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    Native Plant Awareness 
          With an Emphasis on the 2015 FNPS Cuba Trip 

           

      Presented by Shirley Denton 
         Wednesday, January 20 2016,  7 PM   

    
      
   Native plant awareness varies greatly even within Florida.   

Most Floridians are not very aware of native plants or their im-

portance to our culture, wildlife, ecosystem stability, and a myr-

iad of other “ecosystem services.”  Shirley writes “Based on my 

travels within the US and abroad, the importance of natives and even the concept of a native forest or native plant com-

munity is novel to most people.”  Cuba is a place that can boast high numbers of native plants, many of them endemic, 

many of them rare, yet both the local population and even environmental professionals are largely focused on exotic 

species.  At least some invasive plants, however, are becoming recognized as significant problems.   
 

  This talk will look at some of the similarities and differences in how we look at native and non-native species in the 

context of cultural biases, recent history, and experience.  The recent FNPS trip to Cuba will be the backdrop for the 

talk. 
 

  Dr. Shirley Denton is a long time SNPS member and well known Florida native plant photographer and expert plant 

ecologist.  Her website is a great place to look for pictures of many Florida natives, you may have seen her pictures in 

Florida native reference material on the web or on handouts. She has been the president of FNPS as well as a past 

president of the SNPS chapter. Shirley is responsible for much of the FNPS website and its infrastructure. She has 

been a SNPS field trip leader for the past few years and has taken us to some wonderful locations. 
         
      Our meetings include light refreshments and a native plant auction after the speaker.  Please come and join us. 

                               

      -  submitted by Janet Bowers  
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 Nichole Biernacki  

 Joshua Campbell   

 Chai Masala Canaglia  

 Marianne Cannizzaro  

 Sharon and Ron Dubose  

 Mike Foley 

 Valerie Futral 

 Judy and Harold Gates  

 Melanie Higgins    

 Mary Hutton 

 Laura Hensley  

 Pat Lantis  

 Teresa Manganello  

 Joanne and Greg Mason 

 Jessica Robinson  

 Elizabeth Rourke  

 Kathy Shutler and David Johnson  

 Christine Smith  

 Katy Zatsiek  

 

   Thanks for helping with the November meeting  - 
  

 Cliff Brown, Bunny Worth, Janet Bowers 
                       for providing plants for the silent auction 

 

                    JoAnn Hoffman for bringing snacks  
 

Many people helped with the Holiday Party, thanks to you all and  
an extra special thanks to Harriett Wright for hosting the party again this year! 

UPCOMING SPEAKERS-  
   
     Feb. 17  -   Janet Dougherty - Hillsborough County EPC 

      March 16 -  TBD 

      April 20 -  Robert Northrup - Conservation Landscaping 

      May 25  -  Note date change due to conference dates. Open mic - share Your 5 min presentation    

Welcome New SNPS Members  

Thanks to all of our Renewing Members, we appreciate your on-going support! 

  SNPS NEEDS YOUR HELP 
 

  Each month SNPS brings you great speakers, fieldtrips, plants to buy and good company. Enrich your experience 

with SNPS by volunteering a few hours this year so we can continue to provide you with these great programs, pro-

mote our mission and grow. We have all kinds of volunteer opportunities to meet your time, interests, and needs. A 

volunteer survey has been emailed to all members and hard copies are available at each meeting. Please fill it out even 

if you can only volunteer for one task. 
 

  Here are a few of the things we need help on this year and approximate time commitment (See the survey for addi-

tional needs): 
 

 Man booth at an outreach event or help with our plant sales (usually a 4 – 6 hour commitment on Fri/Sat or Sun)  

 Work with students at Terrace Community Middle School in their outdoor classroom. (Weekday, 3-4 hours, 

oversight and education, students do the physical work) 

 Lead a Plant Walk at Lettuce Lake (One Saturday/One month/with Co-Leader) 

 Workday at Sweetwater Organic Farms (pull weeds/plant natives/Sat or Sun Morning, usually 2-3 hours) 

 Write a news release or article, or update the Meetup  (3-4 hours per month) 

 Auction plants at the meeting or bring plants to the meeting 

 Meet & Greet people at the meeting and ask new people to join SNPS (30 minutes before each meeting) 
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           Letter from the President             

Dear SNPS members:  

 

OK, you can stop reading this letter right here. Who reads the president’s letter anyway? But, I hope you do read this one, because 

it is my first letter as president of YOUR chapter and it would be the polite thing to do.  
 

The most fearful part of a president’s letter is thanking everyone who worked making the chapter so great in the previous year. It is 

fearful because you don’t want to leave anyone out. So, first let me thank EVERYONE whoever came to a meeting, manned a 

booth, purchased a tee-shirt, furnished snacks, brought a native plant for our auction, wrote an article for our newsletter and ap-

plauded our speakers in 2015. OK, SO THAT ABOUT COVERS EVERYONE, RIGHT?   
 

 Well, no, I have a few more people I want to personally thank: I  want to thank Janet Bowers for doing such an awesome job as 

President of the board last year, and especially for agreeing to stay on as Vice-President this year. Under her leadership we made 

some great strides in expanding our outreach and education by adding Sweetwater Organic Farms, Terrace Community Middle 

School and Hillsborough Community College as partners in our mission.  
 

Next, I want to thank the rest of the last year’s board and committee members, Bunny Worth, Gar Reed, Devon Higginbotham, 

Troy Springer, Steve Dickman and Shirley Denton, for all hard work they did in making SNPS so great, because now I get to say I 

am President of the BEST FNPS Chapter in the State. Each of them have served tirelessly to make our meetings, fieldtrips, cam-

pouts,  plant sales and fundraisers both successful and fun.   
 

In addition to helping out at our meetings, Joel Jackson, Mike Fite and Mary Miller spent many hours of their personal time pro-

moting native plants to our community with little or no help. I want to thank them and say their efforts do not go unnoticed, and I 

plan to get support to continue their projects in 2016. Last, thank you to the Hillsborough County Extension Center and JoAnn 

Hoffman for sharing their beautiful facility with us. We feel so fortunate to have such a modern meeting room.  

OK, that’s done. Now I can turn to what I really want to write about: Our Mission. The mission of FNPS is to promote the 

preservation, conservation and restoration of the native plants and native plant communicates of Florida.   
 

My goal in 2016 is to bring the mission of the Florida Native Plant Society to as many people as possible.   How? We will contin-

ue to partner with Sweetwater Organic Farms to create a native walkway for families and children. We will continue to help Ter-

race Community Middle School with their native plant restoration and pursue other projects that go beyond just education, but 

actually involve the young students in the process.  We will establish monthly walks at Lettuce Lake Park and introduce people of 

all ages to native plants. We will continue to educate, demonstrate and live our mission through our talks, our articles and our na-

tive landscapes.  
 

Ok, so I could stop here, but you KNOW what’s coming next. But, before I ask something of you, let me tell you why I volunteer 

my time with SNPS: I volunteer because the mission is meaningful: It is meaningful because it promotes a better tomorrow; it is 

meaningful  because it benefits wildlife, it is meaningful because it sustains biodiversity, it is meaningful because it preserves her-

itage. To put it simply, it gives meaning  my life.  
 

OK, here is comes: To  fulfill the mission of FNPS, we need YOU to volunteer. If each member spent one day in 2016 leading 

a plant walk, working with the middle school students, manning an outreach booth, giving a talk, planting a native garden in a 

park,  or helping with our fundraisers, we would be able to reach so many more people and give more meaning to our organization, 

and our own lives.  
 

Best Wishes for a Meaningful New Year,  

 

Donna 

Need a Speaker for Your Group or Class? 
 

  The Suncoast Native Plant Society has speakers with a wide range of knowledge, eager to 

speak about the virtues of native plants - for pollinators, for birds, in the landscape and in the 

field.   We have speakers for your civic group, gardening club or homeowner's association.  
 

                   Contact Devon Higginbotham (archiveproperties@gmail.com) 
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            Mark Your Calendar  
 

  Jan 15   Florida Arbor Day  - Plant a Native Tree! 

  Jan 30  Bok Tower , 10 AM, Rick Darke is speaking about The Garden as a Wildlife Sanctuary 

  register at 863.734.1222, cost is $10 

        March  Brooker Creek - Plant ID Class- 3 Fridays starting March 4, 10-2, register at- 
        http://www.eventbrite.com/e/ufifas-extension-advanced-plant-identification-3-part-series-tickets-19445951364 

       March 12  Munn Park in Lakeland, Spring Obsession Plant Sale, 8-3 

      April 9-10    USF Plant Sale - come out and support SNPS 

     May 19-22   FNPS conference in Daytona 

             June 25-26   USF Summer Plant Festival 

     October - Florida Native Plant Month 

      October 8-9   USF Fall plant sale 

 

     Longleaf Pine Give-away for Florida Arbor Day 
       January 16, 9-2 at Terrace Community Middle School 

                 11734 Jefferson Rd, Thonotosassa 
 

  Celebrate Florida Arbor Day with a free longleaf pine seedling to plant in your yard.  

We have 500 seedlings and hope that you will come and get yours!  SNPS will also be 

handing out information and selling tote bags, T-shirts and a few books.  If you don’t 

have the right conditions for a longleaf pine (dry, sun, up to 120 ft tall), maybe you  

should visit your local nursery and try a native oak, red cedar or magnolia tree.  If you 

want something smaller then consider planting a smaller native tree/shrub such as a Simp-

son stopper, wax myrtle or flatwoods plum.  These plants will attract birds to your yard 

with their cover and fruit.  For wet areas, choices include bald cypress or red maple.    
   

“The best time to plant a tree is twenty years ago. The second best time is now.” 

       Anonymous  
 

“It is well that you should celebrate your Arbor Day thoughtfully, for within your lifetime 

the nation's need of trees will become serious. We of an older generation can get along 

with what we have, though with growing hardship; but in your full manhood and woman-

hood you will want what nature once so bountifully supplied and man so thoughtlessly 

destroyed; and because of that want you will reproach us, not for what we have used, but 

for what we have wasted.”       Theodore Roosevelt, 1907 Arbor Day Message   

New Books in the SNPS Library 
 

  One of the benefits of belonging to SNPS is access to our library resources.  We have a wide selection 

of videos and books available to check out at our meetings. Vikki Sinclair, our librarian extraordinaire, 

recently acquired 2 new books for the collection: 

  Blue Revolution: Unmaking America's Water Crisis - a great book that I have written about in the 

newsletter and Photographic Atlas of Botany and Guide to Plant Identification.  The second book 

(cover shown above) is a well organized description of plant families with, as you may have guessed, 

lots of pictures.  Come to our next meeting January 20 and check it out! 
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 2016 Field Trip schedule  

     

    Feb 23 -   TBD 

 March 19 - Lake Blue Scrub in Auburndale, more info to come 

 April 1-3 - 2 nights of camping at Cayo Costa State Park - FNPS members only, primitive cabin, 

       no electricity, Devon has 3 cabins reserved 

 April 23 - TBD 

 May 19-22  FNPS conference in Daytona, many fieldtrips to choose from 

 Oct 27-30 Fall camping at Jonathan Dickinson State Park, Devon is reserving some cabins 

 Dec 3 - Joint event with Pinellas and Nature Coast chapters at Brooker Creek Preserve, more details to come 

                                                   

                January 23 Fieldtrip    

                at Lettuce Lake Park 
 

    Where:    6920 E Fletcher Ave, Tampa, FL 33637    

            Meet in the Audubon Building                
           

       When :       9:00 AM       
      

   

     

  Come and explore Lettuce Lake Park with the person responsible for creating it - Joel 

Jackson.  A 240-acre Hillsborough County park, Lettuce Lake has a wonderful boardwalk along the river.  The park 

was opened in 1982 and includes hardwood hammocks and pine flatwoods plant communities.   The visitor center 

is also known as the Audubon Resource Center, it has exhibits and classrooms.     
 

   Joel will be introducing us to the native plant garden and native plants along the boardwalks and trails in anticipa-

tion of SNPS leading monthly walks in the park. These walks will be a great opportunity for SNPS to educate peo-

ple of all ages on the benefits of native plants. If you think you might be interested in leading a walk, be sure to at-

tend this field trip.  We are also looking for people to maintain the native garden, let us know if you can help. 
 

  We recommend wearing a hat and close-toed shoes. Don't forget drinking water and sunscreen. There are usually a 

lot of birds to see so binoculars might be helpful. Cost for entry is $2 per car (up to 8 people).  There are bathrooms 

and picnic facilities. 
 

Contact :    Shirley Denton  813 625-5031  

New On-Line Options for FNPS Renewals 

 

  Starting this month, anyone who is up for renewal and who has email will get an email with a renewal link.  When 

that person clicks on the link, they will get a form that is pre-filled with their contact information.  There is an op-

portunity to change information if it is needed.  Also we will again have a generic “join” link available for on-line 

joins.  The link will also work for renewals, but it can’t know who the renewing member is to pre-fill the form (the 

data will be entered manually into the membership database).   
    
   Both on-line forms go directly and securely to FNPS’s credit card processor and accept Visa, Master Card, Dis-

cover, and American Express.  FNPS also offers a monthly ($10/month) membership.  To set up the monthly mem-

bership, use one of the printed membership forms and provide an appropriate credit card.  Renewal notices will 

continue to be sent by postal mail as well. 

  

 

Thank you for supporting the Florida Native Plant Society! 
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   SNPS Supports Terrace Community Middle  

     School’s Project to Restore Native Plants 
 

Terrace Community Middle School is taking on an ambi-

tious project to remove invasive plants and restore native 

plants on property adjacent to their school. SNPS members 

went to the school on November 19th to help the students 

identify the non-native plants. We could not have been 

more impressed with the enthusiasm and energy the stu-

dents, teachers and parents put into the project. In a few 

hours, they cleared several paths into the shaded wetlands 

and removed piles of Caesar weed, Japanese climbing 

fern, non-native nightshade and more.  
 

  The students were eager to learn the names of the inva-

sive and native plants in the area. SNPS looks forward to 

working with Terrace Community Middle School to con-

tinue to develop this area and in provided them a grant of 

$500.00 to support this project.   
   
Look for volunteer opportunity postings to help with this 

great project! 

 

  Natives at Sweetwater Organic Farm 
 
  Our December workday was a success!  We got 

the natives that Caroline Garber had purchased with 

SNPS grant money planted and mulched in less than 

2 hours.  She is hoping to establish a butterfly area.  

It was a pleasant time being outside and meeting 

new people.  Old time, SNPS member, Ron Chi-

cone stopped by to see our handiwork.  Ron is now 

a member of the Titusville chapter but still supports 

Sweetwater when he is in the area.  We all enjoyed 

listening to music, browsing the vendor’s wares and 

tasty food after the work was done. 
 

  From mid-October through May, the Sunday mar-

ket takes place from noon to 5.  Come out and see 

the native path or sign up to help at a Sunday morn-

ing workday. 

Some West Central Florida Native Plant Nurseries  

 
The Natives, Inc. 

www.thenatives.net 

863-422-6664 
Retail by appt. 

 

For more retail plant information  - 

www.PlantRealFlorida.org 

Florida Association of Native Nurseries 

Green Isle Gardens Native Plant Nursery 

www.greenislegardens.com 

321-436-4932 
See website for retail hours 

 

Sweet Bay Nursery 

www.sweetbaynursery.com 

941-776-0501 
See website for retail hours 
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Membership in the Florida Native Plant Society enables you to receive their 

wonderful quarterly magazine The Palmetto. Joining the SNPS also entitles 

you to membership privileges in the Suncoast Native Plant Society and a 

subscription to their monthly newsletter The Suncoast Grapevine.  Contact 

the SNPS membership chair, Devon Higginbotham, at 478-1183. 

 Check pertinent category: 
 

 Individual  $35         Business or non-       

 Full time student  $15                    profit  $150 

 Family or household  $50     Supporting $100 

 Patron  $250                          Gold  $500 

 Sustaining - $10 a month w/credit card 

         Visa    MC       Expiration __________ 

   Card # ________________________  Code ____ 

Make check payable to FNPS. 
Detach and mail to: 

FNPS 

P.O. Box 278 

Melbourne, FL  32902-0278  

   Join or Renew FNPS on-line - http://www.fnps.org/participate/membershipinfo 

Introduction of the new Conservation and Environmental Lands Management Department  

and Organization of the government agency - Saturday Public Meetings   
 

 Explain the Master planning process - and how you can get involved 

 Overview of the specific regional park and how it fits into the suite of available recreational choices, facili-

ties, and environmental education opportunities 

 Obtain ideas and comments from park patrons and local communities using pre-designed a survey 

 

Agenda for Meetings   

10:00 - 10:15 a.m. - Welcome - Why we are here today? 

10:15 - 10:30 a.m. - Why a new Department? 

10:30 - 10:45 a.m. - How does this park fit into the suite of available outdoor recreation choices 

10:45 - 11:00 a.m. - Preparing the Master Plan for the Department? 

11:00 - 11:30 a.m. - Pre-designed survey 

                              During this portion of the program answer questions only about the survey 

11:30 Questions and Answers 

 

 
   Date         Location                  Address          Time 

01/16/2016 Alderman's Ford       100 Alderman's Ford Park Dr, Plant City  10:00 - 11:30 
01/23/2016 Lettuce Lake     6920 E Fletcher Ave, Tampa   10:00 - 11:30 
01/30/2016 Eureka Springs     6400 Eureka Springs Rd, Tampa   10:00 - 11:30 
02/06/2016 E. G. Simmons     2401 19th Ave NW, Ruskin   10:00 - 11:30 
02/13/2016 Lithia Springs Park    3932 Lithia Springs Rd, Lithia   10:00 - 11:30 
02/20/2016 Wilderness Park        14302 Morris Bridge Rd, Thonotosassa  10:00 - 11:30 
02/27/2016 Edward Medard Park    6140 Turkey Creek Rd, Plant City   10:00 - 11:30 
03/05/2016 Upper Tampa Bay Trails      9201 W Waters Ave, Tampa   10:00 - 11:30 
03/12/2016 Lake Park / Lake Rogers       9586 N Mobley Rd, Odessa   10:00 - 11:30 
 

From the Hillsborough County Website   -    www.hillsboroughcounty.org/index.aspx?NID=732 
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Suncoast Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.            
P.O. Box 1158 
Seffner, FL  33583-1158  

    
 

 

Please deliver to: 
 

Newsletter Submissions 
Deadline for the next issue: 

February 1, 2015 

Please send articles and original 
artwork for The Suncoast Grapevine 
to Janet Bowers, by the deadline 
above-  jbowers27@yahoo.com 
 

SNPS Web Address 
http://www.SuncoastNPS.org 

 

We’re on Meet Up & Facebook 

 Activities & Committee Chairs 
 

Field Trips           (813) 
    Shirley Denton       625-5031  
    Stephen Dickman       597-5888 
Librarian 
    Vikki Sinclair                     989-2896 
Membership 
     Devon Higginbotham       478-1183   
Newsletter Editor 
     Janet Bowers                    759-2822 
     Mike Fite, Assistant          977-0892 
Programs  
     Janet Bowers         759-2822 
Publicity/Social media 
      Donna Bollenbach        679-5597      
Outreach 
      Open  
USF Plant Sales  

Gar Reed         323-0927  
USF Botanical Garden Liaison  
      Kim Hutton                     974-2329 
Chapter Representative 
      Donna Bollenbach        679-5597 
Webmaster 
      Donna Bollenbach        679-5597 

 2016 Board of Directors 
 

President 
  Donna Bollenbach 
            donna.bollenbach@gmail.com  

  

Co Vice-president 
 Stephen Dickman 
 palmettobug13@yahoo.com 
 

Secretary & Co Vice-president 
 Janet Bowers 

 jbowers27@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer 
 Gar Reed 
 gar0426@yahoo.com 

 

Board Members at Large 
Shirley Denton 

 ecotypes@verizon.net  

Meetings are normally the 
third Wednesday of the month  

at 7 PM .  (no December meeting) 
 

DIRECTIONS TO:  
Hillsborough County  

Extension  
5339 County Road 579  

Seffner 
 

Take I-4 to Exit 10 (just east of I-
75). Go south on 579 for two 

blocks.  Turn left on Old 
Hillsborough Ave and park on the 

North side of the office. Regular meetings are in Seffner 

http://www.SuncoastNPS.org

