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The Florida Native Plant Society was organized in 1980 to promote the preservation, conserva-
tion, and restoration of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida. For more 
information about the Florida Native Plant Society, please visit our web site: www.fnps.org 

APRIL CHAPTER MEETING 
At the Hillsborough County Extension Office 

Sea Level Rise in Florida  
 Presented by Tonya Clayton 

 Wednesday, April 18, 7 PM   
                        

      
     
  Dr. Tonya Clayton is a member of the Pinellas FNPS chapter. Tonya holds a doctorate de-

gree in oceanography, is a local science editor/writer with an enthusiasm for non-formal, ex-

periential education. She is a contributing author of Sea Level Rise in 

Florida (University Press of Florida, 2016) and the author of How to 

Read a Florida Gulf Coast Beach (University of North Carolina Press, 

2012).   She was a speaker at the Ft Myers FNPS conference and her talk was about ‘How to 

Read a Beach’. 

 

Tonya is also a graduate of the Florida Master Naturalist Program and the Florida Natural Re-

sources Leadership Institute. She serves as a member of the UF/IFAS Extension Pinellas County 

Overall Advisory Committee and as an instructor for the USF Osher Lifelong Learning Institute 

(OLLI), where she is currently teaching a course called "How to Read a Beach: Caladesi Island!" 

In 2016, Tonya received the Friends of FANREP (Florida Association of Natural Resources Ex-

tension Professionals) award.     
 

Light refreshments are served and a native plant auction  

follows the presentation. 
 

      -  submitted by Virginia Overstreet 
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UPCOMING SPEAKERS-  

 

May 9 - NOTE DATE Change - Open Mic   

June 20 - Rachel Arndt – Tampa Bay Watch 

July  - Joint meeting date TBD, Audubon is host 

August 15 - TBD 

September 19 George Heinrich  - Gopher Tortoises 

October 17 - Ginny Stibolt - new book ‘A Step-by-Step Guide to a Florida Native Yard’ 

   Thanks for helping with the March meeting  - 
  

    Devon Higginbotham for bringing snacks 
 

  Nanette Holland, JoAnn Hoffman, Bunny Worth , Janet Bowers  
    for bringing auction plants 

    

   Special Thank Yous - 
 

  JoAnn Hoffman for being our extension liason and making our meeting place possible. 
 

 Joel Jackson for being the plant auctioneer. 
 

 Devon Higginbotham for greeting people at the door.           

 

Please Help Us! 
 

We need people to help Saturday 9 to12 and 

Sunday 3 to 5 for breakdown 

 

USF Plant Sale - April 14 & 15 
 

      

     We really need volunteers for the plant sale. We especially could use two or three more for Satur-
day, 9 am to 12 pm. Also, Sunday breakdown, from 3 pm until 5 pm. Please help!  
  Tina’s home phone is 813-621-7015 if you prefer to call (leave a message) or   
                                             email Tina at mablepatterson@hotmail.com  

 
  We can’t do it without YOU!  The USF Plant Sale is SNPS’s biggest fundraiser, and is 
the most important outreach effort we do.  We are counting on you to help us continue 
this great event.  Thanks for your continued support. 
 

 

   We will have a great selection of natives to make your yard a pollinator magnet.  Come and 
help, then take home a few plants for your yard. Even if you don’t have a yard, a large pot can 
provide color for you and nectar for butterflies.  See you there! 

Native 

Plants 

For 

Sale 
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    SHADES OF SPRING IN THE SOUTH 

Weekend of Discovery in the Florida Panhandle 

 

Just after dawn on March 9th, 30 intrepid travelers departed for the 

Emerald Coast and the Coastal Dunes Tour of Florida.   
 

With a state as long as an alligator’s tail, the Florida panhandle is 

almost as wide as the state is long.  Driving to Walton County 

from Miami would take a lifetime if not for the interstate.  If you 

take the backroads, it’ll add another 2 hours, not including stops at roadside vendors, speed traps or small alluring 

towns.  You pass through the likes of Apalachicola, source of most of our oysters and home of Dr. Alvan Went-

worth Chapman, eminent Botanist, who hiked the woods of this seaport town from 1847 to 1899 when he died at 

90 yrs.   
 

With 20 plants named after him and a frequent correspondent with Dr. Asa Gray, Dr. Chapman was one of Florida’s most pro-

lific Botanists. His home has become a museum.  Not simply restored but turned into a museum the likes of the Smithsonian, 

albeit a very small Smithsonian, in the middle of a very small town, with displays on science, archaeology, art and history.  

The Chapman House Museum is not yet open to the public but we were treated to a sneak-peak and it was impressive.  Dr. 

Helen Tudor, who purchased the home in 2009, has been restoring it in excruciating detail.  She talked about her 9 year quest 

to open the museum and also about the Blaschka family, creators of the Glass Flower collection in the Harvard Botanical Mu-

seum, a must see if ever in Cambridge. We were scheduled to tour the museum on our way north but after an unexpected delay 

in a Tallahassee city park, the museum was moved to Monday on our trip south. 
 

The delay was not without rewards.  If we had to have mechanical difficulties, best to have them in Tom Brown Park with tons 

of Trillium, Butterweed, Packera glabella, and  hiking trails, followed by dinner in Kool Beanz Cafe, rated “outstanding, fresh, 

farm-to-table, locally sourced food” by locals.  
 

Saturday morning began with a sunrise bike-and-hike to the coastal dunes along the Morris 

Lake Trail, circling north of Campbell lake and out onto the dunes south of Morris Lake.  

The park was covered with thousands of blooms of Conradina canescens, False Rosemary 

along with stands of Lyonia lucida, Shiny lyonia.  
 

With elevated appetites from our brisk walk, we headed to Breakfast with the Rangers in the 

Topsail clubhouse. Chris Whittle, Topsail ranger conducted the late morning tour of the recently burned areas on the west side 

of the park.  We discovered emerging Gopher weed, Baptisia lanceolate; Yellow stargrass, Hypoxia juncea;  and Hypericum 

microsepalum, Flatwoods St John’s Wort, endemic to the panhandle.  Crocanthemum carolinianum, Carolina frostweed; Trad-

escantia hirsutiflora, the very short, hairy Spiderwort; and Carphephorous were scattered among the charred Saw palmettos. 
 

At noon we headed to Grayton Beach State Park, home of another coastal dune lake, Western Lake, but not before stopping at 

Chanticleers Bakery to pick up our picnic lunch. Kristi Yanchis entertained us with her research about the beach mice, then 

“Perla” stole the show with her dark eyes and sand-hued fur.   
 

Jacob, our articulate ranger guide in Grayton Beach, took us on a trail to see the amazing Gulf Purple 

Pitcherplants, Sarracenia rosea and Drosera tracyi, Tracy’s sundew, located in only a handful of pan-

handle counties, with frequent stops along the way to check out the Deerberry, Vaccinium stamineum in 

full bloom and more Conradina canescens. 
 

We were accompanied on our tour by Ann Johnson, a FNPS member and FNAI associate, who proved 

invaluable in identifying some of the endemic species like Gelsemium rankinii, Swamp Jessamine, encountered in Blackwater 

River State Park, which looks very similar to the more popular Carolina jessamine, Gelsemium sempervirens, but has no odor 

and slightly larger blooms.  Rain was threatening as we paddled the serpentine river without another person on 

the water, but storms held off until lunch in a park pavilion. 
 

By far, the most abundant blooms in Walton County were the Black Titi, Cliftonia monophylla, Wild olive, 

Cartrema americanum, and Conradina which were along all the roadways in natural areas, but more than any 

other blossom, the wispy white skirts of the Silverbells, Halesia spp, in Seaside Village mirrored the youthful 

families streaming along the boardwalks enjoying the first blush of spring. As the day closed, the sun set in 

shades of blue and pink, with man and nature reveling in spring at the beach. 
 

                  -Devon Higginbotham 



  Page 4    The Suncoast Grapevine -  April 2018 

 

 

                      Mark Your Calendar  
 

April 14-15  USF Spring Plant Sale - SNPS’ biggest fund raiser, see page 2 

April 22 Earth Day - plant a tree! 

  April 28  Lettuce Lake Walk 9:00 AM, meet by the Audubon Resource Center building 

  May 17-20  FNPS Annual Conference in Miami  www.fnps.org/conference/2018 

  Lettuce Lake walks 9 AM - May 26, June 23, September 22, October 27, November 24  

   FNPS News…. 
         
     The 2018 Annual Conference will be held at 

the Miccosukee Resort in Miami, Florida (500 S.W. 177th Ave-

nue, Miami, FL 33194), May 17-

20, 2018.    
 

  The fieldtrips look great, more 

info at - 

  www.fnps.org/conference/2018 

SNPS News 
 Don’t forget to send Tina any volunteer hours so that 

she can enter it on the FNPS website 

 We need new Board members  - please let Tina or Vir-

ginia know if you can help. 

  If you are interested in attending a Board meeting please 

check with Tina or Virginia to get the details 

 

Rain Forests and Waterfalls Tour  
May 6-11, 2018 

 

Come with us when we tour Brasstown Bald, the Blue Ridge, Mt Mitchell and 

the Smoky Mountains and discover along with us “The Wildflower National 

Park”.  A donation to FNPS is made for each attendee.  
 

Spring is an incredible time to visit the Appalachians, when the ephemeral 

blooms rush to beat the flush of trees in nature’s grand design to flower and set seed before the arboreal forest 

shades them out.  The forecast is for clear skies, cool weather and an incredible time! 
 

For more information, visit www.indigotravelcompany.com or contact Devon Higginbotham at 813-478-1183 

or email at indigotravelcompany@gmail.com. 

 SNPS Camping Trip : Silver Springs State Park, Saturday, Oct 27 – Monday , Oct 29 
 

Located near Ocala, in central Florida, Silver Springs State Park has been a tourist 

attraction since the 1870’s, renowned for one of the largest artesian springs in the 

world and for the Glass Bottom Boat tours which allow visitors to see the crystal 

springs and the aquatic life around them. The park also offers canoe rentals on the 

Silver River.  While less known for hiking and walking, it has miles of trails some 

of which we will explore during our stay. 
 

We have reserved two cabins for Saturday and Sunday nights. The cabins have both 

ac and heat (you never know in October) and sleep 4 to 6 people in two bedrooms. 

The cost for 4 people would be $62.73 each ($41.67 with 6).  Camping reservations for RV or tent sites can be made 

on your own, but should be made soon. 
 

The park entrance, campground restrooms and cabin areas were landscaped with donations from FANN and feature 

an incredible display of garberia which we hope will be blooming when we are there. The park staff does a good job 

of burning the sandhill and an October visit gives us a great chance to see prolific fall wildflowers. 

Contact Tina Patterson, mablepatterson@hotmail.com for cabin reservations. 

http://www.indigotravelcompany.com
mailto:mablepatterson@hotmail.com
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      2018 Field Trip schedule 
      

 May 17-20 -  FNPS conference in Miami    

  June  -- Hillsborough River Paddle  

  July - possible buying trip to local native nursery 

  August - no fieldtrip 

  September 22 - Polk county sites -more info to come 

  October 27-29 - Silver Springs State Park camping, we have 2 cabins reserved - see page 4 

  November -  Blackwater Creek Preserve 

        

 Fieldtrip April 21     

Duette Preserve 
             
    Where:   2649 Rawls Rd. Parrish 34219  

    When:   9:00 AM    
          

 Duette is the largest preserve in Manatee county and is over 21,000 acres.  The preserve is 

host to many of the native plant communities of Manatee County, providing protection and preservation of pine flat-

woods, hardwood swamps, xeric oak scrub, depression marsh, and vast dry prairie. SNPS last visited in April 2015, it 

was a great visit with many and varied plants seen.  

  This time we will be riding on a covered wagon behind a county truck. Space is limited to about 20, please sign up 

ahead of time by emailing or calling Steve (info below).  

  There are no facilities available, so plan accordingly. This trip will be about 3-4 hours.  

  We recommend wearing a hat, long pants and close-toed shoes. Don't forget drinking water, snacks 

and sunscreen.  

    Contact for trip -    Steve Dickman  813 597-5888 

              palmettobug13@yahoo.com 

 

Lettuce Lake Update   From Tina Patterson 
 

The county bought new edging for the garden border and we plan to install it in April.  The Vir-

ginia willow (Itea virginica) is blooming in the garden and in the cypress dome.  It is very popu-

lar with the swallowtail butterflies. The deerberry, sparkleberry and shiny lyonia are prominent 

along the nature trail and paved trail. Wild turkeys and hummingbirds are visiting the feeders by 

the garden (not the same feeders). The hummingbirds also appreciate the coral honeysuckle.  
 

The next native plant walk is April 28.The walk is free but there is a $2 per car entry fee.  See 

you there!    

 You’re invited to a  WINE & CHEESE PARTY at the Mullhollands 
 

15410 Stonecreek Lane     Sunday April 22, 2018 

Tampa, FL  33613     From 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm 

(813) 962-7020  Cell:  (813) 367-7842 
 

---   SEE NATIVE PLANTS IN SUBURBIA: ONE WAY TO DO IT WITHOUT A LAWN   --- 
 

  There are more than 130 species of native plants in the yard.  An identification list will be provided that shows what and 

where they are located. Free “you dig” native plants - we have spades and bags. It’s a party, mostly outdoors, rain or shine, 

so dress casually. There is seating outside under a canopy and also under shade trees.  

   If you need more information please call Fred & Barbara Mulholland.                



  Page 6    The Suncoast Grapevine -  April 2018 

 

 

         Plant City HCC Garden  Update  
 

  Thanks to Devon for helping me with a broken sprinkler.  The timers still don’t 

work but at least I am not back to toting buckets of water.   The swamp twinflower 

is looking great! 

  We have funky flowers on the hearts-a-bustin or strawberry bush (Euonymus amer-

icanus).  Some plants are getting a slow start to spring but most are happy and 

healthy. 
          ~Janet Bowers  

   

   

   

   

   
         
      Looking for a way to celebrate?  April 21 Looking for a way to celebrate?  April 21 Looking for a way to celebrate?  April 21 ---   Roots n' Shoots, a University of Tampa Roots n' Shoots, a University of Tampa Roots n' Shoots, a University of Tampa 

environmental club, will be working with Joel and Tina at Lettuce Lake. They will re-environmental club, will be working with Joel and Tina at Lettuce Lake. They will re-environmental club, will be working with Joel and Tina at Lettuce Lake. They will re-

move invasives, cutting back fire bush in the garden and installing a new border around the garden. Any move invasives, cutting back fire bush in the garden and installing a new border around the garden. Any move invasives, cutting back fire bush in the garden and installing a new border around the garden. Any 

member not going on the field trip is welcome to join them.member not going on the field trip is welcome to join them.member not going on the field trip is welcome to join them.   
   

EcoFest 2018 is a community event organized by Learning Gate Community School, the City of Tampa and USF Health 

to celebrate the many businesses, organizations, and individuals in the Tampa Bay area dedicated to the principles of 

sustainability – Ecology, Equity and Economy.  The 9th Annual EcoFest will be held on Sunday, April 22nd at the Lowry 

Park bandshell area – 7525 N. Boulevard, Tampa, Florida 33604 . The event will be open to the public from 11:00 AM 

until 4:00 PM . Admission to the event is free. 
   

      Sweetwater organic farm Sunday market Sweetwater organic farm Sunday market Sweetwater organic farm Sunday market ---   open noon to 4open noon to 4open noon to 4   
      There are vendors and live music every Sunday.  Check out their website for more information. There are vendors and live music every Sunday.  Check out their website for more information. There are vendors and live music every Sunday.  Check out their website for more information.    
      http://sweetwaterhttp://sweetwaterhttp://sweetwater---organic.org/sundayorganic.org/sundayorganic.org/sunday---market/market/market/   

      Market Parking is located off of Hanley Road and Comanche Avenue.Market Parking is located off of Hanley Road and Comanche Avenue.Market Parking is located off of Hanley Road and Comanche Avenue.      (Do not follow GPS to our address or you (Do not follow GPS to our address or you (Do not follow GPS to our address or you 

will end up in the wrong area!)will end up in the wrong area!)will end up in the wrong area!)      
   

      A great idea is to come to the USF Plant Sale on April 14 and 15 A great idea is to come to the USF Plant Sale on April 14 and 15 A great idea is to come to the USF Plant Sale on April 14 and 15 to get na-to get na-to get na-

tive plants and then plant them in your yard.  Talk to your neighbors about na-tive plants and then plant them in your yard.  Talk to your neighbors about na-tive plants and then plant them in your yard.  Talk to your neighbors about na-

tives.  Give them one of our FNPS’ Natives brochures and the Planting a Refuge tives.  Give them one of our FNPS’ Natives brochures and the Planting a Refuge tives.  Give them one of our FNPS’ Natives brochures and the Planting a Refuge 

booklet.  Maybe even give them some baby natives that have come up in your booklet.  Maybe even give them some baby natives that have come up in your booklet.  Maybe even give them some baby natives that have come up in your 

yard.    yard.    yard.       
   
      Audubon is on board now, they are supporting planting natives to sustain birds.  We 

are making progress in getting the word out.  Someday maybe we won’t have to go into 

a long explanation about what natives are and why to plant them….. 

   

      Buy a copy of a Native Plant book for yourself or someone’s birthday (Mother’s Day is Buy a copy of a Native Plant book for yourself or someone’s birthday (Mother’s Day is Buy a copy of a Native Plant book for yourself or someone’s birthday (Mother’s Day is 

right around the corner)  right around the corner)  right around the corner)  ---   there are identification books, landscaping books and Tallamy’s there are identification books, landscaping books and Tallamy’s there are identification books, landscaping books and Tallamy’s 

Bringing Nature Home.  My aunt in Cape Cod recently raved about what a great speaker he Bringing Nature Home.  My aunt in Cape Cod recently raved about what a great speaker he Bringing Nature Home.  My aunt in Cape Cod recently raved about what a great speaker he 

was and sent a copy of his book to me.  was and sent a copy of his book to me.  was and sent a copy of his book to me.     
   

                                             And as always And as always And as always ---   Make Every Day Earth Day!Make Every Day Earth Day!Make Every Day Earth Day!   
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   Join FNPS on-line - http://fnps.org/participate/membershipinfo 
 

When it comes time to renew, FNPS will send you an email with a link in it.  Your information will already be 

filled out, but you can edit it if it is out of date.  This link is unique to you and not to be shared with others.  

    Plant Profile  -   Dahoon Holly 
         Ilex cassine  
                Family  -     Aquifoliaceae 
 
    Dahoon holly is naturally found in wet areas, sometimes in cypress 
domes.  It is adaptable to drier conditions and is also flexible about sun 
and shade.  
 

   It is an evergreen, medium tree of up to thirty feet tall but slow growing.  The birds love the berries,  
I happened upon a group of robins in dahoon hollies on a walk last year.  Since hollies are dioecious, you 

should try to get a male and female to be sure that you get berries.  
         
 

      Plant Atlas link -  
        http://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/Plant.aspx?id=3866 
   

  FNPS link -                 
         http://www.fnps.org/plants/plant/ilex-cassine 
 

                                                  ~Janet Bowers 

 

Correction 
   

  At least one person reads the newsletter, Joel Jackson pointed out that my monarch article had the wrong month on it, 

it was February 24 that we did the monitoring.  Thank you Joel.  I am always happy to get feedback or suggestions (or 

articles!)               

               -Janet Bowers 

 

Some West Central Florida Native Plant Nurseries  
   

 

 

   Green Isle Gardens Native Plant Nursery 
www.greenislegardens.com 

321-436-4932 

See website for retail hours 

 

 
 

For more retail plant information  - www.PlantRealFlorida.org 

Florida Association of Native Nurseries 

Sweet Bay Nursery 

www.sweetbaynursery.com 

941-776-0501 

See website for retail hours 



  Page 8    The Suncoast Grapevine -  April 2018 

 

 

Suncoast Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.            
P.O. Box 1158 
Seffner, FL  33583-1158  

    
 

 

Please deliver to: 
 

Newsletter Submissions 
Deadline for the next issue: 

May 1, 2018 

Please send articles and original 
artwork for The Suncoast Grapevine 
to Janet Bowers, by the deadline 
above-  jbowers27@yahoo.com 
 

SNPS Web Address 
http://www.SuncoastNPS.org 

 

We’re on Meet Up & Facebook 

 Activities & Committee Chairs 
 

Field Trips           (813) 
    Shirley Denton       625-5031  
    Stephen Dickman       597-5888 
Librarian 
    Vikki Sinclair                     989-2896 
Membership 
     Devon Higginbotham       478-1183   
Newsletter Editor 
     Janet Bowers                    759-2822 
     Mike Fite, Assistant          977-0892 
Publicity/Social media 
      Andy Taylor            
Outreach 
      Open  
USF Plant Sales  

Open           
USF Botanical Garden Liaison  
      Kim Hutton                     974-2329 
Chapter Representative   
      Virginia Overstreet 
Webmaster 
       Shirley Denton        625-5031         

 2018 Board of Directors 
 

President 
  Open 

  
  

Vice-president 
 Virginia Overstreet 
  voverstr@tampabay.rr.com 
 

Treasurer 
 Niki Cribbs 
  cribbs813@gmail.com 
 
Secretary   
 Tina Patterson 
             mablepatterson@hotmail.com 

 

Board Members at Large 
Andy Taylor 

 andytaylor6@gmail.com 

Meetings are normally the 
third Wednesday of the month  

at 7 PM .  (no December meeting) 
 

DIRECTIONS TO:  
Hillsborough County Extension  

5339 County Road 579  
Seffner 

 

Take I-4 to Exit 10  
Go south on 579 for two blocks.  
Turn left on Old Hillsborough 

Ave and park on the North side of 
the office. 

http://www.SuncoastNPS.org

