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The Florida Native Plant Society was organized in 1980 to promote the 
preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native plants and native 
plant communities of Florida. For more information about the Florida Native 
Plant Society, please visit our web site: www.fnps.org  
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August 15, 2007 
7:00 pm 

Hillsborough Extension Office 

Florida Snakes in Fact and Fiction 
Presented by Don Goodman 

 
Spiders, bats, and snakes are usually right on top of the list of most despised and least understood   
creatures.  In the past year we have had wonderful presentations on spiders and bats, and this month we 
will have a very engaging speaker presenting Florida Snakes in Fact and Fiction. 
 

Our speaker, Don Goodman, grew up in southeast Missouri collecting snakes and all other kinds of creatures.  He was 
known locally for disrupting his mother’s home church meetings by walking in and asking if anyone had seen his snake 
that just got loose in the house.  He went on to earn his BS from University of Missouri and his PhD in Zoology from the 
University of Florida.  In 1977, along with wife Jordan, he started Kanapaha Botanical Gardens in Gainesville and has 
been the director ever since.   
 

Three years ago, Don made national news when he had his right arm bitten off by a 400 pound         
alligator.  He has since written a book Summer of the Dragon about his life as a naturalist and his    

encounter with the gator.  When asked for biographical information about himself, he said he suffered an 
abusive childhood and was an unappreciated genius and that his life would sound pretty boring if his job didn’t 
include alligator wrestling.  For the real story on snakes and Don Goodman, come to the August 15 meeting 
where I will tell what it was really like growing up with my brother, Don. 

 
        Submitted by Mary Miller 
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Becoming An Outdoors Woman: An Opinion FROM an Outdoors Woman 
 

When I first saw the title of this FWC sponsored program, When I first saw the title of this FWC sponsored program, When I first saw the title of this FWC sponsored program, When I first saw the title of this FWC sponsored program, I was wondering what committee of men sat around, whittling wood, and 
desperately trying to come up with something to send the wives off to during hunting season for a weekend. Seriously. It sounded like 
some bizarre right of passage, like a quinceanera for Pollyanna’s who had already mastered Tupperware parties and basket weaving and 
ironing... Now there was nothing left to do but go outside? From my view, as someone who has been surrounded by horses and woods 
her whole life, as someone who’s known tons of Outdoor Women who could catch more fish, read the woods and tend to yard work 
just as impressively (sometimes more so) than the opposite sex,  this title was perplexing.  
 

So when I embarked on my journey embarked on my journey embarked on my journey embarked on my journey to West Palm last fall, I had two things in mind: one, I needed to know that I was capable of going 
on vacation by myself, something I’d never done, and two, I wanted to complete the Hunter Safety Course so that I could take up bow 
hunting and become a regular Robin Hood, only with better makeup.  Registering had been difficult because there was so much to 
choose from: Shotguns, Black Powder, Archery, Outdoor Photography, Reading the Woods... The variety of subject matter was       
impressive, and the workshops seemed to offer something for everyone, from the Robin Hoods among us to the gentle souls with their 
cameras.  
 

When I arrived at the J.W. Corbett Everglades Youth CampWhen I arrived at the J.W. Corbett Everglades Youth CampWhen I arrived at the J.W. Corbett Everglades Youth CampWhen I arrived at the J.W. Corbett Everglades Youth Camp, I hurried into the room which was to be our dining and meeting place for 
the next three days. The instructors congratulated any of us who’d arrived solo, and a quick glance around the room revealed that 80% 
of us had, a statistic I wasn’t expecting. Turns out, these women needed a break for the weekend—and they were all eager to learn  
something new, re-live Girl Scout days in the tight children’s cabins that accommodated us, chat up strangers and take on an            
adventure. Of the 100 or so there, some had come from as far away as Tallahassee, some had driven up from Key West. It was like   
college all over again, only sober, and with more interesting things to do. I prized our early morning conversations about scat, and 
swamp buggies, and fly fishing. No mention of pets, house, jobs. We compared our paper plates that revealed our grouping after the 
rifles class, we cheered for each other when we powdered clay pigeons with shotguns. We went on night hikes, bid against one another in 
a competitive silent auction, viewed the stars from expensive telescopes brought out by a local Astronomy club, saw an impressive display 
of sword fighting and fire twirling, and got to meet a brain damaged opossum that thought it was a cat from a nearby rescue group.  
 

I learned several thingsI learned several thingsI learned several thingsI learned several things, including that I’m too clumsy to ever be an ethical bow hunter, loading a muzzle loader can be a dirty job, and 
that cafeteria food never improves. I would recommend it for any woman who loves the outdoors—even if she ALREADY IS an    
Outdoors Woman—and even if the thought of hunting and fishing makes her sick. Learning about how to get close to wildlife without 
being detected, how to survive if you get lost, and what to do if a mystery alligator comes out of nowhere and snatches you up are things 
most Florida naturalists should invest some time into knowing, and having great people to learn it with is a bonus.  
 

I got my Hunter Safety Card Hunter Safety Card Hunter Safety Card Hunter Safety Card in the mail a few weeks later. Under my name, it said “Has Completed the Women’s Course.”  
 

The Becoming an Outdoors Woman workshops are held three times a year: Ocala, Tallahassee, West Palm. For a complete list of  
workshops and dates, visit http://myfwc.com/huntered/BOW/ . Cost is $150; $105 for the workshop, $45 for food. Scholarships are 
available for first timers. You can request a tent if you don’t want to be in a cabin.                                                         - Shawna Himelright 

 

We have a nominating  

committee! Thanks to Fred 

Mulholland, George Kish, and 

Sally Sun for volunteering    

their time. 

BOARD UPDATE 
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Suncoast Calendar 
To submit information to the Calendar, email Mary Miller: limpkin1945@verizon.net  

Programs for 2007 
♣ January 17 – Charlie Pedersen: 
Public Land Partnership Committee 

♣ February 21 – Francia Smith: 
Come Into My Parlor: Spiders 

♣ March 21 – Cyndi Marks: 
World of Bats 

♣ April 18 – Shirley & Greg Williams: 
Attracting Birds to Your Garden 

♣ May 16 – Jeff Norcini: 
Seed Biology and Production 

♣ June 20 – Ray & Pat Ashton: 
The Importance of Habitat Management for Gopher Tortoises 

♣ July 18 – Jim Egan:  
How Native Plants Save Lives 

*Potluck dinner meeting with Audubon and Sierra Clubs. 
♣ August 15 – Don Goodman:  
Snakes of Florida 

♣ September 19 – Dave Favre:  
Gulf Coast Restoration Project 

♣ October 17—George Kish: 
Landscaping With Native Grasses 

♣ November 14— Fay Baird: 
Land Conservation and Spring Protection 

♣ December—No Meeting 
 

Field Trips and Events 
August 18 - Buying field trip to Florida Native Plants 
Nursery, Inc., 730 Myakka Rd., Sarasota. Call James 
Wheeler for details at (813) 679-7747. 
September 22 – Lettuce Lake Park field trip, Fletcher 
Avenue, 8am. 
October 3 – Edible Natives of Central Florida 
presentation, Sid Taylor, at Bruton Memorial Library, 
sponsored by City of Plant City. 7pm.  
Call (813) 757-9289 x 2249 for more details. 
October 13 & 14 – USF Fall Plant Festival.  SNPS will 
be selling native plants. Saturday, 10am-4pm, Sunday 
10am-3pm. $4 general admission, kids under 12 and USF 
Botanical Garden members are admitted free. Over 60 
vendors, a free children’s activity area, and workshops all 
day Sunday. Call (813) 974-2329 or log on to 
www.cas.usf.edu/garden for more information.  

2nd Wed! 

News from the State: 

Membership Retreat   
The Florida Native Plant Society is organizing a 

Members Retreat for October 5-7, 2007 

at Pine Lake Retreat near Clermont, FL.  This 

informal retreat will give members from around 

the state an opportunity to mingle, learn      

something new and enjoy the beautiful           

ecosystems of Central Florida.  Activities will 

include hiking, paddling, workshops, guest    

speakers, nature crafts and family  

programs.  The FNPS Government Policy &  

Legislature Committee will also hold an Advocacy 

Workshop.  Look for additional details in the 

coming months, and please contact Karina 

Veaudry (executivedirector@fnps.org or 

407.895.8446 with questions, or if you would like 

to assist before or during the retreat.   
 

Who Should Attend: 

♦ Chapter officers and anyone who is  

interested in participating in their chapter in 

a leadership role.  There will be forums on 

member recruitment, officer turnover,   

publicity, outreach, and member              

recruitment. 

♦ Anyone interested in advocacy, making 

 a difference.  We will have an advocacy 

workshop.  The workshop will be led by our 

Policy and Legislation Committee and Suzie 

Caplowe, the Sierra Clubs Florida Legislative 

Lobbyist will be a guest speaker. 

♦ People who like the outdoors.  We have 

 short hikes and paddles scheduled on     

Saturday and Sunday. 

♦ People who enjoy crafts and gardening  

with native plants.  We have a rain barrel 

making workshop planned. 
 

The workshop is free.  Lodging and meals cost 

money payable directly to the Pine Lake Retreat.  
 

Note: At the time that this information was  
circulated, the forms for the retreat that were 
attached to the email couldn’t be accessed. If 
you’re interested in attending this retreat, log on 
to the State website at www.fnps.org . –Ed.  
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PLANT PROFILEPLANT PROFILEPLANT PROFILEPLANT PROFILE    

Common name: Rattlesnake master  
Botanical name: Eryngium yuccifolium Michx. 
Synonyms: Button snakeroot, button eryngo 
Family: Apiaceae (Carrot) 
Zone: 8 – 10A 
Plant Habit: Upright perennial 
Habitat: Bogs, flatwoods, floodplain forests 
Size: 2 ft (h) x 2 ft (w) 
Leaves: Basal rosette, 1-3 ft. long angular leaves with sharp tip and  
bristle-like margins 
Bloom: White, 1 inch diameter spherical flower heads 
Flowering time: Late spring to fall 
Fruit: Small, dry, scaly seeds 
Distribution: Throughout Florida 
 

Growing conditions 
Light: Full sun 
Water: Moist; adapts to dry 
Soil: Average, prefers acidic conditions 
Propagation: Seed, division 
Motility: Occasionally by seed into moist areas 
Maintenance: Remove old flower stems annually 
Availability: From native plant nurseries 
Comments: Leaves resemble yucca; adapts to well-drained soils; was thought to be effective in treating bites of  
venomous snakes 
 

References: 
Nelson, G. 2003. Florida’s Best Native Landscape Plants. University Press of Florida, Gainesville, FL. 
Osorio, R. 2001. A Gardener’s Guide to Florida’s Native Plants. University Press of Florida, Gainesville, FL. 
Wunderlin, R.P. 2003. Guide to Vascular Plants of Florida, Second Edition. University Press of Florida, Gainesville, FL. 
Wunderlin, R.P. and B.F. Hansen. 2005. Atlas of Florida Vascular Plants (http://plantatlas.usf.edu ). 
 

Information compiled by George R. Kish 
Photos by Shirley Denton, J. and J. Balaban 

 

 

 

August 18th, 10am 

Field Trip to Florida Native Plants, Inc. 
 

The Board of Directors recently discussed the practicality of extra buying trips  
during the summer... No long, hot, hikes—and whatever you plant, waters itself!  

 
Join James Wheeler on a trip down south to Sarasota for an exciting buying trip to 
a retail nursery that specializes in Florida Native Plants. The nursery owners, Dan 
Walton and Laurel Schiller, co-authored the book, Natural Florida Landscaping, 
and Laurel Schiller will be giving the group a tour of the large nursery.  

 
Highlights of the nursery include planted natives onsite, melaluca mulch available 
for sale, and a wide variety of natives: trees, shrubs, aquatics and perennials and 
wildflowers for purchase.  
 

Log on to http://www.floridanativeplants.com/  for more information and        

directions, or come to the next meeting for additional details. 
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Make check payable to FNPS. 
Detach and mail to: 

Suncoast Chapter of  

Florida Native Plant Society, Inc 

P.O. Box 1158 

Seffner, FL  33583-1158  

 

 

Plant Raffle GuidelinesPlant Raffle GuidelinesPlant Raffle GuidelinesPlant Raffle Guidelines   
 

≈ Please sign the raffle donor sheet and record 
the number of plants you donated.  

≈ Before the start of the raffle, we will offer first 
choice of a plant on the raffle table to our 
speaker, followed by plant donors in the order 
of the number of plants donated.  

≈ After these selections have been made, we will 
begin the raffle. 

 

Remember, you get a free plant before the 
raffle when you donate plants for the raffle. 

 
 

Thank you to all who contributed extra 

plants to the July joint meeting with the 

Audubon and Sierra Clubs. 

MEMBERSHIPMEMBERSHIPMEMBERSHIPMEMBERSHIP    
 

New 

Bev Griffiths, Riverview 
Janeel Shulmister, Plant City 

Caroline Turke, Tampa 
Miles Upcavage, Plant City 

Doris Yingst, Seffner 
 

Renewed 

Margaret Funk, Seffner 
Hugh and Cora Harless, Tampa 

Albert Merget, Ruskin 
John and Mary Miller, Tampa 

Troy Springer, Dover 
Amy Swancar, Tampa 

 
 

Membership in the Florida Native Plant Society enables you to receive their 
wonderful quarterly magazine The Palmetto. Joining the FNPS also entitles 
you to membership privileges in the Suncoast Chapter of the FNPS, Inc. and 
a subscription to their monthly newsletter The Suncoast Grapevine.  Contact 

the membership chair, Harriett Wright, at 908-9398. 

 

 Check pertinent category: 

 
� Individual  $30 
� New Member/Gift $25      � Not-for-profit 
� Full time student  $15                   organization $50 
� Library subscription  $15       � Business or 
� Family or household  $40            corporate  $100 
� Contributing  $50     � Supporting $100 
    � Donor  $250 

Florida Native Plant Society Membership Application 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
� New Member  � Renewal 
 

Name _______________________________________________________ 
        
Business name or  organization _______________________________________ 
                        
Address _____________________________________________________        
 

City, State and Zip _______________________________________________ 
        
Home phone ____________________  Email  _________________________ 
 

What’s Hatching?Hatching?Hatching?Hatching? 
 

♦ Sea turtles 

♦ Snakes 

♦ Gopher Tortoises 

♦ Alligators 
 

-Myfwc.com 
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Suncoast Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.            
P.O. Box 1158 

Seffner, FL  33583-1158  
    
                                  

  
 
 

 Please deliver to: 
 

Newsletter Submissions 
Deadline for the next issue: 

SEPT 3  
Please send articles and original 

artwork for The Suncoast Grapevine 
to Shawna Himelright, by the 

deadline of this month. Text should 
be in MS Word; graphics should be in 
a standard graphic format (.jpg, .bmp, 
.gif). Previously published artwork 
should be accompanied by a letter of 

permission from the original 
publisher. 

Email… 
shimelright@plantcitygov.com 

Meeting Locations 
 

Suncoast Native Plant Society, 
Inc. meets the third Wednesday 
of the month at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Hillsborough Extension office 

in Seffner. 
 

SNPS Web Address: 
www.fnps.org/chapters/

suncoast 

 

DIRECTIONS TO:  
Hillsborough County  

Extension  
5339 County Road 579,  

Seffner. 
 
Take I-4 to Exit 10 (just East 
of I-75). Go South for two 
blocks.  The office is at the 
corner of Old Hillsborough 
Road, and County Road 

579.  

Activities & Committee Chairs 
 

Field Trips         

       Troy Springer        707-1524 
Publications 

Dick Wunderlin             977-6484 
George Kish                   920-0853 

Librarian 

       Vikki Sinclair                989-2896 
Membership 

       Harriett Wright                908-9398   
Newsletter Editor 

      Shawna Himelright         757-9289 
      Mike Fite, Assistant        977-0892 
Programs and Publicity 

Mary Miller  960-8132 
Refreshments 

JoAnn Hoffman  671-2131 
Education 

        Betty Wargo                 237-1509 
Book  Sales 

Sally Sun                       935-1312 
USF Plant Sale 

Sally Sun                       935-1312       
USF Botanical Garden Liaison  
        Kim Hutton        974-2329 
Chapter Representative 

       James Wheeler        571-5865 
Webmaster 

       Pat Clouser                    662-7222 

Officers & Board of Directors 
 

President 

Harriett Wright  908-9398 
 

Vice-president 
Mary Miller                    960-8132                

 

Secretary 

      JoAnn Hoffman               671-2131 
Treasurer 

       John Miller                 960-8132  
 

Board Members 
       Mike Fite                        977-0892 

JoAnn Hoffman              671-2131 
Mary Miller                    960-8132 
Shawna Himelright        757-9289                
Troy Springer                 707-1524 
Harriett Wright         908-9398 

        James Wheeler              571-5865
           

Club logo: 

“Beach Sunflower” 

Helianthus debilis 


