen and insect repellent. 
There are no restrooms on site. 
 
 Call Tina Patterson 305-298-6381 or email mablepatterson@hotmail for information. 

 

 

Lettuce Lake Update  
From Tina Patterson 

 

       

  January 5 is the next Lettuce Lake walk., the walk is free, there is 

a $2 fee to enter the park.  Start 2019 off right with SNPS! 

 

  Please see page 6 for the 2019 Lettuce Lake Walk schedule. 
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   Join FNPS on-line - http://fnps.org/participate/membershipinfo 
 

When it comes time to renew, FNPS will send you an email with a link in it.  Your information will already be 

filled out, but you can edit it if it is out of date.  This link is unique to you and not to be shared with others.  

    Plant Profile  -   Lyreleaf  Sage 
         Salvia lyrata 
                Family  -     Lamiaceae 
 
   Lyreleaf sage is blooming in my yard already.  Usually I notice it in March 
along roads. It reseeds readily and the leaves are lovely even without blooming. 
It is a  hardy, perennial wildflower that is easy to grow.   
 

  Lyreleaf sage grows to be about a foot tall and attracts pollinators.  It prefers 
sun but does well in part sun also.  It can tolerate dry areas and I think it looks 
best in a group. 
 

        
     Plant Atlas link -  
          http://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/Plant.aspx?id=3524 
   

      FNPS link -                 
          https://www.fnps.org/plants/plant/salvia-lyrata 
  

                                  

                                               ~Janet Bowers 

     

The Future of SNPS Depends on You 
 

  In 2013, SNPS celebrated its 30 year anniversary, it is one of the longest existing 

chapters in FNPS and has a proud history of commitment to native plants.  Dr. Rich-

ard Wunderlin of the USF Plant Atlas fame belongs to our chapter!  Hillsborough County needs us for sure, 

it is a huge county with a wonderful collection of ELAPP conservation properties to enjoy and help monitor. 

More history at http://www.suncoastnps.org/contacts/snps-history/ 

 We need Board members to guide SNPS into the future.  You get to vote on what projects get funded by 

our grants, work on new ideas for outreach and even start your own project if you have the interest.  If you 

just want to dip your toe in the water and see how things work, that is fine also.   We need a couple more 

people to take on some of the responsibility so that we are sustainable and don’t over burden the 3 board 

members.   

  If your New Year’s resolution includes making a difference in your community then please help us.  If you 

believe in planting natives for wildlife then please help us.  If you want to expand your personal skills or 

need something to write on your resume then please help us.    Thank you,   Janet Bowers 
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Suncoast Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.            
P.O. Box 1158 
Seffner, FL  33583-1158  

    
 

 

Please deliver to: 
 

Newsletter Submissions 
Deadline for the next issue: 

February 1, 2019 

Please send articles and original 
artwork for The Suncoast Grapevine 
to Janet Bowers, by the deadline 
above-  jbowers27@yahoo.com 
 

SNPS Web Address 
http://www.SuncoastNPS.org 

 

We’re on Meet Up & Facebook 

 Activities & Committee Chairs 
 

Field Trips           (813) 
    Shirley Denton       625-5031  
 Librarian 
    Vikki Sinclair                     989-2896 
Membership 
     Devon Higginbotham       478-1183   
Newsletter Editor 
     Janet Bowers                    759-2822 
     Mike Fite, Assistant          977-0892 
Publicity/Social media 
      Andy Taylor            
Outreach 
      Open  
USF Plant Sales  

Open           
USF Botanical Garden Liaison  
      Kim Hutton                     974-2329 
Chapter Representative   
      Virginia Overstreet 
Webmaster 
       Shirley Denton        625-5031         

 2019 Board of Directors 
 

President 
  Open 

  
  

Vice-president 
 Virginia Overstreet 
  voverstr@tampabay.rr.com 
 

Treasurer 
 Niki Cribbs 
 cribbs813@gmail.com   
 
Secretary   
 Tina Patterson 
             mablepatterson@hotmail.com 

 

Board Members at Large 
  Mike Fite 
 fitemf@gmail.com 
  
 Shirley Denton 
 ecotypes@outlook.com  

Meetings are normally the 
third Wednesday of the month  

at 7 PM .  (no December meeting) 
 

DIRECTIONS TO:  
Hillsborough County Extension  

5339 County Road 579  
Seffner 

 

Take I-4 to Exit 10  
Go south on 579 for two blocks.  
Turn left on Old Hillsborough 

Ave and park on the North side of 
the office. 

http://www.SuncoastNPS.org

