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The Florida Native Plant Society was organized in 1980 to promote the preservation, conserva-
tion, and restoration of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida. For more 
information about the Florida Native Plant Society, please visit our web site: www.fnps.org 

JANUARY CHAPTER MEETING 
At the Hillsborough County Extension Office 

    Thermoregulation and Amphibian Decline 
Presented by Erin Sauer  

 Wednesday, January 17, 7 PM   
                

        

   Erin Sauer, USF doctoral candidate will discuss modern threats to reptiles and 

amphibians. She is interested in applying classic thermal biology theory to dis-

ease ecology with the goal of better informing outbreak predictions, managing 

harmful diseases, and informing future environmental policy.  

 

  Amphibians are ‘cold-blooded’ and they include frogs and salamanders.  Most 

go through different stages of development like a frog does (starting with an egg 

then a tadpole and eventually an adult frog.) Amphibians are very susceptible to 

environmental changes and chemical pollution. 

  

About the Speaker: 
 

  Erin is from St Petersburg and has lived in Tampa since 2009.  She has a BS in Biology from USF.  Her dissertation 

research is focused on influence of thermal biology and micro habitat selection on host susceptibility to Batrachochytri-

um dendrobatidis (chytrid fungus) and Ranaviruses.    

 

 

Light refreshments are served and a native plant auction follows the presentation. 

 

      -  submitted by Virginia Overstreet & Janet Bowers 
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UPCOMING SPEAKERS-  

 

February 21 - Dr. Shirley Denton – Plant Ranges 

March 21 - John Lampkin – Happy Trails to You 

April 18 -  TBD 

May  - Open Mic (date may change) 

June 20 - Rachel Arndt – Tampa Bay Watch 

   Thanks for helping with the November meeting  - 
  

    Bunny Worth for bringing snacks 
   Bunny Worth and others for bringing plants for the auction 

 

      A special thank you to Joel Jackson for being our auctioneer                   

The Future of SNPS Depends on You 

 

  In 2013, SNPS celebrated its 30 year anniversary, it is one of the longest existing chapters in FNPS and 

has a proud history of commitment to native plants.  Dr. Richard Wunderlin of the USF Plant Atlas fame be-

longs to our chapter!  Hillsborough County needs us for sure, it is a huge county with a wonderful collection 

of ELAPP conservation properties to enjoy and help monitor. More history at http://www.suncoastnps.org/

contacts/snps-history/ 

  Do you have a few hours a month to help us?  Gar Reed is moving our of our area, he has served many 

years as a board member and treasurer.  We also lost our president in 2017 to a move out of Florida.  We 

need Board members to guide SNPS into the future.  You get to vote on what projects get funded by our 

grants, work on new ideas for outreach and even start your own project if you have the interest.  If you just 

want to dip your toe in the water and see how things work, that is fine also.   

 We have 3 great members officially on the board now - Virginia Overstreet, Tina Patterson and Andy Tay-

lor.  We need a couple more people to take on some of the responsibility so that we are sustainable and 

don’t over burden the 3 board members.  We have past board members available for mentoring. FNPS also 

has many resources available. You will not be thrown into the deep end without a float.  We are a family of 

like-minded people and if you ask for help, you will get it.  

  If your New Year’s resolution includes making a difference in your community then please help us.  If you 

believe in planting natives for wildlife then please help us.  If you want to ex-

pand your personal skills or need something to write on your resume then 

please help us.  

   Please raise your hand and help us remain viable. 
 

    Thank you,   Janet Bowers 
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                      Mark Your Calendar  
 

Jan 19  Florida Arbor Day - plant a native tree or two!   

Jan 27  9:00 Lettuce Lake Walk, meet by the Audubon Resource Center building  

             March 3, 10 & 17 Advanced Plant ID at Brooker Creek Preserve www.brookercreekpreserve.org  

   FNPS News…. 
         
     The Nature Coast chapter is again look-

ing for volunteers at the booth for the State Fair in Febru-

ary.  Contact Jonnie Spitler  at jspitler1120@gmail.com 

for more information. 
 

The 2018 Annual Conference will be held at the Miccosukee 

Resort in Miami, Florida (500 S.W. 177th Avenue, Miami, FL 

33194), May 17-20, 2018.    

SNPS News 
 Don’t forget to send Tina any volunteer hours so that 

she can enter it on the FNPS website 

 We  need new Board members  - please let Tina or Vir-

ginia know if you can help. 

  If you are interested in attending a Board meeting please 

check with Tina or Virginia to get more into 

 

  COASTAL DUNES TOUR 
March 9 – 12, 2018 

 

  There are only a few places on our planet Earth with Coastal Dune Lakes 
and Florida is one.  If you have yet to discover them, join us March 9 – 12, 
2018 when we journey to the panhandle to see them for ourselves.  
Known as the Emerald Coast, Walton County Florida has 15 coastal dune 
lakes, functioning as nature intended, interlaced along the coast just feet 

from the Gulf of Mexico, yet they remain fresh water for most of the time.  During periods of high rain, storms or hur-
ricanes, they become brackish, sometimes breaching their outfalls and pouring into the Gulf with their tannic waters 
staining the turquoise ocean.  But the lakes eventually flush out the salt and return to freshwater.  
  Inspired by the documentary, COASTAL DUNE LAKES – JEWELS OF FLORIDA’S EMERALD COAST, by Elam Stoltzfus, 
this tour traverses iconic Hwy 30A, crossing Fuller, Morris, Campbell, Stallworth, Allen, Oyster, Draper, Big Redfish, 
Little Redfish, Alligator, Western, Eastern, Deer, Camp Creek and Powell Lake, so you will see for yourself why these 
ecosystems are so precious. 
  We travel by luxury motor coach with professional driver departing from Plant City at 7 AM on Friday March 9th and stop first in 
Apalachicola to visit the home, gardens and cemetery of eminent Botanist, Dr. Alvan Wentworth Chapman who spent most of his 
adult life exploring the flora of this area and died in this historic coastal community.  Some of the plants named after him include 
Chapman's Rhododendron, custard apple, wild Florida azalea, large-flowered skullcap, spreading yellow foxglove, Georgia holly 
and many others.  Two of his neighbors, John Gorrie, the early inventor of mechanical refrigeration and Thomas Orman, local 
cotton merchant, were friends, as was Asa Gray, another noted Botanist of this era. 
  Our accommodations for this 4day/3night tour are in cabins and bungalows at Topsail Hill Preserve State Park.  Friday night is 
our pizza get-together in the Clubhouse.  Saturday morning we join the rangers for breakfast and explore Topsail Hill’s dunes trail 
and recently burned sections along with two park naturalists, then head to Grayton Beach State Park for a tour of their natural 
areas.  Both parks support populations of the endangered Choctawhatchee beach mouse.  We will learn how they are monitored 
and what the outlook is for their future. 
  Sunday we head to Blackwater River State Forest for a canoe/kayak trip or hike along the river so we can understand where all 
the coastal white sand comes from and search for the wild Azalea in bloom.  In the afternoon, we tour Seaside Village, the first 
New Urbanism walkable community built in Walton County with all native front yards, varied architecture, and no-mow lawns. 
We finish the evening with dinner and shopping in Seaside Village at their numerous restaurants and trendy food trucks. 
Monday morning is open to explore the trails of Topsail Hill, then board our coach to head back to central Florida, arriving in time 
for dinner. 

  Make 2018 the year of discover, starting with our tour of the Coastal Dunes of Florida, March 9 – 12th.  For more 
information, call Devon at 813-478-1183, email indigotravelcompany@gmail.com or visit our website at 
www.indigotravelcompany.com. 
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            2018 Field Trip schedule - tentative    

      

Feb 17 - Brooker Creek Headwaters   

March 17 -  Duette Preserve, Manatee County 

    April 21 - Green Swamp - East tract 

    May 17-20 -  FNPS conference 

     

        

 January  20      
            Bioblitz at the Schultz Preserve     
 

    Where:   parking at west end of Adamsville Rd, Gibsonton, FL 33534  

    When:   7:00 AM    

          
     In lieu of a January field trip, SNPS is promoting the Bioblitz that Tampa Audubon is 

sponsoring.  The Fred and Idah Schultz Preserve lies on a peninsula on Hillsborough Bay  

at the end of Adamsville  Road, west of  Hwy 41. SWFWMD purchased the property in 1995 and it is maintained by  

Hillsborough  County as one of its ELAPP properties.  

  https://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/recreation/areas/schultz_preserve.html 
 

 Tampa Audubon members have been working on monthly bird surveys, and finding new birds all the  time!   

A few butterfly counters made some great finds. But there are more than birds and butterflies out  there.   Hence,  

the bioblitz.   

We will be counting and documenting all flora and fauna from manatee to mouse,  from bittern to bug, and  palm to  

pepper grass. It will be fun! It will be educational!   It will be a chance to  collaborate with your  new best friends who 

 know things you don’t!   
 

 Contacts:           
Mary Keith, President, Tampa Audubon Society keithma1@juno.com    

John Lampkin, Conservation Chair, Sun City Center Audubon Club JohnLampkin@JohnLampkin.com    

 

Lettuce Lake Update  
From Tina Patterson 

 

     20 “Roots and Shoots” club members at Lettuce Lake 

Park on November 18 with Joel Jackson and Tina Patter-

son. They came to help us pull non-native weeds and 

worked really hard. We were thrilled with their efforts. 

This is the third time they have worked at Lettuce Lake 

Park with us. The Roots and Shoots is an environmental 

club at the University of Tampa and is affiliated with the 

Jane Goodall Institute. 

 

Joel Jackson attended their club meeting the week before 

and gave them a Power Point Presentation on native plants, their importance for supporting Florida’s wildlife 

and the problem of non-native plants damaging natural habitats, contributing to a serious decline in the state’s 

wildlife. 

 

  Please see page 3 for the 2018 Lettuce Lake Walk schedule. 
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 DEAD RIVER AND THE SHADOW WITCH ORCHID 
By Devon Higginbotham 

 

  The text came in over the Thanksgiving weekend. “Hey, do you want to go out to Dead River Park and hunt for the 
Shadow Witch Orchid”?  What?  It’s Thanksgiving, not Halloween, but the allure was too intriguing.  I had to see the 
Shadow Witch Orchid, Ponthieva racemosa, for myself.   
  Dead River Park is adjacent to Hillsborough River State Park and the road is even called ‘Dead River Road’, a not so 
enticing name.  It meanders through a residential area then turns into a dirt road, ending in the middle of nowhere 
at a barred entrance.  No one was there.  The gate was locked and there was no way to get our vehicles down the 
long entrance road.  So we did what all plant seekers do….. climb the gate and walk in.  The entrance road was a wide 
crushed shell boulevard through an old growth hammock of mature oaks and cabbage palms. 
   
  The first to catch our eye was an enormous Climbing Aster, Symphyotrichum carolinianum, covered with Zebra 
Longwings, so absorbed in collecting nectar and pollen they were oblivious to our 
presence.  The Zebra Longwings are one of the longest lived butterflies, apparently 
because they are able to absorb pollen, a source of protein, as well as nectar, where-
as most other butterflies collect only nectar and have a much shorter lifespan. 
  The Climbing Aster is always one of my fall favorites and I often look for it in wet 
areas while out driving.  It is easy to spot in the fall with its dusty lavender aster 
blooms, abundant on their reposed, reclining branches. 
But……. we were looking for the Shadow Witch Orchid, so off we went in search.   
 

  Dead River looks like it has not been burned since the dawn of time.  The oaks are 
so enormous, limbs torn away in storm after storm, with gigantic trunks that spell the passage of time.  Cabbage 
palms sway in the breezes 40-50 foot overhead. .. the size you see on the horizon while crossing the St Johns River 
along  I-95, with their umbrella tops jutting above the forest.  The understory has become a sheltered, habitat of 
ferns, mosses and wild coffee.  Both Wild coffee, Psychotria nervosa, and Shortleaf wild coffee, P. sulzneri, have 
sprouted in profusion and spread over the entire area.   
   

  Janet was the first to spot the Shadow Witch Orchids, scarcely 10” high along the shell drive.  
At first there were just a few, but as we looked closer, many more were to be found in clus-
ters of 10, 20 or 30, always just on the edge of the shell drive.  Such a vulnerable spot for so 
lovely a bloom but perhaps it was because of the drive that they dwelled in such a spot.  Was 
it the PH that cultivated their existence?  We envisioned car tires trampling their delicate 
blooms or boots stomping across their stems, oblivious to their existence just under foot. 
   
  Content in finding our quarry, we were about to venture back toward the entrance when 
one in our group let out a chorus of hallelujahs seldom heard outside 
a primitive Baptist church.  It was the rare, endangered, Eared spleen-
wort, Asplenium erosum, (photo on the right) documented but sel-
dom seen in this area.  They were growing on the shaded side of the 
old growth oaks and had been quietly residing there for quite some 
time.  As we started checking the bases of the surrounding oaks, we 

found more, along with the Resurrection Fern, Pleopeltis michauxiana, and the Pecluma fern, 
always growing together.  Was it a symbiotic relationship or did they all just enjoy the same 
environment?      
       
      (continued pg 7) 
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   Join FNPS on-line - http://fnps.org/participate/membershipinfo 
 

When it comes time to renew, FNPS will send you an email with a link in it.  Your information will already be 

filled out, but you can edit it if it is out of date.  This link is unique to you and not to be shared with others.  

    Plant Profile  -   Black-Eyed Susan 
         Rudbeckia hirta 
                Family  -     Asteraceae 
 
    I have seen these growing along the road in Polk county several times.  
They grow and reproduce in my yard with no maintenance.  They get 1 to 2 
feet tall and like average to slightly dry conditions. As with most flowers, 
they like to be in the sun. 
  Mine often bloom in the winter and are a wel-
come sight when little else has flowers.  They are 

readily available at local Native 
Plant nurseries and likely could 
be grown from seed fairly easily. 
    
     
Plant Atlas link -  
        http://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/Plant.aspx?id=2286 
   

FNPS link -                 
        http://www.fnps.org/plants/plant/rudbeckia-hirta 
 

                                  

                                               ~Janet Bowers 

    DEAD RIVER  cont….. 
 
  We had seen a fair amount of milkvine leaves and then near the road, a sharp-eyed 
botanist recognized Gonolobus suberosus flowers.  It was odd to see it blooming at the 
end of November but there it was nevertheless. This plant is in the milkweed family and 
often overlooked amongst all the green leaves in the understory. 
 

  Up until this point we had the park to ourselves, but as we headed back, we passed a 
group of young men out for a hike and wondered if they would see the same things we 
saw.  Would they notice the Zebra Longwings and Climbing Asters along the side of the 
road?  Would they see the ferns on the old growth oaks and sing praises of Hallelujahat 
their presence?  Would they wonder of the lives of the people that used to live among the woods, catching fish, ga-
tors and turtles for food?   Would they find the Shadow Witch Orchids? 
 
To visit Dead River Park, check out http://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/recreation/areas/lh-dead_river_park.html 
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Suncoast Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.            
P.O. Box 1158 
Seffner, FL  33583-1158  

    
 

 

Please deliver to: 
 

Newsletter Submissions 
Deadline for the next issue: 

February 1, 2018 

Please send articles and original 
artwork for The Suncoast Grapevine 
to Janet Bowers, by the deadline 
above-  jbowers27@yahoo.com 
 

SNPS Web Address 
http://www.SuncoastNPS.org 

 

We’re on Meet Up & Facebook 

 Activities & Committee Chairs 
 

Field Trips           (813) 
    Shirley Denton       625-5031  
    Stephen Dickman       597-5888 
Librarian 
    Vikki Sinclair                     989-2896 
Membership 
     Devon Higginbotham       478-1183   
Newsletter Editor 
     Janet Bowers                    759-2822 
     Mike Fite, Assistant          977-0892 
Publicity/Social media 
      Andy Taylor            
Outreach 
      Open  
USF Plant Sales  

Open           
USF Botanical Garden Liaison  
      Kim Hutton                     974-2329 
Chapter Representative   
      Virginia Overstreet 
Webmaster 
       Shirley Denton        625-5031         

 2018 Board of Directors 
 

President 
  Open 

  
  

Vice-president 
 Virginia Overstreet 
  voverstr@tampabay.rr.com 
 

Treasurer 
 Open 
   
 
Secretary   
 Tina Patterson 
             mablepatterson@hotmail.com 

 

Board Members at Large 
Andy Taylor 

 andytaylor6@gmail.com 

Meetings are normally the 
third Wednesday of the month  

at 7 PM .  (no December meeting) 
 

DIRECTIONS TO:  
Hillsborough County Extension  

5339 County Road 579  
Seffner 

 

Take I-4 to Exit 10  
Go south on 579 for two blocks.  
Turn left on Old Hillsborough 

Ave and park on the North side of 
the office. 

http://www.SuncoastNPS.org

