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Gopher Tortoises and Tortoise Relocations 
By Nicole Cribbs 

 

November 20, 7:00 pm  
Hillsborough County Extension Service 
5339 South CR-579 
Seffner, FL 33584 
 

Nicole (Niki) Cribbs will talk to us about gopher tortoises, their 
ecology, and why and how they are relocated. 
 
Niki  Cribbs is a Chief Environmental Scientist at Faller, Davis 
and Associates.  She is a project manager for environmental 
contracts related to Florida Department of Transportation 
projects and an FWC-Authorized Agent for gopher tortoise 
surveys and relocations.  Niki and her team are responsible for 
managing gopher tortoises on upcoming roadway, trail, bridge 
and landscaping projects in the five-county area of the local 
FDOT district.  The team conducts surveys, determines which 
burrows are in conflict with construction and applies for 
permits from FWC for relocating gopher tortoises when they are in danger of being impacted by a project.  
  
She is a USF alum and feels fortunate to have had Dr. Richard Wunderlin as a professor for several courses while 
pursuing her degree in botany.  Niki lives in Plant City and is the proud mother of two boys, one at Florida State 
University and the other at Plant City High School.  She enjoys being outdoors, running and of course, native plants and 
gopher tortoises. 
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Holiday Party 
 

  
 

Join FNPS to join our Suncoast 
Chapter 

https://fnps.org/participate/membershipinfo 

Board Meeting:  Nov. 20, 5:00pm 
All members are welcome.  You can propose agenda items. Contact 
Tina Patterson for more information and meeting location. 

Thank You 
Thanks to all who made the October meeting a success:  Tina 
Patterson and Niles Spencer brought refreshments.  Nanette O’Hara, 
Janet Bowers, Cliff Brown, Nicolette Tiedemann and Virginia 
Overstreet donated plants.   

A big thank you to all who helped with the plant sale at the USF 
Botanical Garden! 

 

https://fnps.org/participate/membershipinfo
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Field Trip 

Rhodine Road Scrub Preserve 
 

Join us as we visit the Rhodine Road Scrub Preserve in search of late fall wildflowers.  We know from a 
preparatory visit in August that we should find Florida goldenasters (Chrysopsis floridana) blooming at this 
site.   Florida goldenaster is a rare species federally and state listed as Endangered.  It is a Florida endemic 
native to only a few Florida counties.  Most of the known Florida goldenasters occur in scrubby areas in 
southern Hillsborough County.  This site is also home to other scrub species that are uncommon in Hillsborough 
County including scrub milkweed (unlikely to be sighted in the fall) and scrub bay (we will see that).  

Saturday, Nov. 23  
Time:  9:00 am 

Place: Rhodine Road.  Park along the north side of the road, 
facing west, at the walk-through in the fence.  Look for a 
gate with a walk-through approximately across from the 
intersection of Rhodine Road with Greenland Dr.  Note:  this 
is NOT the entry location that you will find on the 
Hillsborough County website.  If you prefer not to park on 
the roadside, you can call Tina Patterson who will coordinate 
a shuttle from Stephen J  Wortham Park which is about a 
mile away 305-298-6381. 

Activity: We will walk through an area of open flatwoods 
that is recovering from past agricultural uses to an area of 
scrub.  The target is openings in the scrub where we will find 
the Florida goldenasters. 

We will be walking mostly on old woods roads for about 2.1 
miles.  At this time of year, the trails are typically dry, but in 
August, we did have to wade through shallow water in 
several areas.  So be prepared. 

We recommend a wide-brim hat, sunscreen, sunglasses, 
close-toed shoes and water! 

Contact:  Shirley Denton, 813-625-5031, 
ecotypes@verizon.net 

  

Florida goldenaster (Chrysopsis floridana) 

  

Photo by Shirley Denton. 

Is there an outdoor enthusiast or plant lover on your holiday gift list?  If so, consider 
giving him/her a Florida Native Plant Society membership.  

             Call FNPS Administrative Services at (321) 271-6702. 

             Make sure to tell FNPS that this is a gift from you. 

mailto:ecotypes@verizon.net?subject=Suncoast%20October%20field%20trip
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October Field Trips in Review 

Eight Suncoast Chapter members convened at Tillis Hill on Friday 
night (Oct. 25) for two nights under the stars and two days of 
exploring in the Citrus Tract of the Withlacoochee River State Forest.  
We also got a few fast moving downpours to add interest to our trip.  
Tina Patterson was our organizational diva.   

On Friday, we visited the northern end of this large tract of public land 
with Shirley Denton leading us.  We added 3 more people to our 
group making us a troupe of 10 for the day.  We walked into one of 
the few places where Calamintha coccinea (scarlet calaminth) is found 
in the peninsula.  We also walked into several other areas of sandhill.  
Along the way, we saw lots of fall wildflowers including Florida 
paintbrush (Carphephorus corymbosa), goldenaster (Chrysopsis 
scabrella), several gayfeathers including Liatris tenuifolia and L. 
elegans.  We also saw lopsided Indiangrass (Sorgastrum secundum)  
in bloom, wiregrass (Aristida stricta) in seed, lots of Andropogon 
species, Elliott’s lovegrass (Eragrostis elliottii), downy lobelia 
(Lobelia puberula), and silk-grass (Pityopsis graminifolia), and 
several jointweeds (Polygonum pinecola and P. nesomii). 

On Saturday, John Miller led us to an area of caves and 
sinkholes in the southwest corner of the Citrus Tract.  There 
were 9 of us.  We all decided that it was crazy hot and humid! 
But our guide was wonderful, and the caves were a treat. 

 

  

  

Photo by Susanne Coldwell. 

Next Newsletter Will Be in January 

Enjoy your Holidays 
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Good Sales at Our Fall Plant Sale 
Suncoast’s fall plant sale was held in conjunction with the USF 
Botanical Gardens plant festival on October 12-13.  Our buying 
team visited reasonably local native plant nurseries acquiring plants 
and delivering them to the botanical gardens on Friday.  Steve 
Farnsworth brought lots of trees and shrubs on Saturday.  Both days, 
we had teams of people answering a steady stream of questions. 

After the initial crush of customers on Saturday morning, sales 
remained brisk until the plant festival closed on Sunday.  Few plants 
remained to be returned to the nurseries.   

This sale was a team effort!  Tina Patterson and Virginia Overstreet 
did most of the organizing.  We had a huge team of over 15 people 
involved in everything from plant buying and transport, setup, sales, 
and take-down.    Other members stopped by during the day and 
shared their expertise with the public.  Many thinks to all. 

Springer Garden Openhouse 
Troy and Dottie Springer invited Suncoast members to view Troy’s ever-
expanding native garden.  When Troy made the invitation at the October 
meeting, Tropical Storm Nestor was still a rumor.  When the time for garden 
visiting came around, Nestor had just spent the night dumping multiple inches 
of water on the garden and whipping it with high winds.  It was questionable 
whether the sky would dump more on during the visit. 

But luck, or the gods of native gardens, prevailed.  The garden was impressive.  
It continues to amaze with new vistas each year.  This year, the star of the show 
was a central island with lots of blooming lovegrass, contrasting muhlygrass, 
and blazing stars extending above the grass.  We were told that this island was 
burned, closely mowed, and all fronds of saw palmettos removed so that only 
new, post-fire growth remained.   

Photo by Shirley Denton 

 

 

Fall Color or Stress? 

Even cypress responds to flooding.  Here, leaves began 
changing color early in October after extended high water.  
Believe it or not, flooded trees have difficulty getting water 
into the plant since the roots are in an anaerobic 
environment.   

                                                                                     Photo by Mike Fite  
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American Holly (Ilex opaca) 
Profile by Shirley Denton 
 

Family: Aquifoliaceae 

Distribution:   In Florida, mostly northern with a continuous 
range down to about Hillsborough County and several disjunct 
locations (where rare) in southern Florida. Only documented 
once in the wild in Hillsborough County. 

Eastern and central North America from eastern Texas northeast 
to New Jersey.   

Florida Zones:  8 - 10 

Plant Habit: Moderate sized tree, 30 -50 ft tall, 15-30 ft crown 
diameter.  Pyramidal. Slow growing. 

Natural Habitat:  Upland hardwood areas, hammocks 

Leaves: Alternate, evergreen, dark green, spiny teeth. 

Bloom: Small white flowers.  Not showy.  Most pollination is 
by bees though flies, beetles, butterflies and other insects may 
be attracted to the pollen or nectar, or prey on the insects 
visiting the flowers. 

Flowering time: Spring. Dioecious (having male and female 
plants).  For fruit production, both male and female plants  must 
be in close enough proximity to cross pollinate. 

Fruit: Red fleshy fruits on female.  Cultivated plants are usually 
selected to have showy fruits.  

Soil:  Sandy to loamy soils that are mildly acidic  

Water:  Prefers moderately to well drained soils. 

Light: Partial to full shade.  Fruiting is better in partial shade. 

Propagation: Softwood cuttings started in spring. Seeds of 
most holly species require 2-3 years of dormancy before they 
will germinate. 

Landscape uses: Specimen tree known for its shiny evergreen 
foliage and red fruits.  Occasionally trimmed into hedges. 

Wildlife:  Cover for small animals and birds.  Fruit preferred 
after softening by exposure to cold.  Deer resistant.   

Availability:   Florida native nurseries, native plant sales, and 
quality non-native nurseries.  In our area, sold by Sweet Bay 
Nursery.  

KEY REFERENCES 

Florida Association of Native Nurseries.  2019.  
https://www.plantrealflorida.org/plants/detail/ilex-opaca. 

Florida Native Plant Society. 2019.  
https://fnps.org/plants/plant/ilex-opaca. 

Haehle, R. G. and J. Brookwell.  1999. Low-Maintenance 
Landscaping and Gardening. Native Florida Plants.   

Nelson, G.  2003.  Florida’s Best Native Landscape Plants.  
200 Readily Available Species for Homowners and 
Professionals. 

Wunderlin, R. P., B. F. Hansen, A. R. Franck, and F. B. 
Essig. 2019. Atlas of Florida Plants 
(http://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/). [S. M. Landry and K. N. 
Campbell (application development), USF Water Institute.] 
Institute for Systematic Botany, University of South Florida, 
Tampa. 

The above image is from the North American Sylva, by 
Franҫois-André Michaux, published in 1817. 

https://sweetbaynursery.com/
https://sweetbaynursery.com/
https://www.plantrealflorida.org/plants/detail/ilex-opaca.
https://www.plantrealflorida.org/plants/detail/ilex-opaca.
https://fnps.org/plants/plant/ilex-opaca.
https://fnps.org/plants/plant/ilex-opaca.
http://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/
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FNPS 2020 Endowment Grant Research Awards 
Conservation Grant Awards and the Dan Austin Award for Ethnobotany 

 
Endowment Research Grants 
The Florida Native Plant Society maintains an Endowment Research Grant program for the purpose of funding 
research on native plants. These are small grants ($1500 or less), awarded for a 1-year period, and intended to 
support research that forwards the mission of the Florida Native Plant Society which is "to promote the 
preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida." 

Conservation Grants 
FNPS Conservation Grants support applied native plant conservation projects in Florida. These grants ($5000 or 
less) are awarded for a 1-year period. These projects promote the preservation, conservation, or restoration of 
rare or imperiled native plant taxa and rare or imperiled native plant communities. To qualify for a Conservation 
Grant, the proposed project must be sponsored by an FNPS Chapter. 

Dan Austin Award for Ethnobotany 
The Dan Austin Award for Ethnobotany will provide up to $1500 to graduate or undergraduate students who 
are studying Florida ethnobotany – i.e., the study of the relationship between peoples or cultures with plants 
native to Florida or Florida ecosystems. These can be current uses or historic uses. 

How to Apply 
Application guidelines and details are on the FNPS Web site (fnps.org), click on ‘What We Do/Grants and 
Awards.’. Questions regarding the grant programs should be sent to info@fnps.org.  

The application deadline for the 2019 Awards is March 6, 2020. Awards will be announced at the May 2020 
Annual Conference at the University of North Florida, Jacksonville, Florida. Awardees do not have to be 
present at the Conference to receive award. 

Hillsborough County Hiking 
Spree Kickoff 
 

Where: Upper Tampa Bay Conservation Park 

When:    November 9, 9:00 to 11:00 am. 

The County is starting its Hiking Spree off with a big 
bang celebration. The event will feature free food, 
games, music, guided hikes, outdoor workshops, 

prize giveaways and more! Suncoast will have a table at this and will be handing out information about native 
plants and the Florida Native Plant Society.   Joel Jackson will be leading a native plant walk.  The event is free 
(there is a $2 parking fee for park entry).  The hiking spree itself is an opportunity to get out of doors and 
explore trails in our County parks and preserves.  

https://www.hillsboroughcounty.org/en/calendar/03-parksandrec/2019/celm/20191109-hiking-spree-kickoff-party  

The mission of the Florida Native Plant Society is to preserve, conserve, and restore the native 
plants and native plant communities of Florida 
 

 

https://fnps.org/
mailto:info@fnps.org
https://www.hillsboroughcounty.org/en/calendar/03-parksandrec/2019/celm/20191109-hiking-spree-kickoff-party
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Officers and Board of Directors 

President –open 

Vice President –Virginia Overstreet 
vaoverstreet@gmail.com 

 
Secretary - Tina Patterson 

mablepatterson@hotmail.com 
 
Treasurer - Nikcivicrm/society_browsei 
Cribbs 

cribbs813@gmail.com 

Directors at Large 
Mike Fite 

fitemf@gmail.com 
 
Shirley Denton 

ecotypes@outlook.com 
 

Steve Dickman 
l tt b 13@ h  

Program Managers 

Fieldtrips 
Shirley Denton 

ecotypes@outlook.com 
813-625-5031 

Steve Dickman 
palmettobug13@yahoo.com 

Tina Patterson 
mablepatterson@hotmail.com 
305-298-6381 

Librarian 
Vikki Sinclair 

989-2896 

Newsletter 
Shirley Denton - editor 

ecotypes@outlook.com 
813-625-5031 

Mike Fite – chief assistant  
fitemf@gmail.com 
 

 

 

Newsletter Submissions 

Deadline for January Newsletter:  December 20 

Send contributions to Shirley Denton at ecotypes@outlook.com. 

Contributions should be original, with references where appropriate.  
Photographs and drawings should belong to the submitter or submitted along 
with written permission from the owner,  and be of appropriate resolution for 
printing (a width of 1000 pixels is generally adequate for this newsletter, but 
err toward larger so that they pictures can be cropped if needed).  All 
submissions should be in formats standardly used in documents and readable 
on Windows PCs. 

Submissions will be reviewed for accuracy with preference for being 
relevant to the FNPS mission and local environmental events. 

Suncoast Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.            
P.O. Box 1158 
Seffner, FL  33583-1158  

    
  

  

Please deliver to: 
  

All content copyrighted by the Suncoast Chapter of 
the Florida Native Plant Society, 2019 
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