
The Suncoast Grapevine -  November 2016   Page 1 

 

 

Volume 33 Number 11                  November 2016 

 

The

Suncoast
Grapevine
Newsletter of the Suncoast Native Plant Society, Inc.

www.ficus.usf.edu/orgs/suncoast

 

www.suncoastnps.org  

The Florida Native Plant Society was organized in 1980 to promote the preservation, conserva-
tion, and restoration of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida. For more 
information about the Florida Native Plant Society, please visit our web site: www.fnps.org 

                 NOVEMBER CHAPTER MEETING 
        At the Hillsborough County Extension Office 
 

Hillsborough County Environmental Lands 
Presented by  Ross Dickerson  
 Wednesday, November 16, 7 PM   

                

        
    Ross Dickerson, manager of the Hillsborough County Environmental Lands Section, will 

provide an overview of the Jan K. Platt Environmental Lands Acquisition and Protection Pro-

gram (ELAPP) including the purpose, history, funding sources, and accomplishments. He will 

also discuss ecosystem services and the benefits (direct or indirect) they have on our lives.  

ELAPP  is Florida’s largest local government  environmental land program and we are lucky 

to have it in our county!  61,000 acres of environmentally sensitive wildlife habitat and corri-

dors are managed by the ELAPP program. 
 

Ross got his start with ELAPP in 2001 as an environmental technician and never looked back. He holds a Bachelor’s 

degree in Environmental Studies from Eckerd College and is finishing a Master’s Degree in Park and Resource Manage-

ment from Slippery Rock University. 
 

In addition to ecosystems management, Ross is deeply interested in human-environment interaction, and is passionate 

about both environmental history and environmental education. 
 

Lettuce Lake Park is a long time Hillsborough County park and SNPS has been working to maintain the Native Plant 

Garden and hold monthly plant walks to provide information to the public about what is growing in the park. One of the 

ELAPP lands is Blackwater Creek Nature Preserve where we had our October wagon ride and another is Triple Creek 

where we had a wagon tour in the spring.  Both sites had burning done this year and the resulting flowers are putting on 

a lovely display. 
 

Light refreshments are served and a native plant auction follows the presentation.   
 

                              

      -  submitted by Donna Bollenbach & Janet Bowers 



  Page 2    The Suncoast Grapevine -  November 2016 

 

 

 

UPCOMING SPEAKERS-  
   

 Dec 3- Joint holiday event with other local chapters at Brooker Creek Preserve.  Craig Huegel 

will be speaking about Plant Roots and Bruce Turley will talk about Landscape Design. 

Jan 18 - Scott Davis, St Mark’s ranger, milkweed mapper and edible expert. 

Feb 15 - Damon Moore of Perico Preserve will talk and lead our fieldtrip  

Thanks for Your Help with the USF Fall 
Plant Sale!  

 
 We had a lot of volunteers.  Plants and books were 
sold. The new brochure was popular, people were 
happy to donate a dollar for it so that we will be 
able to reprint it when we run out of copies. 
 
 

   SNPS made about $1,400 which is about average for the fall sale.   
 

   We appreciate Gar’s continued hard work to organize our plant sale fund-
raisers. It takes a lot of time to make these weekend long sales happen! 

   Thanks for helping with the September meeting  - 
  

    Mike Fite, Sue Dangelmaier, Janet Bowers  
                         for providing plants for the plant auction 
 
   

                      Shirley Denton for bringing snacks  
 

           Joel Jackson for auctioning the plants 

 

2017 SNPS Board of Directors Nominees 
 

 President    Donna Bollenbach 

 Vice President Virginia Overstreet 

 Treasurer  Gar Reed 

 Secretary  Tina Hamilton 

 At Large  Andy Taylor 

 

 
  Devon Higginbotham, Mike Fite and JoAnn Hoffman served on the nominating committee appointed by Donna 

and worked to bring us the proposed slate of nominees.  We appreciate your help with this important task and the in-

vestment in the future of SNPS.  We are happy to have some new faces with fresh ideas on the Board!   

 

  Janet Bowers, Steve Dickman and Shirley Denton will be leaving the board and their service is appreciated. 
 

  As specified in the bylaws, the membership can nominate board members and will vote on approving the 2017 SNPS 

Board at the November 19 meeting.  See you there! 
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                      Mark Your Calendar  
 

Nov 13  8:30 to 10 AM Plant City HCC , 2001 E Cherry St, Work day, the garden needs more 

weeding, please come and help! Bring gloves, pruner or other tool to work with.    

Please wear long pants and long sleeves. 

     Nov. 12 &13 Discover the Island 2016 Egmont Key Celebration  

     http://www.egmontkey.info/page-1251146  

    Jan 28   9:30   Lettuce Lake plant walk, starting at the Native Plant Garden  

    April 26-30  Camping at St Joe’s Peninsula State Park, reserve  your camping site now. 

    May 18-21 FNPS Annual Conference at Westgate River Ranch Resort near Lake Wales 

    http://www.fnps.org/conference/2017 

   FNPS News…. 
The 2017 Conference theme is- 

Connections: Above and Below 
 

  With our venue located in the heart of the historic ever-

glades watershed, this theme seemed like a perfect fit, find 

out why and more about the topics the conference will 

explore on http://fnpsblog.blogspot.com or the FNPS 

website home page:  http://www.fnps.org. The conference 

committee is also happy to announce that SNPS member 

Shirley Denton volunteered to be the fieldtrip coordinator. 

Contact her at ecotypes@verizon.net if you can help lead-

ing or planning the fieldtrips. With Shirley’s leadership, 

there are sure to be some great fieldtrips -- the Lake Wales 

Ridge and Kissimmee Prairie among them -- so you won’t 

want to miss this conference.  Lodging reservations can be 

made now, and fieldtrips will began posting in January. 

Conference registration will follow shortly thereafter. To 

secure lodging or get the latest updates, visit our web-

site: http://www.fnps.org/conference/2017 . 

   Welcome New SNPS members - 
 

 Helena Claflin     
 Bryan Dreisbach 
 Tracy Evans 
 Karen Heidt 
 Deborah Joudrey 
 Larry and Karen Killmar 
 Jayne Rawnsley 
 William Worth 
 Deborah Zahrt 
 Katy Zatsick 

 
 

Thanks to all our Renewing Members, we appreciate your on-going support! 

  SNPS member Niki Cribbs has volunteered to be 

the FNPS outreach and education Chairperson.  

Please send her a message at  http://www.fnps.org/

committee/education  if you are interested in help-

ing with this. 
 

  Judging by all the activi-

ties on the October 15 

weekend, Native Plant 

month was a success.  On 

the same weekend was 

Wings and Wildflowers, 

Backyard Biodiversity, 

Birding and Nature Festi-

val,  Kissimmee Prairie 

fall walks, Native Plant 

Sales and trips to see 

plants in the wild!   

http://www.egmontkey.info/page-1251146
http://fnpsblog.blogspot.com/
http://www.fnps.org/
http://www.fnps.org/conference/2017%20.
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                      2016 Field Trip schedule      

      

     Dec 3,  9-3 Joint holiday event with Pinellas, Citrus, Heartland and Nature Coast chapters at  

  Brooker Creek Preserve,  there will be speakers, hikes and other activities plus food ! 

      ** NOTE DATE CHANGE ** 
 

     November 12 Fieldtrip      
            Aripeka Sandhills Preserve     
 

    Where:  18000 Aripeka Road, Hudson, FL 34667  

    When:   9:00 AM    
 

    Aripeka Sandhills was acquired as part of the 7,136-acre Weekie Wachee 

Preserve managed by the Southwest Florida Water Management District.  

  The preserve features sandhill and dense swamps. (There also may be some nice roadside wildflowers before you get 

to the site.)  We will be visiting the sandhill area which is known for good fall wildflowers.   You can download a loca-

tion map and a trail map from the County’s website:  

 http://www.pascocountyfl.net/index.aspx?nid=658.    
 

  Expect a walk of 1.5 to 2 miles – we do not promise to stay on the trails.    

Bring water and be prepared for sun and insects, though we hope to have neither.  

 

             Shirley Denton is the contact  813 625-5031 

Flatwoods Trail at Jonathan Dickinson State Park 

  Our recent camping trip was another great reason to come on our overnight trips.  I was a little reluc-

tant as time grew closer and I thought of how hot it would be and that it was in South Florida with the 

millions of people there and I thought seriously about not going.  As usual, all the doubts 

and worries were a waste of time - the people and plants were outstanding!  Friday I got a 

preview of the flatwoods as we drove back to the cabin and did some roadside botanizing - 

lots of grasses, rayless goldenrod, liatris and tall blue-eyed grass were dotted along the 

road. The large coreopsis (C. floridana) was sprinkled in the mix and I was happy taking pictures. 
   

  The next morning, we set off on a walk that turned out to be long-

er than I expected but the flowers were lovely.  I saw some drum-

heads (pic above, right), one of my favorites.  We saw 4 or 5 pine 

lilies, lots of liatris and the weather was windy.  It was actually 

cooler than at home thanks to the clouds.  There were pines 

throughout a lot of the area and gallberry loaded with fruit.  The 

silver palmettos were common in the park and provided a nice con-

trast to all the green ones.  Anne Cox and our other leaders made it 

a great weekend.  Thanks to everyone who attended. 
 

  Towards the end of the trail we came across some pond 

cypress with tillandsias in them and lovely white water 

lilies in ponds.  There were also tiny, purple bladderworts 

in 2 shades of lavender floating on the surface.  Once 

again I was tired but happy, full of new experiences to rel-

ish and looking forward to our trip in April! 
 

   ~ Janet 

http://www.pascocountyfl.net/index.aspx?nid=658
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Joint Holiday Celebration  
with Suncoast, Pinellas, Citrus and Hernando Chapters 

 Native Plant Holiday Mini Workshop  
A Full Day of Botanical Fun at the Beautiful Brooker Creek Preserve  

Saturday, December 3, 2016, 9 am to 2 pm  
 

Open to Everyone, free Admission. REGISTRATION REQUIRED* 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/native-plant-holiday-celebration-tickets-26568804008  

9 am -  Saturday Hike, limit 20  

10:00 am – 11:30 am   

Introduction to Plant Identification with James Stevenson, hike following 

Using Native Plants in the Landscape, by Bruce Turley Wilcox Nursery  

 11:30 am - 12:30:  Lunch -  bring a side dish, salad or dessert to share. Mix, mingle and enjoy.   

Holiday Potluck Lunch: Whole Turkey & Spiral Ham will be provided,. 

12:30 pm – 2 pm  

How Roots Work - Dr. Craig Huegel – hike following  

Designing Your Natural Landscape, a Hands-on Primer limit 20. RSVP 727-726-1455  

Grapevine Wreath Workshop- The Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve 

                                                                      Free for members, $15.00 for non-members 
*SNPS members, if you are unable to register on-line, please let Donna know at a chapter meeting and she will register for you.    

            SELF-TAUGHT EXPERTS                  by Devon Higginbotham 
 

I’ve always been fascinated with self-taught individuals, so knowledgeable yet with no formal education.  We all know a musi-
cian, computer whiz or cook who taught themselves, but what about a Botanist?  It’s hard enough learning Botany in a class 
room.  What inspires someone to spend the better part of every waking moment seeking answers in such a complex and com-
plicated science, on their own?   
If you want to learn about Florida native plants, join the Florida Native Plant Society.  It’s true, but where does this wealth of 
knowledge come from.  While some of our “experts” are accomplished Botanist with impressive credentials, others collected 
their information in Mother Nature’s classroom. So, I asked these questions of three very, respected experts: 

 What formal education do you have in Botany? 
What developed your interest in Florida native plants? 
If someone wanted to learn about native plants, what would you suggest? 

Carmel vanHoek  (Part I) 
Formal Botany Education:  Carmel is a retired Nurse but took a course at USF years ago, “Introduction to botany”.  “We spent 
a lot of time looking at microscopic things, fungi.  There was a lot of plant sex in it”.   
Inspiration:  “I’m not a gardener but I’ve always been interested in plants.  I grew up in Tampa and would walk to school in the 
1st grade.  To get there I would cut through empty lots full of phlox and I would try to pick one of every color and pattern.” 
“My goal was to be able to go into a patch of wilderness and name everything.  As a teen I was into snakes so I read about 
where to find them.  I learned there are different kinds of woods with different trees and each attracted different kinds of snakes.  
Back then there was no native plant club and no internet.  I didn’t even know where the woods were.  Then one day I saw an 
article in the paper by the Tampa Audubon for a walk in the woods and I thought, ‘They will know where the woods are’.  
That’s what started it.”  “I had to know the name of everything.  To see them wasn’t enough.  I had to know what to call them.” 
Suggestions for Learning: 

Find a friend with a similar interest. 
Go on fieldtrips with a guide.  Carry pencil and paper and write down everything.  Ask for spelling.  Go home and look 

them up on the internet or in books. Repeat! 
Don’t be overwhelmed by the scientific names but learn them because it is the international language of plants. 
Volunteer at the USF Herbarium.  They have a huge backlog of plants that need to be glued on paper along with their 

name, who discovered them and where.  “It’s like traveling the world,” said Carmel.  “I started seeing names of famous 
Botanists and sometimes they would stop by the herbarium.  It was fascinating.  They had actually gone out into the 
woods and collected those specimens”. 

Note:  In 2015, Carmel won the Florida Native Plant Society, Mentor Award, the highest level given by FNPS, for her many 
years of service in helping others learn more about native plants.  She is also an accomplished musician and plays regularly.  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/native-plant-holiday-celebration-tickets-26568804008
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SNPS Native Gardens Update 
 

Flatwoods Park Native Garden 
 

Birds, butterflies, and bees love our native garden at Flatwoods Park. The native 

porterweed has never looked more spectacular and bees and butterflies are find-

ing it irresistible. Hummingbirds have been feeding on nectar of the firebush all 

summer, and now the catbird is enjoying berries of  the firebush, and also the 

beautyberry, as are the mockingbirds and cardinals. 
 

 This garden, and two others, at Morris Bridge and Trout 

Creek Wilderness Parks were created when former Ranger, 

Joe Humble, decided to plant native gardens at the three 

parks. One of his rangers, also a Suncoast Native Plant Society member, obtained a grant from 

SNPS and bought the plants with grant money and created the gardens. Shortly after that, both 

Mr. Humble and the ranger, left the park and the native gardens never really got off the ground, 

lapsing into disarray. Since they had also erected signs at each garden, stating the benefits of 

planting natives, and naming SNPS as a partner in this endeavor, we felt that SNPS should ei-

ther take its name off the signs, or clean up the gardens. Mike Fite and I volunteered to begin res-

toration. We were also assisted by rangers, Clint Perigard, Jared (Swampy) Bethune, and Dixie Morgan, as well as 

my friend Darla Rhude.  
 

Garden restoration involved adding more plants, mostly donated by SNPS members. We have tried to plant a gar-

den that not only reflects the pine flatwoods habitat, but that also attracts wildlife, including plants like neck-

lacepod, coralbean, Simpson stopper, coral honeysuckle, passionvine, cassia, and about 35 other plants providing 

either nectar, berries, or shelter and nesting sites. Through trial and error we have found that certain plants such as 

greeneyes and Adam’s needle, don’t thrive in our garden, so we quit planting them. 
  

Finally the Flatwoods Garden’s weeds are under control and it is particularly satisfying when someone stops to tell 

me how much they appreciate what I’m doing and how much they like the garden. One woman thanked me for 

having plants attracting  hummingbirds because she said she had never been able to observe a hummer so closely. 

Since Mike Fite found some inexpensive plant ID signs, we have been able to place ID tags next to all the plants, 

which the rangers really appreciate. The most frequently asked question is “Where can I buy those plants?” I could 

be rich right now if I owned a native nursery! 
 

I invite you to visit the Flatwoods Park native garden that is at the ranger’s station at14302 Morris Bridge Road, 

Thonotosassa. The park is open seven days a week, from sunup to sundown. If you ever have an extra hour and 

want to help maintain this garden, send me a message at limpkin1945@verizon.net. Oh, and by the way, check out 

the bluebird box next to the native garden. It has a camera inside and a TV monitor in the ranger’s office, and dur-

ing the nesting season ( March to August), enjoy watching the mother bluebird building the nest and raising the 

chicks.  

           Written by Mary Miller  

 

Plant City HCC Native Plant Garden 
 

  We had a fieldtrip to the HCC garden in August and have been working on  weed-

ing and planting in the wet area. Unfortunately we have poison ivy in the area and 

are working to get rid of it.  On the plus side, there is beauty berry, coffee, Habenar-

ia floribunda, leather fern and button bush already there.  Some of our new plants 

include lemon bacopa, cinnamon ferns, string lily and spider lilies.   

  We are having a workday to weed on November 13 starting at 8:30, hope you 

can stop by to help and check out the natives! 

~ Janet lemon bacopa 

Wild cotton 

mailto:limpkin1945@verizon.net
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Membership in the Florida Native Plant Society enables you to receive their 

wonderful quarterly magazine The Palmetto. Joining the SNPS also entitles 

you to membership privileges in the Suncoast Native Plant Society and a 

subscription to their monthly newsletter The Suncoast Grapevine.  Contact 

the SNPS membership chair, Devon Higginbotham, at 478-1183. 

 Check pertinent category: 
 

 Individual  $35         Business or non-       

 Full time student  $15                    profit  $150 

 Family or household  $50     Supporting $100 

 Patron  $250                          Gold  $500 

 Sustaining - $10 a month w/credit card 

         Visa    MC       Expiration __________ 

   Card # ________________________  Code ____ 

Make check payable to FNPS. 
Detach and mail to: 

FNPS 

P.O. Box 278 

Melbourne, FL  32902-0278  

   Join or Renew FNPS on-line - http://www.fnps.org/participate/membershipinfo 

Coming up in the next 2 months - 
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Suncoast Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.            
P.O. Box 1158 
Seffner, FL  33583-1158  

    
 

 

Please deliver to: 
 

Newsletter Submissions 
Deadline for the next issue: 

Jan 1, 2017 

Please send articles and original 
artwork for The Suncoast Grapevine 
to Janet Bowers, by the deadline 
above-  jbowers27@yahoo.com 
 

SNPS Web Address 
http://www.SuncoastNPS.org 

 

We’re on Meet Up & Facebook 

 Activities & Committee Chairs 
 

Field Trips           (813) 
    Shirley Denton       625-5031  
    Stephen Dickman       597-5888 
Librarian 
    Vikki Sinclair                     989-2896 
Membership 
     Devon Higginbotham       478-1183   
Newsletter Editor 
     Janet Bowers                    759-2822 
     Mike Fite, Assistant          977-0892 
Programs  
     Janet Bowers         759-2822 
Publicity/Social media 
      Donna Bollenbach        679-5597      
Outreach 
      Open  
USF Plant Sales  

Gar Reed         323-0927  
USF Botanical Garden Liaison  
      Kim Hutton                     974-2329 
Chapter Representative 
      Donna Bollenbach        679-5597 
Webmaster 
      Donna Bollenbach        679-5597 

 2016 Board of Directors 
 

President 
  Donna Bollenbach 
            donna.bollenbach@gmail.com  

  

Co Vice-president 
 Stephen Dickman 
 palmettobug13@yahoo.com 
 

Secretary & Co Vice-president 
 Janet Bowers 

 jbowers27@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer 
 Gar Reed 
 gar0426@yahoo.com 

 

Board Members at Large 
Shirley Denton 

 ecotypes@verizon.net  

Meetings are normally the 
third Wednesday of the month  

at 7 PM .  (no December meeting) 
 

DIRECTIONS TO:  
Hillsborough County  

Extension  
5339 County Road 579  

Seffner 
 

Take I-4 to Exit 10 (just east of I-
75). Go south on 579 for two 

blocks.  Turn left on Old 
Hillsborough Ave and park on the 

North side of the office. Regular meetings are in Seffner 

http://www.SuncoastNPS.org

