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www.suncoastnps.org  

The Florida Native Plant Society was organized in 1980 to promote the preservation, conserva-
tion, and restoration of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida. For more 
information about the Florida Native Plant Society, please visit our web site: www.fnps.org 

                JUNE CHAPTER MEETING 
           At the Hillsborough County Extension Office 
 

             Native Plant Conservation at Bok Tower 
        Presented by Cheryl Peterson 

                      Wednesday, June 21 7 PM  

  

  Cheryl Peterson, Manager of the Rare Plant Conservation Program 
at Bok Tower Gardens, will speak on their conservation efforts with na-

tive plants endemic to the Lake Wales Ridge. Cheryl will also discuss the 

many programs at Bok Tower Gardens, including rare plant rescues and 

curating a National Collection of rare plants.  
 

  The Rare Plant Conservation Program works to conserve and enhance our understanding of Florida’s rarest native 

plants, and leads a range of research and conservation efforts for these species.  Cheryl L. Peterson has been the Man-

ager of the Rare Plant Conservation Program at Bok Tower Gardens since 2002.  She has a Bachelor’s degree in Bota-

ny and Microbiology, and a Master's degree in Cell and Molecular Biology. At Bok Tower Gardens she works to estab-

lish new populations of several species, including Scrub Lupine (Lupinus aridorum), Florida Goldenaster (Chrysopsis 

floridana), Brooksville Bellflower (Campanula robinsiae), Clasping Warea (Warea amplexifolia), and Savannas Mint 

(D. immaculata var. savannarum) onto protected lands.  The Bok Tower Rare Plant Conservation Program has received 

state, local and international recognition and awards. 
 

  On Saturday June 24,  our fieldtrip will be to Bok Tower for a guided walk through the native plant gardens. SNPS 

members will receive a special rate of $7.00 per person to enter the park. When you get to the Bok Tower entry gate, 

just let the attendant know that you are part of the Florida Native Plant Society trip.  The gate attendant will let 

you through.  Then proceed to the front of the Visitor Center by 10 AM to join the group. If you have not yet paid for 

the field trip, Gar will collect your money and pay Bok Tower.  A sign-up sheet will be available at our meeting. 
   

Light refreshments are served and a native plant auction follows the presentation.   
 

      -  submitted by Donna Bollenbach & Janet Bowers 
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UPCOMING SPEAKERS-  
   

 July 19  -  see above for more info on July 

August 16 -   John McGee,  Environmental Manager with Hillsborough County Public Works-

Stormwater Services.  He coordinates the Stormwater Environmental Programs  and environmen-

tal education programs such as the Lake and Stream Management Program, Adopt-A-Pond, and 

Stormwater Ecologist.    

Sept 20 -  Snags, Woodpiles and Wildlife - Donna Bollenbach 

   Thanks for helping with the May meeting  - 
  

    JoAnn Hoffman, Bunny Worth 
                         for providing native plants for the plant auction 
 

-->  Don’t forget that we need help from everyone bringing plants for the Auction! 
     

      Barbara and Mike Fite for bringing snacks 
  

           Virginia Overstreet for auctioning the plants 

 

  SNPS Board of Directors for 2018 
 

  We have several openings on our Suncoast 

board for 2018 and need fresh ideas to con-

tinue the incredible progress we have made 

over the past 34 years!  

 

If you are creative, enthusiastic and love 

Florida native plants,  let me know.   

We have the perfect spot for you! 

 

Devon Higginbotham 

 813-478-1183 

archiveproperties@gmail.com 

 

 

We Need Your Help 

Thanks! 
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                      Mark Your Calendar  
 

June 19 - 25 National Pollinator Week, plant some natives for pollinators! 

August 26  9 AM Lettuce Lake walk 

  Sept 10-15  FNPS fall trip - Rainforests and Waterfalls of the Appalachians,  

         Call Devon Higginbotham Phone: 813-478-1183, or E-mail: indigotravelcompany@gmail.com  

  Sept  20   9 AM Hillsborough County proclamation for Native Plant Month in October 

   Sept 30   9 AM  Lettuce Lake Walk 

  Oct 14-15  USF Fall Plant Sale - we need volunteers 

  Oct  27-29   Fall camping trip at Myakka State Park, tent camp overnight or come for a day 

            December 2 or 9 Holiday party 

   FNPS News…. 
       Submitted by Donna Bollenbach,  

SNPS Representative on Council of Chapters  
 

 At the 2017 Annual Florida Native Plant Society Conference 

new officers were elected. Elections are staggered every two 

years for different positions.  Your Florida Native Plant Society 

2017-2018 Board, including present and newly elected officers 

are as follows (note that Devon, Donna, Niki and Shirley are 

Suncoast Chapter Members):  

 

Catherine Bowman: President 

Susan Carr: President-Elect (newly elected) 

Jacqueline Rolly: Secretary (newly elected) 

Devon Higginbotham: Vice-President Finance 

Don Spence: Vice-President for Administration  

   (newly elected) 

Peter Rogers, Treasurer (newly elected) 

Donna Bollenbach: Council Chair (newly elected by the 

   council of chapters) 

Nicole Zampieri: Council Secretary 

Ian Crawford: Director at Large 

Carol Sullivan: Director at Large 

Wendy Poag: Director at Large (newly elected) 

Winnie Said: Director at Large (newly elected) 

Shirley Denton: Communications Committee Chair 

Marlene Rodak: Conference Committee Chair 

Juliet Rynear: Conservation Committee Chair 

  Niki Cribbs: Education Committee Chair   
 Ronald Blair: Landscape Committee Chair 

Ray Jarrett: Land Management Partners Chair 

Eugene Kelly:  Policy & Legislation Chair 

Paul Schmalzer: Science Advisory Committee Chr. 

Vacant: Membership (subcommittee) Chair 

Vacant: Council of Chapters’ Vice-Chair 

 

Anytime you would like to contact a Society Board member 

or Committee Chair, you can find their contact information 

on the FNPS website: http://www.fnps.org/contacts.  The 

website is also where you will find out what each committee 

does and a wealth of information on current initiatives and 

volunteer opportunities, and download the current copy of 

the Sabal Minor, the Society Newsletter.  

 
The Conference Committee is looking at new venues: 

  In 2018, they are looking for a venue in South Florida, per-

haps as far as Miami. Perhaps there will be fieldtrips to the 

Everglades and Keys.  

  In 2019, they are looking for a venue in the Northwest Pan-

handle. A botanical treasure.  

   Stay tuned! 

 

 As your Council Representative, you need to let me know 

what discussions, direction or initiatives you would like to 

see in the future of FNPS. Please feel free to send me your 

thoughts:  donna.bollenbach@gmail.com.    

Summer Reading 
 

  I am a pretty voracious reader, with a stack of library books and always wanting more.  I recently discovered Edwin 

Way Teale (June 2, 1899 – October 18, 1980), a nature writer  who is like a plant walk companion to me now.  I couldn’t find any 

of his books at the library so I went on-line to order some used copies.  I got all 4 of his ‘seasons’ and starting reading the first one 

‘North with the Spring’ (1951).  It starts in Florida and eventually ventures up to the Okefenokee Swamp and farther north.  Be-

sides the botanical descriptions, he writes about birds and seems to notice everything in the world around him.  I’m sure that 

things have changed since 1951, some for the better and some for the worst  but the books seems timeless to me.  I have made my 

way through Autumn and only have Winter left to read.  ‘Wandering Through Winter’ won the Pulitzer Prize for General Non-

Fiction in 1966 (and yet cannot be found in our local library).  I have ordered another book so that I can continue to hear Edwin 

Way Teale’s words in my head.  It is amazing that he was able to zig zag across the country without a smart phone app, how far 

we have come but where is today’s naturalist, travel writer worthy of a Pulitzer?  

  I am hoping to do some of his ‘Spring’ trip after I retire in a couple years and hope that I don’t run out of books to read in the 

meantime.              ~Janet Bowers 

mailto:donna.bollenbach@gmail.com
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                    2017 Field Trip schedule      

      

  Aug 19   Nursery buying trip  

   Sept 23   TBD 

      Oct 27-29  Camping trip at Myakka State Park, reserve your site at Old Prairie camping area        

      Nov 18   TBD 

        

   June 24 Fieldtrip      
          Bok Tower Garden and Conservation Areas      
 

            Where:  In front of the visitor center 

            When:    10:00 AM  
                    
     Cheryl Peterson, Manager of the Rare Plant Conservation Program at Bok Tower Gar-

dens, will lead a guided tour of the native plant and rare plants sections of Bok Tower Gar-

dens. She will walk us through the native plant areas, including the new native plant up-

lands, a native plant bog, and an endangered native plant garden. We will also get a ‘behind 

the scenes’ look at the greenhouse area and conservation beds. 

   After the walk your may choose to eat a lunch you brought or dine (at your own expense) 

at The Blue Palmetto Café, located in the Visitor Center. The Cafe features delicious salads, 

soups, sandwiches and wraps, fruit and specialty desserts, and seating is available inside or outside.   

   It may be too hot but there are 2 other areas with natives- the ridge trail and the newer parking area near the entrance, 

just off the main road. 

  SNPS members will receive a special rate of $7.00 per person to enter Bok Tower Garden. We request you pay in ad-

vance, but if you do not, it is still OK to get this special deal. When you get to the Bok Tower gate, just need to let the 

gate attendant know that you are part of the Florida Native Plant Society trip.  The gate attendant will let you 

through.  Then proceed to the front of the Visitor Center by10 AM to join the group. If you have not yet paid for the 

field trip, Gar will collect your money and pay Bok Tower. More information and a sign-up sheet will be available at 

our  June chapter meeting.  

 

 We recommend that you bring water, sunscreen and a hat. For more information, contact voverstr@tampabay.rr.com. 

 

           Contact for trip   Virginia Overstreet (813) 541-3187, voverstr@tampabay.rr.com  

 RAINFORESTS AND WATERFALLS  

OF THE APPALACHIANS 
  

 SEPTEMBER 10 - 15, 2017  

  

  The excellent reviews are in for the first FNPS trip with Indigo Travel 

Company to Alabama in April, don’t miss the fall trip to North Georgia 

and the Smokies!  This is a fundraiser for FNPS as well as a great way to 

see nearby natives. 

  The highest mountain tops in Georgia, North Carolina and Tennessee 

create a unique climate by forcing cloud formations up their slopes until 

they cool, condense and disburse their precipitation, creating damp, rainy conditions.  Join us as we explore the unique 

flora and fauna of these Appalachian rainforests. 
 

More info at https://www.indigotravelcompany.com 

   813-478-1183  INDIGO TRAVEL COMPANY  6322 BARTON ROAD, PLANT CITY, FL  33565 

   Your hosts are SNPS members - Devon and Al Higginbotham, avid travelers with exploration in their DNA 

mailto:voverstr@tampabay.rr.com
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ANOTHER INTERVIEW WITH OUR FEARLESS LEADERS 
(SUNCOAST BOARD OF DIRECTORS) 

 

    Our Director at Large, Andy Taylor 
 
Question:  Where did you grow up and who inspired your interest in plants? 
 

Answer:  “Brandon!  Many years ago, my dad, brother and I were trying to think of something to give my 
mom for Mother’s Day.  We decided to spruce up the yard by planting flowers in the beds.  She liked it so 
much, and we enjoyed doing it, that we have been doing it ever since”.   
  
 

Question:  What developed your interest in native plants? 
 
Answer:   “I am a Floridian through and through, and have been very interested in Florida history since I 
was a kid.  After graduating from USF in Political Science, I worked in Tallahassee as an intern.  In the cap-
itol they gave a lot of tours associated with Florida history and, finding them fascinating, I took ad-
vantage of all of them.  I suppose my interest in native plants is the direct result of my interest in all 
things Florida.  Whether it’s beer or plants, if it’s native to, or made in, Florida, I’m choosing it”. 
 
 

 Question:  What are your goals and what do you hope to accomplish in 2017 on the Suncoast board? 
 
Answer:  “Membership Growth!  I want to teach people about Florida native plants and showcase what we 
do as a chapter and a Society.  When Scott Davis came to speak to our chapter about the Monarch/
Milkweed connection, I contacted Channel 13 to interview him and put it on the air.  When we participat-
ed in the Earth Day event at the Plant City Hillsborough Community College, I made sure Donna was in-
terviewed by Channel 8.  I want to let everyone in Hillsborough County know what we do!” 

 
 Question:  What is your favorite Florida native plant? 

 

Answer:  “Firebush.  It’s the first Florida native plant I purchased two years ago at one of the Suncoast 

chapter auctions and Anne Cox told me all about it.  Since I live in an apartment, I planted it in my 

parent’s yard and it’s doing great!” 

 
 
 

 
~ Devon Higginbotham 
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Plant City 

HCC Garden 

News 
 

 Good news and bad 

news -- the Stokes 

Asters are blooming 

and the Coral Bean in 

our garden is not na-

tive.   

I will be removing the coral bean, the leaves looks suspi-

cious and when it bloomed, Steve Dickman confirmed that it 

is not the Florida native.  There was a sign vendor at the 

FNPS conference, I will be investigating how much it will 

cost to get plant signs that are more permanent for our gar-

dens.  I’d also like to get a sign 

with SNPS info on it.  

The rosinweed is providing 

some steady pollinator food and 

the Virginia willow has flowers.  

The Baldwin’s button snakeroot 

that popped up by itself is 

blooming like crazy. 

 
 

~ Janet 

 

 

Lettuce Lake Update  
From Tina Patterson 

 
 

   On Saturday , May 27, fifteen people 

joined Joel Jackson, Donna Bollenbach 

and Tina Patterson for the Lettuce Lake 

Native Plant Walk. Andy Taylor 

brought in representatives of Quala to 

visit the park where they hope to volun-

teer with us. 

 

We toured the boardwalk to see but-

ton bush, cypresses and limpkins, 

then took the paved trail and nature 

trail into the uplands where many 

tarflower and red root were in bloom. 

 
Photos from  

Donna  

Bollenbach 

Flatwoods Park Update                                                                                               
~Mary Miller 

 

  Despite the fact that the park is still very dry and received 

very little, if any rain on Saturday, the bluebirds are doing 

great! I discovered that we actually have 4 chicks in our spy-

cam box (F1), instead of the 3 I spotted on the TV screen and 

they are all very healthy looking. Today we have a total of 35 

fledglings (22 BB, 2 CC, 11 TM), 63 bluebird chicks, and 45 

bluebird eggs.  In addition to the bluebirds, I saw the roseate 

spoonbill again this week, along with a great egret and snowy 

egret. 

 

  Bluebird sponsor Tim Ohr, point-

ed out a pretty yellow flower he saw along the trail and neither 

of us could identify it, so I sent a picture to Suncoast Native 

Plant Society member Carmel. She identified it as pineland heli-

otrope (Heliotropium polyphyllum).  

 

Additionally, we started a small wildflower garden on the east 

side of the ranger station. Thanks to Ranger Swampy, who put in a sprinkler system, and to all 

the rangers who are watering the plants everyday, the garden is thriving! 

3 chicks in box F22, showing 
their blue color and markings 

Native Plant garden  
in front of the ranger station 
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 2017 FNPS Conference in a Nutshell               ~  Janet Bowers 
 

  I could probably fill 20 pages on the conference, there were so many fieldtrips and speakers 

that it would take a lot of room to cover everything.  Instead I will focus on a few highlights and 

share some pictures.   
   

  I started out my experience with the Thursday Tiger Creek Preserve 

fieldtrip.  The trip was on a recently completed trail that crosses the creek 

and in a relatively short distance (under 3 miles I think) covers a lot of terri-

tory.  We saw wetlands and scrubby flatwoods, well maintained with fire.  

An early tarflower was blooming and there was a section of blueberries 

ready to eat!  The grand finale was Curtiss’ milkweeds on the way back.  It 

was this fieldtrip that pushed me over the edge about whether to attend the 

conference, I used to be a Ridge Ranger and had been to the property from 

the other side many times but seeing the creek was a first.  I plan to go back in the fall. 
   

  Friday started out with Dr. Tonya Clayton, I  had heard her speak at the Ft Myers conference but forgot how compelling 

she is.  Sea Level Rise was the topic and she stepped through the facts with pictures and data that told the story.  Tonya 

was an excellent way to start the sessions. 
   

  On Saturday the general membership meeting took place, awards were handed out and the FNPS vote took place for the 

FNPS officers that were open (see page 4 for more details.)  A Conservation Grant award of $5,000 (part of which was 

funded by SNPS) was awarded to Dr. Gary Knox for his study of  Ashe’s Magnolia which is endangered in Florida. 
   

  One of the featured speakers on Saturday was Laura Super  - ironic because her favorite phrase was ‘super cool’, I 

smiled through the whole talk because she was adorable.  It was easy to see her enthusiasm and commitment to discover-

ing new things about plants and even better to hear her talk about helping others do the same.  Laura is working on her 

PhD at the University of  British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada.  (Dr. Suzanne Simard is her supervisor and was origi-

nally scheduled to speak at our conference but had to cancel shortly before the event due to her father’s illness.)  The top-

ic was ‘Mycorrhizal Fungi are Fascinating’.  It fit in well with Dr. Alan Franck’s Fungi talk later in the day.  He gave a 

similar talk to SNPS last October, I enjoyed hearing it again. 
   

  I like to catch some science talks at the conference as a flashback to my Biology days in college.  I heard Jamie Gulvna 

Munn from USF talk about long leaf pines, Alex Griffel talk about terrestrial orchids at Avon Park Bombing Range and a 

researcher talk about propagation of  the cowhorn orchid using an encapsulation matrix.  
 

  I wish I had gone to hear Larry Weaner talk about ‘Breaking the Rules: Ecological Landscape Design and Traditional 

Landscape Methodology’.  I got his book from the library.  He is from the Philadelphia area and of similar thinking as 

Doug Tallamy.   A few tips in the book seem reasonable to me -  1.  your landscape will change over time as it evolves- 

don’t fight against how nature works, if you ’go with the flow’ it will be much easier,  2.  if a plant isn’t suited for the 

landscape - don’t keep trying to make it work,  3.  don’t pull weeds out , there is less work if you keep cutting off the 

plant at the ground level instead of disturbing the soil and leaving a gap for more weeds to sprout in, plant some natives 

that can compete with the plants that you don’t want.   
 

  There was a new vendor at the conference - Lark Labels, they make signs for gardens out of aluminum, guaranteed to 

last 10 years.  I am going to check out their website for our native garden at HCC Plant City. 

Plant ID  

Expert Division 

 
SNPS member 

Steve Dickman 

got first place in 

the Expert Plant 

ID contest. 

Susan Carr (FNPS 

president elect) 

got  #2 

SNPS member 

and FNPS  

Education 

Committee 

Chair,  

Niki Cribbs 
gave a presenta-

tion on her com-

mittee 

Photo from Donna Bollenbach 

Curtiss’ milkweed 
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Plant Profile  -    Pink Swamp Milkweed  -  Asclepias incarnata 
    Family  -   Apocynaceae 
 
   The pink swamp milkweed is taller than the white one 
(Asclepias perennis) and has more volume of growth to feed 
monarchs.  It grows to about 3.5 feet tall and like other milk-
weeds, is the host plant for monarch, queen and soldier butter-
flies.  The butterflies lay eggs on the plant and then when the 
caterpillar hatches, it eats the leaves 
and flowers until it grows big 
enough to pupate. The plant is 
dormant in the winter and the 

spring brings fresh new leaves which grow pretty quickly. 
     
  If you have a sunny, wet area in your yard, you need to plant this. I have 
tried to grow Asclepias tuberosa with no luck. I have bought several wonderful 
plants from Sweetbay Nursery and they are still alive after a year or so.  They will be much happier 

when the rain starts but they seem to be patient and 
are hanging in there in the meantime. 
 
 

   Plant Atlas link - 
   http://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/Plant.aspx?id=3626 
 
  

 FNPS link- 
  http://www.fnps.org/plants/plant/asclepias-
incarnata 
 

 
~Janet Bowers 

Cabin bench 

 

PEOPLES CLIMATE MARCH GASLIGHT PARK (4.29.17)   

 

  According to the Tampa Bay Times newspaper about 500 people attended the PEO-

PLES CLIMATE MARCH. Organizations with limited resources were given a brief 

platform to express their concerns with environmental and humans rights issues. The 

gathering was mostly upbeat with the usual well deserved criticism of climate change 

deniers. Hillsborough County Commissioner Pat Kemp spoke and promised more Hills-

borough County Government involvement in sustainability issues like solar power.  

 

  The event concluded  with a “march” from Gaslight Park to the Riverfront Park. The 

City of Tampa Police on bicycles closed off the streets from vehicle traffic to insure the 

safety of participants.  

 

                                                                                          Mike Fite 
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Membership in the Florida Native Plant Society enables you to receive their 

wonderful quarterly magazine The Palmetto. Joining the SNPS also entitles 

you to membership privileges in the Suncoast Native Plant Society and a 

subscription to their monthly newsletter The Suncoast Grapevine.  Contact 

the SNPS membership chair, Devon Higginbotham, at 478-1183. 

 Check pertinent category: 
 

 Individual  $35         Business or non-       

 Full time student  $15                    profit  $150 

 Family or household  $50     Supporting $100 

 Patron  $250                          Gold  $500 

 Sustaining - $10 a month w/credit card 

         Visa    MC       Expiration __________ 

   Card # ________________________  Code ____ 

Make check payable to FNPS. 
Detach and mail to: 

FNPS 

P.O. Box 278 

Melbourne, FL  32902-0278  

    Join FNPS on-line - http://fnps.org/participate/membershipinfo 
When it comes time to renew, FNPS will send you an email with a link in it.  Your information will already be filled out, but 

you can edit it if it is out of date.  This link is unique to you and not to be shared with others.  

Coming up in the next 2 months - 
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Suncoast Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.            
P.O. Box 1158 
Seffner, FL  33583-1158  

    
 

 

Please deliver to: 
 

Newsletter Submissions 
Deadline for the next issue: 

June 25, 2017 

Please send articles and original 
artwork for The Suncoast Grapevine 
to Janet Bowers, by the deadline 
above-  jbowers27@yahoo.com 
 

SNPS Web Address 
http://www.SuncoastNPS.org 

 

We’re on Meet Up & Facebook 

 Activities & Committee Chairs 
 

Field Trips           (813) 
    Shirley Denton       625-5031  
    Stephen Dickman       597-5888 
Librarian 
    Vikki Sinclair                     989-2896 
Membership 
     Devon Higginbotham       478-1183   
Newsletter Editor 
     Janet Bowers                    759-2822 
     Mike Fite, Assistant          977-0892 
Publicity/Social media 
      Donna Bollenbach        679-5597      
Outreach 
      Open  
USF Plant Sales  

Gar Reed         323-0927  
USF Botanical Garden Liaison  
      Kim Hutton                     974-2329 

Chapter Representative & 

Webmaster 
      Donna Bollenbach        679-5597 

 2017 Board of Directors 
 

President 
  Donna Bollenbach 
            donna.bollenbach@gmail.com  

  

Vice-president 
 Virginia Overstreet 
  voverstr@tampabay.rr.com 
 

Treasurer 
 Gar Reed 
 gar0426@yahoo.com 
 
Secretary   
 Tina Patterson 
             mablepatterson@hotmail.com 

 

Board Members at Large 
Andy Taylor 

 andytaylor6@gmail.com 

Meetings are normally the 
third Wednesday of the month  

at 7 PM .  (no December meeting) 
 

DIRECTIONS TO:  
Hillsborough County  

Extension  
5339 County Road 579  

Seffner 
 

Take I-4 to Exit 10 (just east of I-
75). Go south on 579 for two 

blocks.  Turn left on Old 
Hillsborough Ave and park on the 

North side of the office. Regular meetings are in Seffner 

http://www.SuncoastNPS.org

