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The Florida Native Plant Society was organized in 1980 to promote the preservation, conserva-
tion, and restoration of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida. For more 
information about the Florida Native Plant Society, please visit our web site: www.fnps.org 

FEBRUARY CHAPTER MEETING 

--- At the Seminole Heights Library  --- 

4711 Central Ave. 

Tampa, Florida 33603-3905  
 

    Dispersion and Impacts of Texas Phoenix Palm decline on  

Sabal palmetto at the Golden Aster Preserve 
 

Presented by Chris Hanni 
 Wednesday, February 20 at 7 PM   

 
 

Texas Phoenix Palm Decline (TPPD) is a new disease in Florida, first appearing between 

Tampa and Sarasota in 2006-2008. Hillsborough County has been an epicenter for the 

disease which has spread to 22 Florida counties and which affects several species of date palm as well as our state tree, 

the cabbage palm (Sabal palmetto). The disease is fatal and there is presently no cure.  
             

   About the Speaker:   Chris is a graduate student at the school of GeoSciences, University of South Florida.  His goal 

is to increase awareness of the disease and how it’s impacting the Sabal palmetto (our state tree). 

  Chris and his wife Rebekah are combat veterans (6 deployments). They have 2 children and have lived in Hills-

borough County since 2007. He has an A.S. in Computer Science, a B.S. in Environmental Microbiology and a Masters 

in Geography (GIS and Spatial Analysis). He is planning a PhD in Geography and Environmental Science Policy to 

start this fall. In his spare time he writes music and works on his 1977 CJ5.  
 

Light refreshments will not be served at the library, a native plant donation auction follows the presentation. 
 

      -  submitted by Virginia Overstreet 
 

      Note  - The Suncoast Chapter’s Board of Directors has designated February’s regular monthly  

       meeting to elect officers and the 2019 Board of Directors.  
   Chapter members in good standing may vote. 
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UPCOMING SPEAKERS-  

 

March 20 - A photography workshop with John Lampkin. Members are encouraged to bring 

their cameras and manuals. The March meeting will be in Seffner at the Extension Office  

 

April 17 -  TBD 

   Thanks for helping with the January meeting  - 
  

    Niki Cribbs for bringing snacks 
   Janet Bowers for bringing plants for the auction and free seeds 

 

     A special thank you to Joel Jackson for being our auctioneer                   

     THE GENUS LYONIA      Carmel vanHoek 

 
Lyonia was named after the Scottish gardener and American plant 

explorer, John Lyon.  The genus Lyonia is a member of the Erica-

ceae,  Greek for Heath Family.  There are some 35 species of Lyonia 

worldwide in North America, West Indies, Mexico and Asia.  Five Ly-

onia species are found here in Florida, some extending from the 

Coastal Plain into the Piedmont and mountains of our northeastern 

states.  All five Florida species have been vouchered in Hillsborough 

County.  
 

Lyonias are not easy to identify; when sterile (no fruit or flowers) 

they can look similar to other woody plants.  And they can, in some 

cases, look so much like each other.  The online USF Plant Atlas can 

help in the identification and recognition of the genus and its spe-

cies.  Look at the range maps, study the collected specimen photos 

as well as the color photos.  Read the plant labels for clues: where 

collected and when, habitat, date of flower/fruit, etc.   
 

Our Lyonia species consist of one tree and four shrubs, all spring 

bloomers.  Their leaves are simple, neither lobed nor compound, 

and are arranged alternately at different heights along the stem. The 

flowers have 5 sepals fused at their bases and 5 petals also basally fused , 10 stamens and 1 style and 

stigma.  The flowers are arranged in clusters on leafy or leafless branches, forming racemes or pani-

cles.  The fruit is a 5-parted dry capsule whose locules 

open when ripe to release numerous seeds looking like 

fine sawdust.   
 

Dichotomous keys are useful in leading quickly to distin-

guishing characters between species. Lyonia keys can be 

found in Wunderlin’s & Hansen’s Guide To the Vascular 

Plants of Florida of any edition;  Godfrey’s Trees, Shrubs 

and Woody Vines of Northern Florida & Adjacent Geor-

gia and Alabama, (includes line drawings of the speci-

mens), and Clewell’s Guide to the Vascular Plants of the 

Florida Panhandle.  Plant identification may require some 

magnification, a metric ruler, and just a little knowledge 

of botanical terminology.  

Lyonia lucida , Shiny Lyonia 
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(Lyonias, cont.)   Here are some descriptions of our five Lyonia species- 

 
Lyonia ferruginea, Rusty Staggerbush, is the one tree spe-

cies in our area whose crooked trunk and irregular branches 

can typically reach 20 ft. in height.  Though one specimen 

from Wakulla County made it onto the Champion Tree Na-

tional Register at 43ft!  The leathery leaves of Rusty Lyonia 

are persistent, the leaf edges smooth and revolute or turned 

under, the entire leaf blades often downwardly curved. 

Leaves are variably-shaped elliptic to obovate, 1-9cm. long 

(always include the petiole or leaf stalk, in the measure-

ment), 0.5-4.5cm wide; tapering narrowly to the short peti-

ole at its base and rounded at the apex but tipped with a 

short, hard point.  New leaves are rusty colored with small, 

rounded scales on both sides, and lose their rusty color as they mature, but often retain scurfy, gray 

scales. Spring blooming white flowers are sub-globose little urns (urceolate), 2-4 mm clustered in the 

leaf axils of flowering shoots,the leaves not reduced in size toward the top of the flowering shoots, (a 

very important character to note).  Fruits are 5-angled dry capsules, 3-6mm long.  Lyonia ferruginea is 

found usually in scrub and scrubby flatwoods of north and central Florida. 
 

Lyonia fruticosa, Coastal plain Staggerbush, or just Staggerbush, a shrub 1.5- 3 m in height, is so simi-

lar to Lyonia ferruginea, that it can be difficult to distinguish between the two.  Both can even be found 

co-existing in the same vicinity.  The ultimate branches of L. fruticosa are rigidly ascending whereas 

those of L. ferruginea, being a crooked tree, are more lax.  Measurements of leaves, flowers and fruit 

are similar to those of L. ferruginea.  Leaves are leathery and persistent, a dull green, flat and rarely 

are the edges rolled under; (examine several leaves); new leaves are rusty colored as are L. ferrugi-

nea.  The most dependable character is leaves becoming increasingly smaller towards the end of the 

flowering shoot.  The small white flowers now a bit ovoid-shaped urns, cluster in the leaf axils. Lyonia 

fruticosa is found mainly in scrub and flatwoods from Liberty County to south Florida.   
 

Lyonia lucida , Fetterbush, Shiny Lyonia, is perhaps the easiest for us to recognize by its shiny green 

leaves and usually pink flowers, that are sometimes white or red.  This species is 3-5m. tall with thick, 

persistent leaves that have a prominent vein  following the leaf edges.  Leaf edges are smooth and usu-

ally revolute; upper and lower leaf blades are gland-dotted. The flowers are cylindrical in shape, clus-

tered in the leaf axils, and hang down like pretty ornaments; the dry fruit capsule is ovoid.  This spe-

cies can be found in flatwoods and wet woodlands throughout Florida. (see pictures on page 2) 
 

Lyonia mariana, Piedmont Staggerbush, is a deciduous shrub that may not drop its leaves till spring, 

which has the clusters of spring blossoms appearing from leaf scars instead of leaf axils. It’s about 1.5 

m tall with upright stems and very little branching; young twigs are angled instead of round.  Leaves 

blades are mostly flat with smooth margins, usually elliptical in shape. Flowers are relatively long and 

cylindrically shaped, tips of the petals flaring upward, and the fruit ovoid.    Sepals are reddish-purple 

but the petals are white.  As far-reaching as this species is, from New York to Oklahoma, it is only occa-

sional in central Florida in flatwoods and creek swamps. 
 

Lyonia ligustrina var. foliosiflora, maleberry, the varietal name in Latin translating to “leafy flowers” 

describes the variety of Lyonia ligustrina from the southeastern U.S. Coastal Plain that includes Flori-

da.  The flowering shoots of our species are crowded with leaves while the species of the northern 

populations are not; however, some intergrading of this character does exist. Leaves are elliptic to 

ovate in shape, from 2-10 cm long and are a grayish green in color.  Leaf blades are mostly flat, leaf 

edges are minutely serrated, both leaf surfaces are sparsely hairy. Flowers are small, white, globose 

urns, fruit capsule is round.  This species is frequently found in central Florida north, and west to the 

Panhandle in flatwoods and bogs.   
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                      Mark Your Calendar  
 

  Suncoast events at  http://www.suncoastnps.org 

  Feb 6, 6:30 Pinellas Chapter, Shirley Denton - ‘Can I plant it here?’  

           More Pinellas info at http://pinellas.fnpschapters.org/ 

  Feb 9, 10:30  Introduction to Plant ID at Brooker Creek Preserve www.brookercreekpreserve.org 

  March 9 - Spring Obsession at Lakeland Munn Park, Heartland Chapter  native plant sale  

  April 13-14 USF Plant Sale  SNPS will be selling native plants 

  May 16-19 FNPS Conference, Crystal River 

   FNPS News…. 
         

     The Florida Native Plant Society's 39th Annu-

al Conference "Transitions" will be May 16-19, 2019 at the 

Plantation on Crystal River, 9301 West Fort Island Trail, Crystal River, 

FL 34429  Information at www.fnps.org/conference/2019 

SNPS News 
 Don’t forget to send Tina any volunteer hours so 

that she can enter it on the FNPS website 

 We  need new Board members  - please let Tina 

or Virginia know if you can help. 

 SNPS still needs a volunteer to lead the mainte-

nance of the native plant part of  the HCC Plant 

City garden. 

 

Conference Registration is Opening Soon! 

 

 Don’t delay -  

Reserve your spot on the fieldtrips and the 

special pricing on lodging.  

 

See you there! 

    

       The Suncoast Chapter’s Board of Directors has designated  

  February’s regular monthly meeting to elect officers  

    and the 2019 Board of Directors: 

 
       President 

               Open 

 

        Vice-president 

               Virginia Overstreet 

               vaoverstreet@gmail.com 

 

         Board Members at Large: 

           Mike Fite             fitemf@gmail.com 

           Shirley Denton  ecotypes@outlook.com 

           Steve Dickman palmettobug13@yahoo.com 

                  

Chapter members in good standing may vote. 

   Treasurer  

                Niki Cribbs 

                cribbs813@gmail.com 

    Secretary 

                 Tina Patterson 

                 mablepatterson@hotmail.com 
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2019 Field Trip schedule - tentative    

      

 March 23- TBD - maybe a wagon trip  

      May 16-19 -  FNPS conference 

     

        

 February 23  

            Golden Aster Scrub Preserve   
    Where:   12181 East Bay Road, Gibsonton, FL 33534  

    When:   9:00 AM    

          
 

The 1,181 acre preserve includes a ridge of endemic and imperiled scrub 
habitats surrounded by pine flatwoods and pockets of wet prairie, hard-
wood swamp and freshwater marsh. It is home to some rare species such 
as Florida goldenaster and Florida scrub jay. 
 
In February, the trail should be lined with several species 

of Polygala and Lyonia  as well as other early spring bloomers. The entire hiking trail is a 3-mile 
loop and is sunny and sandy but we will only walk as far as our energy and time take us. 
 
  Wear long pants, closed-toe shoes and a hat and bring water, sunscreen and insect repellant.   
  There was a portable toilet on site last year.  
 
        Call Tina Patterson 305-298-6381 or email mablepatterson@hotmail for information. 

 

 

 
Lettuce Lake Update  

From Tina Patterson 

 

       

  Lettuce Lake walks are the first Saturday of the 

month this year, the walk is free, there is a $2 fee to 

enter the park.    
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                   My New Favorite Local Plant Walk - Again                      - Janet Bowers 

 
  Last July I wrote about a loop walk in Green Swamp West Tract at the McNeil entrance.  I have been back 

several times since last July and this is still a great place to see plants.  (If you follow SNPS on Facebook, you 

may have seen my pics).   

 

September was lovely   -     Liatris                   Rayed rayless sunflower         Xyris      

 

 

 
October was pretty amazing -  

Carphephorus and honey-

combhead were among the many 

flowers that I saw. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     January brought 2 kinds of violets and tiny butterworts (pinguicula), a fascinating flower with distinctive 

leaves and odd little striped flowers with horns (pictured below). 

 

 

 
   
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

          I can’t wait till my next visit!  
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   Join FNPS on-line - http://fnps.org/participate/membershipinfo 
 

When it comes time to renew, FNPS will send you an email with a link in it.  Your information will already be 

filled out, but you can edit it if it is out of date.  This link is unique to you and not to be shared with others.  

    Plant Profile  -   Rusty Lyonia 
         Lyonia ferruginea 
                Family  -     Ericaceae 
 
 Rusty lyonia is a common plant in the parks around our area.  It is a 
woody, evergreen perennial that grows up to 20 ft tall and prefers dry, 
sunny sites.  The small white bell shaped blooms have a lovely scent 
and are blooming now. It is often found in scrubby flatwoods. 
 
 
 

 Rusty lyonia is available for sale at 
local native nurseries.  It will do 
well in sandy, sunny areas.  

 
 
 

        
   Plant Atlas link -  
         http://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/Plant.aspx?id=2695 
 
  

    FNPS link -                 
       https://www.fnps.org/plants/plant/lyonia-ferruginea 
  

                                  

                                               ~Janet Bowers 

      

 

   The Blue Bird Lady 

 
Suncoast Native Plant Society and Tampa Audubon members Mary and John 

Miller maintain a blue bird trail at the Flatwoods Wilderness Park on Morris 

Bridge Road. Mary monitors 50+ boxes weekly earning the recognition of the 

“Blue Bird Lady”.  

 

If you would like to sponsor a blue box this nesting season  or learn more about 

the program  

go to: tampaaudubon/programs/bluebird boxes.  

 

 -Submitted by Mike Fite 
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Suncoast Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.            
P.O. Box 1158 
Seffner, FL  33583-1158  

    
 

 

Please deliver to: 
 

Newsletter Submissions 
Deadline for the next issue: 

March 1, 2019 

Please send articles and original 
artwork for The Suncoast Grapevine 
to Janet Bowers, by the deadline 
above-  jbowers27@yahoo.com 
 

SNPS Web Address 
http://www.SuncoastNPS.org 

 

We’re on Meet Up & Facebook 

 Activities & Committee Chairs 
 

Field Trips           (813) 
    Shirley Denton       625-5031  
 Librarian 
    Vikki Sinclair                     989-2896 
Membership 
     Devon Higginbotham       478-1183   
Newsletter Editor 
     Janet Bowers                    759-2822 
     Mike Fite, Assistant          285-3705 
Publicity/Social media 
      Andy Taylor            
Outreach 
      Open  
USF Plant Sales  

Open           
USF Botanical Garden Liaison  
      Kim Hutton                     974-2329 
Chapter Representative   
      Virginia Overstreet 
Webmaster 
       Shirley Denton        625-5031         

 2019 Board of Directors 
 

President 
  Open 

  
  

Vice-president 
 Virginia Overstreet 
  voverstr@tampabay.rr.com 
 

Treasurer 
 Niki Cribbs 
 cribbs813@gmail.com   
 
Secretary   
 Tina Patterson 
             mablepatterson@hotmail.com 

 

Board Members at Large 
  Mike Fite 
 fitemf@gmail.com 
  
 Shirley Denton 
 ecotypes@outlook.com  

Meetings are normally the 
third Wednesday of the month  

at 7 PM .  (no December meeting) 
 

February meeting is at 

Seminole Heights Library 
 

4711 Central Ave. 
Tampa, Florida 33603-3905  

http://www.SuncoastNPS.org

