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The Florida Native Plant Society was organized in 1980 to promote the preservation, conserva-
tion, and restoration of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida. For more 
information about the Florida Native Plant Society, please visit our web site: www.fnps.org 

OCTOBER CHAPTER MEETING 
At the Hillsborough County Extension Office 

Nativize Your Yard 
 Presented by Ginny Stibolt  

 Wednesday, October 17 , 7 PM   
                
        

      
 

  Ginny Stibolt - Ginny will speak about her new book ‘A Step-by-Step Guide to a Florida Native 

Yard’ and how to ‘Nativize your Yard’.   

 

Ginny has spoken and conducted workshops all around the state on her  #FloweredShirtTour, September through mid-

November, 2018. Suncoast Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society is honored to have her at our October meeting 

where she will cover topics from her new books. Everyone interested in starting or maintaining a native landscape will 

want to be here.  This is the perfect way to celebrate Native Plant Month! 

 

Ginny should have copies of her books to sell as well as her three older books. Visit Ginny and get a preview at https://

greengardeningmatters.blogspot.com or follow her on Facebook to get tips for sustainable gardening. 

 

Speaker Bio: 
 

Ginny is an active FNPS member and has presented at past conferences. She has been a gardener all her life and earned 

an MS degree in Botany from the University of Maryland. This should be a great talk, mark your calendar and bring a 

friend!  
 
 

  Light refreshments are served and a native plant auction follows the presentation. 
 

           -  submitted by Virginia Overstreet 
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UPCOMING SPEAKERS-  
 

November 7  **Note meeting date **   John Lampkin - Bugs in Your Bloomers.  John is the 

steward for the Sun City Center Nature Trails and is working on a project to photograph and 

catalog the flora and fauna of the area. He is an avid citizen naturalist and photographer of 

bugs among other things. November is normally the annual meeting in which we vote on the 

SNPS BOD, there may be a proposal to postpone the vote. 

December 1 -  Holiday gathering at Brooker Creek Preserve, there will be food, talks and walks.  

Brooker Creek Preserve is a great spot for natives and we had a great time there in 2016. 

    
  Thanks for helping with the September meeting  - 

  

    Tina Patterson for bringing snacks 
      JoAnn Hoffman for bringing plants 
  

      Special Thank Yous - 
 

   JoAnn Hoffman for being our extension liaison and  
   making our meeting place possible. 

USF Fall Plant Sale, October 13-14 
 
   

SALE HOURS 
 

    Saturday October 13 -  10 AM to 4 PM 
Sunday, October 14 - 10 AM to 3 PM 

 

There will be gardening talks and a great selection of  native plants for Your Yard. 
 

USF Botanical Garden, 12210 USF Pine Dr. - on the southwest corner of the  USF Tampa campus, 
at Pine and Alumni drives, off of Bruce B. Downs Boulevard, just north of East Fowler Avenue.  

 

This is our main fundraiser and we need many volunteers  
to make this sale a success. 

 

                  Please sign up for a 2, 3 or 4 hour shift- 
 

Contact secretary, Tina Patterson.  
Please email mablepatterson@hotmail.com to volunteer. 

 

See You There! 
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     FNPS News….                              

  

  

 2018 is the third year for Florida Native Plant 

Month.  It has been a great success.  Help Us  

Celebrate & Spread the News about Native Plant 

Month!  We have events and posters that can be 

downloaded to print out.   

 

    More information can be found at  

  
   https://www.fnps.org/news/plantmonth  

October Flowers- 

Narrow leaf sunflower 

Agalinas 

Carphephorus 

Honeycombhead 

Xyris 

Blue 

curls 
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                      Mark Your Calendar  
 

  --   OCTOBER is NATIVE PLANT MONTH  -- 

October 13 and 14 USF Plant Sale 

  October 13 and 14 Tampa Bay Birding and Nature Festival  

  October 27      Lettuce Lake walk  9 AM   

  October 27 to 29  - see page 5 for our camping trip! 

  November 24 Lettuce Lake Walk 9 AM 
  December 1  Holiday gathering at Brooker Creek Preserve 

           

Lettuce Lake Update                         From Tina Patterson 
 

              

   The floods of summer are finally receding and the boardwalk and canoe launch are fully 

open. The garden is drying out and water dropwort is blooming. We resumed native plant 

walks on September 22. The next walk is October 27. Joel Jackson will be leading a girl 

scout troop through the park on that day, starting at 9 in the Visitor’s Center. He would 

welcome society members to join him and help with the 

tour. 

 

The walk is free but there is a $2 per car entry fee.   

See you there!    

Changes are coming to SNPS…. 
 

 The next year will bring changes to the leadership, plant sales, newsletter and 

possibly meeting location. Will the changes be good or bad? It depends on you. 

Suncoast needs members to pitch in and provide ideas and vision for the group 

as it moves forward.  

 

As a start, please talk to a board member, come to a planning meeting or other-

wise share your thoughts. Thoughts really aren’t enough, though. We need peo-

ple to carry out those plans and help with the many outreach tasks involved in 

running the organization and promoting native plants to the general public.  

 

Become a spokesperson for Florida Native Plants.  

 

Become a board member. 

WE 
 

NEED 
 

YOU! 
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      2018 Field Trip schedule 
      

 November 9 - Sun City Center trail with John Lampkin 9:30 to 11:30 

     November 17 - Blackwater Creek Preserve - wagon ride - 9 am to approximately 12 pm 

 We have arranged a wagon tour with Hillsborough County. The cost is $5 per person and there is a maximum 

of 20 people on the wagon. You must reserve your space in advance. Contact Tina Patterson to reserve 

or for more information. 

        

 Fieldtrip October 27 to 29  

Camping at Silver Springs State Park 
             
   Admission to the park, which opens at 7 am, is $3.   
 

Located near Ocala, in central Florida, Silver Springs State Park has been a tourist 

attraction since the 1870’s, renowned for one of the largest artesian springs in the 

world and for the Glass Bottom Boat tours which allow visitors to see the crystal springs and the aquatic life around 

them. The park also offers canoe rentals on the Silver River.  While less known for hiking and walking, it has miles of 

trails some of which we will explore during our stay. 
 

We have reserved two cabins for Saturday and Sunday nights. The cabins have both AC and heat (you never know in 

October) and sleep 4 to 6 people in two bedrooms. The cost for 4 people would be $62.73 each ($41.67 with 6).  Camp-

ing reservations for RV or tent sites can be made on your own. 
 

The park entrance, campground restrooms and cabin areas were landscaped with donations from FANN and feature an 

incredible display of garberia which we hope will be blooming when we are there. The park staff does a good job of 

burning the sandhill and an October visit gives us a great chance to see prolific fall wildflowers. 
 

  Contact Tina Patterson, mablepatterson@hotmail.com for cabin reservations. 
 

Saturday – there is a walk down to a dock on the river – possibility of seeing monkeys, nice floodplain, etc.  We are 

Planning a 1 pm start. The Swamp trail, blazed orange, is a 1.9 mile loop trail.  It has scenic overlooks of the Silver 

River and a boardwalk through the swamp. 
  

Sunday – the rangers promise good wildflowers in the sandhill (they burned this spring) – 

we’re planning about a 4 hr stroll and we’ll determine distance based 

on the walking abilities of those who come.  The trailhead is just in-

side of the gate at the Camping entrance (not the old spring attraction 

entrance).  The Sandhill trail, blazed yellow, has parking right next to 

the ranger station, and is a 1.7 mile loop trail, and takes visitors 

through some of the park's longleaf pine uplands. 

The Sinkhole trail, blazed red, is a 2.2 mile loop trail, and the Old 

Field Loop is 0.8 miles. These are both upland trails. For access to 

these park near the Silver River Museum in the day use area and utilize the 'Sinkhole Trail' arch-

way to the left of the Museum. 
 

Monday – optional paddle.  Boats can be rented (canoes and kayaks).  “The Fort King Paddling trail allows visitors to 

take their canoe or kayak on a leisurely 1.1 mile round trip loop around Ross Allen island. After launching at the main 

entrance, follow the signage for the meandering Fort King waterway. When the waterway connects with the Silver Riv-

er, turn left and head upstream as you paddle over dozens of springs. There is a slight current from all of the water be-

ing discharged as you paddle to the headsprings. Please pay attention to your surroundings and yield to the glass bottom 

boats because it is difficult for them to make sharp turns or sudden stops if you get in their way. Total round-trip trail 

time ranges anywhere from 1 hour to 2 hours depending on how much time you spend exploring all of the different 

springs.”  There is a $4 launch fee.  There is also the option of a short glass-bottom boat ride.   
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  Transformation from Pool to a Native Plant Wonderland in My Yard 
 

  Last October I began a project to replace my pool with a new landscaped area.  It has been 

a wonderful journey to see this come to fruition.   
 

  Instead of a chemically dependent, concrete water container requiring 

$20-30 a month of electricity for the pool pump, I have a lovely wild-

life attracting, mostly native plant area.  I have mini wetlands and 

curving paths surrounding a flagstone fire pit area.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Elliot’s lovegrass is blooming, the dwarf Fakahatchee grass has filled out, and the Con-

radina grandiflora is a carpet of purple.  I can watch the seasons pass in my small, diverse 

yard and every time I pass the pool supply store, I smile.  Some people would prefer to have 

a pool but I am much happier without it! 
 

  Native milkweeds attract monarch butterflies, wild lime attracts giant swallowtails, corky 

stem passion vine brings in gulf fritillaries and zebra long wings.  I have brown thrashers 

turning leaves over and many other birds visiting my birdfeeder. 

Grackles have visited, even woodpeckers and the common birds like 

cardinals come everyday. I’ve seen mockingbirds eat elderberries and pokeweed berries. Often I see 

hummingbirds on the salvia flowers or the firebush. It is a constant source of entertainment to be 

able to look out my kitchen window and see what is going on out there. 
 

  Now, as a more mature planting, I have seedlings popping up - black eyed susans, lyre leaf sage, 

rosinweed, coreopsis, Elliot’s aster and maybe even milkweeds. I look forward to seeing what hap-

pens next! 

 
 ~Janet 

New path with new plantings 

New dirt replaced the pool 

New cutleaf coneflower planting area 

Flagstone fire pit and plantings  

Flagstones and fire pit 
in progress, plants are 

still tiny 

Cutleaf coneflowers grow to about 
6 feet tall and bloom profusely 

Milkweed hosts 
monarch caterpillars 

  Scarlet hibiscus in a small tub 

Asclepias incarnata seeds 
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   Join FNPS on-line - http://fnps.org/participate/membershipinfo 
 

When it comes time to renew, FNPS will send you an email with a link in it.  Your information will already be 

filled out, but you can edit it if it is out of date.  This link is unique to you and not to be shared with others.  

    Plant Profile  -   Dotted Horsemint 
          Monarda punctate 
 

                Family  -     Lamiaceae 
        
    Dotted horsemint is a lovely annual with showy flowers.  It can spread from 
seed and may pop up in different places.  It grows 2-5 feet tall and looks lovely 
in a group.  It attracts pollinators and is on the FNPS regional landscape bro-
chure in the dry, sun section.  I recently saw large displays along the roadside 
North of the Withlachoochee State Forest on FL 471. 
 

   Plants and seeds are available from Native Nurseries and Native Seed pro-
viders. 

 
  Plant Atlas link -  
     http://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/Plant.aspx?id=3478 
 
 

  FNPS link -                 
      https://www.fnps.org/plants/plant/monarda-punctata 
 
 

                                                  ~Janet Bowers 

   

 GRAPEVINE EDITOR NEEDED - 

 

 This issue of the Grapevine concludes 6 years of my tenure as newsletter edi-

tor.  I have learned a lot and enjoyed most of it.   

You can see the past newsletters at -  

  http://www.suncoastnps.org/newsletters/ 

 

 I will be stepping away from SNPS duties for some time starting in April and if the newsletter is to continue, we need a 

new editor.  Many chapters are putting their newsletter in on-line format only and I think we are open to new possibili-

ties such as that, please let me know if you are interested in taking on the Grapevine editor position!  You are welcome 

to take over before April if you would like. 

 

Thanks to the readers who have remarked on an issue or article that they enjoyed. The best issues had many contribu-

tors and voices.  (I particularly liked the contributions from Carmel vanHoek who shared a bit of her extensive 

knowledge with us.) 

          ~Janet Bowers 
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Suncoast Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.            
P.O. Box 1158 
Seffner, FL  33583-1158  

    
 

 

Please deliver to: 
 

Newsletter Submissions 
Deadline for the next issue: 

November 1, 2018 

Please send articles and original 
artwork for The Suncoast Grapevine 
to Janet Bowers, by the deadline 
above-  jbowers27@yahoo.com 
 

SNPS Web Address 
http://www.SuncoastNPS.org 

 

We’re on Meet Up & Facebook 

 Activities & Committee Chairs 
 

Field Trips           (813) 
    Shirley Denton       625-5031  
    Stephen Dickman       597-5888 
Librarian 
    Vikki Sinclair                     989-2896 
Membership 
     Devon Higginbotham       478-1183   
Newsletter Editor 
     Janet Bowers                    759-2822 
     Mike Fite, Assistant          977-0892 
Publicity/Social media 
      Andy Taylor            
Outreach 
      Open  
USF Plant Sales  

Open           
USF Botanical Garden Liaison  
      Kim Hutton                     974-2329 
Chapter Representative   
      Virginia Overstreet 
Webmaster 
       Shirley Denton        625-5031         

 2018 Board of Directors 
 

President 
  Open 

  
  

Vice-president 
 Virginia Overstreet 
  vaoverstreet@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer 
 Niki Cribbs 
  cribbs813@gmail.com 
 
Secretary   
 Tina Patterson 
             mablepatterson@hotmail.com 

 

Board Members at Large 
Andy Taylor 

 andytaylor6@gmail.com 

Meetings are normally the 
third Wednesday of the month  

at 7 PM .  (no December meeting) 
 

DIRECTIONS TO:  
Hillsborough County Extension  

5339 County Road 579  
Seffner 

 

Take I-4 to Exit 10  
Go south on 579 for two blocks.  
Turn left on Old Hillsborough 

Ave and park on the North side of 
the office. 

http://www.SuncoastNPS.org

