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www.suncoastnps.org  

The Florida Native Plant Society was organized in 1980 to promote the 

preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native plants and    

native plant communities of Florida. For more information about the 

Florida Native Plant Society, please visit our web site: www.fnps.org  

 

Florida Water and Land Legacy Amendment 

Presented by Tara Bess 
Wednesday, March 20, 2013 @ 7PM 

Hillsborough County Extension Service 

 

  Tara Bess has been with Florida's Water and Land Legacy campaign since Sep-
tember, becoming the second Field Organizer to join the team.  Tara is the Organ-
izer for Southwest Florida including counties from Pasco to Polk to Monroe.  Prior 
to joining Florida's Water and Land Legacy, Tara worked with National Wildlife 
Federation and The Alliance for Climate Protection. 
 

  The Florida Water & Land Legacy Conservation Amendment seeks to establish 
the Land Acquisition Trust Fund that would provide funding to: 
 

“ acquire, restore, improve, and manage conservation lands including wetlands and forests; fish and 
wildlife habitat; lands protecting water resources and drinking water sources, including the Ever-
glades, and the water quality of rivers, lakes, and streams; beaches and shores; outdoor recreational 
lands; working farms and ranches; and historic or geologic sites, by dedicating 33 percent of net rev-
enues from the existing excise tax on documents for 20 years..” 

 

  The goal is to place this Amendment on the November 2014 ballot and the measure to go into effect July 1, 2015. 
 

           - Submitted by Cliff Brown 
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Note from the Editor 

 

  My fringe tree is blooming and there are fresh new leaves on the sugarberry.  Spring is here and the promise of 

new life is in the air.  I’ve ordered a few new seeds to sell and the plant profiles are ready for the USF plant sale.  

We’re looking forward to being able to take credit cards again with the help of some iphone volunteers.  Our histo-

ry as the major Native Plant provider at the USF biannual plant sales makes it even more important for us to be 

ready.  Many people come back every year looking for more natives to plant or more unusual ones that they don’t 

have yet.  Having enough volunteers to help them find plants for their yard and get them through the 

cashier line is key to making the sale a success.  Please don’t leave it to a few SNPS members to handle 

all the needed tasks, come and help us during our major fund raising event!    

    - Janet Bowers, Grapevine editor 

 

 

 
 USF Spring Plant Sale        April 13 & 14   

 
 
 

Troy is the Plant Sale Coordinator—please let him know if you can help! 
(813 967-4538)    

Other News -  
 

 Just 2 months into the year and SNPS 

members have spoken at 4 outreach op-

portunities.   

       Thanks to Joel, Shirley, Devon and Cliff! 
  

   The Florida Native Plant Society annual 

conference will be held at University of 

North Florida, Jacksonville, Florida, May 16-

19, 2013.  Register now at fnps.org/

conference/2013.  Several people are making 

plans to attend, Devon has a list of attendees. 

 

 March 23-24 Nature Coast Birding & Wild-

life festival 

 

 June 8-9 Butterfly, Herbs & Native Plant Fair 

 

 Taka Napa nursery owned by Leslie 

Zambito, SNPS member, is having a go-

ing out of business sale—check out the 

bargains for FNPS members—Daughtery 

Rd in Lakeland 863-816-8811 or  863-397

-0725 (cell)  

      email: plzambito@verizon.net 
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Thanks for helping with the February meeting to - 
 

Tina Hamilton and Joanne Hoffman for bringing the refreshments 
Fred Mulholland for providing plants for the auction. 

 

A Visit to Wolf Creek Trout Lily Preserve  
 

It's a long drive, but the chance to see "the highest concentration of trout lilies known anywhere" 

couldn't be passed up.  We had missed the bloom in 2012 and had been planning this trip for a 

year.  Since dimpled trout lilies only bloom in February and there was a botanist tour scheduled for 

Tuesday, Feb. 5th, we were on. 

We must have checked the weather reports every 10 minutes that evening in our motel.  The 

Wolf Creek Preserve website indicated the dimpled trout lilies bloom in the afternoon of sunny days-

-Tuesday's forecast was for clouds and rain.  The 20 mile drive to the preserve was all southern 

Georgia, with blooming chickasaw plum and giant old pecan trees. The preserve is on Wolf Creek 

Road just off US highway 84.  You have to be alert because all you see is an 

opening in the brush, leading to a clearing in the hardwood forest where 

you can park your car.   

We waited for the botanist but when she didn't show we figured the 

tour must have been cancelled because of the weather.  The sky was over-

cast but it wasn’t raining so we headed into the woods. The trail led down 

the hill and, right away, we were kneeling to take photos of the deep ma-

roon spotted trilliums.  As we continued on, the sight was amazing...in spite 

of the earlier rain, in spite of the clouds still blocking the sun, there must 

have been millions of little yellow trout lilies blanketing the slope. They were 

everywhere you looked.  We knew photos wouldn't do it justice but we tried.  If you have a few days 

to spare next February, and an agreeable traveling partner or 2, this is a trip well worth the effort. 

 

  There is a wonderful history of the preserve 

on their website    

http://www.wolfcreektroutlilypreserve.org/wolfcreek/

History.html 

 

 

-Submitted by Bunny Worth & Nancy Bickner 

 (Nancy is a member of the Pinellas Native Plant Society)
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      Annual Bellflower Survey 
 

  In the 1920's, Mrs. Robins, then owner of Chinsegut Hill north of Brooksville, found a small plant with brilliant 
bluish-purple flowers on the slopes of Lake Lindsey.  She summoned New York botanist, John K. Small, to come 
see and identify it.  He had never seen it before, so he published a description of it and named it Campanula 
robinsiae, after Mrs. Robins.  
  It bloomed every spring that conditions for soil, moisture and space were met; sometimes its flowers self-
pollinated and had no need to open; sometimes years passed without anyone reporting seeing it; it would be visi-

ble until crowded out by larger vegetation. For over 80 years the Robin's Bellflower, sometimes called the Brooksville Bellflower, was 

known only to grow in the place it was first found; nowhere else in the entire world.  It is listed as globally rare. And then, in the spring 
of 2006, it was found at four sites in Hillsborough County, in the Model Dairy area that is now part of Hillsborough River State Park. 
Every spring a group of volunteers, led by Cheryl Peterson, manager of the Rare Plant Conservation Program at Bok Tower Gardens, 

gathers at both locations in Hillsborough and Hernando Counties to check the conditions at each site, count the plants at each site 
and sometime to collect seeds.  Testing of this little plant, 2-4 inches high, is ongoing at Bok Tower. It is a delicious mystery! 

  Two or three more volunteers are needed for this year's survey at Hillsborough River State Park.  It will take place on Thursday, 
March 21st, at 9:00 AM. Meeting location will be announced later.  All that is required is plant recognition and there are some beau-
tiful photographs on the USF Plant Atlas website.  
   For more information contact Carmel vanHoek, state park volunteer, at 813-238-6901.   —Submitted  by Carmel vanHoek 

  Letter from the President  
 

  In February, Shirley Denton and I attended the bi-annual Board retreat for FNPS in 

Haines City.  The FFA facility was lakeside with gorgeous views and sunsets but we 

weren’t there to tromp through the woods and were barely allowed out of doors.  Unfor-

tunately it was all work and no play!  At night we even had homework. 

 
 

  FNPS has been awarded a grant and has invested the funds in strategic planning.  We 

were met by two lovely ladies that have been studying how FNPS is structured, how we operate as a non-profit and gave us 

the unpleasant news that it was “do or die”.  With our present organizational structure, our beloved FNPS will probably 

dwindle into irrelevance and could die a slow, painful death.  It seems what worked for many years in building our Society 

has become too unyielding for our present size.  We cannot grow without changing our board structure and setting new 

goals and priorities.   
 

  One of the main problems is our Board of Directors.  It seems all Chapter Representa-

tives and Standing Committee Chairs are on the BOD along with our FNPS Officers 

which makes the board some 60 – 70 strong, which is great if you are having a family 

reunion or trying to fill a cruise ship but not so good if you are trying to make decisions.  

By the time the board makes introductions, everyone is ready for bed!  But to change the 

FNPS bylaws requires “the affirmative vote of three-fourths of the members present at 

any annual meeting”, which is where you come in. 
 

  If you have plans (and you should) to attend the 2013 Conference in Jacksonville, you will be asked to vote on this pro-

posed change to our bylaws that will allow the restructure of our board to reduce it to around 10-15 members.  Also in the 

works is a new Chapter Council so the chapters can share some of our wonderful ideas amongst ourselves (which we are 

not doing presently).   The Board would have a representative from the Chapter Council and vice versa.  Information would 

be passed back and forth without bringing the armies to every meeting (like the Verizon commercial).    

  The good news is that with changes to our Board and setting new goals and priorities, FNPS will, not only remain relevant 

for years to come, but become the lead organization in the state promoting the preservation, conservation and restoration of 

the native plants and native plant communities of Florida. 

 

See you at the conference! 
 

Devon Higginbotham 
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 March 23-  Field trip: Little Manatee River Preserve– Spanjers parcel 

 
Address: 3190 Saffold Rd. Wimauma, 33598 

Time: We’ll be meeting at the gate at 9:00 AM , Steve’s phone - 326-0221 

There are no facilities for this preserve. 

 

  The Spanjers parcel is about 200 acres of pine flat woods, ephemeral ponds, hardwood hammocks, scrubby flat 

woods and scrub bordering the north side of the Little Manatee River. This preserve is one of the few areas in 

Hillsborough County where Pigmy fringe trees (Chionanthus pygmaeus) occur. We may find the White fringtree 

(Chionanthus virginicus) in flower along the LMR. 

  Both species should be blooming in March but maybe flowering earlier this year. The pigmy fringe tree is a 

Florida endemic and is listed as Endangered by the State of Florida and USFWS. 

This is an easy trail about 1.6 miles long.   

 

 Directions from Tampa: 

 Take I-75 south to the Ruskin/Sun City Exit 240A, and go east on Sun City Center Blvd. (SR 674) for 3 miles to 

Hwy 301.  

Turn right (south) on Hwy 301 and go for 2.5 miles to Saffold Rd. and turn left (east) on to Saffold Rd. The pre-

serve gate is 0.6 miles distance on the right. 

Park on right side of road and please do not park in front of the gate. 

 (If you go past Saffold Rd. you’ll cross the bridge over the LMR.)              Submitted  by Steve Dickman 

More Fieldtrips  
 

April 20   Brooker Creek Headwaters Preserve. We will be looking for pitcher plants and spring-blooming orchids.  

      Depending on water levels, we may take a swamp walk.    

 

May 11 or 18 Maybe a buying trip to a local native nursery.  We need a leader for this. 

 See you at the FNPS conference May 16-19!  Check out the great fieldtrips near Jacksonville. 
 

June 22   Colt Creek State Park. Green Swamp east of Zephyrhills. We will visit a hammock with cabbage palms and an-

cient live oaks. This is a very easy walk (approximately half mile) on groomed trail with an opportunity to extend the walk 

several miles along trails through a variety of habitats (trail condition variable). Picnic area and restrooms available. Entry 

fee ($4.00/car)                                   

    

July 20   Cypress Creek Preserve. There are several good options available to us at this preserve located in North Tampa. 

We will choose the specific location depending on weather and site condition. Both options are shady 
 

Aug 24  Upper Tampa Bay Park with a potential extension to an adjacent Hillsborough County Preserve. We will walk a 

trail that leads through coastal hammock out to a boardwalk through salt marsh. Expect a 2.5 mile walk. Restrooms and pic-

nic area available. 
  

Sept 21 Bell Creek Preserve. We will be looking for blooming pine lilies. We will also keep our eyes open for early fall 

bloomers. Florida goldenaster is found at this site and there is the potential that a few may be in bloom (primary bloom time 

is October). 
      
Oct 19  Lake Dan. There are excellent xeric uplands on this site as well as Lake Dan. This is a new addition to the Hills-

borogh County preserve system. 
 

Nov 2-3  Overnight Camping Kissimmee Prairie State Park Camping. Reservations required. This weekend was chosen both 

for anticipated fall wildflowers and for dark skies. The park is noted for being a wonderful place for stars, and we are plan-

ning to be there at the new moon. The park features a broad expanse of dry prairie. Please contact Shirley Denton. 
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When the Unanticipated Happens, Fieldtrip to Gator Creek - Feb. 23 
 
 A great group of members met at Polk County's Gator Creek Preserve for our February field trip.  Speaking as the lead-

er, I went out to the site the previous weekend to check it out. I found a number of blooming natives, but had some issues 

with the land management that I was seeing (fire suppression and past ditching of wetlands). I thought it would make a 

great example of the importance of good land management. Little did I know --- 

 

 This area had a freeze during the week before the trip. Everything I had seen blooming was frozen or back into dorman-

cy. But a few new things (star-grass, Hypoxis juncea) had started to bloom. Land Management had decided that the time 

had come to start implementing alternatives to fire which is scarey at this site. They had mowed down shrubs along the 

paths and were creating broad zones of what could be semi-fire-breaks or just mowed flatwoods. 

 

  I had already decided that this was a great place to look at effects of ditches. We played detective. We walked into sev-

eral wetlands and saw pond cypress that was dying due to root rot fungi. Some trees were prone with no roots (dead!). 

There was some soil subsidence (minor but likely there was little organic soil to be lost). There were ferns (mostly in 

winter dormancy) carpeting the wetland floor in areas that once would have been open water between trees. There were 

oaks and pines colonizing what was once deep wetland. We walked through the ditches and marveled at the engineering 

and determination that put them there (a 1930s WPA project?). We noted that there were no exotics present despite the 

disturbances (likely no seed sources). 

 

  The weather was great. The group in attendance was for-

giving (thankfully). We enjoyed our walk into one of Polk 

County's environmental conservation areas.    

      

 - Shirley Denton 

 

                                                                    

 

 

 

 

       Thanks to Devon for the plant list- 
      Taking a break 
     

    Aronia spp. (chokeberry) 

 Asimina reticulata (netted paw paw) 

 Caryx verracosum (sedge grass) 

 Cladonia spp. (lichen, deer moss) 

 Drosera spp. (sundew) 

 Hypoxis juncea (star-grass) 

 Lyonia frutacosa (staggerbush) 

 Lyonia lucida (shiny lyonia, fetterbush)    

 Osmunda regalis (royal fern)     

 Rhus copallinum (winged sumac)  

 Syngonanthus flavidulus (bantam buttons)  

 Taxodium distichum (bald cypress) 

 Vaccinium corymbosum (high bush blueberry)  

 Vaccinium myrsinites  (shiny blueberry)                                                                    Chokeberry (it smelled lovely) 
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PLANT PROFILE 
Common name: Cherokee bean, Coralbean 
Botanical name: Erythrina herbacea L. 
Family: Fabaceae (Pea) 
Zone: 8 – 10 
Plant Habit: Spiny, irregular, upright herbaceous to woody shrub 
Habitat: Dry, open woods 
Size: 3 to 20 ft (h) x 5 to 10 ft (w) 
Leaves: Compound leaf with 3 triangular leaflets 
Bloom: Red, showy, tubular flowers on long, narrow spikes 
Flowering time: Spring to early summer 
Fruit: Brown pods that split to expose shiny red seeds 
Bark: Smooth green turning light brown with age 
Distribution: Throughout Florida 
Soil: Average, but prefers dry, fertile sands 
Water: Somewhat moist to dry 
Light: Part shade to full sun 
Propagation: Stem cuttings, seed 
(scarify to induce germination) 
Motility: Low; seeds may occasionally germinate near parent 
Maintenance: Prune after flowering 
Availability: Usually at Florida native nurseries and native 
plant sales; occasionally at big box stores 
Comments: Seeds are poisonous; leaves and branches have prickles; large woody root 
Landscape uses: Understory shrub in natural setting or specimen; attracts butterflies (nectar) and hummingbirds 
References: 
Bowman, Sheryl, Debbie Butts, Betsy Davis, George Kish, John Marsh, Ann Nord, Carl Strohmenger, and Richard Wunderlin, 
2005, The Right Plants for Dry Places – Native Plant Landscaping in Central Florida, second edition:Great Outdoors Pub-
lishing Co., St. Petersburg, FL. 
Nelson, Gil, 2003, The Florida’s Best Native Landscape Plants: University Press of Florida, Gainesville, FL.Osorio, Rufino, 
2001, A Gardener’s Guide to Florida’s Native Plants: University Press of Florida, Gainesville, FL. 
Wunderlin, R.P. and B.F. Hansen. 2006. Atlas of Florida Vascular Plants (http://plantatlas.usf.edu/). 
 

Information compiled by George R. Kish (originally in April 2006 newsletter)     

Membership in the Florida Native Plant Society enables you to receive their 

wonderful quarterly magazine The Palmetto. Joining the SNPS also entitles 

you to membership privileges in the Suncoast Native Plant Society and a 

subscription to their monthly newsletter The Suncoast Grapevine.  Contact 

the membership chair, Shirley Denton, at 986-6485. 

 Check pertinent category: 

 

 Individual/Renewal  $35          Not-for-profit 

 Full time student  $15                   organization $50 

 Library subscription  $15        Business or 

 Family or household  $50            corporate  $125 

 Contributing  $75      Supporting $100 

 Life $1,000    Donor  $250 

Make check payable to FNPS. 
Detach and mail to: 

FNPS 

P.O. Box 278 

Melbourne, FL  32902-0278  
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Suncoast Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.            
P.O. Box 1158 
Seffner, FL  33583-1158  

    
 

 

 

Please deliver to: 
 

Newsletter Submissions 
Deadline for the next issue: 

April 1 2013 

Please send articles and original 
artwork for The Suncoast Grapevine 

to Janet Bowers, by the deadline 
above. Text should be in MS Word; 
graphics should be in a standard 
graphic format (.jpg, .bmp, .gif). 
Previously published artwork should 

be accompanied by a letter of 
permission from the original 

publisher. 
Email- 

jbowers27@yahoo.com 

Meeting Location 
 

The Suncoast Native Plant Society, 
Inc. meets the third Wednesday of 
the month @ 7pm @ the 
Hillsborough County Extension 
Service office in Seffner. 
 

SNPS Web Address 
http://www.SuncoastNPS.org 

 
 

  

 

DIRECTIONS TO:  
Hillsborough County  

Extension  
5339 County Road 579  

Seffner 
 

Take I-4 to Exit 10 (just east 
of I-75). Go south for two 
blocks.  The office is at the 
corner of Old Hillsborough 
Road and County Road 579.  

Activities & Committee Chairs 
 

Field Trips          
       Shirley Denton         986-6485 
       Steve Dickman         326-0221 
Publications 

Dick Wunderlin              977-6484  
George Kish                   920-0853 

Librarian 
Vikki Sinclair                   989-2896 

Membership 
      TBD   
Newsletter Editor 
      Janet Bowers        759-2822 
      Mike Fite, Assistant          977-0892 
Programs  
      Cliff Brown          810-3211 
Publicity/social media 
      Jabari Lee            
Outreach 
      TBD   
USF Plant Sales 

Troy Springer         967-4538 
USF Botanical Garden Liaison  
      Kim Hutton                      974-2329 
Chapter Representative 
      Devon Higginbotham       478-1183   
Webmaster 
      Ron Huston          951-0946 
 

Board of Directors 
President 
 Devon Higginbotham 
 archiveproperties@gmail.com
  
Vice-president 
 Cliff Brown 
 Cliffbr@Tampabay.rr.com 
  
Secretary 
 Janet Bowers 
  jbowers27@yahoo.com  
 
Treasurer 
 Gar Reed 
 gar0426@yahoo.com 

 
Board Members 
 Debbie Butts 
  debbutts1@verizon.net 
 
 Daphne Lambright  
 daphne.lambright@verizon.net  

http://www.SuncoastNPS.org
mailto:archiveproperties@gmail.com
mailto:jbowers27@yahoo.com
mailto:daphne.lambright@verizon.net

