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Restoring Endangered Scru
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FNPS Mentor Award goes tc

One of the conference highlights for n
awar d. She was not expecting it and g
She modestly questions that she deseryv
trip with Car mel and has chatted with
. Excerpt from the nomination |l etter:

. Carmel is always willing and eager to
and at membership meetings. Her energ
botanists and more advanced ones alike
""*most recently, Bunny Worth and Janet B

| ections of many different areas over

the Grapevine (Suncoast Chapter New
Car mel is truly a mentor in every s
strongly endorses her for the Ment o @8
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UPCOMI NG SPEAKERS

July 15 - Joint meeting with Sierra and Audubon - Beneficial Bats: Their Role in Ecosystem Health
Hosted by Audubon at Nature's Classroom, Bring a dish to share
131 Verges Rd., Thonotosassa, Fl. 33592
4:00 Tour of grounds with Gail Parsons
5:30 Social Time
6:00 Potluck Supper
7:00 Speaker Shari Blissett - Clark from Bat Belfrys
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Letter from the President
Just Waiting for the Rain... g:}—)

April showers and May fl owers arenot thddd d
the US is the same. The truth is that each area of the country is unique and our wet seasor d
mid-June. Florida actually has several different regions of weather and May is usually dry in central
Florida.

May is not my favorite month for weather at my house and this year | felt like my yard was turning into a
After 3 weeks of no rain, | was in despair. | spent a lot of those 3 weeks standing outside with the hose, bar
my newly planted things alive. | monitored the radar daily looking for green bands over my house and thou
unfair it was that some nearby people were gettd.i
blocked out my great suggestion of planting in the rainy season this year. Any plant not in the shade had a
ti me. I had -8WewmnyheCr €wWasnebdbdgrunning through
the weather channel and waiting for the stor md)
no impact on the weather, it is difficult to restrain from these unhelpful thoughts. Every year | go through th
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hopeful, angry, sadness, denial and finally acceptance. Eventually, the rain does come, sometimes in a del@ige.

One afternoon this May, to take my mind off th
had an opportunity to visit in 2015 with my new camera. | showed a few of them at the open mic meeting ir
can entertain myself for a quite a while looking at pictures of dragon flies and butterflies that | could never p
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before. I think native plant fans are similar {
head that 106d |like to see. This year | made so
Brooker Creek Headwaters as well as our excelle
thingsd and pictures are an easy way t o dldave bores
postcards and pictures from when | was young bu
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choose experiences over acquiring physical belongings. The experiences tend to je more
meaningf ul after we discover that a bligg
ing us happy. | think I am even transcending from coveting plants for my yard to being hap
py seeing new ones in the wild and having a picture of it. | doubt that | will stop buying a

few native plants or trying to i mprovfe t
come home with 25 new plants (especially ones that will be hard to grow here) evefy time |
visit a native plant sale. _
- , ¥4 |f | do bring home native plants, maybe next year | will remey "
ber (i f | leave myself a sticky notJene ¢ t ha
and maybe | will be able to accept the dryness without my usual struggle and disbeli :
weat her is out of my control and event Wi ol
Respectfully, Janet Bowers
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~ The Suncoast Native Plant Society
HouT s h kers with a wide range of
Saturday 10AM to 4 as spea 9 _
Sunday 10 AM to 3. knowledge, eager to speak about the virtues
9: 30 entry for USF| me afpasiveplants.ot h day s
Our own Troy Springer |[Wil | bContastDevankHigginpotharh
11 AM on Saturday. (archiveproperties@gmail.com).




2015 FNPS CONFERENCE

By Devon Higginbotham

Qoclery

T —

|l f you missed the 2015 FNPS conference, al/l I ca
in Tallahassee at The Aloft hotel, meeting with other chapters, members, socializing, botanizing and learn-
ing more about native plants. We |l iterally took

with all our needs.

Carmel vanHoek won the Mentor Award, the highest level given by FNPS, for her many years of service
in helping others learn more about native plants. She also collected specimens with Bobby Hattaway for
the famous FNPS Plant ID competition. They assisted David Roddenberry, from the Sarracenia Chapter,
who was in charge of the contest. Donna Bollenbach did a fantastic job as chair of the Silent Auction
earning the conference $4500. Daphne Lambright spent all day Saturday helping with the auction. Steve
Dickman won the Amateur Plant ID contest and will, hereafter, be required to compete as a professional.

All totaled, Suncoast had 16 members at the conference, more than any other chapter!

Others attending were Frank and Lucy Fuchs, Troy Springer, Al Higginbotham, Harriet Wright, Alan
Franck, Cliff Brown, Shirley Denton, Louise Raterman, Janet Bowers and Bunny Worth.

If you were unable to join us, my best advice is: Plan on 2016 in Daytona!
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June 20 - Field Trip to
Emerson Point Preserve
Where: 5801 17th St West, Pal
Park at the Mound parKki
When: 9: 00 AM

Emer son Point is |l ocated at t.;- RS o et o nat
meets the | ower Tampa Bay. It i's a 365 acre presler ve
native plants and wildlife and witness the remnalnts
mounds in Florida.

The wmwssletitrails at Emerson point wind through thp pa
wal k over the I ndian Mound, we will explore the |rive
manmade ponds and mar shes. I't is relatively shadly ar
the road and take a boardwal k over the marsh to |the
bay and the skyway bridge. Leaving the tower we |wil/
bet ween t he marshes and the coast where we wil!/ be =
well as ot he coast al pl ants. There are several |obse
Ceia Bay trail we wi || cross the road and wal k ajrourt
After walking the trails, | recommend we take ajqui
and grasses and the open shore area. You can brjing
Pal metto. At the very |l east, you wil/ probably ble re
My preferirsedt aakoeut7e5 south and exit on US 683/ Mocgasi
US 41 to head south toward Palmetto. Take a righfjt or
After sever al miles on 10th street you will c¢crosjfs a
county park sign). Turn |l eft at 17th St W at the| fi
meet at 9 AM at the Temple Mound parking area, bjut i
As usual wea rwichbenmersidm eheant,, ssuunngl asses, a snack 4dnd
and there are restrooms.
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Stephen Dickman Gets First Place in Plant ID Coeshteur)

I had no idea how serious the plant ID contest was but this year | withessed the specta
cle-4 columns on the papecommon name, family, genus and speciedNand alking!
The contest was held at the Wakulla Springs social on picnic tables under a pavilion and
Steve got enough points to be in the same ballpark as Walter Taylor. Study hard (for 10

_ 15 years) and you might be ready to compete with these guys! -Janet Bowers
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